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After several reports of 
incidents and near-accidents 
at the Essex Street railway 
crossing, a change has been 
made to the intersection to 
protect motorists passing 
through. 

On Nov.  21  Andover 

resident Stephanie Cross 
was coming home from her 
Tuesday yoga class when 
she stopped at the intersec-
tion. The first in a line of 
cars waiting to cross, she’d 
been at the intersection hun-
dreds of times as an Andover 
resident. 

According to Cross, a train 
came through the intersec-
tion, and once it had passed 
through the crossing gates 
went up. She began to cross 
the intersection, but when 

she got to the second track 
the crossing gates began 
to come down. The second 
gate was a half barrier and 
allowed Cross to still pass 
through. 

She looked in her rear-
view mirror, and 30 seconds 
later the Boston train came 
through the crossing. 

“It was a bit traumatiz-
ing,” Cross said. “It was ter-
rifying. You should not be 
on the tracks, you feel very, 
very unsafe. You feel very 

vulnerable. We are talking 
about large moving objects 
here. These trains are big 
things that can inflict a lot of 
damage to people.”

According to a Keolis 
spokesman, the company had 
investigated the gates upon 
receiving multiple reports of 
an issue, but the gates were 
functioning correctly, they 
said. It appeared that motor-
ists seemed to be experienc-
ing confusion with the timing 

Essex Street rail crossing gates continue to malfunction

BY KELSEY BODE

kbode@andovertownsman.com 

Last year, the Essex 
Street train crossing 
gate went down and 
landed on a bus as 
it was crossing the 
intersection. Keolis 
claims it recently 
made a fix to the 
intersection so that 
this would no longer 
happen in the future.

File photo
See GATES, Page 2

Keolis claims to 
have fixed problem

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
A message board at the Andover train station warns commuters of the very cold weather expected this week. See more photos and story on page 14.

Board of Selectman Bob 
Landry announced last 
Thursday that he will not be 
seeking re-election.

Landry’s current term 
w i t h  t h e 
board ends 
in  March.
Landry 
and Select-
m a n  D a n 
Kowalski’s 
terms are 
both coming 
to an end 
this spring, 

and neither are running for 
re-election. 

Current chairwoman of the 
Andover High School Facili-
ties Study Committee and 
former chairwoman of the 
School Committee, Annie 
Gilbert, has tossed her hat 
into the ring to be elected to 
the board. Chris Huntress, a 
local landscape architect who 
has worked with the town on 
a number of projects, also 
announced that he is running 
for a seat on the board. 

While with the board, 
Landry spearheaded efforts 
for the Other Post Employ-
ment Benefits Reform Plan.
Landry also pushed hard to 
control the cost of collective 
bargaining agreements, and 
was outspoken about his con-
cerns for fiscal sustainability, 
the unfunded liabilities of 
Andover, health insurance 
reform, and pension reform. 

He was also a supporter 
of the new town yard, the 
Historic Mill District and 
expanding Old Town Hall 
to a community center for 
seniors. Landry helped find 
funding for new lights at the 
baseball fields at Deyermond 
Park. 

In more recent months, 
Landry became particularly 

Landry 
won’t 
re-bid 
for seat

BY KELSEY BODE

kbode@andovertownsman.com  

Arctic freeze

See LANDRY, Page 2

Bob Landry

The fate of the North 
Reading Water deal lies in 
the hands of the people of 
Andover.

With just over three weeks 
until the Jan. 29 Special 

Town Meet-
ing, the first 
article on 
the warrant 
addresses 
the North 

Reading Water Agreement.
It’s a partnership Andover 
has been negotiating for 
some time now.

“If the special legislation 
to allow the towns to enter 
into a 99-year agreement is 
voted by Town Meeting and 
approved by the Legislature 

this will represent one of the 
most financially beneficial 
agreements in Andover’s 
history,” said Town Manager 
Andrew Flanagan. “Conser-
vative projections indicate 
that the savings to Andover 
ratepayers is approximately 
$50 million over 30 years and 
more than $500 million over 
99 years. I fully support the 
article as it will prevent a 
22 percent increase in water 
rates in the fiscal year 2020, 
the year in which North 
Reading was planning to 
become a customer of the 

MWRA.”
The North Reading Water 

deal was the one of the pri-
mary issues that spurred 
selectmen to hold the Spe-
cial Town Meeting, which 
has now grown to include 

14 articles. 
Currently, North Reading 

is Andover’s largest water 
customer. Andover has sup-
plied water to the neigh-
boring town for decades. If 
approved, the article   will 
allow the two towns to sub-
mit a Home Rule Petition to 
the state. If the state accepts 
the petition, the two towns 
with be permitted to enter 
into an agreement for up to 
99 years. 

“You cannot go into an 
agreement that long with-
out a Home Rule Petition,” 

according to Selectmen 
Chairman Paul Salafia.
“That is really the crux of 
the article.  This  is just to 
allow for us to go into those 
negotiations.”

He added: “It is a win win 
for both towns. If we have 
them as our largest cus-
tomer, it stabilizes our water 
rates for many, many years 
to come, which is terrific.” 

Andover needs a majority 
town meeting vote to pass 
the article. 

North Reading towns-
people voted in favor of the 
agreement on Oct. 2. 

Between 20 and 30 percent 
of Andover’s water revenue, 
or about $1.5 million annually, 
is generated by North Read-
ing. The agreement between 

Voters to decide fate of N. Reading water deal
BY KELSEY BODE

kbode@andovertownsman.com  

See VOTE, Page 2

SPECIAL
TOWN
MEETING

JAN. 29

■Addition 
Town Meeting 
coverage. 
Page 2.

The Andover High School 
renovation project is begin-
ning to pick up steam. A 
public forum was held by 
the Andover High School 
Facility Study Committee on 
Dec. 13 to review the project 
and examine some build-
ing options from  HMFH, 
the  architecture firm that 
was hired earlier this fall 
hired to do a feasibility study.

It isn’t the only school 
renovation or rebuild project 
the town has undertaken.
Only a few weeks ago, it was 
announced that West Ele-
mentary School was accepted 
into a Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) 
program that will pay for 40 

percent of that project.
In the wake of tax increases 

and several other costly proj-
ects the town has undertaken 
and plans to carry out, many 
townspeople have voiced 

concern over the high school 
renovation project and what 
it will mean for the average 
taxpayer.

In particular, seniors on 
fixed incomes in Andover 
have voiced concern over 
being “pushed out” of town 
by significant tax increases 
and town spending.

Ch a i r wo m a n  o f  t h e 
Andover High School Facil-
ity Study Committee, Annie 
Gilbert, addressed this issue 
at the Dec. 13 forum.

“I want to provide a little 
bit more context to what 
we’re facing,” Gilbert said.
“I think a number of people 
in the community are won-
dering why we’re suddenly 
finding ourselves with mul-
tiple schools that need major 

Andover High is old, renovation will be costly
BY KELSEY BODE

kbode@andovertownsman.com 

 The architecture firm 
HMFH recently presented 
the town with some 
options and issues to con-
sider when planning for 
rebuilding the high school.

Between wetlands, the 
“sledding hill,” and exist-
ing buildings, roads, and 
fields, the Andover High 
School property has sig-
nificant limitations and 
challenges for renovation.
Buildings can’t be built 
on wetlands, and building 
on the sledding hill by the 

high school is an expensive 
but considerable option. 

“Every square inch of 
this site has something 
going on,” said Julia 
Nugent, an HMFH archi-
tect, at the Dec. 13 forum.
The forum focused on 
where an addition could 
be built — details of the 
renovation have yet to be 
mapped out. 

Nugent laid out a total of 
seven options for the AHS 
Facility Study Committee, 
School Committee, and 
town to consider. One key 
question the forum posed 

Architect outlines challenges, 
options for renovating AHS

BY KELSEY BODE

kbode@andovertownsman.com

See OPTIONS, Page 2
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“The one thing that 
we do know and can 
say is that any option 
that we come up with 

that solves all the 
problems confronting 
AHS will cost more 
than the community 

can spend.”Annie Gilbert, chairwoman 
of the AHS facility 
study committee
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of the gates. 
However, in December, 

Keolis re-wired the cross-
ing to keep the gates down 
while a train makes a stop 
and unloads passengers. 
Previously, the train engi-
neer had the ability to 
raise the gates up to allow 
motorists to pass through 
the intersection while a 
train unloaded and loaded 
passengers. 

Now, the gates will stay 
down during this process. 

During rush hour, this 
means motorists waiting 
at the intersection may be 
waiting a few minutes lon-
ger because that is when 
the most people are getting 
on and off the trains. Day-
time stops may be a little 
shorter as a result. 

Keolis will also be per-
forming what they call a 
“safety blitz” in the near 
future. The company will 
work with transit police, 
local police and the Federal 
Railroad Administration to 
pass out literature and edu-
cate the community about 
railroad crossing safety and 
laws. 

“If someone is in doubt 
they should call the number 
listed at the crossing,” said 
a Keolis spokesman. “All 
crossings have a blue sign 
and it has a phone number 
to call as well as an iden-
tification number for that 
crossing and dispatchers 
can go to examine it as soon 
as possible.”

Follow Kelsey Bode on 
Twitter @Kelsey_Bode.
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involved in trying to get the 
High Plain Elementary and 
Wood Hill Middle School 
accessibility ramp back on 
track, and has spoken out 
against the zoning changes 
being proposed for the Das-
comb Road project. 

  “It has been an honor 
to represent Andover’s 
residents for the last three 
years,” Landry wrote in an 
email on Dec. 28 to his fol-
lowers. “I believe I fulfilled 
my campaign promises 
to deliver transparency, 
accountability, and fiscal 
responsibility to Andover’s 
taxpayers.  I am grate-
ful to my supporters who 
made generous campaign 
donations, wrote letters to 
the newspaper, posted sup-
portive comments on social 
media and/or spoke out at 
public meetings.”

Landry would not com-
ment on his reasons for 
deciding not to run for re-
election, but is expected to 
make a statement in the 
near future. Landry also 
declined to comment on his 
plans for the future. 

Follow Kelsey Bode on 
Twitter @Kelsey_Bode.
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Please recycle 
this newspaper.

Andover and North Reading 
has lowered water rates for 
Andover residents far below 
that of nearby Merrimack Val-
ley communities. 

In fact, without North 

Reading as a customer, town 
officials have stated that 
Andover water rates would 
rise 20 to 25 percent.  

If the deal is approved, 
North Reading will also pay 
for one-third of Andover’s 
water maintenance as long 
as the agreement is in effect. 

Andover is  expected 
to   make  a  return  on 

investment of hundreds 
of millions of dollars if the 
99-year agreement is passed. 

The deal doesn’t come with-
out a price for Andover, how-
ever. Between $2 million and 
$2.5 million will need to be 
paid by the town of Andover 
for infrastructure changes, 
such as pipes, gauges, and 
valves, to improve the current 

connection to North Read-
ing’s water system.

Andover will also be pay-
ing $953,000 to North Read-
ing over 10 years to partially 
compensate for the $2.4 mil-
lion North Reading paid to 
join the Massachusetts Water 
Resource Authority (MWRA). 

North Reading will lose the 
sum paid to the MWRA once 

the final decision is made to 
stick with Andover’s water. 
However, should Andover 
citizens fail to approve the 
North Reading Water article 
at Special Town Meeting, 
North Reading will return 
to seeking its water supply 
through the MWRA.

Follow Kelsey Bode on 
Twitter @Kelsey_Bode.
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renovations or even replace-
ment all at once. How did we 
get to this place?”

According to Gilbert, it 
was because of baby boom-
ers like herself that a num-
ber of schools were built 
in the 1950s and 1960s to 
accommodate for the popula-
tion growth after WWII. Six 
out of Andover’s 10 schools 
were built mid-century, Gil-
bert said.

Andover High was built in 
the 1960s.

“This is not unique to 
Andover,” Gilbert said. “As 
a result there are many 
towns coming to grips with 
servicing multiple schools 
that are coming to the end 
of their productive life. The 
state building program has 
become a very competi-
tive process and the School 
Committee had some tough 
choices to make in terms 
of how to  prioritize West 
Elementary, the high school, 
and coming down the pike I 
think Doherty Middle is 
something the district will 
be talking about.”

Gilbert made it clear dur-
ing her presentation  — 
Andover has maintained 
their schools well over time, 
but over time several of those 
schools have become worn 
out and out of date. It is well 
known that Andover High is 
overcrowded, teachers and 
students alike agree that the 
school is not big enough to 
house the current student 
population comfortably.

According to state stan-
dards, the school is two-
thirds the recommended 
size for the number of stu-
dents enrolled today. Of 

classrooms, 80 percent are 
smaller than state guidelines. 

The school also needs to 
update systems like the 
building’s ventilation and 
new boilers, to address code 
deficiencies, and improve the 
safety design of the school. 
There are no fire sprinklers 
in the origional classroom 
building, Dunn gym, or the 
Collins Center. 

At the time the school was 
built, fire sprinklers were 
not mandatory, and so the 
building has been “grandfa-
thered” in. However,  if   $6 
million or more is spent on 
renovating the school, the 

town will be forced to bring 
the school up to code fully — 
a very expensive proposition. 

The main office at Andover 
High is also on the second 
floor, far from the entryway 
where a desk has been set 
up for people to sign in and 
out. Today, schools have a 
vestibule visitors can enter 
to check in after which they 
are allowed into the build-
ing. This allows for a system 
that monitors everyone who 
enters and leaves the school. 

Further, the layout of the 
school would make it very 
difficult for emergency 
response vehicles to reach 

the school should there be an 
emergency during student 
drop off or pick up times.  

A major goal of the AHS 
Facility Study Committee is 
for the renovation to provide 
an environment more condu-
cive to learning. For instance, 
many classrooms at Andover 
High have poor acoustics, 
and this is something the 
committee hopes to address. 

The committee has also 
been examining the possibil-
ity of adding a preschool to 
the renovation project, as the 
Shawsheen Preschool facility 
is the most expensive build-
ing the town is currently 

running because of it’s out of 
date and inefficient systems 
and structure. 

“The one thing that we do 
know and can say is that any 
option that we come up with 
that solves all the problems 
confronting AHS will cost 
more than the community can 
spend,” Gilbert said. “Fund-
ing this project in totality will 
be probably impossible. The 
funding we have available will 
likely be sufficient for some 
but not all of the ideas that 
come forward. That is true of 
every single building project.

Follow Kelsey Bode on 
Twitter @Kelsey_Bode.

File photo
A heavy rainstorm in June 2015 revealed a massive leak between the facade and the Collins Center structure. The high school 
was built in the 1960s.

AHS
� Continued from Page  1

was whether the town ought 
to build a standalone build-
ing to address overcrowding. 
A standalone building would 

allow the town to bypass 
paying to bring the existing 
Andover High building up to 
code, which would be costly 
and require opening ceil-
ings and walls to install fire 
sprinklers. 

The town could also put 
funds for the project toward 
just updating the exisitng 
Andover High systems and 
bringing it up to code, with-
out addressing the signifi-
cant overcrowding issue.

Lastly, the town could both 
address the needs of the 
existing systems at Andover 
High, bring it up to coding, 
and add an addition to allevi-
ate overcrowding. 

“The challenge is that in 
order to address overcrowd-
ing and a shortage of space in 
the existing building, we will 
need to bring the entire build-
ing up to code,” Annie Gilbert, 
chairwoman of the AHS Facil-
ity Study Committee, wrote in 
an email. “This is important 
to do, but would add cost to 
the project.”

The AHS Facility Study 
Committee is also examin-
ing the potential for lock-
ers to be taken out of the 
school to make more space. 
The committee has found 
that students at AHS today 
do not feel a need for lock-
ers because their laptops 
allow them to carry smaller, 
lighter backpacks.  

According to Gilbert, the 
project is anticipated to take 
approximately three years, 
maybe a little more or less 
depending on the scope of 
the renovation. Whatever the 
town decides to do however, 
the construction of the project 
will be phased and planned 
to accommodate for students 
and teachers to continue to 
use the building along the 
way.

No budget has been dis-
cussed or decided upon yet, 
but estimates for funding are 
expected to be brought for-
ward in January as the vari-
ous options are vetted and 
deliberated over. Members 

of the AHS Facility Study 
Committee are working with 
Town Manager Andrew Fla-
nagan, and members of the 
Finance Committee, to assess 

how varying options for the 
renovation or addition may 
impact the taxypayers of 
Andover and the town’s debt 
structure. 

OPTIONS
� Continued from Page  1

 An article has been sub-
mitted for Special Town 
Meeting to change the date 
of town elections.

Bob Pokress of 3 Cher-
rywood Circle and others 
penned the article which, if 
approved, will allow a Home 
Rule Petition to be filed with 
the state to seek special leg-
islation. If passed, the special 
legislation would allow the 
town hold elections on the 
Tuesday after the first Mon-
day in November, the same 
statutory date during which 
state and federal elections 
are held. 

The article only needs a 
majority vote to be passed. 

Po k r e s s  a n d  o t h e r s 
behind the article see three 
major benefits to moving 
the date of town elections. 
First, it is believed that 
more voters will turn out if 
town elections are in sync 
with state and federal elec-
tions. Second, electing town 
officials in November allows 
them six months of experi-
ence with the town budget 
to prepare them for annual 
town meeting, versus the 
four  week turnaround 
currently in place. Lastly, 
Pokress’s article alleges 
that changing the date of 

town elections would save 
taxpayers between $20,000 
and $22,000. 

“Getting truly representa-
tive votes at our local elec-
tions is the most important 
benefit,” Pokress said. “It’s 
the difference between 
insiders determining the 
outcome of local elections 
versus the broad voters in 
town.”

According to Pokress, it 
is an issue that townspeo-
ple have been talking for 
decades. 

“ Ev e r y  s i n g l e  p e r -
son I approached, and I 
approached hundreds of 
people to get signatures on 
the petition to submit the 
article, said of course this 
makes sense,” Pokress said.

Pokress also pointed 
to the short time newly 
elected selectmen and 
school committee mem-
bers have between being 
sworn in and their election. 
He pointed to the fact that 
two seats on the selectmen 
are going to turn over only 
weeks before town meet-
ing, which will mean that 

two new selectmen to the 
board will vote on topics 
they had no hand in delib-
erating on over the past 
several months. 

Elect ing  of f ic ia ls  in 
November would give them 
the entire budget season to 
fully participate in discuss-
ing the town budget and 
other issues. 

Pokress was spurred to 
submit the article after 
reading a letter to the editor 
in the Andover Townsman 
months ago that mentioned 
bringing the issue to a 
town meeting vote. When 
Pokress couldn’t get in con-
tact with the author of the 
letter himself, he decided 
to submit his own article 
to address the issue at the 
next town meeting.

Paul Salafia, chairman of 
the Board of Selectmen, said 
there are positives and nega-
tives to the idea of changing 
the date of the election.

“There are some bene-
fits, but there are certainly 
some drawbacks,” he said. 
“The positives are obvious 
because when you put elec-
tions in the middle of bud-
get season and upcoming 
town meetings (as they are 
now), it stretches the work-
load very, very thin for the 
selectmen. I remember a 
couple years ago while I was 

chairman and I was up for re-
election, I didn’t have a min-
ute to spare. You wonder if 
that serves the town well if 
you have so much to do while 
you’re trying to get elected.”

How the terms of currently 
elected officials might be 
impacted by changing the 
date of town elections is one 
concern that has yet to be 
addressed.

“What do you do with the 
existing elected officials  if 
you pass that?” Salafia 
asked. “If you shorten their 
term or elongate their term 
how does that happen? I have 
no idea what you would do.”

Town Moderator Sheila 
Doherty said the charter 
would have to be changed.

“I think obviously it is the 
choice of the voters,” said 
Doherty. “But our charter 
states that our town elec-
tions would be held in the 
spring and that has been 
traditional for perhaps hun-
dreds of years. I understand 
Mr. Pokress’s argument that 
people tend to think of elec-
tions in the fall, but an awful 
lot of people in town think of 
town elections in the spring. 
I can see both arguments. I 
personally don’t have any 
issue with it in the spring, 
but if someone told me they 
were going to be in the fall I 
would have no problem with 

that either. If the voters feel 
there is a compelling reason 
to change it, they will.”

According to Town Clerk 
Larry Murphy, it’s hard to 
know how a change in the 
date of town elections might 
impact Andover without 
seeing the final piece of leg-
islation. Murphy said that no 
other towns have changed 
their town elections from 
spring to fall.

“The devil is in the details,” 
Murphy said. If elections 
were held on the same day 
as state elections in the fall, 
it would possibly require two 
separate sections and  bal-
lots, something other town 
clerks have told Murphy is a 
challenging operation.

“It certainly could save 
the town money,” Murphy 
said. “Tewksbury had a Spe-
cial Charter Commission in 
2011. One of the things they 
looked at was whether or not 
to move their elections to the 
fall to coincide with state 
elections. They did not come 
out with that as a recommen-
dation, but their report does 
not tell us why.”

“There is not a lot of expe-
rience to fall back on with 
this,” Murphy added. “I don’t 
want to take a position on it 
just yet.”

Follow Kelsey Bode on 
Twitter @Kelsey_Bode.

Pros and cons of changing the date of local elections
BY KELSEY BODE

kbode@andovertownsman.com 
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ANDOVER TOWNSMAN OBITUARIES

Obituaries in the Andover Townsman are paid notices.
To place an obituary, please visit andovertownsman.com/
submitobit. Call 1-800-681-6248 if you have any questions.

  �OBITUARIES

TUESDAY, DEC. 26

A River Road vehicle was 
towed at 1:30 p.m. for being 
operated  without insurance 
and a revoked license. 

At 2:34 p.m. an unregis-
tered vehicle was towed 
from Union Street. 

A Lincoln Circle woman 
reported that she lost her 
ID at 2:55 p.m. 

An elderly man was taken 
to Lawrence General Hospi-
tal after a report at 3:12 p.m. 
that he had been rolling in 
the snow and drinking beer 
on Andover Street. 

A man reported a strong 
sewage smell outside his 
Homestead Circle home at 
7:34 p.m. The Water Depart-
ment was contacted. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27

A hit-and-run crash was 
reported on Brookside Drive 
at 12:40 p.m.

Anthony Measamom, 22, 
of 104 Hancock St. 2, Law-
rence, was charged with 
an outstanding warrant on 
Fiske Street at 3:39 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 28

At 8:57 a.m. an elevator 
was reported as having 
been vandalized on Stevens 
Street the night before. 
Reportedly there was dam-
age to the door and loss of 
power to the elevator. 

Bryan Dumont, 42, of 331 
Merrimack St., Methuen, 
was charged with two 
outstanding warrants , 
impeded operation of a 
motor vehicle, and driv-
ing with a revoked license 
for a conviction of operat-
ing under the influence. 
Dumont was stopped by 
police on Lowell Street at 
9:51 a.m. One vehicle was 
towed. 

A crash between three 
motor vehicles was reported 
at 11:07 a.m. on North Main 
Street. One man was trans-
ported to the hospital and 
two vehicles were towed. 

An item from a Pheas-
ant Run woman’s safe was 
reported stolen at 2:58 p.m.

A  crash between two 
motor vehicles was reported 
to police at 4:28 p.m. on River 
Road. One person reported 
back pain from the incident. 

Florencio Cuevas, 60, of 
30 Railroad St., Apt. 243, 
Andover, was charged with 

an outstanding warrant. 
Cuevas was stopped by 
police on North Main Street 
at 10:40 p.m. One vehicle was 
towed. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 29

A hit-and-run crash was 
reported on Poor Street at 
2:19 p.m.

A crash resulting in inju-
ries was reported on Red 
Spring Road at 5:38 p.m. Two 
vehicles were towed. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 30

A crash resulting in inju-
ries was reported on Lowell 
Street at 3:21 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 31

A two-car crash result-
ing in injury was reported 
on Dascomb Road at 12:39 
p.m. Both vehicles were 
towed. 

At 3:42 p.m. an attempted 
theft of $314 worth of items 
on Railroad Street was 
reported to police. 

A crash between two 
vehicles resulted in inju-
ries on Haverhill Street at 
6:03 p.m.

MONDAY, JAN. 1

A hit-and-run crash was 
reported on River Road at 
9:34 a.m. The caller who 
reported the incident told 
police that a heavily dam-
aged, small, red SUV was 
parked in their driveway 
and did not belong to them. 
A pole was also damaged 
in the incident. One vehicle 
was towed. 

A front desk worker on 
River Road reported at 2:30 
p.m. an assault and office 
destruction by a guest.

A crash hit-and-run was 
reported at 4:30 p.m. on 
Memorial Circle.

A hypodermic needle 
was reported on the road 
on William Street in front 
of the caller’s home at 6:13 
p.m. An officer retrieved 
the needle and disposed of 
it.

Jenna Taylor, 29, of 96 
Orchard St., Lynn, was 
charged with an outstand-
ing warrant. Taylor was 
approached by police on 
River Road at 6:23 p.m.

Follow Kelsey Bode on 
Twitter @Kelsey_Bode.
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ANDOVER — A Boston 
legal aid attorney has said 
she is “seriously consider-
ing” a run against Republi-
can state Rep. Jim Lyons of 
Andover.

Tram T. Nguyen, 31, of 
Andover has never held 
elected office, but said she 
became interested in poli-
tics through the advocacy 
work she’s been doing in the 
city for the last four years. 
Nguyen works as an attor-
ney for Greater Boston Legal 
Services, a nonprofit that 
provides free legal assis-
tance and representation to 
low-income families to help 
them secure basic needs like 
housing and job protection.

“I believe my work ethic, 
passion and commitment to 
public service has been clear 
through my experience,” 
said Nguyen, a Democrat. 
“This is not something that 
I just decided to do now ... 
this is my commitment to 
public service that started 
right after college, and even 
during college when I did a 
lot of volunteer work, so I’m 
hoping that will resonate 
with the people.”

A graduate of Methuen 
Public Schools, Nguyen 
grew up in the Merrimack 
Valley after moving to the 
United States from Vietnam 
with her family in the early 
1990s as political refugees. 
She earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Tufts Univer-
sity, where she originally 
planned a pre-med track 
before deciding to go into 
law.

Nguyen worked for the 
Census Bureau in 2010, 
which she called “my intro-
duction into advocacy ... 
getting people involved and 
civically engaged.”

After graduating from 
Northeastern School of Law 
in 2013, Nguyen went on to 
work for Greater Boston 
Legal Services as a legal aid 
attorney. She said she works 
to secure protection for “the 
poorest of the poor” from 
domestic violence, eviction, 
wage theft, employment 
issues and immigration 
issues.

“We come from humble 
beginnings,” Nguyen said 
of her own family. “I have 
first-hand knowledge of the 
struggles they faced and 
that’s why I’m committed 
to making sure all workers 
make a living wage, have 
adequate job protection and 
can battle wage theft and 
exploitation.”

Though she would not 
confirm she has officially 
decided to run, Nguyen 
said she is focused on 
building a campaign plat-
form and learning about 
the issues facing residents 
of the 18th District, which 
includes parts of Andover, 
North Andover, Boxford and 
Tewksbury.

Some of her primary con-
cerns for the district were 
ensuring fair funding for 
public schools and working 
to “create opportunities for 
home ownership, to make 
sure the community is wel-
coming to new residents as 
well as sustainable to people 
who have been there for a 
long time.”

Despite having never 

held elected 
office, 
Nguyen 
s a i d  s h e 
was  more 
interested 
in running 
for a state 
s e at  t h a n 
a position 
on the local 
B o a r d  o f 
Selectmen 
o r  S c h o o l 
Committee 
because she 
has experi-
ence in the 
Statehouse, 
where she 
has testified 

about bills that would ben-
efit her legal clients.

“I also think that I will 
bring a much needed, fresh 
perspective to the State-
house,” she said. “For one, I 
am a legal aid attorney who 
has had exposure to many 
different issues that peo-
ple in Massachusetts have 
faced, so I have an under-
standing of the issues. … I 
really, truly believe that my 
dedication to the people has 
been apparent, and I think 
people will see that and that 
is the perspective that will 
benefit the Statehouse in the 
long run.”

Lyons, a staunch Repub-
lican who has held the 18th 
Essex District seat since 
2010, is running for his fifth 
term on Beacon Hill. He said 
he is “looking forward” to 
the election cycle, and said 
he does not know Nguyen.

“Our message is one that 
we need balance on Bea-
con Hill. … The Democrats’ 
message is one of taking 
care of their own … and we 
now have seen what one-
party rule creates, which 
is corruption,” Lyons said, 
referring to the current 
investigation into Senate 
President Stan Rosenberg’s 
husband, Bryon Hefner, who 
has been accused of sexual 
assault.

Lyons also expressed 
concern over spending, not-
ing that Democrats in the 
Statehouse have voted to 
continue to increase spend-
ing on MassHealth, rejected 
proposals to increase aid to 
cities and towns, and “refuse 
to take on the major issues 
that are impacting the opioid 
epidemic” by voting against 
authorizing police to detain 
“people who are held on civil 
retainers.”

“The last thing we want to 
do is put more Democrats on 
Beacon Hill. We’ll continue 
to fight to protect the tax-
payers,” Lyons said.

When asked if she had 
concerns about her oppo-
nent’s record while in office, 
Nguyen deflected the ques-
tion, insisting her “main con-
cern right now is putting my 
campaign together.”

“This is very early on in 
the process,” she said.

Lyons said he plans to 
continue to spread the same 
message he has since he 
took office.

“We’re looking forward to 
this election cycle, to con-
tinue to bring the message 
that we’ve been bringing 
to the people for our entire 
career, which is one of pro-
tecting the taxpayer,” Lyons 
said.

Lyons may have 
an opponent

STAFF REPORT

Jim Lyons

Tram T. Nguyen

 BOSTON — National Grid 
customers could be digging 
deeper into their pockets to 
pay for upgrades to the utili-
ty’s aging natural gas system.

The utility’s gas distribu-
tion companies, Colonial 
Gas and Boston Gas, are 
seeking approval from the 
state Department of Public 
Utilities to raise about $87.3 
million by hiking rates an 
average of 7 percent for resi-
dential users and 23 percent 
for commercial.

National Grid serves more 
than 900,000 gas customers 
in Massachusetts, including 
tens of thousands North of 
Boston.

The proposed rate hikes 
follow a 34 percent increase 
in the utility’s winter elec-
tricity rates, which went into 
effect Nov. 1. That only cov-
ers the cost of power, which 
National Grid doesn’t control 
and is not allowed to profit 
from under state law.

The company argues in 

filings that the rate increases 
for gas are necessary to 
“upgrade an 11,000-mile 
gas distribution network, 
improve service quality, 
respond to industry safety 
and regulatory expectations, 
and modernize operations.”

Upgrades include hiring 
an additional 300 workers to 
modernize its distribution 
system, replace more than 
300 gas main pipelines, and 
repair 3,600 gas leaks a year.

“Moving natural gas to our 
customers’ homes and busi-
nesses requires constant 
investment — everything 
from pipes and meters to 
the skilled employees who 
maintain and improve our 
systems,” Cordi O’Hara, 
president of National Grid 
in Massachusetts, said in a 
statement.

“An update to our rates 
will allow us to continue 
making these critical invest-
ments for our customers,” 
she added.

National Grid’s gas distribu-
tion rates haven’t increased 
since 2010, according to the 

company. In the meantime, 
according to the statement, 
the company has faced 
increases in property taxes 
and equipment costs.

Last year, the company 
spent more than $500 mil-
lion to upgrade its natural 
gas distribution system. It 
plans to spend an average of 
$658 million a year over the 
next three years on system 
upgrades.

Under the proposed rate 
increases, residential cus-
tomers would see annual 
bills increase from $25.75 to 
$80.17 on average, depend-
ing on how much gas some-
one uses and whether it’s for 
heat, hot water or other uses, 
according to the utility’s fil-
ings with the state. Com-
mercial and industrial users 
would see increases of 17 to 
23 percent.

Attorney General Maura 
Healey, who has opposed rate 
increases proposed by other 
utilities, has intervened in 
the review process. Her office 
has the authority to seek 
lower rates or restrictions 

aimed at shielding the state’s 
energy consumers from hefty 
increases.

Utilities are increasingly 
seeking increases to pay for 
projects to modernize aging 
infrastructure.

Eve r s o u r c e  r e c e ive d 
approval from state regula-
tors in November to raise 
electricity rates by nearly 
$220 million over five years, 
including a $37 million 
increase in the first year. It 
has 1.4 million customers in 
the state.

The utility said it plans to 
use the money to upgrade 
its system, reduce outages 
and invest in a network of 
electrical vehicle charging 
locations.

On Wednesday, Healey said 
she was appealing the DPU’s 
decision to grant the Ever-
source rate increases, spe-
cifically its approval of a 10 
percent shareholder return. 
She described it as one of 
the highest rates allowed by 
a state regulator in the last 
five years. The new rates are 
set to go into effect on Jan. 1.

National Grid seeks increase for gas bills
 BY CHRISTIAN WADE

Statehouse Reporter

Beverly (Knoll) Schmitt
November 10, 1929 - December 25, 2017

ANDOVER- Beverly
(Knoll) Schmitt, born in Hart-
ford, Conn. on November 10,
1929, Beverly passed away
peacefully on December 25,
2017 at the age of 88. The
daughter of the late Beatrice
(Schadee) and Charles Henry
Knoll, Beverly was a resident
of Atria Marland Place in An-
dover, former resident of
North Andover, MA, and a
longtime resident of Glen
Cove, New York. As a young
girl, Beverly always had a
passion for art and would
draw while listening to her fa-
vorite radio shows. Beverly
attended the Vesper George
School of Art in Boston, Mass.

Beverly started her career
as an art director in New York
City. She met her future hus-
band, Charlie through mutual
family friends. Upon Charlie's
return from serving in Korea
in the U.S. Army, Beverly and
Charlie married and lived in
Brooklyn, New York before
moving to Long Island. Bever-
ly did pastel portraits and al-
so taught watercolor classes.
Setting up a home art studio,
Beverly taught art for over 50
years with students from
ages 7 to over 80. Married to
an avid sailor, Beverly's wa-
tercolors often captured
scenes of boats on Long Is-
land Sound as well as their
trips to her native New Eng-
land.

With her husband, Charlie,
Beverly created a business
called "Garden Guests."
Charlie carved the pieces
while Beverly painted the
trompe l'oeil figures of jungle
animals, pets, and children.
Many of the pieces were used
in prize-winning designs in
Nassau County's Arts Forum.
A past president of the
Aquarelle Society on Long Is-
land, Beverly was also a mem-
ber of the Manhasset Art As-
sociation for many years.

Beverly was predeceased
by her beloved husband of 61
years, Charles W. Schmitt.
She leaves her son, Gary
Schmitt and wife, Alison
Schmitt of Glen Cove, N.Y.;
daughter, Laurel Book and
husband, Gary Book of West
Hempstead, N.Y., and daugh-

ter, Carol Van Doren and hus-
band, Edward Van Doren of
Andover, MA. She also leaves
her grandchildren, Diana
Corvelle, Emily Corvelle, Mol-
ly Van Doren, Benjamin Van
Doren, Jay Ackerman, Brian
Ackerman, Joseph P. Schmitt,
and Elizabeth Schmitt; and
great-granddaughter, Victo-
ria Schmitt. She leaves her
cousins, David Ritchie and
Wendell Ritchie. She was also
sister to the late Joyce Knoll,
s ister-in-law to the late
Joseph W. Schmitt, grand-
mother to the late Charles G.
Schmitt, and mother-in-law to
the late Dianna Schmitt and
Douglas Corvelle. Beverly
was also mom to her two
beloved senior cats from the
MSPCA at Nevins Farm, Lily
and Lovey. Lovey most recent-
ly joined the family after be-
ing rescued from St. John,
USVI following the hurri-
canes.

ARRANGEMENTS: A cele-
bration of Beverly's life will
be held on January 13th at 11
a.m. at the Burke-Magliozzi
Funeral Home, 390 N. Main
Street, Andover. A period of
visitation will be held prior to
the service at 10 a.m. In lieu of
flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy may be made in Bever-
ly's memory to the MSPCA
Nevins Farm, 400 Broadway,
Methuen, MA 01844 or Bread
& Roses, 58 Newbury Street,
Lawrence, MA 01840. For
more information or to send
online condolences, please
visit
www.burkemagliozzi.com.

ThomasGustin
December 17, 1954 - December 24, 2017

FALMOUTH- Thomas R.
Gustin, passed away at age 63
on December 24, 2017 after a
brief illness.

He was born in Canton,
Ohio to Mary and
James Gustin. He
resided in Waquoit,
Mass. Cape Cod.
Graduate of Perry
High School and The
Ohio State Universi-
ty. Tom worked at
IBM for 35 years.
Married to Susan for
37 and had three children. His
life was a living example of
how to live with passion and
love. He was generous, kind
and loved and admired by
many. He will be forever re-
membered by the love of his
life, Susan, their amazing
children, James of Utah, Katie
Espinola (Keith - husband
and friend) of Massachsetts,
Michael of Massachusetts;
and his cherished grandchil-
dren, Hailey, Conor, and Tyler

Espinola. He is also survived
by siblings, Michael (Linda)
Gustin, Marlane (Bill) Harris,
Linda (Leon) DeBaer, and
David (Beth) Gustin. He was

preceded in death by
his parents, Mary
and James Gustin.

A celebration of
Tom's life will begin
at 12 noon on Satur-
day, January 6 at
Chapman Cole &
Gleason in Mashpee.
A reception will fol-

low.
In lieu of flowers, donations

may be made in Tom's name
to JimmyFund.org, Wounded
WarriorProject .org, or
FalmouthServiceCenter.org.
For online guestbook and di-
rect ions please visit
www.ccgfuneralhome.com.

A funeral service will be
held at Chapman Cole and
Gleason Funeral Home, 74 Al-
gonquin Avenue, Mashpee,
MA, United States.

MaryE. (Kane)Murphy
March 1, 1945 - January 1, 2018

ANDOVER - Mrs. Mary E.
(Kane) Murphy joined the
Peace Corps on her 65th
birthday, along with her hus-
band Gerald in Philadelphia
on March 1, 2010.

Mary Evelyn (Kane) Mur-
phy, age 72, was born on
March 1, 1945 in Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts, to Daniel Patrick
and Evelyn (Nichols) Kane.
She was predeceased by her
siblings; Daniel P. Kane of
Wesfield, Joseph R. Kane of
Dracut and Martha (Kane)
Thorburn of Lowell.

Mary is survived by her
husband, Gerald J. Murphy of
Andover; son, Joshua Patrick
Murphy of Johannesburg,
South Africa and son Ethan
Kane Murphy of Hartford,
Vermont and sister, Margaret
(Kane) Dinneen of Lowell.

Mary graduated from St.
Joseph Hospital School of
Nursing and Lowell State Col-
lege with a BSN, which she
completed in three years. A
Registered Nurse since 1965,
she worked in area hospitals,
Mass General Hospital and a
twenty five year career at the
Bedford VA Hospital where
she retired as a Nurse Manag-
er. After retirement from the
VA, she continued working in
locally area nursing homes
and as an instructor for Nurs-
ing Assistants. She volun-
teered at the Andover Senior
Center. She was a strong ad-
vocate for patients' rights and
worked tirelessly in that end.

She was most proud of her

work as a Peace Corps volun-
teer working as a Health Edu-
cator in Morocco for twenty
six months from 2010-2012.
She continued her patient ad-
vocacy in Morocco some-
times at the distress of local
officials.

Her Memorial Service will
be held in the Burke-
Magliozzi Funeral Home, 390
North Main Street, Andover,
on Friday, January 5, 2018, at
3 :30 p.m. Relat ives and
friends are most welcome to
attend. Visitation will be prior
to the service, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. Interment will be
privately held. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Mary's
memory may be made to Mer-
rimack Valley Hospice, 360
Merrimack Street, Lawrence,
MA 01843. For additional in-
formation, please visit ,
www.burkemagliozzi.com.
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Dascomb Road 
project adds tax 

revenue for schools
Editor, Townsman:

I have lived and worked 
in Andover for almost 20 
years. I love the people, the 
open spaces, the history, the 
charm, and the schools. And 
I am an active supporter of 
the Dascomb Road Project.

I serve on the boards of 
several local organizations, 
including Andover Commu-
nity Trust, Pike School Board 
of Trustees, and the Advisory 
Board of Mistral. I was also a 
founding member of Andover 
Tomorrow, the group that 
supported the development 
of the Historic Mill District, 
so I have a solid understand-
ing of the positive impact a 
project like Dascomb Road 
can create for the town.

As a superintendent of 
schools for 12 years, I con-
stantly looked for ways to 
expand the economic pie, so 
that our school budget could 
support necessary programs 
and staff for our students. 
This unique project would do 
just that. It would provide the 
town with additional tax reve-
nue, financially benefiting our 
schools without negatively 
impacting the school system.

Plus, it would make a huge 
improvement to the property 
that is now unattractive and 
empty of life. It would provide 
more housing for the 55-plus 
residents who are downsizing 
and want to stay in this beau-
tiful town. It would create a 
vibrant neighborhood with 
a community center, open 
green spaces, new restau-
rants, high-end shopping and 
a free trolley that would con-
nect to downtown Andover. 
It also would improve a very 
dangerous intersection with 
traffic lights to regulate wait 
times and traffic flow, and 
with bike paths and side-
walks for the residents, most 
importantly the children. 

That’s why I will be attend-
ing the Special Town Meeting 

on Jan. 29 to vote ‘yes’ for 
the Dascomb Road Project to 
include 55-plus Housing.

CLAUDIA BACH
19 Chandler Circle

Andover

Elm Street project 
disruptive to 
neighborhood

Editor, Townsman:
There has been much writ-

ten about the assisted living 
project underway on Elm 
Street in Andover. For the 
abutters like my family and 
me, there is frustration and 
mistrust on multiple levels 
toward the developer, and 
more importantly, toward our 
town leadership. The ques-
tions raised by myself and 
many others in the neighbor-
hood are ones that all taxpay-
ers in Andover that elect our 
town officials should be ask-
ing, and are ones that should 
be considered when the next 
project goes before the Plan-
ning Board for approval.

While I’m not writing this 
to revisit the board’s decision 
to approve the special permit, 
it is instructive to visit the 
developer’s website, Capital 
Senior Living, and compare 
the location of the commu-
nity being built at 139 Elm St. 
with other communities built 
in the Northeast in similar (or 
smaller) size towns. Anyone 
curious can visit http://www.
capitalsenior.com/find/, select 
communities such as Milford, 
Massachusetts; Summit, New 
Jersey; Oneonta, New York; 
and Williamsville, New York, 
and enter those addresses 
into Google Earth. The com-
munities in these towns are 
all located adjacent to major 
roadways and have other 
large, commercial develop-
ments nearby. Does the CSL 
community belong on Elm 
Street in Andover? That 
question is moot at this point 
thanks to the Planning Board, 
but Google Earth pictures are 
worth a thousand words.

W i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n 

underway as of this fall, more 
relevant questions are raised. 
First, why was communica-
tion with the neighborhood 
at the outset of the construc-
tion non-existent? If you read 
the article in the Townsman 
last week you get the impres-
sion the town was pro-active 
in establishing a communi-
cations channel through the 
town website. That would 
be an incorrect impression. 
After multiple requests for 
information back in Octo-
ber regarding road detours, 
potential bus stop modifica-
tions, and blasting details, the 
response I received from the 
town was that there is “no by-
law that requires the town to 
provide updates to residents 
of a private project.” I was 
instead told to contact munic-
ipal services for information 
on the roadwork, contact the 
police department regarding 
detours, and the fire depart-
ment regarding the blasting. 
Really? A $36 million building 
is being constructed in a res-
idential neighborhood after 
the Planning Board approved 
the special permit, and there 
is no bylaw requiring the 
town to communicate to its 
taxpayers? Town leadership 
should have taken ownership 
over communication from the 
beginning. Period.

Regarding the blasting that 
has been ongoing since Octo-
ber, last week’s article cor-
rectly stated the developer 
in 2015 was not anticipating 
blasting for the site. Anyone 
that has surveyed the lot 
would have seen significant 
amounts of ledge, so one has 
to assume the Planning Board 
knew blasting was likely.

Blasting commenced in 
October, once per day, and 
while it is difficult to explain 
the magnitude of the blast, 
the glasses in our kitchen 
cabinet shake during certain 
blasts (and our home is rela-
tively new). On Oct. 26, the 
neighbors received a letter 
from the construction firm 
Dellbrook, stating that rock 
operations were “anticipated 

to be complete next week.” 
We are now entering January 
and blasting is continuing on 
a daily basis. The response I 
received on Dec. 27 from the 
blasting company was that 
blasting could be complete by 
the end of January, “depend-
ing upon where we find the 
rock.”

While residents are being 
told the work is in compli-
ance with the law, there is an 
interesting online resource 
on construction vibration 
(http://vibrationdamage.com/
constdam.htm) that states 
vibration standards used 
by builders “estimate dam-
age probabilities for a group 
of structures from a single 
blasting event, not the prob-
abilities of multiple events 
damaging a single structure.” 
We’re likely to record over 50 
blasting events for this proj-
ect, possibly more. Is there 
a point where the town can 
put a stop to the blasting, or 
will the town let the blasting 
continue indefinitely? Has the 
town approached Dellbrook 
to understand why blasting 
is continuing beyond the date 
noted in the Oct. 26 letter? 
Has the town approached 
CSL to understand why they 
told the residents while they 
were “selling” the project that 
blasting was not anticipated? 
Furthermore, given that the 
cumulative effect of the blast-
ing may not be visible for some 
time, what will the recourse be 
for residents that find damage 
months or years from now?

It is not too late for town 
leadership to meet with the 
neighbors, address these and 
other open questions, and 
establish more transparent 
communication channels. I am 
hopeful someone will step up 
and lead this. Moving forward, 
our elected and appointed 
town officials need to use this 
project as an opportunity to 
learn and improve the sup-
port of, and communication 
with the taxpayers of Andover.

PETE PAGLIA
3 Farnsworth Road

Andover

Opinion

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WEB QUESTION
Editor’s note: Due to an editing glitch, the question about 

New Year’s Eve published in the paper was never posted 
online. Also, the results of the election question below have 
been updated with new numbers.

This week’s question:
The Essex Street train crossing gate has been a source of 

safety concern for local residents for some time. Due to a 
timing glitch, the crossing gate indicating an oncoming train 
sometimes goes up when a train is coming then abruptly 
drops again as the train gets closer. Are you afraid to go through 
the Essex Street train crossing intersection?

Yes. It’s too hairy. Someone’s going to get killed.
No. You just have to be safe and look both ways.

Last week’s (and the week before) question:
The town election is in March. When new people come to 

town, many scratch their heads, wondering why the town 
election is in March. Why isn’t it in November, when turnout 
would be much higher? Instead, turnout for town elections is 
dismally low. As a result, special interest groups tend to get 
their own candidates elected, which is bad for town government. 
Do you think the town should change the date of the town election?

Yes. Turnout is so low because nobody knows when the 
election is. 64 votes.

No. This is the customary time for elections. Why change 
something that’s been working so well for so many years? 
33 votes. 

All kinds of things can be delivered directly to your 
door — dinner, groceries, dry cleaning and, of course, 
this newspaper. Never mind the whole world of things 
the internet has put within reach, if not instantly then 
within a few days.

And, soon enough in Massachusetts, there will be 
marijuana — lots and lots of it, potentially. Up to $3,000 
worth can be legally delivered at a time, per rules 
prescribed last week by the state’s Cannabis Control 
Commission.

When nearly 54 percent of voters last year agreed to the 
sale and use of recreational marijuana, could they possibly 
have been thinking of the cannabis version of the Wells 
Fargo Wagon a-coming to bring pounds of weed? Doubt-
lessly not. Regardless, marijuana delivery is now rolled 
into myriad opportunities for this new industry to spread.

It makes leaders of more than 100 cities and towns that 
have slapped bans or moratoriums on retail marijuana 
sales in the aftermath of the vote seem prescient — that 
is, if they had the foresight to ban rolling marijuana sales 
as well as the more likely over-the-counter exchanges.

Supporters of legalized marijuana have advocated 
both for marijuana delivery and against local restric-
tions on its sale. As for the cannabis cafes also allowed 
under the new law and the committee’s rules, Jim 
Borghesani, head of the Marijuana Policy Project, has 
called concerns about them unfounded.

“It’s no different than a bar or restaurant that serves 
alcohol,” he told Statehouse reporter Christian Wade, 
describing the pot cafes potentially coming to a corner 
near you. “I think there will be a lot of interest in it from 
many communities.”

It remains unclear if those cafes will allow smoking, 
especially considering limits already in place on tobacco 
smoking, or if they will be limited to marijuana only in edi-
ble forms. Either way, it’s hard to imagine much enthusi-
asm for a local pot cafe outside of the state’s urban centers.

Deliveries are a different thing altogether. They’ll 
give pot users a convenience not now available to most 
drinkers — doorstep service.

The committee has offered some limitations on pot 
deliveries. Service will only be available during busi-
ness hours, for example, and drivers must check for ID 
to verify that recipients are at least 21 years old.

Still, we’re supposed to take comfort that these rules 
will ensure marijuana stays out of the hands of children.

The passage and implementation of legal marijuana 
in Massachusetts has been a farce from the beginning, 
as if Cheech Marin and Tommy Chong got together on 
an episode of “The West Wing.”

The voter-approved referendum was so legally messy, 
it required the intervention of lawmakers, who couldn’t 
touch things without resisting the urge to jack up taxes 
on legal marijuana sales. After its approval, cities and 
towns wrote local rules for sale and distribution amid 
a fog of legal uncertainties. More than 100 communities 
chose to either ban it locally, or at least delay its sale 
with a temporary moratorium.

Now, as the state focuses on the more granular 
aspects of regulation, its Cannabis Control Commis-
sion seems intent on rushing past the legalization of 
this drug — still on the federal government’s watch list 
of banned substances, mind you — and into the realm 
of legitimizing it. Which is exactly what happens when 
the weed delivery driver — will they have lights atop of 
their cars, like the pizza people? — turn up at your door.

It’s not too late to stub out this idea. The proposed rules 
will be subjected to months of hearings in this intermina-
ble process. Marijuana possession was legal last year, but 
we’re not due to see legal sales for another six months.

That said, it seems unlikely that this is going away 
given the way legal weed has rolled — figuratively and 
now, it seems, literally.

Pot at your doorstep 
a bridge too far

A West Andover man gave 
a party the other day.

It wasn’t the usual sort of 
party, however, but one entail-
ing a story that should make 
every resident of Andover 
proud of this town and of the 
people who reside here.

The whole thing started 
back in 1937, when a little 
one-room shanty out on 
Wood Hill Road burned 
down. It had been the home 
of Francois Henuset, 60 years 
old and lately a resident in a 
state hospital, who eked out 
a living with a small garden 
and a similar pension.

The cottage had been 
Henuset’s only home for per-
haps two years, and when it 
was destroyed, the Andover 
Red Cross saw that it had a 
job to do. Temporary shelter 
was improvised from what 
had been a chicken coop. 
Ingenuity and hard work 
turned it into a comfortable 
dwelling, and work was 
immediately started on a 
more substantial shelter. 
Henuset, though an old 
man, and lately an invalid, 
promised the Red Cross 
that he would turn his farm 
into something they would 
be proud to have helped in 
starting.

Ever since then, he has 
held an open house once 
a year for the people who 
helped him in his distress 
and to demonstrate to his 
friends how worthwhile was 

the assistance they gave him.
How well he has kept his 

promise was demonstrated 
recently. The house itself 
is warm, well-furnished, 
immaculate. In the back 
stands a low shed, with a 
small windmill on top, by 
means of which he makes 
his own electricity. A well to 
the north furnishes plenty 
of water. Facing the road 
are several apple trees, and 
beside it, a fairly large melon 
patch with fruit weighing 
down the vines. Grapes, 
hops, several kinds of herbs, 

tomatoes, gourds, are other 
products of the farm.

Two summer houses, com-
plete with hand-fashioned 
trellises and benches, and 
indicated by neat gravel 
paths, stand on the grounds, 
and a pig pen, with two 
plump young hogs within, 
and chicken coop housing a 
brace of geese and several 
hens, complete the buildings.

Practically everything 
on his premises, except the 
cottage and household fur-
nishings, was made by Mr. 
Henuset himself. Though he 

gets his water supply from 
a small well, he has con-
structed an ingenious shower 
bath. He has even built a 
small pool at one end of his 
flower garden, and a family 
of frogs in it are a great help 
in keeping his place free of 
insects.

No hermit, however, is 
Francois Henuset. He comes 
down to Haggett’s Pond Road 
quite often to visit his neigh-
bors there, and do a few odd 
jobs for them. In turn, they 
drive him to Lawrence or 
Andover center to do his 
small shopping, though he 
walks the whole distance 
himself when the spirit 
moves him. His large stock of 
magazines help keep him in 
touch with the world.

Once a steward at a large 
Boston club, he has no dif-
ficulty in making his guests 
comfortable at his annual 
thank you party. His large 
garden provides them with 
ample refreshment, and the 
improvements he has made, 
with plenty of conversa-
tion. And limited though 
his resources are, he has a 
stimulating philosophy, and 
a refreshing outlook on the 
affairs of the world — a phi-
losophy of giving that people 
everywhere would be better 
for following.

“You can say ‘thank you’ 
again and again,” he reminds 
his guests, “And still, it may 
come only from the lips. The 
real way to prove your grati-
tude is to give something 
back to your benefactors.”

Perhaps he gives us, 
unknowingly, much more 
than he receives.

Francois Henuset gives a party: The power of giving back 
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Creative Living Inc., a school for people 
with disabilities, held a holiday party at Faith 
Lutheran Church on Dec. 13, 2017.

Family and friends gathered for an evening 
of fun and a visit from Santa Claus.

Creative Living is located at 368 So. Main St.

Creative Living 
hosts holiday party

CARL RUSSO/Staff photos
Cynthia Madden of Andover and her daughter, Beth, have their picture taken with Santa. The Maddens have worn their 
matching Christmas sweaters during the holiday season for the past 30 years.

David Rutkowski of Andover holds up a Christmas present he 
received, a disco light ball, as Ray J. DiFiore, left, of Methuen 
and William Flynn of Andover look on.

Cynthia Carr of Andover can’t wait to open her Christmas 
present from Santa.

Mark Stanganelli poses with his parents, Jerry and Beverly, after 
receiving his Christmas present. The family lives in Methuen.

Jimmy Bonanno of Andover is happy to shake Santa’s 
hand after receiving his Christmas gift. Creative Living of 
Andover enhances the lives of young adults and adults with 
developmental disabilities through life skills plus social, 
educational, recreational and respite programs. Since 1995, 
the organization has hosted a monthly Social Club, during 
which friends, old and new, come together to socialize, share a 
meal, and have fun for an evening.

BOSTON — Three years 
after MBTA service prob-
lems were exposed by the 
harsh winter of 2015, the 
transit authority’s systems 
are being put to the test 
again with another week 
of frigid temperatures 
and heavy snowfall in the 
forecast.

Transit officials are advis-
ing riders to prepare for 
potential delays this week 
as the cold snap continues. 
In recent days, MBTA users 
have faced a blend of satis-
factory service combined 
with sometimes lengthy 
delays and cancellations as 
the area copes with a string 
of below-freezing days and 
riders deal with late arrivals 
and missed appointments.

A “huge amount of work” 
is going into attempts to 
minimize disruptions for 
passengers, Transporta-
tion Secretary Stephanie 
Pollack said Tuesday.

“If we’re running five or 
ten minutes late, that’s way 
better than 2015, when ser-
vice was shut down for days 
and even weeks at a time,” 
Pollack said on WBUR’s 
“Radio Boston.” “But because 
of the cold weather, we just 
want to make sure our cus-
tomers plan for that kind of 
eventuality, because there’s 
just a big difference, given 
this temperature, between 
standing and waiting for 
your train for five minutes 
and standing and waiting for 
your train for 20 minutes.”

Gov. Charlie Baker said 
extreme cold can be “almost 
more dangerous and dif-
ficult than snow” in some 
respects.

“Rails break, and when 
rails break, that creates all 
kinds of issues for riders,” 
Baker said Tuesday, accord-
ing to a WHDH broadcast.

There have been eight bro-
ken rails on exterior portions 
of T lines during the recent 
cold spell, Pollack said, and 
seven were repaired without 
service disruptions. 

MBTA, 
state push 
for on-time 
rail service
STATE HOUSE NEWS SERVICE
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After debilitating hip and knee pain, Michael Diodati is feeling like himself 
again. When he could no longer walk or tend to his construction business, 
much less his vintage car hobby, he had his knee replaced. Then, a year 
later, his hip. “The second time, I was a part of a new program. I attended
a pre-surgical Joints in Motion class and knew what to expect every step

of the way. These days, my joints and my MG are 
running like new.”

To view Michael’s full journey and take an online pain 
assessment, visit lawrencegeneral.org/joints. 
Lawrence General. Boston-quality care, close to home.

MICHAEL HAS 
MORE HIP POWER, 
AND HORSEPOWER

TODAY:

Route:

4574_restore_MG_Andovers_townsman_8.4583x11_v1.indd Creative> Lawrence General> 4574_
Restore_MG_folder>Latest> 4574_restore_
MG_Andovers_townsman_8.4583x11_v1.indd4574 12-18 -17

Lawrence General Hospital patient
and Lawrence resident, Michael Diodati
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Charlie Chaplin’s iconic 
“Little Tramp” character 
remains famous around the 
world more than a century 
after he first skidded onto the 
silver screen. Soon, the char-
acter comes to the Rogers 
Center at Merrimack College.

The family-friendly pro-
gram features silent films 
made in Chaplin’s early 
career that first made “Little 
Tramp” famous.

Chaplin’s best short come-
dies will be shown on Thurs-
day, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m. Live 
music for the movies will 
be provided by silent film 
accompanist Jeff Rapsis and 
admission is free.

These film showings are 
part of the college’s Tam-
bakos Film Series, and 
will include several com-
edies made during Chap-
lin’s “mutual” period of 1916 
and 1917. The two-reel films 
(each about 20 minutes long) 
are fast-paced, full of sight 
gags, and widely regarded as 
Chaplin’s most popular short 
comedies.

The films show Chaplin in 
full command of his charac-
ter and many were re-issued 
and re-released to theaters 
throughout the silent period, 
even when Chaplin had 
moved on to make feature 
films.

The program is family 
friendly and suitable for all 

ages. Newcomers to “silent 
film with live music” are 
especially encouraged to 
attend and rediscover this 
unique art form.

“Seeing Chaplin on the big 
screen, with live music, and 

with an audience, is one of 
the great treats of the cin-
ema,” Rapsis said in a press 
release. 

Rapsis said presenting 
vintage cinema is impor-
tant, and the Rogers aims to 

show silent film as they were 
meant to be seen - in restored 
prints, on a large screen, 
with live music, and with an 
audience.

“All those elements are 
important parts of the silent 

film experience,” said Rap-
sis, who will accompany the 
movies. “Recreate those con-
ditions, and classics of early 
Hollywood, such as Chaplin’s 
early comedies, leap back to 
life in ways that audiences 

still find entertaining.”
Rapsis performs on a digi-

tal synthesizer that repro-
duces the texture of the full 
orchestra, creating a tradi-
tional “movie score” sound. 
He improvises the complete 
score in real time during the 
screening of each film.

“Creating a movie score on 
the fly is kind of a high-wire 
act, but it can often make 
for more excitement than if 
everything is planned out in 
advance,” Rapsis said.

Other upcoming films in 
the Rogers Center’s silent 
film series include:

• Thursday, Feb. 15, 7 p.m.: 
“Metropolis” (1927); German 
director Fritz Lang’s amaz-
ing epic about a futuristic 
society where an educated 
elite enjoys life in a glittering 
city, all supported by colonies 
of workers forced to live deep 
underground. A film that set 
new standards for visual 
design and changed movies 
forever.

Charlie Chaplin films to show at Rogers Center for the Arts
JUDY WAKEFIELD

Staff Writer IF YOU GO
� What: Charlie Chaplin’s best 
short comedies
� Where: Rogers Center for the 
Arts, Walsh Way on the campus 
of Merrimack College, 315 Turn-
pike St., North Andover
� When: Thursday, Jan. 25 at 
7 p.m.
� Cost: free
� More info: Rogers box office 
(978) 837-5355

Courtesy image
Charlie Chaplin causes mayhem on wheels in ‘The Rink’ (1916), a classic silent comedy to be screened with live music on 
Thursday, Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. Rogers Center for the Arts on the campus of Merrimack College.

Young and adult musicians 
from the Chinese community 
performed two holiday con-
certs at the Andover Senior 
Center and Marland Place 
last month, marking the sec-
ond year in a row the group 
performed for local seniors.

In all, more than 100 people 
attended the two concerts, 
held Dec. 8 and 16.

Th e  CA A A  ( Ch i n e s e 
American Association of the 
Andovers) helped contact the 
senior centers to arrange for 
the performances. More than 
50 performers played a vari-
ety of instruments, including 
the violin, piano, trombone, 
ukulele, erhu, cello, flute and 
saxophone. There were also 
instrument duets and trios, 
and small bands and vocal 
groups.

One performer, James Xiao, 
played “Ballade pour Adeline” 
by Paul de Senneville. One 
woman in the audience noted 
that the song put her into 
tears. There were many other 
moving performances, such 
as one by Jennie Wang, who 

played and sang a song she 
had written herself about her 
travel experiences in Europe.

One musical family also 
came to perform. Katherine 
Song and David Song played 
the cello and the piano, while 
their mother Ying Zhao and 
grandmother Xianhua Sun 

were part of the Chinese 
School of Andover’s Choral 
Group.

“It’s fun that our three gen-
erations were able to all per-
form together and bring joy 
to the community!” Xianhua 
said after the show,

At the end of both concerts, 

all the performers gathered 
to sing Christmas carols, 
accompanied by the piano 
and violins. They sang some 
classic songs, such as Joy to 
the World, Deck the Halls 
and We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas. Many of the audi-
ence members sang along.

Second annual holiday concert performed for local seniors
BY SERENA LI

Special to the Townsman

Courtesy Photos
Larry Liu and his brother Alex Liu perform “Christmas Celebrations.”

Robert 
Zhu, John 
Weng, 
Brian Bu 
and William 
Chen 
perform 
“Minuet 1” 
and “Let it 
Snow”.

The Lian Yan Vocal Group sings “What a Wonderful World.”

January
JAN. 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27 

AND 29

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS, 8 
a.m., North Andover Senior 
Center, 120R Main St. Any-
one who struggles with food 
is welcome; 781-641-2303.

JAN. 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25 
AND 30

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS, 4:30 
p.m.,  Saint Michael Par-
ish,  196 Main St.,  North 
Andover. Anyone who strug-
gles with food is encouraged 
to join; 781-641-2303.

THROUGH JAN. 5

COAT DRIVE,   American 
Training,  6 Campanelli 
Drive. American Training is 
collecting coats and jackets 
for men, women and chil-
dren as part of the annual 
Vanway Coat Drive; the hope 
is to collect 300 items to give 
to people in need so that they 
can stay warm all winter 
long; items can be dropped 
off at American Training’s 
Andover location during 
business hours; call 978-685-
2151, ext. 6822 to arrange for 
the items to be picked up; 
www.americantraininginc.
com/coatdrive2017.

THROUGH JAN. 7

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION SCAV-
ENGER HUNT, Stevens-Coolidge 
Place, 137 Andover St., North 
Andover.  Find the scaven-
ger hunt list at the Little 
Free Library to start explor-
ing all that 2018 has to offer; 
the list includes 15 common 

resolutions, turned into a call 
to action; take one and find 
what’s in store; this activity is 
suitable for all ages and is best 
completed in groups of two or 
more; stop by anytime for this 
free, ongoing program; regis-
tration is not required; a park-
ing lot is located across the 
street from the property; 978-
356-4351, ext. 3202, email kbi-
beau@thetrustees.org, www.
thetrustees.org.

JAN. 7, 14, 21 AND 28

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS,  7 
p.m.,  Ballard Vale United 
Church, 23 Clark Road. Any-
one who struggles with food 
is  encouraged to join; 
781-641-2303.

BEGINNING JAN. 8

WINTER CLASSES, Creative 
Arts, 25 Woburn St., Read-
ing. Offerings include theater, 
music and art for families 
with babies, toddlers, kids, 
‘tweens, teens and older, 
now six days a week; other 
courses include Creative 
Music for Tots and Creative 
Art for tots, both for parent 
and child together; for stu-
dents ages 6 and up, there’s 
musical theater, drum circle, 
art and group music classes, 
including guitar, ukulele and 
Suzuki method; February 
and April vacation programs 
include theater, art and 
music;  781-942-9600,  www.
weteachcreativearts.org.

JAN. 8 AND 15

IPSWICH RIVER COMMUNITY 
CHORUS OPEN REHEARSALS, 7 
p.m.,  Aldersgate United 

Methodist Church, 235 Park 
St., North Reading. Auditions 
are not necessary; previous 
experience with four-part cho-
ral pieces is helpful, but not 
required; practice CDs will be 
available to help new members 
learn the notes; rehearsals 
are on Mondays from 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m.; 978-587-1274, www.
northreadingchorale.org.

FRIDAY, JAN. 12

ANNUAL MAYORS & TOWN MAN-
AGERS BREAKFAST FORUM, 7:15 
to 9:15 a.m., Andover Coun-
try Club,  60 Canterbury 
St. Hosted by the Merrimack 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce;  Massachusetts Lt. 
Gov. Karyn Polito will be the 
featured speaker; other local 
officials expected to attend 
include Amesbury Mayor Ken 
Gray, Andover Town Manager 
Andrew Flanagan, Haverhill 
Mayor James Fiorentini, 
Lawrence Mayor Daniel 
Rivera, Lowell City Manager 
Kevin Murphy, Methuen 
Mayor-Elect James Jajuga, 
Newburyport Mayor Donna 
Holaday and North Andover 
Town Manager Andrew May-
lor; a full hot breakfast buffet 
is included; $30 for members, 
$50 for nonmembers; registra-
tion is required; 978-686-0900, 
email office@merrimackval-
leychamber.com, www.merri-
mackvalleychamber.com.

SATURDAY, JAN. 13

THE NEWCOMERS CLUB TO 
PERFORM, 8 p.m.,  Cross-
roads Music Series,  190 
Academy Road,   North 
Andover.  The  harmony-

focused folk rock group was 
founded by Geoff Lynn and 
John Roach in the fall of 
2013; band members include 
Roach on vocals/guitar, Lynn 
on vocals/banjo/harp, Sam 
Bowers on vocals, Mike Gan-
non on electric guitar, Alex 
Schwartz on bass, and Mike 
Vecchione on drums; tickets 
are $20; if the show is not sold 
out, tickets will be available 
at the door, cash only; doors 
open at 7:30 p.m.; www.cross-
roadsmusicseries.org.

SUNDAY, JAN. 14

OWL PROWL,  7 to 9 p.m., 
Stevens-Coolidge Place, 
137 Andover St.,   North 
Andover. This guided hike 
will begin  in the parking 
lot across the street from 
the property; walk through 
the  grounds in search of 
screech owls and great 
horned owls; flashlights 
are strongly encouraged; 
this activity will be held 
rain, snow or moonshine; 
dress for the weather and 
wear comfortable shoes; $9 
for Trustees members, $15 
for nonmembers, free for 
children under 12; space 
is limited and preregistra-
tion is required; https://
www.facebook.com/steven-
scoolidgeplace/, email kbi-
beau@thetrustees.org, www.
thetrustees.org.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17

FEED THE  B IRDS  STORY 
TIME, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Ste-
v e n s - C o o l i d g e  P l a c e , 
137 Andover St.,   North 
Andover. Children and their 

caregivers are invited to 
spend the morning exploring 
the world of birds through 
stories and a hands-on activ-
ity; this program will take 
place inside and outside, so 
participants should dress for 
the weather; recommended 
for ages 2 to 5, but babies in 
backpacks are welcome; pea-
nut butter will not be used 
for the bird feeders; free for 
adults and Trustees mem-
bers’ children, $5 for non-
members’ children; space is 
limited and preregistration 
is required; a parking lot 
is located across the street 
from the property; https://
www.facebook.com/steven-
scoolidgeplace/, email kbi-
beau@thetrustees.org, www.
thetrustees.org.

“ D I F F E R E N T  T Y P E S  O F 
DEMENTIA,” 2 and 6 p.m., 
Christ Church, 33 Central 
St. Alicia Seaver, a certi-
fied memory impairment 
specialist and director of 
memory care at Bridges by 
EPOCH, will discuss the dif-
ferent forms of  dementia, 
including dementia with 
Lewy bodies, Parkinson’s 
and Alzheimer’s, as well as 
recommended care tech-
niques; hosted by  Bridges 
by EPOCH at Andover, each 
presentation is free and 
open to all; registration is 
requested; 978-775-1070.

SUNDAY, JAN. 21

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES FAIR, 
noon to 3 p.m., Smith Center, 
Phillips Academy, 180 Main St. 
Representatives from more 
than 100 summer programs 

for middle and high school 
students will be present to 
talk with interested students 
and their families; admission 
is free and registration is not 
required; sponsored by the 
Parents of Students of Phil-
lips Academy (PSPA); www.
pspaandover.org.

MONDAY, JAN. 22

MEMORY CAFÉ, 1 p.m., Center at 
Punchard, 30 Whittier Court. 
Join Paul Wayne for a sing-
a-long; Memory Cafés offer a 
welcoming, memory-making 
place for people living with 
memory changes; they unite 
people facing similar chal-
lenges, provide a much-needed 
break from routines, and offer 
ideas, information and con-
nection to other community 
support mechanisms; snacks 
will be provided; the free pro-
gram is offered through grant 
funding from the Department 
of Developmental Disabili-
ties; advance registration is 
requested; 978-623-8320.

JAN. 23 AND FEB. 6

BEHIND THE SCENES TOURS, 10 
a.m., Blanchard House and 
Andover Historical Society, 
97 Main St. Peek inside clos-
ets, pull aside curtains and 
give in to that irresistible 
urge to look behind the “staff 
only” and “no entry” signs; 
tour the attics, closets, nooks 
and crannies and hear stories 
about the items in rarely seen 
collections; admission is free, 
but registration is required; 
http://andoverhistorical.org/
behind-the-scenes.
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T O W N S B E A T

THURSDAY, JAN. 25

SILENT FILM SERIES WITH LIVE 
MUSIC,  7 p.m.,  Rogers Cen-
ter for the Arts, Walsh Way, 
Merrimack College, 315 Turn-
pike St., North Andover. A 
program of Charlie Chaplin’s 
best short comedies will be 
screened; musical accompa-
niment for the movie will be 
performed live by silent film 
composer Jeff Rapsis; the 
show is part of the Tamba-
kos Film Series, which aims 

to recapture the magic of 
early Hollywood by present-
ing silent films as they were 
intended to be shown: in 
restored prints, in a theater 
on a big screen, with live 
music, and with an audience; 
free admission; 978-837-5355.

SUNDAY, JAN. 28

ANDOVER CHORAL SOCIETY CON-
CERT, 3 p.m., North Andover 
High School auditorium, 430 
Osgood St. Titled “A Voice 
from Heaven,” the concert 
will include John Rutter’s 
Requiem, Felix Mendels-
sohn’s “Grant us Thy Peace” 
and Psalm 42, and Mack Wil-
berg’s “Peace Like a River”; 

a professional orchestra and 
soloists will accompany the 
chorus; www.andoverchoral-
society.org.

WARD WINTER FUN DAY, noon 
to 3 p.m., Ward Reserva-
tion, 65 Prospect Road. This 
community-favorite event 
is hosted by The Trustees, 
in partnership with the 
Andover Trails Committee 
and Friends of North Andover 
Trails; enjoy  a variety of 
guided hikes throughout the 
property, as well as refresh-
ments by a roaring fire; set 
off on a hike to Boston Hill 
(3 miles) at 12:30 p.m. or to 
the Judy Trail (3 miles) at 1 
p.m.; periodic guided hikes 
will go around Holt Hill and 
the bog (1 mile); $9 for Trust-
ees members’ cars, $15 for 
nonmembers’ cars; parking 
is available at the reservation 
entrance on Prospect Road, 
east of Route 125, in Andover; 
follow signs to the activities; 
carpooling is recommended 
as parking is limited; reg-
istration is not neces-
sary; https://www.facebook.
com/stevenscoolidgeplace/, 
email kbibeau@thetrustees.
org, www.thetrustees.org.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31

“BENEFITS OF EARLY DETEC-
TION,” 2 and 6 p.m., Temple 
Emanuel, 7 Haggetts Pond 
Road. Early detection allows 
for medical and non-medical 
intervention that may delay 
the symptoms or slow the 
progression of dementia; 
Alicia Seaver, a certified 
memory impairment special-
ist and director of memory 
care at Bridges by EPOCH, 
will discuss the  signs and 
risk factors that may sug-
gest it’s time for a screen-
ing;  hosted by  Bridges by 
EPOCH at Andover, each 
presentation is free and 
open to all; registration is 
requested; 978-775-1070.

THROUGH JAN. 31

“(LARGELY) SMALL WORKS” 
EXHIBIT, Alpers Gallery, 
Chestnut  Street .   The 
exhibit features more than 
100 pieces by 22 artists; 
978-760-1829, email alpers.
gallery@gmail.com, www.
alpersfineartonline.com.

February
THURSDAY, FEB. 15

SILENT FILM SERIES WITH 
LIVE MUSIC,  7 p.m.,  Rogers 
Center for the Arts, Walsh 
Way, Merrimack College, 
315 Turnpike St., North 
Andover.   “Metropolis” 
(1927) will be shown; musi-
cal accompaniment for the 
movie will be performed live 
by silent film composer Jeff 
Rapsis; the show is part of 
the Tambakos Film Series, 
which aims to recapture the 

magic of early Hollywood by 
presenting silent films as they 
were intended to be shown: 
in restored prints, in a the-
ater on a big screen, with live 
music, and with an audience; 
free admission; 978-837-5355.

MONDAY, FEB. 26

MEMORY CAFÉ, 1 p.m., Cen-
ter at Punchard, 30 Whittier 
Court, Andover. Roman Music 
Therapy Services, based in 
Wakefield, will offer a Drum 
Circle as a form of music 
therapy; Memory Cafés offer 
a welcoming, memory-making 
place for people living with 
memory changes; they unite 
people facing similar chal-
lenges, provide a much-needed 
break from routines, and offer 
ideas, information and con-
nection to other community 
support mechanisms; snacks 
will be provided; the free pro-
gram is offered through grant 
funding from the Department 
of Developmental Disabili-
ties; advance registration is 
requested; 978-623-8320.

May
SUNDAY, MAY 6

ANDOVER CHORAL SOCIETY 
CONCERT, 3 p.m., Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium, 50 
Bartlet St. The chorus will 
perform “Songs of World 
War I,” to commemorate 
America’s entrance into the 
First World War; the concert, 
which will feature a profes-
sional orchestra and soloists, 
is presented in partnership 
with the Andover Historical 
Society; www.andoverchoral-
society.org.

ONGOING

MEMORY CAFÉ, fourth Mon-
day of the month, Center at 
Punchard, 30 Whittier Court. 
Memory Cafés offer a welcom-
ing, memory-making place for 
people living with memory 
changes; they unite people fac-
ing similar challenges, provide 
a much-needed break from 
routines, and offer ideas, infor-
mation and connection to other 
community support mecha-
nisms; snacks will be provided; 
the free program is offered 
through grant funding from the 
Department of Developmental 
Disabilities; advance registra-
tion is requested; 978-623-8320.

THE MERRIMACK VALLEY CAMERA 
CLUB, based in North Andover 
and in its 81st year, has 150 
members hailing from the 
Merrimack Valley, North 
Shore, and Southeastern and 
Seacoast areas of New Hamp-
shire. The club and its mem-
bers, ranging from beginners 
to professionals, have been 
garnering recognition and 
awards throughout New Eng-
land and beyond for decades; 
the club, which meets almost 
every Wednesday evening, 

holds frequent hands-on 
workshops, field trips, photo-
related activities, presenta-
tions and competitions, most 
of which are open to the pub-
lic; www.mvcameraclub.org.

BALLROOM DANCING, Sun-
days, 7:30 to 11 p.m., Relief’s 
In Function Hall, 1 Market 
St., Lawrence, on the North 
Andover line. Come Alive 
After Five has been running 
this dance for singles and 
couples for more than 30 
years; live bands are featured 
along with bar service and 
door prizes; $13 admission fee 
includes dessert and coffee at 
8:30 p.m.; 781-451-7872.

ANDOVER CHRONICLERS, see 
what’s in store. Past shows 
can be viewed on Comcast 
Channel 8 or Verizon Chan-
nel 47 Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday at 9 a.m.; Wednesday 
and Saturday at 7 p.m.; and 
Friday at 6:30 p.m. The show 
is produced by the Andover 
Chroniclers, an all volunteer 
group. For more information, 
call the Center at Punchard at 
978-623-8321. New members 
welcome. No prior experience 
needed. Email andvchron2@
gmail.com for more informa-
tion. Past shows may also be 
accessed at http://andovertv.
org/sites/default/files/videos/
saa_20160801.mp4.

FA (FOOD ADDICTS IN RECOVERY 
ANONYMOUS), Wednesdays, 9 
to 10:30 a.m. at the St. Augus-
tine Education Center, 45 
Essex St.; and Saturdays, 8 to 
9:30 a.m. at Christ Church, 33 
Central Ave. The free, 12-step 
program is open to anyone 
who struggles with their 
weight and/or food; members 
include men and women who 
have lost more than 200 lbs., 
those who turned to bulimia, 
over-exercising and obses-
sive dieting, and those who 
had no weight to lose, but 
were obsessed with food and/
or their weight; all are wel-
come to share their stories, 
from newcomers interested 
in learning more to people 
who have maintained steady, 
healthy weights for decades; 
www.foodaddicts.org.

FELLOWSHIP/WORSHIP MEETING,
Sundays, 5 p.m., North Bos-
ton Korean United Method-
ist Church, Fellowship Hall, 
244 Lowell St. Hosted by the 
Mosaic Christian Movement, 
everyone is welcome to enjoy 
food, fellowship and a relaxed 
worship service; registration 
is requested; email aaronk-
rue@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY GIVING TREE’S VAN,
will be in the Penguin Park 
parking lot on Burnham Road 
from 10 a.m. to noon on the 
first Saturday of each month. 
Donations of gently used baby 
gear and in season children’s 
clothing will be collected. All 
donations will go to children 
in the Merrimack Valley and 

North Shore. At this time, 
there is an urgent need for 
infant clothing (0 to 3 months) 
and infant car seats under 
five years old. For a complete 
list of acceptable donations, 
visit www.communitygiving-
tree.org.

TREBLE CHORUS OF NEW ENG-
LAND, now welcoming sing-
ers ages 6 to 18; the informal 
auditions are quick and 
simple; prepared pieces are 
not required; www.treblecho-
rusne.org, tcnemanager@
treblechorusne.org.

PALMERS RESTAURANT, live 
music, Fridays and Satur-
days, 9 p.m. to midnight; no 
cover charge; 18 Elm St.; 
978-470-1606, www.palmers-
restaurant.com.

SPECTRUM CHILDREN’S CHORUS,
rehearses on Thursdays, 5:30 
p.m., Andover North Boston 
Korean United Methodist 
Church, 244 Lowell St. The 
mission of the church’s mul-
ticultural chorus is to reflect 
on the diversity of the world, 
widen students’ perspectives, 
and instill cross cultural 
understandings and harmo-
nization through music and 
dancing; all children are wel-
come; registration, audition-
ing and rehearsal dates are 
available at www.spectrum-
childrenschorus.org, email 
spectrumchildrenschorus@
gmail.com, 978-269-4198.

KARMA, live band music, 
Thursday through Saturday; 
209 N. Main St. (Shawsheen 
Plaza); 978-809-3075, www.
karmaandover.com.

ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERI-
CAN ART, free admission to 
the gallery and all programs; 
located on the Phillips Acad-
emy campus, 3 Chapel Ave.; 
978-749-4015, www.addison-
gallery.org.

GELB GALLERY, located in 
George Washington Hall, 
Phillips Academy campus, 7 
Chapel Ave.; open weekdays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; park-
ing is available on Chapel 
Avenue and in the lot next 
to the Andover Inn; www.
andover.edu.

ALPERS FINE ART, located at 96 
Main St.; 978-760-1829, www.
alpersfineartonline.com.

THE NEW ENGLAND CLASSICAL 
SINGERS, holding auditions 
for all parts, South Church, 
41 Central St. The 30-voice 
SATB choral group, based 
in Andover, performs three 
concerts during the season, 
in December, March and 
May; rehearsals are held 
on Wednesdays, 7:15 to 9:45 
p.m.; auditions consist of 
voice quality and placement, 
vocal range placement, sight 
reading ability, and aural 
recognition; a solo piece is 
not required; singers should 
have choral experience and 
sight reading ability; www.
newenglandclassical.org.

CALENDAR
� Continued from Page  9

Applications are now being 
accepted for Andover’s popu-
lar annual Crafts in the Park 
fair.

This will be the 43rd year 
for Crafts in the Park and will 
be held on Saturday, May 12, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or 
shine.

Crafts in the Park is a 
fundraiser sponsored by 
Christ Church Andover. 
Proceeds from the fair are 
used to support the church’s 
mission and outreach to the 
local community, including 
Habitat for Humanity, Espe-
ranza Academy, Bread and 
Roses, Neighbors in Need, 
Lazarus House, and the 
Merrimack Valley Project. 
The church also sponsors 
The Christ Church Children’s 
Center preschool program, 
the Andover Thrift Shop, 
and provides a diverse and 
enriching music program 

with scheduled events open 
to the public.

Amateur and professional 
crafts people are invited 

apply to display and sell their 
original craftwork. The online 

application needs to be filed 
immediately to be included 

in the initial jury process. All 
application submissions, due 
Jan. 31, require digital photo-
graphs of the craft, a website 
address, if available, and pho-
tographs of the crafts’ display. 
Notification of participation 
will be confirmed by Feb. 
28. Send the $100 booth fee 
which includes a $25 non-
refundable jury fee and a No. 
10 self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Andover Crafts 
in The Park, P.O. Box 685, 
Andover, MA 01810. A refund, 
less the $25 jury fee, will be 
sent to crafters not accepted 
in this year’s show. No addi-
tional sales commissions are 
charged beyond the booth fee. 
Food vendors require addi-
tional permits from the town 
of Andover.

For more information, 
email jury@craftsinthepark.
com or visit craftsinthepark.
com.

Calling crafters for Crafts in the Park

File photo
The Mill City Jazz Band performs at the 42nd annual Crafts in the Park event at The Park in Andover last May.

An internationally known, 
Japanese pianist, who once 
taught at Phillips Academy, 
returns to  play works by 
Beethoven and Chopin when 
she performs there later this 
month.

Pianist Mana Tokuno 
has received widespread 
acclaim for her sensitive and 
insightful interpretations 
and her brilliant virtuos-
ity. She comes to Andover 
on Friday, Jan. 12, at 7:30 p.m. 
The free performance will 
take place in the Cochran 
Chapel.

Tokuno was the first-prize 
winner of the prestigious 
Competition Internationalé, 
and also received the Leo 

Sirota Award for Piano Solo 
Performance at the Corpus 
Christi International Compe-
tition as well as the Special 
Award for Schubert Inter-
pretation at the International 
Competition Valsesia Musica 
in Varallo, Italy.

Other prizes include the 
Dosei-Kai Prize for Dis-
tinction in Performance, 
and the Silver Medal in the 
Chubu Chopin Competition 
in Nagoya, Japan, and she 
was selected in two consec-
utive seasons from a world-
wide pool of applicants to 
perform in master classes 
by Daniel Barenboim and 
Leon Fleischer at Carnegie 
Hall.

Known for her ability to 
bring a vast array of styles 

to life, Tokuno has per-
formed at Carnegie (Weill) 
Hall and CAMI Hall in New 
York as well as at Symphony 
Hall and Jordan Hall in Bos-
ton. She was also invited to 
give a solo recital as part 
of a Chopin Festival at the 
Polish Consulate in New 
York. In addition to solo 
and chamber performances 
in Austria, France, Germany, 
Italy, and Romania, she has 
appeared at many venues 
in her native Japan and 
in numerous recitals and 
chamber concerts in the 
United States.

Tokuno’s principal teach-
ers were Midori Tanabe 
at the Tokyo National Uni-
versity of Fine Arts and 
Music, where she was an 

honors graduate, and Vic-
tor Rosenbaum at the New 
England Conservatory in 
Boston where she received 
the Master of Music degree 
with academic honors and 
was selected to perform 
with the NEC Orchestra at 
the Commencement Con-
cert. She also holds a gradu-
ate diploma in Collaborative 
Piano from New England 
Conservatory.

Now a highly regarded 
teacher herself, Tokuno was 
formerly on the faculty of 
Phillips Academy and has 
been on the faculty of the 
New England Conservatory 
Preparatory School in Boston 
since 2008, and the Cremona 
International Music Acad-
emy since 2011.

H e r  d e b u t  s o l o  C D 
“Beethoven Sonatas & 
Bagatelles” was released 
on GiNOTE RECORDS® in 
October 2009 and is available 
worldwide at iTunes, Ama-
zon.com, and CD Baby. You 
can also listen on iTunes to 
Tokuno playing “Tokuno Toc-
cata,” the piece written for 
her Carnegie Hall Recital in 
April 2010 by a Boston com-
poser, Thomas Oboe Lee, as 
well as the master class with 
Leon Fleisher on Schubert’s 
Sonata in A major, D. 959 at 
Carnegie Hall Weill Institute 
Webpage.

This concert is free and 
open to the public. For 
more information, call (978) 
749-4263 or e-mail music@
andover.edu. 

Famed pianist to give concert at Cochran Chapel
STAFF REPORT

Courtesy photo
World-renowned pianist and 
Phillips Academy graduate Mana 
Tokuno returns to Andover on 
Friday, Jan. 12, at 7:30 p.m., 
for a free performance in the 
Cochran Chapel.
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Solution in Classified Section

  1. Make ale
  5. Residue
  8. Female parent
12. Succulent plants
14. OJ’s judge
15. Czech river
16. Embarrassing predicament
18. NHL legend Bobby
19. Sunfish
20. One who acclaims
21. On the __: running away
22. Oklahoma’s “Wheat Capital”
23. The Golden State
26. Merrymake
30. Siberian nomads
31. Pock-marked
32. Baleen whale
33. Leaf-footed bug genus

34. Treasure
39. Tanzanian shilling
42. Changed
44. Intestinal pouches
46. Walked in a celebratory way
47. South American mountain chain
49. Jai __, sport
50. Consumed
51. Firm
56. Pubs
57. Leafy drink
58. Cured
59. Northern wind of France
60. Tax collector
61. Respite from the sun
62. American spy Aldrich
63. Central Standard Time
64. Myanmar ethnic group

  1. Crush
  2. Razorbill genus
  3. “Full House” actress Loughlin
  4. Bluish green
  5. Garlic mayonnaise
  6. Attacks repeatedly
  7. Secretion
  8. Special instance
  9. A handsome youth loved 

by Aphrodite
10. Tree genus in the mahogany family
11. Israeli city
13. Formed a theory
17. Remove
24. Type of light
25. Repeats
26. Certified public accountant
27. River in eastern France
28. Returned material authorization 

(abbr.)
29. Special __: military group

35. Ribonucleic acid
36. Not even
37. Power transmission belt
38. Doctor of Education
40. Type of nerve
41. Types of tops
42. Large primate
43. Flooded, low-lying land
44. Gritty
45. Gets up
47. Stake
48. Not the most
49. Swedish rock group
52. Expresses pleasure
53. Expression of boredom
54. Queen of Sparta
55. Where Adam and Eve were 

placed at the Creation

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN
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There were faith-
ful young boys sitting 
alongside the octogenar-
ians representing several 
denominations as the 
annual Merrimack Valley 
Christian Men’s Christmas 
Eve Breakfast, hosted by 
the Andover Service Club, 
was once again held during 
the holy season.

Organizers said some 
200 men gathered in song, 
prayer, fellowship, and 
shared a hearty breakfast 

at Andover Country Club 
on Christmas Eve “Eve” 
morning, Saturday, Dec. 
23. This was the 33rd 
annual breakfast event 
for the club. Always held 
on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 
was a Sunday this year, so 
the event was moved up a 
day.

“The breakfast was again 
a great gathering of Chris-
tian men spanning gen-
erations and representing 
nearly a dozen Christian 
denominations. Year after 
year, the feeling of brother-
hood prevails as our group 

celebrates the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Young 
boys and octogenarians 
alike delight in the fel-
lowship, singing of carols, 
hearing an inspirational 
sermon all while enjoying 
the great food, fabulous 
service and ambiance 
of the Andover Country 
Club,” said Jim Hackett of 
the Service Club.

The club’s partner, 
Neighbors in Need, was 
re-supplied with diapers 
and other infant products 
thanks to the generous 
donations of attendees.

Townspeople

Memorial Hall Library has 
a lot of programs and activi-
ties in store.

Here are some of the 
featured programs on the 
calendar:

Durrani offers 
another opportunity 
to design your life

Join Jennessa Durrani, 
Andover resident, entrepre-
neur, business owner and 
busy mother, for a two-hour 
interactive workshop on 
Thursday, Jan. 4, at 6:30 p.m.

Durrani will help attend-
ees set their sights on living 
a life by design. Attendees 
will be asked to consider: Are 
you living a life by your own 
conscious design? Has every-
thing been placed just right 
to give you the balance, space 
and time needed to help you 
flourish? Would you say you 
are thriving, or surviving?

The evening will include 
fun exercises and guided 
meditation with the goal of 
leaving with a clear view of 
how the future should look 
— what should be avoided — 
and what should be added.

Registration is recom-
mended as space is limited. 
Reserve a seat at www.mhl.
org/eventcalendar.

‘Bag It’ screening
“Bag It” will be shown in 

Memorial Hall on Saturday, 
Jan. 6, at 10 a.m. The film fol-
lows “everyman” Jeb Berrier 
as he tries to make sense of 
people’s dependence on plas-
tic bags. 

The average American 
uses about 500 plastic bags 
each year, for about 12 min-
utes each. This single-use 
mentality has led to the for-
mation of a floating island of 
plastic debris in the Pacific 
Ocean more than twice the 
size of Texas. 

Although his quest starts 
out small,  Berrier  soon 
learns that the problem 
extends past landfills to 
oceans, rivers and ultimately 
human health. 

A discussion will follow the 
78-minute documentary.

The screening is spon-
sored by the Friends of MHL. 
Sign up at  www.mhl.org/
eventcalendar. 

Planning for the future
Mathew Fabiani, a certi-

fied financial planner and 
chartered retirement plan-
ning counselor, will present 
an informative 45-minute dis-
cussion on Monday, Jan. 8, at 
7 p.m. in the Activity Room. 
Topics will include savings 

strategies, long-term care 
planning and retirement. 
Bring questions or come to 
listen and learn.

Fabiani is a financial 
adviser at Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management, Mor-
gan Stanley Smith Barney 
LLC. He grew up in Andover 
and has provided financial 
advice, education and wealth 
management to individuals, 
families, and private busi-
nesses for nearly 10 years.

Registration is requested 
a s  s p a c e  i s  l i m i t e d . 
Visit www.mhl.org/eventcal-
endar to register.

N. American birds 
of prey to visit MHL

Hawks, falcons and owls 
will swoop into the library, 
accompanied by Jim Parks, 
of Wingmasters, on Wednes-
day, Jan. 17, at 7 p.m. 

Wingmasters is an educa-
tional organization dedicated 
to increasing public under-
standing and appreciation 
of North American birds of 
prey.

Parks ’   program wi l l 
explain predation, the birds’ 
place at the top of the food 
web, their different hunting 
adaptations and their status 
in a rapidly changing world. 

Because many birds of prey 
are declining in number, the 
presentation will also feature 
one or more of the endan-
gered raptors that Wingmas-
ters care for, and explain why 
these species face an uncer-
tain future.

Sponsored by the Friends 
of MHL, this program is rec-
ommended for children ages 
6 and up. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult.

To register, go to www.mhl.
org/eventcalendar.

Calling all parents, 
tweens and teens

Cheryl Todisco, Andover 
health teacher and YA 
librarian, will facilitate a dis-
cussion of “Posted” by John 
David Anderson on Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Parents and teens/tweens 
are invited to read and dis-
cuss the book.

This program is sponsored 
by Parent to Parent Andover 
and Memorial Hall Library.

Book sale planned
The Friends’ Winter Book 

Sale will open with  a  Pre-
view Night on  Thursday, 
Jan. 25, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Admission to the  Preview 

Night is $20 per person and 
free for current Friends’ 
members.

The sale will continue 
on Friday and Saturday, Jan. 
26 and 27, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., and Sunday, Jan. 28, 
from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

On Sunday, shoppers will 
be able to fill a bag for $5 to 
$7, DVDs and CDs will be 
four for $1, and teachers can 
collect unsold books for their 
classrooms after 3 p.m.

Other events at the library 
include:

Career Networking Group,
Thursdays, Jan. 4 and 18, 
10 to 11:30 a.m. in Friends 
Alcove 1. Join this free group 
to expand your network of 
business contacts, share 
ideas, and learn about effec-
tive job search strategies. 
Facilitated by Arleen Brad-
ley, a certified career coach.

MHL’s Thursday Movie, Jan. 4, 
6:30 p.m. A free movie will be 
shown in the Activity Room. 
For this month’s selection, 
visit www.mhl.org/movies.

Adult Board Games, Sunday, 
Jan. 7, 1:30 to 4:45 p.m. Play 
board games with other 
adults. Bring one from home 
or choose one from the 
library’s collection.

Conversational English, Mon-
days, Jan. 8, 22 and 29, 10 

a.m. to noon. For non-native 
speakers of English who have 
studied formal English and 
would like to practice their 
speaking and listening skills. 
New members are welcome. 
Call Carolyn Fantini at 978-
475-4602 to register.

Tech @ MHL: Tech Drop-In, 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 10 to 
10:45 a.m. in the Teen Room. 
Get help with the basics for 
iPads, cellphones, laptops, 
Kindles and other e-readers. 
Bring chargers, usernames 
and passwords.

Discover Your Past Genealogy 
Club, Thursday, Jan. 11, 10 
a.m. Everyone is welcome.

Tech @ MHL: ebook Drop-In, 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 10 to 
10:45 a.m. Learn how to 
download free ebooks and 
digital audiobooks through 
OverDrive. Bring a charged 
tablet, e-reader, library card 
and app store/Amazon log-in 
information.

All events take place at 
the library, 2 N. Main St., 
Andover, and are spon-
sored in conjunction with 
the Friends of Memorial 
Hall Library. Registration is 
requested. For more informa-
tion or to sign up, visit www.
mhl.org/eventcalendar, or 
call 978-623-8401, ext. 31 or 
32. 

  �WHAT’S HAPPENING: MEMORIAL HALL LIBRARY

RYAN HUTTON/Staff photos 
Jeff Rask and his son Karl, 12, drink a toast at the 33rd annual Merrimack Valley Christian Men’s Christmas Eve Breakfast at the Andover Country Club on Saturday morning.

Wearing a very festive hat, David Rosenberg makes his way 
through the buffet line.

Dylan Paige, 6, yucks it up. Ben Minott, 5, left, and Joshua Depeiza, 6, enjoy some bacon.

Christian Men’s Christmas Eve breakfast celebrates 33 years
JUDY WAKEFIELD

Staff Writer Frank Nigh, 
left, asks the 
crowd a trivia 
question 
about the 
Bible during 
the 33rd 
annual 
Merrimack 
Valley 
Christian 
Men’s 
Christmas Eve 
Breakfast.
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As the saying goes, 
if you don’t like the 
weather in New Eng-
land, wait five minutes.

Unfortunately, in this 
case it means the air is 
just going to get colder 
while a combination 
of factors may bring a 
big snowstorm to the 
region midweek.

According to Accu-
Weather.com, “a major 
storm is forecast to spin 
up just off the coast for 
the second half of the 
week.”

The storm, according 
to AccuWeather, “will 
brew over the western 
part of the Atlantic 
Ocean, within several 
hundred miles of the 
United States coast 
later Wednesday and 
Wednesday night.

“How close to the 
coast the storm tracks 
will determine how far 
west and how much 
snow falls,” said Accu-
Weather Long-Range 
Meteorologist Max Vido.

AccuWeather meteo-
rologists believe the 
storm will  rapidly 
strengthen as Arctic air 
remains in place. The 
strengthening storm 
will kick up strong 
winds and cause heavy 
seas along much of the 

Atlantic coast.
If it doesn’t snow, 

there will still be strong 
winds and continuing 
cold air through the 
weekend.

Winds alone may 
be strong enough to 
cause airline delays at 

the major hubs in the 
Northeast from Wash-
ington, D.C., to Phila-
delphia, New York City 
and Boston during the 
latter part of this week.

Information for this 
article was taken from 
AccuWeather.com.

“Because of the mag-
nitude of the cold air, it 
is not a question of rain 
or snow for most areas 
from the Carolinas to 
Maine, but rather how 
much, if any snow will 
fall from the storm,” 
Vido said.

L O C A L

Morning commuters bundled up from the cold wait for the MBTA train to come to a stop while snow flies off its roof at the 
Andover station.

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
Morning commuters bundled up from the cold board the MBTA train at the Andover station.

A morning commuter bundled up from the cold walks toward the platform for the MBTA 
train at the Andover station. 

Forecast: Cold and snowy followed by more cold
STAFF REPORT

AMANDA SABGA/Staff photo
An exhaust pipe blows smoke in Andover as locals brave frigid single-
digit temperatures in the Merrimack Valley on Dec. 28. 

According to AccuWeather.com, “a major storm is forecast to spin 
up just off the coast for the second half of the week.”
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Place a happy ad in this
section to wish a special someone a 

Happy Birthday, Anniversary,
Retirement, Thinking of You,  Love 
You or Just Wish Them a Nice Day.
Only $5.00  for 3 lines ($1.00 each 

additional line. Call today
The Classified Connection 

800-927-9200

NEWBURY RIVER FRONT
 * UNDER CONTRACT *
11 room stunning home + office + barn,

3.3 Acre estate overlooking Little River and it’s 
marshes and hills. Greek Revival character, plus 
21st century Master Suite addition; 23’ studio, 
solarium entrance way, screened porch, 4 bed-

rooms, 3.5 baths, fabulously landscaped.
 This is a magical setting and home, unspoiled 
surroundings, land in permanent protection, 7 
minutes to Newburyport/ beaches / Boston / 

train and Atlantic Ocean  $1,380,000

River Valley Real Estate
Phone Joanie Purinton 978-462-6898

office 978-465-8851

FOUND credit card in Salem, NH Market Bas-
ket (the one near Kmart).  Identify type to re-
trieve. call: 603-770-8297

FOUND - ANDOVER, Whole Foods parking lot 
awhile ago.  Monster Head phones, in  Adidas 
carry pouch. 978-683-3149 Dave

Gloucester - Custom colonial  on elevated knoll 
with striking ocean views.. Home features  
open-concept, eat-in kitchen, two decks, living 
room with ocean views, dining room, family 
room with wood stove/fireplace abuts bed-
rooms and office. A generous master bedroom 
en-suite with fireplace and deck overlooks the 
Atlantic Ocean and additional bedroom rests 
on its top. Basement game room with full bar  
complements the home.  Near Good Harbor 
Beach with easy access to Rte 128, shopping 
and MBTA to Boston.   $675,000

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978-239-6207

Gloucester-Stunning Back Shore custom-d-
esigned colonial sited on spacious  manicured 
lot. Perched on an elevated knoll, this home 
features oak floors, polished tile, marble and 
solid oak doors and trim throughout. Highlight-
ing the home, a graciously appointed custom 
kitchen that opens to a two story vaulted-cei-
ling family room w/impressive full-height gran-
ite fireplace opening to a lofted  game room 
w/bar. The home also features a finished 
basement, two-car tiled garage, multiple 
decks and patio. Near beaches. $1,235,000

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978-239-6207

UNDER CONTRACT
NEWBURY -  Early Classic Colonial, 10 room, 5 
bedroom, 2.500sf, walls of original Georgian 
paneling. Eat-in kitchen, sunroom with patio 

doors to formal, amazing gardens. 3rd floor stu-
dio or bedroom opens to expansive deck with 

views out to the Merrimack River. 1 car at-
tached garage, formal dining room with built-ins. 

Views across protected lands; near beach-
es/Plum Island/downtown Newburyport! $529k

  RIVER VALLEY RE
Call Joanie Purinton 978-462-6898

or office 978-465-8851

94+/· Acres in Warren, VT. Foreclosure Auction 
Fri, Jan. 26 @ 11AM. Close to area skiing in 
the Mad River Valley! THCAuction.com · 
800·634·7653

Haverhill- Updated 3 bedroom riverfront condo 
located directly across from the Merrimack 
River and close to commuter rail & Downtown 
Haverhill bars & restaurants. $149,800

Armstrong Field RE
(978) 740-8700

armstrongfield.com

Gloucester -  Three-bedroom dutch colonial lo-
cated at Wheeler’s Point with riverside views. 
This home boasts a spacious living room with  
hardwood floors, fireplace and beamed ceil-
ings, formal dining room, updated wraparound 
kitchen with granite tops, stainless appliances 
and laundry. Upper level offers an expansive 
master bedroom, two additional bedrooms 
and tiled bath w/whirlpool tub. Outside is an 
in-ground pool with river views. River rights to 
deep water. Easy access to Rte 128 and 
MBTA to Boston. $698,000

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978-239-6207

Marblehead- Charming 4 bed, 3 bath home 
around the corner from Preston Beach. Prop-
erty has been redone and redesigned making it 
move in ready. $929,900

Armstrong Field RE
(978) 740-8700

armstrongfield.com

 ‘TOPSFIELD – 12 rooms of elegance ~
 rambling home on 10 acres with private pond, 

garage and garden house. Private location, 
beautifully proportioned rooms, country kitchen, 

glassed porch, French doors, 10 fireplaces, 
lovely water views, 3 car garage, all

sophisticated style beautifully restored in
top North Shore town! $1,475,000.

River Valley Real Estate
Call Joanie Purinton for appt  978-462-6898

office 800-773-9990

NEWBURYPORT – High Street opportunity ~ 
3,000+ sq ft, 10 room Georgian homestead

 UNDER CONTRACT
6 FP, wide central stair, fan-light entry. BARN 
with two-car garage, Indian shutters, wonder-
ful rooms, country kitchen with butler’s pantry. 
Your updating will bring this beautiful home 
back to its original elegance! $795,000

River Valley Real Estate
Call Joanie Purinton for appt  978-462-6898

office 800-773-9990

AUCTIONS

HAPPY ADS

HOMES

LOST & FOUND

C L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC E
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POLICIES/ADJUSTMENTS: Advertisers must check insertions and report errors immediately. Billing adjustments are made for only one incorrect insertion and 
then only for the incorrect portion. We are not responsible for failure to publish and reserve the right to reject, edit or cancel any ad. Ads are subject to credit 
approval unless paid for prior to publication.

line ad publication deadlines:
dailies: 
The Eagle-Tribune, Gloucester Daily Times, 
The Salem News, Daily News of Newburyport

weeklies:
Carriage Towne News: 12pm Friday

Andover Townsman, Derry News &
Haverhill Gazette: 6pm Tuesday

Cancellation/change deadlines: 
same as publication deadlines

Monday .......................6pm Friday
Tuesday-Saturday ........6pm day prior
Sunday paper ..............6pm Friday (auto only)
Sunday paper ..............6pm Friday

REACH MORE THAN 350,000 READERS.  

CALL 800.927.9200 
MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM

ONLINE: ClassifiedsNorth.com
FAX: 978.685.1588

header_revised.pdf   1   12/14/12   2:55 PM

MON.-FRI. 8AM-5PM

Monday..........................5pm Friday
Tuesday-Saturday..........5pm day prior
Sunday paper.................5pm Friday (auto only)
Sunday paper.................5pm Friday

Carriage Towne News: 12pm Friday
Andover Townsman, Derry News &
Haverhill Gazette: 5pm Tuesday

TOWN OF ANDOVER 
PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be convened on 
Tuesday, January 23, 2018, at 7:45 
p.m., in the Third Floor Conference 

oom, Town Office Building, 36 
Bartlet Street, on an application sub-
mitted by Andover MCB, C for a 
Special Permit for Major Non- esi-
dential Project under Section 9.4.8. 
of the Andover oning Bylaw. The 
application is to construct a 16,000 
+/- s.f. accessory employee ameni-
ties building, and for the Planning 
Board to allow construction of a fu-
ture three-story, 52,000 /- s.f. office 
building that was previously permit-
ted by this Board, on property owned 
by Andover MCB, C, located at 
20 New ngland Business Center 
Drive, Andover, MA, being more spe-
cifically identified as Assessors Map 
142 ot 2D. 

The application may be examined 
in the Planning Department Monday 
through Friday during normal busi-
ness hours.

THE ANDOVER 
P ANNIN  BOA D 

Austin Simko, Chairman
AT - 1/4, 1/11/18

TOWN OF ANDOVER
MASSACHUSETTS
ADVERTISEMENT

Sealed bids for furnishing the 
following will be received at the Of-
fice of Central Purchasing, Andover 
Town Offices, 36 Bartlet St., Ando-
ver, Massachusetts 01810 until the 
time specified below at which time 
the bids will be publicly opened 
and read.  The time received will 
be stamped on each bid and for a 
consistency of time, the time stamp 
clock in the Purchasing Office will be 
the determining time.

ITEM   
IFB No. 019/01-18/185
High Plain School Athletic Field 

Accessibility Project  
BID OPENING
January 26, 2018      
3:00 PM
Bid Documents and bid forms 

may be obtained at the Office of 
Central Purchasing, Andover Town 
Offices, 36 Bartlet Street, Andover, 
MA, or on the Central Purchasing 
Department webpage located at 
www.andoverma.gov/bids. 

A Pre-bid meeting will be held 
for all interested parties on Jan-
uary 10, 2018, @ 10:00 AM.  Meet 
at the Main Entrance to the High 
Plain Elementary School, 333 High 
Plain Rd., Andover, MA, 01810.

A bid security in the amount of 
5% of the total bid will be required.

Andover is an affirmative action/
equal opportunity purchaser.  The 
Town reserves the right to accept or 
reject, in whole or in part, any or all 
bids or take whatever, other action 
may be deemed necessary to be in 
the best interest of the Town. 

Thomas P. Watkins
Purchasing Agent

AT - 1/4/18

 BUSY LADY SERVICES-
Are you in need of a ride to AIRPORT, doctor, 

shopping, or where ever you need to go?
Call  781-584-6287 or 978-423-0754

3-H HANDYMAN
 Reasonably priced, basements, carpentry /

 remodeling, tiles. Call 978-375-1976

NEW ENGLAND MASONRY - 760-484-2547
All phases of masonry from custom stonework 

to minor repairs and waterproofing chimneys.

ALL CHILDCARE PROVIDERS IN
MASSACHUSETTS  ARE REQUIRED TO BE

LICENSED. Only NH Childcare Providers May Be 
Licensed Or Non-Licensed

CNA/HHA looking for private elderly patients to 
care for. Many years experience. Willing to 
work any hours. Call (828) 308-5309

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST: S&V Cleaning
Affordable, dependable, reliable and thorough 
housecleaning. Weekly and bi-weekly.
Experienced and very trustworthy person.

Call 978-884-5698

ACE CLEANOUTS - Professional Junk Removal.  
Fall Cleanups, Leaf Removal.  Affordable!

 Insured! Free Estimates! George 978-479-0301

 PCA NEEDED for woman in Merrimac MA.
Must be able to lift, be reliable and energetic. 

Please call 978-384-8452 for interview

PCA NEEDED - Morning hours, $14.56/hr.
 Immediate opening. Salisbury, MA

Call (978) 388-6982 after 11 am

R. A. Vitale Electric
Master Electrician. Low Rates. Fully Insured
 For all your electrical needs. Lic. #A20829.

 978-979-0858

 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A  POSITION AS A 
CARE GIVER PLEASE CHECK OUT THE  ADULT 
CARE SECTION IN THE BUSINESS AND SERV-
ICE DIRECTORY. PEOPLE LOOKING FOR PCAS, 
HEALTH AIDES, CNAS HAVE ADS RUNN-

ING  AND COULD USE YOUR HELP

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT

OPERATOR
SOUTH ESSEX

SEWERAGE DISTRICT
50 Fort Avenue, Salem, MA

Seeks qualified applicants for the position of 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator.

Massachusetts Grade 4 Operator’s License
required. To obtain the application information 
and submittal requirements package for this 

position, contact Anita Runne’ at 
978-744-4550 x158, or arunne@sesd.com

The District has a comprehensive and
competitive benefits package.  EOE

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

Gutters,  seamless aluminum, cleanings,
leaf guard. 25 yrs. experience. 978-973-5410

SAWMILLS  from only $4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-Cut 

lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
FREE Info/DVD:   www.NorwoodSawmills.com

1-800-578-1363, Ext. 300N   NECAN

FACILITIES FOREMAN
SOUTH ESSEX

SEWERAGE DISTRICT
50 Fort Avenue, Salem, MA

seeks qualified applicants for the position of 
Facilities Foreman.

To obtain the application information and sub-
mittal requirements package for this position, 
contact Anita Runne’ 978-744-4550 x 158 or

by email at: arunne@sesd.com.
The District has a comprehensive and
competitive benefits package.  EOE

HVAC Installation Help
Retirement Plan, Paid Vacations, Health

Insurance, Paid Holidays, Competitive Wages. 
 Experience Necessary

Send resume to  positionhvac@gmail.com
 or call 978-374-4590

ATTENTION!
   Beware of anyone replying to your ad  offering 

to send you a check for shipping and you send-
ing them back the difference. Also  beware 
when responding to classified ads that ask you 
to send shipping cost. Possible scam!

    DRY KILN-DRIED FIREWOOD
U-Pickup or Delivered & Stacked
Partial Cords. NH 603-437-0940
   FIREWOODGUY.COM

ADS in this category
If the ad shows a price it must show it by cu. ft.
Half a cord is 64 cu. ft. and a cord is 128 cu. ft.

ALL HARDWOOD  SEASONED
1 year  or 2 year,  16” cut & split

 Call  M.Kovalchuk    978-204-9483

PATRICK & SONS QUALITY FIREWOOD
 100% hardwood. Seasoned.

Call 603-898-4770.

ANTIQUES
Furniture, glass, china, silver, jewelry, clocks.
WILLIAM GRAHAM, 420 Water St.,  Haverhill

          Call cell 978-835-2042

SEASONED  100% hardwood FIREWOOD -
 Clean, hand loaded, covered.

 Salem, NH (603)475-4790: (603) 898-4996

NEWTON, NH: New Construction
 starting in the low $300’s   Call Todd Fitzgerald

 603-234-1458  Fitzgerald Real Estate

SUMMERVIEW R.E.
We Get Results

Residential * Multi Family * Land
HOUSES FOR RENT: Derry & Hudson NH

 4 bed. House; $1895/mo.credit, no smoke
3 bed. House/Gar. $1895 mo credit, no smoke   

HOUSES FOR SALE:
FEATURED PROPERTY -  Derry. NH,

3.85 ac. House, 6 bay horse stall 3 out build-
ings. First $289,000 takes it!!!!!
DERRY -Farmhouse 8 ACRES …$319,000
DERRY -2 bedroom 12.Acres…. $450,000
Mobile  Home, in a park only…… $55,000
MULTI -2 Family Derry NH. …..$249,00

WE NEED AGENTS Mass & NH.
Join our Company! Make $$$ in 2017

Southern NH & Mass  ** 603-432-5453 **
www.sresre.com

NEED CERTIFIED PCA by Northeast ARC for eld-
erly gentleman from 1/29/18 to 3/2/18. 33 hrs. 

wk. Newburyport area.  Call Larry 978 462-1854

Ads In This Classification Are
WORK WANTED

 NOT HELP WANTED

Compassionate
CNA/PCA/HHA’s Needed!

Learn more about our home care opportunities 
Call the Newburyport office @ 978-462-6162

East Gloucester - One-Bedroom Summer Va-
cation/Short-Term Rental by the month for the 
full season. Near Gloucester’s finest beaches.  
Enjoy the beaches by day and Rocky Neck’s 
fine evening dining by night. Home features 
high ceilings, sun-drenched room, hardwood 
floors, new furnishings, updated kitchen w/lau-
ndry, front and private rear decks, easy acces-
sible storage, AC, and two-car off-street park-
ing. Easy access to highway, MBTA and 
Gloucester’s downtown for shopping and din-
ing. No Pets. Available June 15 to September 
15, 2018. Available full season. No-Fee Appli-
cation Required w/minimum credit of 700.  
$3,500/mo

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978-865-1203

ANDOVER - 2 bedroom, intown,
 HISTORIC LOCKE TAVERN.. Newly renovated.  

Parking. $1750/mo. Call 978-302-8233

Salem-  2 bed, 2 full bath, residential condo in 
historic downtown Salem. Includes 1 deeded 
parking space. $2,000

Armstrong Field RE
(978) 740-8700

armstrongfield.com

A-1 RENTALS
Getting Divorced? Live at the Salisbury 

Inn. From $200week. 978-465-5584

LAWRENCE MA best rooming house
59 Tremont 978-689-8924, 362 Essex 
978-682-9078 Saba RE 978-687-8706

A CLEAN quiet, safe bldg next to YWCA, YMCA, 
City Hall. Lowest rents. Near public trans. 4 hr 
move-in. Lawrence, 978-975-5103

Gloucester - Secure Storage Space.. Ideal for 
furniture, box or contractor/shop storage. Dry 
space! Fenced gated-access. 110 volt electric-
ity provided. Approximately 22 ft x 19.5 ft. 
(425 +/- sqft) storage space. On Load-Off 
Load provided with temporary use of parking 
on premises. Parking available on street. 
Three-month minimum lease with month-t-
o-month (Tenant at Will) to follow. First and 
One-Month Security required. No hazardous 
material storage. $195/mo

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978-865-1203

The Heights Amesbury - New Luxury
Apartments accepting applications
For Income-Based Apartments
Minimum Income Req: $37,360

1-Bed Rent: $1,401 2-Bed Rent: $1,544
www.heightsamesbury.com

Call to Learn More! 844-477-4590

SALEM NH-Westgate Arms Carefree Living
One Bedroom From $920
Two Bedrooms From $975

Heat/Hot Water Included No Lease Required. 
No pets. Subject To Credit Approval

Call 603-898-9206 for info
GILBERT G. CAMPBELL

visit us at www.campbellapts.com

SALEM, NH –Willows Park, 2 Bedroom - 
$1270/mo. 1 Bedroom - $1120/mo. Heat/hot 

water included. No pets.  603-894-4631 
www.forrent.com/willowparknh

ROWLEY, MA

 Tranquility, fresh air & plenty of parking await 
you at our oasis in the woods. Spacious

 2 bedroom apartments from only $1280-$1300 
including heat/hot water. Professional 24 hr. 

on-site management plus many other amenities.
Enjoy country living while only

30 minutes from Boston. Cats Okay.
 978-948-2056

1 1/4 miles East of Rt. 95 on 133,
www.millwoodapartments.net

PLAISTOW NH Large 3 bedroom duplex 3 floors, 
yard, laundry. Pellet stove. Off street parking.
No pets. $1500 + utilities.  603-866-1738

METHUEN, MA - Elm Crest Estates. 2 Bedroom  
$1470 mo; 1 Bedroom - $1250 mo. All utilities 

included. No pets.978-682-4891 
www.forrent.com/elmcrestestates

See All Open Houses For This Weekend at
MassOpenHouses.com

Armstrong Field
Real Estate

See all homes on the market at:
ArmstrongField.com

978-740-8700

PUREBRED GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES
1 Male and 1 Female
1st shots and health certificates
Ready to go 603-895-1221

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more 
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or 

merchandise asking you to refund the difference 
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!

Beware of anyone replying to your ad offering to 
send you a check for shipping and you sending 

them back the difference.
Also  beware when responding to classified ads 

that ask you to send shipping cost.
Possible scam!

SNOWBLOWER: Jacobson Briggs  engine Motor 
10 hp, electric start, 1st pull, excellent work-
ing order $275. * Poulin Push Lawnmower 

with bag $125.  Call  (508) 451-0515

PURITAN LAWN CEMETERY PLOT Double 
burial plot in Puritan Lawn Peabody MA. Lot 
813 Section I.
Plot worth $6500 BRO call 9784629902

ATTENTION!
Beware of anyone replying to your ad  offering 
to send you a check for shipping and you send-

ing them back the difference.
Also  beware when responding to classified ads 

that ask you to send shipping cost.
Possible scam!

Toyota Avalon
Brand new trunk liner  $30.00

(978) 685-1022

STAIRLIFTS WANTED
 TO BUY,  in good condition.
Call Richard 603-236-1227

â â â â â â
ATTENTION FUEL

CONSUMERS:
 All ads in this classification run in our 10 paper 
“Classified Connection” that covers the North 
Shore, Merrimack Valley and  Southern New 

Hampshire.
 Ads appearing in this section may or may not 

deliver to this entire market.
Prices may reflect a “Local” delivery area only 
and may be higher for an extended delivery 

area.

á á á á á á

WEST NEWBURY FIREWOOD

Snow Sale:
16”; $270 - 21”; $245

PICKUP ONLY.
If bought 2 cords next order 10% off till Mar 1

Call 978-363-5227

DRY HARDWOOD CORDS (125 cu. ft.) $300.
1/2 cord, $175. Cut, Split & Delivered.

 Call (978) 398-9553.

BRRR! TONAS FIREWOOD
(128 c.f.) 2 yr. Green $250  & Seasoned Fire-
wood $300. Cut, split. Free local deliver. Fuel

Assistance accepted. 603-679-8211

ELECTRICIAN
SOUTH ESSEX

SEWERAGE DISTRICT
Seeks qualified applicants for the position of 

Electrician. To obtain the application
information and submittal requirements

package for this position, contact Anita Runne’  
978-744-4550 x 158,
or: arunne@sesd.com

The District has a comprehensive and
competitive benefits package. EOE

No. Andover medical office 
looking for a part-time

EXPERIENCED
MEDICAL BILLER

  eClinical Works knowledge
helpful. Salary commensurate

with experience.
 Qualified candidates

 please email resumes to 
jsawyermvpa@comcast.net

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS!
If you are a PCA, CNA, Nurse or offer  personal 

care  services please go to the business and 
service directory and check out the category 
for Adult Care. Yours services are needed!

Need Reliable Person to shovel walkways 
and steps of small commercial bldg

after snowstorms before offices open at
 6:30 am.  Call 617-308-6827 if interested

Building Maintenance
Custodian

Part-time, at Danvers Church. Cleaning, room 
set-ups and general repair work. 8-10 hours 
per week. Send cover letter and resume to: 
nsuu@verizon.net or mail: NSUU Church, 323 
Locust St., Danvers, MA 01923

Drivers Needed
Drivers needed to deliver noontime meals to 

homebound elders in your communities. Must 
have own vehicle. This is a stipend position. 
For information please call

978-651-3020.

SEABROOK 3 bedroom, Half duplex.
$1400/mo. + utilities. First and Security.

No Pets, Call 603-760-2503

GET RID OF THAT STUFF!
7 DAYS A WEEK - CALL PAUL (978) 361-6493

www.merrilldisposalservices.com
Furn., fences, trash, trees. WE Do all THE WORK

BEST RATES - Call Mike
remove junk & anything from A-Z  978-973-2009

I HAVE THE TRUCK If you need help cleaning 
up yards, garages, cellars, attics, etc. FREE es-
timates, great rates. Mike, 978-657-4240

HANG - TAPE- PAINT
Repairs. New Work. Demo. Frame, Metal Studs, 

Carpentry & more. Norman 603-890-3113

GROVELAND, MA - 2 bedroom includes heat & 
hot water,  hardwood, storage, deck, parking, 

new pool. Pets considered Starting at 
$1425/mo.  978-891-3153

ANYTHING & EVERYTHING Estate Clean-outs, 
Demolitions, Basement, Garage, Yard Debris 
Dump runs. Call 978-521-0445

HAVERHILL - AWESOME 2nd and 3rd floor,
3 bedroom, 2 baths, hookups, parking, $1750. 

No utilities, or dogs. 978-618-4112

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
Get your  Massachusetts Real Estate salesper-
son or brokers license in as little as 2 weeks!

For more info, go to:

AFrealestateschool.com

NEWBURY – Wonderful building lots
 on picturesque rural road, 5 minutes from
Newburyport, handy to ocean beaches.
1.02 A, $315,000.... 1.4 A,  $360,000

RIVER VALLEY RE
Call Joanie Purinton 978-462 -6898

or office 978-363- 8851

Salem- Enjoy water views of Collins Cove in 
this 2 bedroom, 2 full bath colonial in historic 
Bridge Street Neck neighborhood. $319,900

Armstrong Field RE
(978) 740-8700

armstrongfield.com

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more 
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or 

merchandise asking you to refund the difference 
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

POMERANIAN PUPPIES cute and playful 8 
weeks old with first shots, wormed, health 
certificates. $800 raised in my home. 
603-893-6445

LABRADOODLE PUPS - Family raised, well
socialized, allergy friendly. Parents on site. 
Have all health testing. Like us on FB at Gran-
ite State Labradoodles. $2500. 508-247-7233

Goldendoodles, Mini Labradoodles, Wheatens, 
Cavapoo, Malti-tzus, Poovanese, Silky-tzus, 
Morkie, Havanese, etc. $750+ 603-942-9970

English Cream, Golden Retriever Pups for sale. 
Trained, AKC/OFA, Health Guarantee, Great
Pedigree. Vaccinated, Wormed, Socialized. 
With an EXTENDED TRAINING, without 
treats! No Jumping, No Biting, & House 
Trained.30 Yrs Exp. We train ANY breed!
Heidi  978-417-9249   www.justbehaving.com

Boston Terrier Pups
 6 Males, 1 Female; Black, White, and Brindle.
 Ready mid February. 1st shots & de-wormed.

    $1500 each. Call (603) 785-6280.

PIANO: Roland KR -15
Digital Mini Baby Grand. Excellent condition.

Asking $2000/best offer.
Calling 978-526-1897, Manchester MA

BRADFORD man seeks 1 or 2 PCA’s. Eves & 
weekends. Must have min. of 1 yr. exp. 

$14.56/hr. Reliable, references & CORE check. 
978-641-3946

METHUEN - First floor (Duplex). Nice area of 
Prospect St near the Loop. 2 bedrooms, living 
room, den, kitchen, bathroom, enclosed 
sunporch, yard. Off street and garage parking for 
2 cars. Washer & Dryer. Cellar storage. Hard-
wood floors. 1 small animal allowed. $1650/mo 
includes oil heat. Tenant only pays electric.

Call 978-423-7139

LAWRENCE, MA - Furnished room
starting at $120/wk. Drug-free

For details, 978-794-3039

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL.  Beautiful Lux 3 Br/2Ba 
Fully Furn. Condo.  $1525/ mo. (Min. 6 mos.) 
Gorgeous exclusive area. All Amenities. Great 
water views, privacy & security. Option/Rent  

newly furnished room with access to all
amenities $1,050/mo. Owner 978-468-2224

è QUALITY, SERVICE & PRICE ç
That Won’t Shock You! Insured. MA#31525E

 NH#12831M.  (Call Mike 978-423-8510

EARN $500 A DAY (SALES) Final Expense
 Insurance • Exclusive Leads • Local

Training/Support • Every day is Payday • Agent 
Health/Dental Benefits • Incentive Trips CALL

860-357-6904 www.fhginsurance.com  NECAN

NOTICE
Some advertisements running in this
category may require an investment

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS!
If you are a PCA, CNA, Nurse or offer  personal 

care  services please go to the business and 
service directory and check out the category 
for Adult Care. Yours services are needed!
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Sports

When the ball dropped on 2017, 
so ended my 10th year covering 
high school sports for the Andover 
Townsman.

That’s right, it has been a 
decade since I took the reins of 
the Townsman sports section from 
Rick Harrison, the now-retired local 
legend, in 2007. 

When I started at the Towns-
man, Mike Pierce was starring at 
quarterback for the Golden War-
riors, Tucker Mullin was dazzling in 
hockey and Christina Muccio was an 
inspirational star on the track. 
And that’s just a few of the stand-
outs from my first year on the job.

Since then, every season has 
been special, and 2017 was cer-
tainly no different.

So, with the confetti of the New 
Years parties cleaned up, and 
the leftovers being polished off, 
lets take a look back at some of 
the best memories from 2017 in 
Andover High sports.

Superstar seasons
She is now starring at 

Merrimack College, but it was just 
a year ago that Alyssa Casey was a 
superstar for Andover High.

After missing her junior season 
due to injury, Casey bounced right 
back last winter. She finished the 
year averaging 21.0 points and 7.8 
rebounds a game. She finished her 
career with 1,197 points and 621 
rebounds in only three seasons.

Right next to her was fellow star 
senior Jillian Webber. She averaged 
16.1 points, 8.5 rebounds and 2.8 
blocks per game last winter.

Just a sophomore, it seems 
like Mac Lee has done it all for the 
Andover golf team. Just 13-years-
old, Lee was runner-up for confer-
ence MVP and won 12 matches 
from the No. 1 spot this fall. He 
also won 11 NEPGA Junior tour-
neys (ages 12-13) over the summer.

Devin Connell is heading to run 
track for Duke University for a 
reason. In the spring, he set the 
Andover High record in the 800 
(1:53.96) after he broke a 52-year-
old Golden Warrior school record 
in the 1,000 (2:30.57) in the winter.

Track teammate Matt McDermott
delivered a monster spring in the 
shot put. He placed 10th at New 
Balance Nationals (156-6) and took 
gold at MVCs (150-1) and Andover 
Boosters (149-4).

For Andover girls track, Kassie 
Brink upset the field for the Divi-
sion 1 title in the triple jump and 
Hannah Lansberry starred in the 400. 

Josh Gruenberg vaulted himself 
into the ace role for the Andover 
baseball team in the spring. The 
lefty led Warriors in wins (6-1), 
ERA (1.23) and innings pitched 
(45.2). Cedric Gillete did it all while 
Dan Gemmell, who lost his senior 
football season to injury, came 

back for baseball and hit .382 with 
13 RBIs and 11 runs.

Everyone knew Max Beati as a 
football player. In fact, he recently 
committed to play football at 
Brown. But last winter was a huge 
season on the court for the Golden 
Warriors. The towering 6-8, 300 
pounder averaged 11.9 points and 
11.0 rebounds.

Worth the wait
Nick Dellatto spent the first three 

years of his high school career 
behind E.J. Perry IV, one of the most 
prolific QBs in Massachusetts his-
tory. But given his chance this fall, 
Dellatto made the most of it. 

The senior stepped in to throw 
for 2,117 yards and 19 touchdowns. 
That despite missing a game with 
an ankle injury he played through 
on Thanksgiving.

Maddie Mucher delivered her best 
season on the soccer field as a 
senior. She led Andover in goals 
(10) and assists (7), earning her 

second All-MVC honors. Team-
mate Maddie Rhodes also starred on 
defense.

In boys soccer, Eoin Stack spend 
most of his career as a backup. 
But he delivered in his year in the 
spotlight. He scored a hat trick 
in a win over Lawrence, and was 
named All-MVC.

Goals, and stopping them
Michael Biddle will play lacrosse at 

UMass Amherst this spring, and 
he ended his Andover career on 
a high note in 2017. The four-year 
letterman tallied 37 goals last fall. 
On the defensive end, Ryan Puglisi 
and Tom Mapstone were stalwarts.

Andover boys hockey fell just 
short of its first trip to the elite 
Super 8 tournament last winter, 
and advanced to the Division 
1 North final. Caeden Dillman (15 
goals) and Michael Reilly (14 goals) 
led the Warriors.

But no one was more crucial to 
the hockey team’s success than 

goalie Zach Laramie. The then-senior 
finished with a 1.38 goals-against 
average and seven shutouts.

Speaking of star goalies, on the 
girls side Sean D’Urso finished last 
winter with a 1.85 goals-against 
average.

Another year, another title
It never gets old for Marilyn 

Fitzgerald and the Andover girls 
swim team, which took home 
another title this past fall.

The Warriors won 10 out of 12 
events and easily cruised to the 
program’s fourth consecutive 
state championship and 15th in 
the last 19 years with a total score 
of 488.5.

Mia Galat, who would go on to be 
named Massachusetts Division 1 
Swimmer of the Year, won the 200 
freestyle and 100 butterfly and 
swam on the 400 freestyle relay to 
lead the way.

“I’m just so proud of my team. 
I couldn’t have imagined doing it 
with anyone else,” said senior star 
Sophia Ju.

Back on top
The Andover field hockey team 

left nothing to doubt, surging 
past Longmeadow 2-0 to earn the 
MIAA Division 1 state title. Hanna 
Medwar and Julia Carzo each scored 
a goal in the title game, while the 
Warriors did not allow a single 
shot on goal. They finished the 
season 22-0-1.

The win marked the field hockey 
program’s third state title (2010, 
2011). 

“We wanted this so bad, and we 
work so well together. We’re such 
a family,” said Emma Farnham. “We 
just wanted it more than ever. All 
our hard work paid off.”

The girls volleyball team nearly 
added a third title to the fall, before 
falling in the Division 1 semifinals. 
All-Scholastic Alexis Mancha logging 
265 assists, 220 digs, 177 kills and 
58 aces for the season. Sarah Shat-
tuck was also an All-Scholastic. 

¢ ¢ ¢

David Willis is a sportswriter/vid-
eographer. Contact him at DWillis@
eagletribune.com or @DWillisET. 

REMEMBERING 2017
BY DAVID WILLIS

dwillis@eagletribune.com   

Taking a look back at the year in Andover High sports

Staff file photos
Mia Galat’s dominance helped lead Andover swimming to another state title this fall.

Hanna Medwar scored a goal to help lead Andover field hockey to the 
Division 1 state title.

Nothing was getting past Zach Laramie last winter, leading Andover to the 
Division 1 North title game. He was one of the major highlights of 2017.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Jan. 9

Andover at Chelmsford, 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12

Andover at Central Catholic, 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Jan. 9

Chelmsford at Andover, 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12

Central Catholic at Andover, 7 p.m.

BOYS HOCKEY
Wednesday, Jan. 10

Andover at Westford Academy, 5:50 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13

Central Catholic at Andover, 5:50 p.m.

GIRLS HOCKEY
Saturday, Jan. 13

Andover at Central Catholic, 7 p.m.

INDOOR TRACK
Thursday, Jan. 11

Lawrence at Andover, 4 p.m.

BOYS SKIING
Tuesday, Jan. 9

Andover at Austin Prep, 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11

Andover at Haverhill, 3:30 p.m.

GIRLS SKIING
Monday, Jan. 8

Andover at North Andover, 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10

Andover at Georgetown, 3:30 p.m.

WRESTLING
Wednesday, Jan. 10

Andover at Haverhill, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13

Andover at Woburn, 10 a.m.

BOYS SWIMMING
Tuesday, Jan. 9

Andover at St. John’s Prep, 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12

Haverhill at Andover, 3:30 p.m.

GYMNASTICS
Thursday, Jan. 11

Andover at Tewksbury, 7 p.m.

  ¢ THE WEEK AHEAD

GIRLS HOCKEY

Sophomore Laren Fraiser
scored her first varsity goal 
and Emily Wagner dazzled on 
defense while adding two 
assists as Andover handed 
Methuen/Tewksbury its first 
loss of the season, 3-0 on Sat-
urday. Goalie Sean D’Urso made 
15 saves for the shutout.

¢ ¢ ¢

Emma Gilmartin and Emily 
Wagner each scored a goal as 
Andover beat Matignon 2-0 last 
Wednesday. Sean D’Urso needed 
to make just eight saves for the 
shutout.

¢ ¢ ¢

Despite an Allison Wright goal, 
Andover lost to Braintree 3-1 
last Thursday.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Bramanti’s effort for 
naught

Andover was not going to 
give up its Commonwealth 
Motors Christmas Classic 
championship without a fight.

The No. 4 Warriors calmly 
chipped away at a 12-point 
halftime deficit, and thanks to 
a massive performance from 
junior Gia Bramanti (career-high 
28 points) sent their semifi-
nal matchup with top-seeded 
Bishop Guertin into overtime.

But the two-time defending 
New Hampshire champion Car-
dinals converted in the extra 
frame, and came away with the 
56-53 last Thursday.

“Credit to Bishop Guertin, 
they came out really well in 
that first half,” said Andover 
coach Alan Hibino. “What we 
said at the half is that you 
can’t make up a 12-point deficit 
in one possession. So it starts 
one possession at a time. Next 
thing you know the Warriors 
are fighting right back in it.”

Andover trailed 54-50 with 
nine seconds left in OT when 
Bramanti nailed her fourth 
3-pointer of the game with 0.7 
seconds left. The Warriors 
were able to get the foul, but 
after two made BG free throws 
they didn’t have the time to 
put up a last-second shot.

Taylor Landry added 13 points 
for Andover.

¢ ¢ ¢

Gia Bramanti scored a team-
high 16 points, but Andover 
fell to Cape Ann foe Pentucket 
in the Commonwealth Motors 
Christmas Classic third place 
game on Saturday.

Sarah Sullivan, Shea Krekorian
and Taylor Landry each had 
seven points. The Warriors 
had to play without Landry, 
their junior point guard, who 
fouled out midway through the 
fourth quarter.

“Andover played really well. 
They were doing everything 
that we couldn’t figure out,” 
said Pentucket coach John 
McNamara.

¢ ¢ ¢

Taylor Landry and Gia Bramanti 
each scored 15 points and 
defending champion Andover 

rolled over North Andover 
65-34 in the first round of the 
Commonwealth Motors Christ-
mas Classic last Wednesday. 
Caroline McDonald added 12 
points and Tatum Shaw had eight 
points for the winners.

“We really wanted this one,” 
said McDonald, Andover’s 
lone senior and sole captain. 
“There’s nothing like playing 
in the Christmas Tournament.”

BOYS BASKETBALL

Gillette drains eight 3’s
Cedric Gillette rained in eight 

3-pointers and had a game-
high 29 points to lead Andover 
past Londonderry, 76-72, in the 
Commonwealth Motors Christ-
mas Classic consolation round 
on Friday. His eight three’s 
were one behind Methuen’s 
Michael Gorman’s tournament 
record of nine in a single 
game.

Gillette scored 14 of his 
points in the fourth quarter 
to fuel an Andover comeback. 
Trailing 56-47 heading into the 
final frame, he drained three of 
his long balls in the final eight 
minutes as the Warriors out-
scored the Lancers 29-16 in the 
final frame.

Emmitt Kim dropped 23 points 
for Andover, and Kyle Rocker
had 11.

¢ ¢ ¢

Andover’s Emmett Kim scored 
17 first half points and finished 
with a game-high 27 points to 
lead the Golden Warriors to a 
71-61 victory over feisty North 

Andover in the Commonwealth 
Classic fifth place game on 
Saturday. 

Sophomore Kyle Rocker
chipped in with 21 points for 
the Golden Warriors, while 
Cedric Gillette had 11 points 
including three 3-pointers.

¢ ¢ ¢

Andover’s Stephen Shaw
scored a team-high 11 points 
as the Golden Warriors fell 
to eventual champion St. 
John’s Prep 63-42 in the first 
round of the Commonwealth 
Motors Christmas Classic last 
Wednesday. 

SWIMMING

Grover on fire
Zach Grover won the 200 med-

ley relay (2:02.05) and the 100 
backstroke (56.77) and swam 
on the winning 200 medley 
relay and 400 freestyle relay as 
Andover beat Acton-Boxboro 
100-85 last Thursday. William 
Qian won the 100 butterfly and 
Richard Li took the 500 freestyle 
for the winners.

BOYS HOCKEY

Schuwerk scores
Matt Schuwerk scored a goal as 

Andover played Waltham to a 
1-1 tie on Saturday.

TRACK

Andover splits
The Andover girls beat 

Methuen 75-25 last Wednes-
day. The Golden Warrior boys 
fell to Methuen 66-33 last 
Wednesday.

Fraiser, girls hockey shock unbeaten Methuen/Tewksbury
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