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The CALLAHAN FAMILY 

of ANDOVER 

,~. ( with line of GARDNER.) 

From ItVital Records of Andover", from correspondence with 

George (4) Callahan of ~tston,Me. and Robert l4) Callahan of 

Seattle, Wash. and his cousin,Martha, representing lines of Aug-

ustus(3),Henry {3} and William l3), and from the aged widow of· 

Robert (3), I gather this material. I am also indebted to the sender 

of the letters of Lydia (3), wife of Jabez Burrill of Oberlin,Ohio, 

from Which I copied excerpts, concerning the GARDNER family.(Rave 

never had time to get court records.Some deed or probate may re

veal the name of the fibst male of the succession. 

Widow Sarah Gardmer(l) died in Andover, Nov. 15, 1809, aged 

93 years, 3 days, so she was born about Nov. 12,1716. She was the 

mother of Jonathanl2) Gardner who died here March 8,1821. 'rhose who 

copied the record gave no age and I conclude there was no grave here. 

He may have been buried in Gloucester and the grave left unmarked. 

All the parties agree that Jonathan Gardner and his mother came 

here from Gloucester during the Revolution, because that port 

was not well defended. There is some evidence that Jonathan resided. 

here continuously after that time-at least in the summer- until 

the time. o~ his death. '.rne Gardners are said to be a1rect . d.escendants of Eld.er Robinson or Plymou~n Co~ony. 
Lydia (2) (Uardner)Callahan, daughter of old Sarah, died here 

Aug.17,1835 at 93, so was born 1741 or 2. She may have been older 

than Jonathan. They had an elder brother, according to tradition, 

who was a sea captain and was drowned at sea. Lydia, who came here 

with her mother and brother, was the widow of Robert(l) Callahan 

who was killed at White Plains during the Revolution. July 19,1779. 
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All agree to the age o£ Robert (1) Callahan, a lad who ran away 

from his home in Londonderry,lreland, at the age of 16, about 1760. 

He brought with him a small Bible with silver clasps, in which his name 

was written ROBERT CALLAGHAN, the Scotch manner of spelling. He was 

therefore born about 1745. 

he landed as a runaway and reached Gloucester on Gape Ann in 1760 

or 1761. I conclude that the Gardners may have helped transport Rob

ert, as the eldest son was a sea captain. George (4) Callaghan said 

that his grand-father first lived on a £arm in Danvers. On attaining 

his majority he followed the sea, fishing at the Banks in su~ner and 

was engaged in West Indies trade in the winter. 

By all accounts, he was in Gloucester when he married Uydia l2) 

Gardner, about 1771. 1~eir daughter,Lydia (2) Callahan, died May 30, 

1781, age 9, so was born 1772. She Was buried in North Parish Yard, 

North Andover. A son, Robert (2) Callahan was born sept. 3, 1774. 

These Children were brought to Andover by Jonathan Gardner and their 

mother and grand-mother. 

Robert (1) Callahan served tirst under Capt. ftathf1 Warner and Col. 

Moses Little, in 1775. tie was at Bunker Hill where the regiment su£t

ered heavily. Two ei.listments were under Capt. John Lane and Col. 

Foster at Cape Ann, for coast defense, so t conclude the tamily was 

still in Gloucester and came to Andover in 1781. He Was a Corp. in the 

Coast Bet'ebse, tor one month, and then joined the Continental Army 

with Col. Glover's II web-f'GGte4!! regiment. 

his death was a brave one. All accounts center it near a fort 

at stony Poi::1t, captured July 17,1779, which Washington resolved 

to blow up, as he had to retreat trom the position. Tales of the Cal1-

ahans say that on July 17, a magazine was prepared and powder laid and 

the men drew lots to see who would tire it. 



The CALLAHAN FAMILY -3-

It is said that the man who drew the lot became scared, knowing 

that the powder Was too dry to give him time to escape. Callahan vol

unteered to take the otherls place, was not nimble enough to get 

away, and was blown up. This story ~ conclude came from tales told 

the Callahan family by their father's comrades. 

Robert (2) who was about five years old when his father was killed 

was raised in North Andover, by uncle Jonathan Gardner. He married 

Dorcas Pettingill, June 3,1802. She was b. April 4,1780, near New 

Sharon, Me., daughter of James ~ettengill and his 2nd Wife, Dorcas 

Gage. She was two years old when her father was killed 1h a raid 

on New Sharon. Her mother hid wi~h her in the cellar, finally es

caped to the woods and passed the night lying behind a log. Next 

day, they, with a woman neighbor equally scared, .t<9pt~ it to ~ort-
ana sent ~nem back ~o Andover. 

'-~ land, where friends took care of them Later little Dorcas was "put 

out" to Col. rl'imothy Osgood, and it was in one of Isaac Osgood 1S 

houses- now the Lodge House at the Moses T. Stevens' estate- that 

she and Robert Callahan st~cd their married life. nere mother 

Dorcas pettingill died on Dec.29,1821. tier grave and those ot the 

Gardner family are said to be in the old North Yard, but the stones 

are gone. Robert (2) died in Oberlin,fDhio, Nov.l,l864 • .tie was livillLg __ 

with his daughter Lydia (Burrill). Dorcas died March 25,1869, at 89. 

Old Jonathan uardner is said to have been an autocrat,pure and 

simple. Was head of the family. Always kept open house and was gen

erous and entera'ined all the kinsmen liberally. He was a courtly 

gentleman and a man of great business integrity.The whole family was 
traits 

very intelligent and the :-.~ were handed down by Lydia to the 

Callahan family. " As honest as God"~ was the tribute paid by a 

townsman , when asked about the ~ualifications of a Callahan who 

applied for work as a stone-mason- and that described the whole line. 
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The CALLAHAN FAMILY 

Robert (2) Callahan(Robert(l) &ad wlte Dorcas Pettengill,had:

William (3),.b. May 15, l~03; d.~eb.4, 1~89; was a stone-mason; 
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m. Hannah Bailey Lovejoy,Sept. 29,1~42; she was b. 1816, 

and adopted by her uncle,James Lovejoy; she d. Jan.23,1888\ 

Charles (3) b. May 15, lS03;twin ;d. in Carrol Co. Missouri; he m. 

Nov. l3,1842,Sarah Foster stevens of Norway,iYle.$. dau. of 

one of the Lst settlers of Norway. 

~,ames {3), b. Jb.n")S,woa; !I! .. P'eh. 25
7 

i~Z31C~~:q.~!,!~e 14-"t1tl'edg~ 
Kimball, daugn~er of wm.K1mba~l and w. Elizabeth Osgood; 

he was of PembroKe,N.H. ana. sne of Ana.over;Mtnerine was 

b. here may ~, L811;s~e d. May 5,1835; ne m. 2nd.,Emily 

Buawell of a Boxford family,-int. Oct.lg, .L8~9; sne was 

dau. of ~ames BuSWeL.L and w. Sarah Pearl; d. abou~ .LSgO 

a~ nome on tligh Street, agea 76; he went to PawtucKet,R.I. 

~o ~ive witn nis a.au. Fanny;d.tnere ~ept. 2, .L8g6. 

Lydia (3),b. Jan.27,Le07; d • .L~97, in Oberlin,Onlo; m. Jabez 

BurriLl of Oberlin,Sept. 6, Le52, as nis 3ra. wife; he 

was son of ~abez and Mary, b.in Sneffield, Mass; a. in 

Oberlin,1900 at 84; sne adopted tne uaugnter of \~.(3) 

Callanan and to0k ner West witn ner. 

Robert(3), b. Jan~21, LS09; d. nere may 22,~889; a stone-mason; 

m. Mary Ann (Loring) Currier, wiaow of An~nony J. Currier 

of Newburyport, uec.6, 1841.l She m. Currier .L835jnad 1 

son,Antnony, b. lS36; ne was urowned at Salisbury Beach.) 

Robert had no ch. 

Henry (3), b o Jan.b,.Le~l; in North Anuover; Union College,1836; 
Andover Sem • .L840j . 
a CLergyman ,1st Presby~erian Ch~ at ~iagara Fa.Lls,1845-

l849;OXford, N.Y.,1~bl-1861 ; served in A~y; lived in 
m. Mar.1: All is· ( 

FranKlin,N.Y.; d • .L8851 hIs widow burl a nospital for 
crippled chi.Ldren; she .LiVed later in Bow~der City,Col. 
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Qhildren ot Rob,e.r,t ... (~L.9.~l.~.~a:!...and wife, Dorcas Pettengill(cont.):

Edward (D), b. June ole, .l813; a.. Sept. 19, .l815. 

Augustus (3), b. Mar.12, Le15jd Feb. i6, .l880 at ~w1ston, ~e., 

m. June 29, Le38,fi~ry H. ruesser,dauihter of Aimba.ll Messer 

and w. Lydia Harris of Met~en; he lea~ned wool business at 

Marland Milljwent to No. Vassalboro,Me., 1840jOXford,Mass. 

~846j1847 to Lewiston;overseer of carding room until death; 

was a Free Mason. 

Edward (3) 2nd., b. Beb.l. 1818; m. a widow,Messer; lived ne~ Lewisto~ 

no children; was alive in 1902. 

Maria (3), b. Dec.25,1819; d. ~ept.14, l828;buried in South Yardo 

Jonathan Gardner (3), b. Sept. 2, 1823; m. Martha---; he d. 1893; 

widow lived at Eau Clair, Wis. 

---
wm.(3) Callahan(Robert (2-1) and w. Hannah B. Lovejoy, had:

.&1.enry(4), b. Jan. 22, 1844; d. Jan. 26; buried in Soutn Yard. 

Louisa G. (4), b. June i845; a. Aug. 20,1~45. 

Martna (4), b. Jan. 24,1847; went to Onio in .l842 with aunt Lydia; 

eo.ucated at Oberlin; taught in Soutn; m. 
A.llen O.Hay!ard 

j!,A ;::_ ~_~-:.~:: .... 

Aug. 7,. ,.1.,872; he was / .. 
b. in A.lstead, N.ti., Dec.LI, L842; she was a writer for 

magaZines; Livea in Oregon C~tYj he was son of ~enemian 

.u.ayward and Lucy Brown. 

William tl. l4), b. Nov. 23, le49; d. July 6, 1860. 

Char.les(3) Ca.llanan{nobert (2-1) and LSt w. vatnerine K.Kittredge,had:

CnarLes ti. l4), b. April LI, 1833; was 1n ArmYf .lived in vne1sea; a 

boat bui.lderjraised by Aunt Lydia after nis motner uied; d. 

May 29, l862;deatn caused by exposure wni.1.e in ArmYjburied 

in soutn Yard. ~nlisted L86l. 
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Children of Charles (3) Callahan and 1st wife, Catherine Kittredge:-
- .( 

William (4), b. May 1835; d. Aug. 7, 1835 at 4 months. His mother d • 
• v 

in May. 

By find wife Em,i.l,Y J3Uzwgifi· : -

Sarah Pearl (4), b. 1842; d. April 4, 1881. 

Lydia Maria (4), b. Aug. 6,1844; d. in PrOVidence, R.I. 

James Al.bert (4), b. July 28,1846; d. about 1910; m. a widow,: _,,_ ',.:-

Walker; he was a printer in Boston. 

Edward (4), b. in Bradford,Aug.ll, 1848. 

Fanny (4), b. here Nov. 25,185~; m. Dec. 4, l875,James P. Th~rnley of 

Pawtucket,R.I.; went there to live; she was a sChool-teacher. 

Arthur (4), b. July 9,1856; lived in Boston; d. after 1902. 

HenrI (3) Callahan ( Robert (2-l) and wife, Mary Allis, had:-

Hobert (4) 

,h;dward ~ 4 ) 

l1enry (4) 

ui1bert ~4), 

. , a printer of Seattle, Wash • 

; in .New york 

; prof. ~n BOWlder Col. Academy. 

; financial manager of a mill in Bowlaer City,Ool. 

Augustus (3) Callanan (Hobert ~2-l) and wife,bmry M~sser, had:-

George A. (4), b. ~n Anaover, Apr. 24, 1839; 1n Lewiston,1847; a printer 

~n Lewiston Journal office; witn Warren A.uraper of And

over until Apbil ~e61j m. Uec.1859,Cnarlotte Turner of 

Auburn, Maine; printer ~n Lewiston ~862. Free !1l8.sonj Octd 

F'ellow; Baptist. .Han 3 daugnters; all married. 

mary Agnes ~4), b. June ~O, 1843 in rtayward house on Hign St.; m. 

May, l865,3eorge L. Dustin, a macninist of Auburn,me.; 

aescenaant of rtannan Dustin; he was in 1st maine Cavalry, 
George Augustus (5) 
ttenry Ernest ~5} 
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C~~4ren of AuS?~_~~(3) CaLlru1an and W. Mary Messer, ( cont.):

Ellen Gardner (4), b. in Vassa.Lboro, Me., Aug. 26, Lti45; m. Fred 

Norcross of Augusta, rile.; nad 2 sons • 

-7-

.t{obert Newton (4), b. F1eb. 27, 1848 at .!.J9wistonj 1111 acnin1st in Lew

iston lilacn1ne Co.; m. ana. nas J. dau. 

Idart,PA LovejOY (4) CaJ.lanan(iflm.l3) Rbt.l2 ... 1) and ALlen ltayward,nad:

Orlo Eugene (5), b. in Oberl1n.Onio,april 29,1873. 

Helen Lydia l5), b. Nov. J.6,J.877; d. in rtock ureek, Kan.,rnar.30,1879. 

Lula na~/ardl5), b. in Rock ureek,Kan., Sept. 3,1879. 

WiLliam .t{obert l5), b. Aug. 11, lti8l; d. in Salem, Ore. Feb.25,1900. 

Lilian l5), b. Nov. 5,J.~83 in Hock Greek, Kan. 

Freaeric (5), b. ana. d. Mar. 30,ld86. 

-Jr-
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A line on 'tne .t'E'i"l'ENGILL FAMILY of l.)orcas Pettengill, wife of .Hobert (2) 

James ~e'ttengiil, fatner of Dorcas, was,-it is said,-a soldier 

in 'tne Kevolution, thougn I have never seen tne records. After the 

war, witn otners, ne settled as a pioneer in Snelbourne, N.H. In 

1782 tne Inaians attacKed the settlement,destroyed the houses and 

killed or made captive all 'tne innabitants save Dorcas .pettengill and 

ner two-year-old daugnter, Dorcas. It is said that tne wife secreted 

nerself under a barrell in 'tne cellar ana after tne indians went away 

sne walKcd to Portland, ana was sent baCK to Andover, where ner rel-

atlves in the liage family, nad lived. 

Little is Known of ~ames ~ettengill. uorcas (Uage) was his 2nd 

wife. By nls 1st wife ne naa two sons gnd a daugnter: Asa,James an~ 

tf Aunt Messerl~ according to tne writer. 

Asa pettengill went to Charlestown, Massjmarried ana raised a 

large famiJ:y. 
an able ana ex;:>ert seaman. lie wa s a 

~ames ,nis brotner, was/_~>.· .1 ::,,< '- .. ~.' _.:.. ... '":_ .. ,_. .~_ .. ;': .• : ;- " :.{' '.-"; 

prisoner-ot"-war in France <luring tne latter part of the French He~ol-

ution and was there When rtobespierre was guillotined. he was boatswaiz 

of tne snip under Commander Truxton ana was 'taken prisoner in the 

Britisn Cnannel ana sent to uar~oor. he was excnanged to vhB.rieston, 

May l812. Went to sea on a privateer from Salem and was again taken 

prisoner ana carried to ~artmoor. Was tnere at tne time of the mass-

acre of prisoners. 

he callIe back to Andover after tne War ana 11ved more or less, 

With tne Ca.Llagnan famiiy. tie , I thinK, married iluth J~ardweil,5ept. 

6,1I:U8.Sne was dau. of Joanua Wardweil ana Mary C. Sanaers l"osterjtney 

lived near tne Snawsh~n "ouse ~n Lawrence.Tney nad no cnildren. 

fHHI####II# 
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A -
Allis, Amy •••••••••••• 4 •••••• 6 

Bu.rrill, 
" , 

Buswell, 

B 

Jabez 
Lydia 
Emily 

C 

· •••.•••...•. •• 4 
• • ••••••••••••• 3 
•••••••••• 4 •••• 6 

Currier, Mary A. (Loring) •••••• 4 

D 

Dustin, George L. • ••••••••• •• 6 

G 

Gage, Dorcas •••••••••••••••• 8 
Gardner, Jonathan ••••••••••• 1 

It ,Lydia ••••..•.• 1 ••••• 2 
ft , Sarah . . . . .. . . . . . . . .• 1 

H 

Haywood, Allen O. • ••...• 5 •••• 7 

K 

Kimball, Katherine Kittredge.4.5.6 I 
L 

Lovejoy, Hannah Bailey ••••• 4 •••• 5 

Messer, Mary H ••••••• 5 •••• 6 ••• 7 
ft ,Mrs.- (w1dow) ••••••••• 5 

N 

Norcross, Fred • • • • •••••••••••• 7 

P 

Pettengill, Dorcas 
It , James 

•••• 3 ••• 4 •••• 5 
••••••••••••• 8 

s 

Stevens, Sarah Foster •••••••••• 4 
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T 

Thornley, James P. • ••••.•••••••• 6. 
Turner, Charlotte ••••••••••••••• 6 

w 

Walker, Mrs. (w1aow) ••••••••••• 6 
Wardwell, Ruth ••••••••••••••••• 8 

! 

! 

• 

J 


