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LEARNING TO LIVE IN CRISIS
As the nation and world struggle 

against the coronavirus pandemic, 
closer to home people are striv-
ing to embrace the “new normal’’ 
— living apart while protecting 
themselves and others against the 
virus .

In Andover, more than a dozen 
people have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 . Homes are being trans-
formed into online classrooms and 
makeshift work spaces .

And everyone is wondering what 
will happen next, as experts pre-
dict the crisis will continue into 

the foreseeable future .
Here’s a closer look at develop-

ments in Andover:
Fifteen residents have been diag-

nosed with the virus, according to 
information on the town website 
at the Townsman’s Tuesday press 
time . That number increased from 
a total of two cases the previous 
week . In Massachusetts, the num-
ber of confirmed cases is approach-
ing 6,000, while the number of 
recorded COVID-19 deaths has 
reached 56 .

A Raytheon employee at the com-
pany’s Andover facility has con-
tracted the virus . Five other 
company employees and one 

business partner from two area 
Raytheon facilities have also 

tested positive, the company said . 
Employees who may have been in 
contact with the infected workers 
have been notified to self-quaran-
tine for two weeks .

Andover residents can get doctor’s 
orders over the phone to test for 
COVID-19 . Those who feel they 
need testing can get a risk assess-
ment by calling 978-946-8409 . If a 
doctor’s order is issued, Andover 
residents can get drive-through 
testing at screening tents outside 
Lawrence General Hospital and 
Holy Family Hospital in Haverhill .

Schools remain closed until at least 
May 4 . Students are continuing 
their learning online . The school 

district is offering free breakfast 
and lunch for pick-up outside 
Andover High School and at other 
locations around town . A listing of 
food drop-off times and locations 
can be found at www .aps1 .net .

The Andover Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages have 
links to indoor activities for fami-
lies, as Gov . Baker’s stay-at-home 
order remains in effect . Updates 
on confirmed corononavirus cases 
in Andover and COVID-19 testing 
sites are also available on these 
pages .

Local businesses are fighting to 
survive . Restaurants continue 

Community braces for the long haul
By Sean Murphy

Staff Writer More inside
 �Town firefighter infected with 

virus. Page 6
 �Neighbors escape cabin fever. 
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 �Local teen reflects on pan-
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 �Raytheon workers have virus. 
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As the number of people 
affected and infected by the 
coronavirus continues to 
rise across the region, busi-
nesses in Andover are mak-
ing tough choices .

Coffee 
lovers who 
frequent 
downtown 
Main Street 
f o r  t h e i r 
caffeine 
f i x  t o o k 

another hit last week as 
Caffe Nero closed its doors 
on March 27, joining Star-
bucks which shut down ear-
lier this month .

“The company thinks this 
is the best thing to do right 
now,” said Didier Coyer, 
Caffe Nero store manager, 
from inside the empty 
establishment . “We have no 
idea right now how long we 
will be closed, but we will 
be bringing all of our team 
members back when the 

store reopens .”
All is not lost for latte lov-

ers, as the Ultimate Perk 
remains open in the center 
of town .

On a pre-coronavirus day, 

‘The show 
must go on’

By Sean Murphy

Staff Writer

SEAN MURPHY/Staff photo
A social distancing sign on 
the counter and a smiling 
Paul D’Agostino Jr. greet 
customers at D’Agostino’s 
Deli on Main Street. The deli 
remains open seven days a 
week with reduced hours.

See SHOW, Page  2

See COMMUNITY, Page  2

 ■  Images 
of businesses 
struggling 
because of cri-
sis. Page 11.

Twelve-year-old Drake 
Ta r l ow  ke e p s  a  b u sy 
schedule .

“I love to play tennis . I love 
to ski a lot and I have this 
new interest in basketball,” 
said the Pike School seventh-
grader who holds a second-
degree black belt in karate . 
“But school work always 
comes first .”

“Totally typical kid,” said 
Drake’s mom, Dana .

For the last few months, 
this typical kid has been 
exercising his selfless side, 
donating time and money 

to a charitable organization 
called Birthday Wishes . The 
non-profit, which operates 
out of Natick, brings birth-
day parties to kids in home-
less shelters and transitional 
living facilities — but the 
coronavirus has blown out 
the candles of any on-site 
celebrations for the foresee-
able future .

“It is in the interest of 
the health and safety of our 
partners and stakeholders  . . . 
that we will not be delivering 

our program during the 
month of April,” said Lisa 
Vasiloff, executive director 
and co-founder of Birthday 
Wishes . “If we can’t do our 
usual parties, at the very 
least we’ll plan on deliver-
ing our birthday boxes for 
the month of May .” 

As a Birthday Wishes vol-
unteer, Drake puts together 
what  the organizat ion 
calls a Birthday-in-a-Box . 
The  company distributes 

Boy’s goal: Bring birthday parties to needy kids, despite crisis
By Sean Murphy

Staff Writer

Twelve-year-old Drake Tarlow 
is surrounded by more than a 
dozen birthday bags and 
boxes to be distributed to 
children in homeless 
shelters and transitional 
housing facilities throughout 
Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island.

TIM JEAN/Staff photo

See PARTIES, Page  3

The number of COVID-19 
cases continues to rise with 
no end in sight .

The pandemic has shut the 
doors of Andover schools, 
restaurants and other busi-
nesses . But perhaps nowhere 
has the pain of disruptions 
caused by the crisis been felt 
more acutely than hospitals 
and other medical facilities, 
specifically those that cater to 
the memory-impaired .

Lack of communication 
over a period of time can be 
stressful to anyone, but the 
absence of contact between 
families and their loved ones 
suffering from Alzheimer’s 
and other forms of dementia 
can be devastating, health 
officials say .

Here are ways local homes 
for the elderly are easing that 
emotional pain:

A small act of kindness
“This is a challenging 

time for our residents who 
are somewhat isolated, not 
able to see their families like 

Cut off by COVID-19 
Senior homes bridge gap between families, loved ones

By Sean Murphy

Staff Writer

MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
Arthur Thibault of Methuen waves to his relatives from a window during his surprise 75th 
birthday celebration at the Bear Mountain skilled nursing and rehabilitation center in Andover 
on Monday. Thibault’s relatives weren’t allowed to visit him face-to-face due to the threat of 
COVID-19, so they staged the celebration from outside the building. See SENIORS, Page  2
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offering takeout meals, 
while the governor’s rule 
against customers dining 

inside restaurants remains 
in effect. Many businesses 
are closed due to the gov-
ernor’s order that all non-
essential businesses remain 
closed to May 4. Owners of 
those businesses are looking 
at offers of federal loans to 
help them survive, as their 
workers join millions of 
people nationally applying 
for unemployment benefits.

The run on supermarkets 
continues, with shoppers 

emptying shelves of items 
such as toilet paper and 
easy-to-cook food like pasta. 
Market Baskets and other 
stores are encouraging cus-
tomers to observe the 6-foot 
social distancing rule. Dur-
ing peak business hours, 
Whole Foods Market has 
been allowing no more than 
80 customers inside the store 
at one time.

The Merrimack Valley YMCA is 
collecting food and personal 
care items at the Andover/
North Andover YMCA on 
Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m.

Much of Andover looks like a 
ghost town, with the usually 

bustling downtown quiet 
except for people stopping 
at restaurants for takeout 
orders and to visit banks. 
Houses of worship and play-
grounds remain closed.

Town Manager Andrew Fla-
nagan, in a message on the 
town’s website, encourages 
residents to continue social 
distancing measures, to 
practice good hand hygiene 
and to stay at home if they 
are not feeling well. As more 
coronavirus tests become 
available, the number of 
positive cases in the region 
is expected to rise. As these 
cases are identified, local 

public health officials will be 
in contact with those people 
to ensure they are receiving 
appropriate care. According 
to the town website, most 
people who become sick with 
the virus recover at home. 
Once they have recovered, 
they will no longer be under 
isolation restrictions.

The state has launched an 
online portal where people 
and companies can eas-
ily donate or sell personal 
protective equipment and 
volunteer to support the 
fight against COVID-19 in 
Massachusetts. This effort 
will ensure that front-line 
responders get the protec-
tive equipment they need.

“While there is a deep 
sense of concern for our 
future and an inevitable fear 
of the unknown, I believe 
that the town is prepared to 
weather this storm,” Flana-
gan said of the crisis. “We 
have taken all of the appro-
priate steps to maintain 
continuity of operations and 
are prepared to continue to 
provide essential services.”

Despite being faced with 
plummeting sales numbers, 
some Andover businesses 
have managed to stay open.

“This amazing community 
of retailers, restaurant own-
ers and service profession-
als survived the gas crisis 
in 2018, and now they have 
to face more adversity,” 
said Ann Ormond, director 

of business, arts and cul-
ture for the town. “So many 
residents and local essential 
workers have been amazing, 
ordering takeout, buying gift 
cards and shopping online.”

Business people looking 
for resources can view the 
town website and click the 
business tab for more infor-
mation, Ormond said.

School  closures have 
forced educators to adopt 
a teaching style tailored 
toward the strong suit of 
this generation of students 
— online learning.

“In the first phase of the 
closure from March 16 to 
April 3, our educators pro-
vided review and enrich-
ment learning activities,” 
said School Superintendent 
Sheldon Berman. “Beginning 
on April 6, the district will 
be providing a deeper level 
of support and additional 
resources for our students 
and families.”

To ensure all students hit 
the ground running in the 
next phase, Andover schools 
reached out to families on 
the school district website 
recently, offering Chrome-
book computers and free 
internet access to students 
who need that support.

“We will be able to provide 
more structure and routine 
for our students,” said Ber-
man. “Our goal is to offer all 
our students the support to 
continue their learning.”
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they’re used to,” said Karla 
Rossi, executive director at 
Stone Hill at Andover, an 
assisted living and memory 
care facility. “We’re trying 
to give them some degree 
of normalcy here at the 
community.”

Normalcy arr ived at 
Stone Hill, and five other 
area senior living facilities 
recently, in the form of 500 
hand-delivered potted flow-
ers with individual notes of 
encouragement. The plants 
came courtesy of Northeast 
Nursery of Peabody, and Erin 
DiCarlo and Lauren Watts of 
Dovetail Companies, a busi-
ness devoted to helping older 
adults transition to senior liv-
ing communities.

“We’re hearing from our 
peer elder care providers, as 
well as family members, that 
people are feeling saddened 
and overwhelmed,” said 
DiCarlo, a certified dementia 
practitioner. “We wanted to 
do a small act of kindness to 
help brighten people’s day, 
so I thought maybe a flower 
could let someone know that 
we’re thinking of them.”

For one of the residents at 
Stone Hill, that seemingly 
small gesture made an imme-
diate impact.

“They’re really wonderful 
people to bring us flowers,” 
said Bo Kennedy, who moved 
to Stone Hill with his wife 
in July. “Barbara and I have 
each other, but there are a lot 
of single residents here, so a 
gift like that goes a long way.”

Singing in the rain
A r t h u r  T h i b a u l t  o f 

Methuen fell recently and 
fractured some ribs. In 
early March, he was trans-
ferred from a hospital to 
Bear Mountain at Andover, a 
skilled-nursing facility that 
provides short-term reha-
bilitation and long-term care.

“Before the fall, every-
day, without fail, his sisters 
take him everywhere. They 
take good care of him,” said 
Thibault’s brother-in-law Al 
Naffah.

“Then he goes into the 
facility and he doesn’t see 
anybody,’’ Naffah said, refer-
ring to restrictions prohibit-
ing visitors due to the virus. 
“He feels abandoned. We 
haven’t seen him in three 
weeks.”

On March 30, Thibault 

turned 75, and his family 
wasn’t going to let him spend 
his special day alone. Despite 
not being allowed to enter 
the building, Thibault’s three 
siblings and their spouses 
gathered outside the facil-
ity in a light drizzle to sing 
happy birthday.

“I think it’s a fabulous idea,” 
said Connie Paullis, executive 
director of Bear Mountain 
at Andover. “This is a fam-
ily who’s unable to see their 
family member right now at 
the facility, so they came up 
with a way to continue to cel-
ebrate his birthday and make 
him feel special.”

Technology to the rescue
Assisted living and mem-

ory care facilities like Bridges 
by EPOCH at Andover are 
keeping families connected 
with their loved ones through 
technology.

“It’s not good keeping 
memory-impaired residents 
socially isolated, so we’re 
doing our best to stimulate 
them and keep them engaged 
and entertained,” said Traci 
Simpson, wellness director at 
Bridges.

A  c o m p a n y  c a l l e d 
IN2L has created a plat-
form using what they call 

person-centered engagement 
technology. It caters to the 
specific needs of senior-liv-
ing communities. Each com-
munity is outfitted with two 
large screens and a laptop 
for each resident, to bridge 
the gap between residents 
and the outside world.

“With IN2L we’re actu-
ally able to tailor the tablet 
to every resident’s profile,” 
said Traci Simpson, well-
ness director at the Bridges 
Andover location. “We talk 
to the families and then we 
upload the resident’s favorite 
music, games, hobbies and 
even family pictures — all 
the things that they love.”

The company also uses a 
technology platform called 
TeleHealth Services, allow-
ing patients to see doctors 
virtually, on a laptop, in 
the comfort of their own 
apartment.

“We’re still fully opera-
tional within all our com-
munities,” said Adele Pepin, 
vice president of marketing 
of EPOCH Senior Living, par-
ent company of all 10 Bridges 
by EPOCH and four Water-
stone facilities. “We’re utiliz-
ing technology in all the ways 
we can to keep the day to day 
flowing.”

SENIORS
 � Continued from Page  1

Ann’s Cleaners on Railroad 
Street served up to 175 cus-
tomers. In the last two weeks 
the dry cleaning store, which 
has been deemed an essential 
business, is averaging 10 to 12 
customers per day. Despite 
the losses, not only is Ann’s 
staying open with amended 
hours, the business is taking 
an extra step to support the 
community during the crisis.

“We are providing a 15 
percent discount to first 
responders for all their hard 
work, effort and dedication 
in aiding those in need of 
care and help.” said Pete An, 
a member of the family that 
owns the business. “In grati-
tude for them putting their 
lives on the line, we want to 
show them our appreciation, 
respect and, most impor-
tantly, love.”

D’Agostino’s Delicatessen 

on Main Street has chosen to 
stay open seven days a week, 
but with reduced hours. One 
reason D’Agostino’s has been 
able to stay afloat is a shift 
in sales, resulting in fewer 
losses at the cash register.

“Foot traffic is down 
severely for everyday walk-
ins ordering a sandwich 
which hurts, but orders for 
cold cuts, pastas, eat-and-
serve trays are up,” said Paul 
D’Agostino Jr., a member of 
the family that owns the deli.

Despite all the precautions 
and recommendations to 
help people steer clear of the 
virus, Nicholas D’Agostino, 
another family member, 
believes Andover residents 
can still come together safely 
to support each other.

“People need to be able 
to get out of the house for a 
walk to someplace they’re 
familiar with for that five or 
10 minutes,” he said. “Come 
see us. We’d appreciate it. 
The show must go on.”

SHOW
 � Continued from Page  1

SEAN MURPHY/Staff photo
Ann’s Cleaners on Railroad Street remains open with reduced hours. The dry cleaning business has retained all its employees 
despite a staggering drop in customers.

MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
Relatives of Arthur Thibault of Methuen celebrate his birthday outside the elderly complex 
where he is staying. From left are his brother-in-law Dale Witkum, his sisters Fran Naffah and 
Pauline Dubois, and his brother-in-law Al Naffah, who brought signs, balloons and a cake.

Courtesy photo
Showing off the potted plants they are about to deliver are 
Lauren Watts, left, vice president and director of operations 
for Dovetail Companies, and Erin DiCarlo, founder and 
president of the business, which supports older adults 
transitioning into senior living communities.

Courtesy photo
Organizing a batch of potted plants ready for delivery are Erin DiCarlo, left, and Lauren Watts 
of Dovetail Companies, which provides support for senior citizens who have recently moved 
into elderly housing complexes.
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200 ready-made boxes every 
month. Each box contains a 
cake pan, cake mix, frosting, 
plates, utensils and napkins 
— the basic elements of a 
birthday party — and costs 
about $20 to assemble.

“I ’ve always had big 
birthday parties with all 
my friends,” said Drake, 
an only child who lives in 
Salem, New Hampshire. “It 
was really shocking when I 
discovered that some people 
don’t celebrate birthdays at 
all.”

Drake’s family attends 
T e m p l e  E m a n u e l  i n 
Andover. With a bar mitzvah 
birthday of his own arriving 
in April, Drake searched for 
a charity that could make 
a huge impact.  Drake’s 
mother said part of the bar 
mitzvah is making sure to 
do good deeds for your com-
munity, so picking the right 
charity was important.

“We went through a lot of 
different choices, but this 
one just struck me,” said 
Drake. “I don’t know how to 

explain it, but it was a feel-
ing that I had that I wanted 
to do this.”

“Drake is why we exist,” 
Vasiloff said of Birthday 
Wishes, which has been 
helping children celebrate 
their special day since 2005. 
“He’s what personifies our 
organization.”

Fortunately, Drake has a 
solid network of support to 
help fund his cause, from 
his karate dojo to his Pike 
School classmates.

“I posted it on Instagram 
and a bunch of my friends 
from school decided they 
wanted to donate,” Drake 
said. “They’ve been really 
helpful.”

Each day, Drake chips 
away here and there, assem-
bling one Birthday-in-a-Box 
at a time. His original goal 
was to make 33 boxes, but 
thanks to some generous 
donations he more than 
doubled that output.

“The neat thing about this 
project is that you don’t just 
go and collect the money and 
you’re done,” Dana Tarlow 
said. “You have to manage 
the inventory, know how 
much you’re spending and 
where to shop for certain 

things.”
Gov. Charlie Baker’s recent 

order closing all non-essen-
tial businesses has narrowed 
Drake’s options of where he 
can purchase birthday box 
items.

“We are currently looking 
at Amazon, Walmart and 
other online options to buy 
the products at a good price,” 
said Drake. “Since each box 
can be built for about $20, 
we are setting up a Venmo 
account and also considering 
PayPal for donations.”

Drake said he envisions 
making boxes for another 
year and a half or even lon-
ger before trying his hand at 
another worthwhile cause.

“I could still see donat-
ing to this one,” Drake 
said, “even if I end up doing 
something else.”

“I didn’t want it to be an 
obligation, but I wanted him 
to understand the impor-
tance of this as a lifelong 
goal of giving,”  Drake’s 
mom said. “It’s cooler than 
I ever thought.”

Drake is determined to 
keep making boxes despite 
the obstacles put in his path 
by the coronavirus crisis. 
He’ll continue posting on 

social media to get the word 
out to family and friends, he 
said. 

“We know it’s hard for 
people to donate right now, 
so even a dollar or two helps 
put these birthday boxes 
together,” said Drake. “More 
than ever it could still put a 
smile on kids’ faces.”

Birthday Wishes is accept-
ing cash donations and other 
in-kind support. For more 
information, go to www.
birthdaywishes.org.

PARTIES
 � Continued from Page  1

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Drake Tarlow places napkins and paper plates into one of the 
birthday boxes he’s creating for Birthday Wishes, a charity for 
homeless children and their families. The boxes have different 
themes to appeal to the varied interests of girls and boys.

The Rev. Peter Gori has 
been reinstated as pastor 
of St. Augustine Church, 
the Archdiocese of Boston 
announced this week.

Gori is expected to resume 
his duties by Sunday – which 
i s  P a l m 
S u n d a y  – 
according 
t o  C a r d i -
n a l  S e a n 
O’Malley, 
archbishop 
of Boston.

G o r i ,  a 
member of 
the Order of 
St. Augus-
tine since 
1973, was placed on admin-
istrative leave in April 2019 
after a man, now in his 
40s, claimed that Gori and 
another priest, the Rev. 
William Waters, sexually 
abused him more than 30 
years ago.

“I assure you, as I assured 
the provincial, that the accu-
sation is false,” Gori wrote 
in a letter to parishioners 
when the allegation sur-
faced. The provincial, the 
regional leader of Augus-
tinian priests in the eastern 
U.S., had informed Gori of 
the accusation.

The Augustinian order 
relied on an independent 
investigator, Praesidium 
Inc., as well as the order’s 
independent review board 
in concluding the allegation 
could not be substantiated, 
according to a press release 
issued by the Archdiocese of 
Boston.

The alleged dates of abuse 
did not coincide with Gori’s 
assignment history and the 
alleged victim, who could 
not recall details of the 
abuse, declined to continue 
participating in the inves-
tigation, according to the 
archdiocese.

“I am pleased that the 
independent investigation 
has been completed after 
a thorough review of the 

facts,” O’Malley said. “The 
church’s commitment to 
achieving a fair and just 
resolution is of critical 
importance in respecting 
the rights of all the parties 
involved. Father Gori has 
enjoyed over 40 years of 
ministry as an Augustinian 
and in the Archdiocese of 
Boston. We join the parish-
ioners of St. Augustine in 
welcoming Father Gori 
home.”

Gori said every allega-
tion of sexual abuse must be 
taken seriously.

“Most priests live good 
and faithful lives. In my 40 
years of priestly ministry, I 
have tried to live a good and 
faithful life,” he said. “I am 
very happy to return to my 
parish home of St. Augus-
tine. I have missed par-
ish life and our wonderful 
parishioners. I am grateful 
to be able to begin with the 
promise of Easter at hand. 
Please pray for all victims of 
sexual abuse as they seek to 
heal and pray for our priests 
who serve the people of God 
joyfully.”

Gori was appointed pas-
tor of St. Augustine in 2009. 
He was also assigned there 
from 1988 to 1992.

Gori was raised in Read-
ing and attended Austin 
Preparatory School, which is 
run by the Augustinians. He 
had assignments in Philadel-
phia, Washington, D.C., New 
York and Rome before his 
first stint at St. Augustine.

Gori earned a doctorate in 
canon law and served on the 
Metropolitan Tribunal of the 
archdiocese.

After the abuse alle-
g a t i o n s ,  Wa t e r s  wa s 
also placed on leave. He 
was assigned to several 
Merrimack Valley par-
ishes before being trans-
ferred to the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia.

Terrence Donilon, secre-
tary of communications and 
public affairs for the Arch-
diocese of Boston, said Mon-
day evening he was not sure 
about Waters’ status.

Andover pastor 
cleared of sexual 
abuse charge, 
returns to church
Gori reinstated at St. Augustine

By Paul TennanT

Staff Writer

A Raytheon employee 
working at the defense 
giant’s Andover facility has 
contracted the coronavirus, 
the company said.

In a statement released 
by the company, public rela-
tions manager Jonathan 
Murphy said six employees 
and one business partner 
at the company have con-
tracted the virus.

In addition to the one 
employee at the Andover 
facility, five employees at 
the company’s Woburn 
site and a business partner 
at Raytheon’s Tewksbury 
facility tested positive for 
COVID-19, the statement 
said.

Murphy said the com-
pany has taken precautions 
to contain further spread of 
the virus.

“As  a  precaut ion  to 
ensure the health and 

safety of our employees, 
we temporarily closed the 
affected areas to conduct 
enhanced cleaning mea-
sures, including contact 
tracing,” he said.

In addition, people who 
may have been in contact 
with the infected work-
ers have been notified and 
told to self-quarantine for 
two weeks, according to 
the statement. Raytheon’s 
medical  personnel  are 
monitoring their health. 

The employees who work 
in the areas where the 
infected employees did 
their jobs are now working 
from home, the company 
said.

Kevin Legere, president 
of the Local 1505 Inter-
national Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers — the 
union representing Ray-
theon employees — said the 
company is required to stay 
open because it’s a national 
defense contractor.

Employee at Raytheon in Andover 
tests positive for coronavirus

By Genevieve DinaTale

Staff Writer

Gov. Charlie Baker is 
extending a shutdown of non-
essential businesses and a 
stay-at-home advisory until 
May 4, as the state braces for 
an expected surge in COVID-
19 cases.

Baker said extending his 
executive order, which was 
scheduled to expire April 7, 
by nearly a month is neces-
sary to prevent the further 
spread of COVID-19 and 
ensure the state has the 
resources to respond to the 
outbreak.

He’s also extending a “stay-
at-home” advisory and a ban 
on public gatherings of more 
than 10 people.

The updated order took 
effect at noon Wednesday.

“We appreciate the huge 
impact on our economy and 
our daily lives that these deci-
sions have, and they have not 
been made lightly,” Baker 
told reporters at a Tuesday 
briefing. “I know this is dif-
ficult to hear, but we need 
everyone to continue to go 
without being around your 
family and friends for your 
own health and safety, for the 
health and safety of your fam-
ily, your friends and others.”

Businesses considered 
essential and allowed to 
remain open include super-
markets, pharmacies, gas 
stations and manufacturers 
of medical supplies and phar-
maceuticals. On Wednesday, 

the state released an updated 
list of essential businesses.

Among other industries 
deemed essential are law 
enforcement, fire and other 
first-responders, energy, 
transportation, communica-
tions and information tech-
nology, financial services and 
news media.

In addition to the expanded 
shutdown order, Baker issued 
a new directive prohibiting 
hotels and short-term rent-
als such as Airbnb and Home 
Away from booking for vaca-
tion or leisure purposes.

“People should really be 
using common sense on this 
one and should not be going 
on vacation right now,” he 
told reporters.

On March 10,  Baker 
declared a state of emergency 
that gave him authority to 
shut down schools and busi-
nesses in response to a spike 
in the number of coronavirus 
cases in Massachusetts.

Several days later, he 
issued another executive 
order banning dine-in ser-
vices, effectively forcing bars 
and some restaurants to offer 
delivery or takeout service, 
and banned gatherings of 
more than 250 people.

He has since tightened the 
limits on public gatherings to 
10 people.

A week later,  Baker 
ordered all non-essential 
businesses to close until April 
7 and issued a “stay at home” 
advisory urging people not to 
leave their homes unless they 

need food, medicine or other 
essential items.

Businesses that violate the 
restrictions get a warning for 
a first offense, a fine of up to 
$300 for a second offense, and 
criminal penalties, includ-
ing fines of up to $500 or 
imprisonment.

Public schools across Mas-
sachusetts remain closed 
until May 4 under a separate 
executive order.

Business groups said the 
extended shutdown will 
require the state to provide 
additional financial relief 
to business owners beyond 
offering low-interest govern-
ment loans.

“Most of these business 
owners experienced immea-
surable financial loss after 
closing in recent weeks and 
wonder what the situation 
will be in another month 
and whether they can ever 
reopen,” said Christopher 

Carlozzi, state director of 
the National Federation of 
Independent Businesses. 
“To help, the state should 
now begin considering 
what other measures it can 
take to ensure small busi-
ness survival during the 
pandemic.”

The conservative pro-busi-
ness group Massachusetts 
Fiscal Alliance said the state 
government should “imme-
diately offer temporary tax 
and regulatory relief” to help 
struggling businesses.

“Any effort by our state 
leaders to extend the emer-
gency order must come with 
a clear plan for these busi-
nesses, their employees and 
families,” Paul Craney, the 
group’s spokesman said. “It 
is a scary time for all of us, 
but the small business own-
ers are fighting a two-front 
war — stay healthy and stay 
in business.”

Gov. Baker: Prepare for virus surge
Governor extends non-essential 
work shutdown, stay-at-home 
advisory to May 4

By ChrisTian WaDe

Staff Writer

Michael Wells was looking 
for a chance to use his sci-
entific training to help fight 
the coronavirus when — on 
the same day the pandemic 
forced his lab to temporarily 
close — he decided to create 
his own opportunity.

“CALLING ALL SCI -
ENTISTS,” he tweeted on 
March 18. “Help me in cre-
ating a national database 
of researchers willing and 
able to aid in local COVID-
19 efforts. This info will be 
a resource for institutions/
(government) agencies upon 
their request.”

That’s how the 34-year-old 
neuroscientist at the Broad 

Institute and Harvard Uni-
versity launched a national 
effort to marshal scientists 
to volunteer in the fight 
against the virus.

Less than 10 days later, 
more than 7,000 scientists 
had joined Wells’ database. 
Organizations and govern-
mental departments in a 
dozen states, as well as the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, have tapped 
into the information. Wells 
is also working with End-
Coronavirus.org, a project 
of the research-focused New 
England Complex Systems 
Institute, to help maximize 
the usefulness of the volun-
teer scientist cavalry he has 
assembled.

As health care workers 

risk their own lives to treat 
patients and some scien-
tists work toward a vaccine, 
Wells’ database offers a way 
forward for other science 
professionals who want to be 
of use. Scientists are asked 
to match their specific train-
ing with potential needs in 
the battle against the dis-
ease, including experience 
with RNA viruses such as 
the coronavirus.

Wells, an Ohio native, has 
lived for nearly a decade 
in the research hotbed of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
He created the database, he 
explained, in part to help 
ensure that in places without 
access to nearby major aca-
demic centers, governmen-
tal entities and institutions 

— and by association, citi-
zens — can tap into scientific 
knowledge.

“Scientists are a tremen-
dous resource for this coun-
try. And it’s not something 
that should just be confined 
to the coasts,” Wells said. 
“It’s something that every-
one should be able to benefit 
from.”

His project isn’t the only 
one looking to match scien-
tists eager to help battle the 
virus with opportunities to 
use their skills — regional 
efforts were already under-
way when Wells first created 
his Google spreadsheet.

One focus of the project is 
to identify volunteer scien-
tists qualified to be deployed 
like “cavalry” to hotspots to 

conduct tests. The database 
also asks if scientists are 
able to donate testing mate-
rials, such as RNA extrac-
tion kits and nasal swabs, 
an acknowledgement that 
a lack of testing capacity at 
labs and supplies is also a 
concern.

Wells has experience 
in virus research, but the 
database includes experts 
from multiple backgrounds, 
including bioinformatics 
experts who can help locali-
ties and other researchers 
more effectively map and 
visualize data on the effects 
of the pandemic.

Organizations or gov-
ernmental entities have to 
request access to the full 
version of the database. 

Requests unrelated to the 
pandemic, such as com-
panies scouting poten-
tial employees, have been 
denied.

Wells and his collaborators 
acknowledge to scientists 
who sign onto the database 
that while they “hope that 
every single one of you get 
the opportunity to use your 
advanced skills in the fight 
against this outbreak,” it’s 
likely that many who enlist 
won’t be called upon.

No matter how the data-
base is used, Wells said, 
scientists “want to be part 
of the solution to this global 
problem.” The database, he 
said, ensures “that when 
we’re called upon, we’re 
ready to go right away.”

‘Calling all scientists’: Experts volunteer for virus fight
By elana sChor

Associated Press

MIKE SPRINGER/Staff photo
As the coronavirus continues to spread, Gov. Charlie Baker 
says he expects a peak in cases mid-April. Work to combat 
the crisis continues, such as the health care worker above 
at the drive-up testing station at Holy Family Hospital in 
Haverhill. 
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$100 OFF 

every window and patio door1 

Buy one window or patio door, 
get one window or patio door 

40% OFF
1

No minimum purchase required.

PLUS

Minimum purchase of four.

One-Month-Only 
Window & Patio Door Flash

S A L E

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/19/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 24 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase 
four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 3/1/2020 and 4/19/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Additional $100 off each window or patio door, no minimum 
purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 4/19/2020. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other 
discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® 
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit 
at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited warranty for details.

•  We understand if you don’t want a project manager in your home 
right now. If you have a computer or tablet, we’re now offering 
virtual appointments so you don’t have to miss out on this sale!

•  Don’t cut corners and put in those low-end vinyl windows. Our 
Fibrex® composite window material is twice as strong as vinyl.*

•  With this financing, get new windows now but don’t pay for  
them for two whole years!1

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 24 months.

Sale Extended!

These days, many of us feel like our 
home is our safe haven. So, to help 
you make your home more 
comfortable, Renewal by Andersen 
has extended our Flash Sale until 
April 19th. And please know that all of 
our employees are taking steps to 
make this project safe and seamless. 
If you would rather not have us visit 
your home right now, we are now 
offering virtual appointments!

978-219-9915Book your in-home or 
virtual appointment

The Better Way to a Better Window™

Don’t pay anything for  
TWO YEARS with our financing1

Sale extended to April 19th

FINAL-1 Tue, Mar 31, 2020 7:27:11 PM
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ANDOVER TOWNSMAN OBITUARIES 
Obituaries in the Andover Townsman are paid notices.

To place an obituary, please visit andovertownsman.com/
submitobit. Call 1-800-681-6248 if you have any questions.

  �OBITUARIES 

26 Fleming Ave.: Fleming Ave 
Andover LLC to Carlos and 
Gloria Hayon, $776,443

209 Greenwood Road: Lorraine 
Finn to Andrea Saunders-
Correa and Hercilio Correa, 

$450,000
174 Haverhill St., Unit 316: 

Giata RT and Mary V. Giata 
to Rachel Pierce, $345,000

4 0  L i n w o o d  S t . : 
Lucien&Barbara Lussier LT 

and Barbara A. Lussier to 
Matthew W. and Cristina M. 
Addesa, $530,000

279 Salem St.: Rusckowski 
RT and Stephen H. Rusck-
owski to Zubeda B. Khan, 

$505,000
18 Stratford Road: Christian 

T. Bachmann to Courtney 
Varner and Timothy Lorden, 
$530,000

18 Summer St., Unit 1: Aaron 

Schwartz and Lisa Smith 
to Michele M. Odonnell, 
$690,000

47 Summer St.:  Rita B. 
Petrella to Brendan J. and 
Lauren M. Doherty, $655,000

6 Windemere Drive: Xuefeng 
Yu and Zi Liao to Nan J. Pern 
and Pauline Chhooi, $678,000

6 Windsor St.: AP Beck-Ando-
ver Realty to Surette Realty 
LLC, $941,500

  � REAL ESTATE SALES

Amid the intense stress 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Massachusetts residents 
need not worry about hav-
i n g  t h e i r 
electricity, 
gas or water 
shut off.

Gov. Char-
l i e  B a ke r 
has ordered 
t h e  s t a t e 
Department 
o f  P u b l i c 
Utilities to 
temporar-
ily prohibit investor-owned 

companies from terminating 
their services to customers 
for failure to pay their bills.

The prohibition will last 
until the state of emergency 
is lifted or the Depart-
ment of Public Utilities 
determines otherwise . 
The agency on March 13 
requested a moratorium on 
utility shutoffs to residential 
customers.

The new order will expand 
the moratorium to include 
any customers of investor-
owned utilities, including 
businesses, during the state 
of emergency.

“Protecting the health 
and safety of Massachusetts 

residents  remains the 
Baker-Polito administra-
tion’s highest priority and 
this order will ensure the 
continued availability of gas, 
electric and water service 
to all ratepayers during the 
state of emergency,” said 
Matthew Nelson, chairman 
of the Department of Pub-
lic Utilities. “(The) action 
will also protect residents 
and businesses from added 
economic pressure during 
these difficult and uncertain 
times.”

The order also prohibits 
investor-owned utility com-
panies from sending com-
munications that threaten 

to shut off gas, electric or 
water service to any of their 
customers for failure to pay 
a bill.

Any company that fails to 
comply with these orders 
may be assessed penal-
ties of up to $1 million per 
violation.

The Department of Public 
Utilities formally requested 
March 13 that residential 
competitive electricity sup-
pliers and licensed elec-
tricity brokers also cease 
door-to-door marketing 
to ensure that proper risk 
management protocols have 
been taken to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.

Governor orders ban on utility shutoffs
By Paul TennanT

Staff Writer

Gov. Charlie 
Baker 

Across the region, gun 
store owners say they are 
seeing an increase in sales, 
particularly from first-time 
buyers.

“They are concerned 
about the way things seem 
to be shaping up,” said Brian 
Barry, owner of Next Level 
Firearms in Salem, New 
Hampshire.

State and local police say 
they have also noticed an 
uptick in background checks 
and permits. At the federal 
level, background checks 
are taking longer, seemingly 
because more guns are also 
being sold elsewhere, accord-
ing to local gun shop owners.

Barry said people are 
scared about crime increas-
ing with the potential for 
inmates to be released from 
prison early and a bad econ-
omy looming.

“People are asking ‘How 
do I protect myself if the 
government can’t?’” Barry 
said. “Even in non-turbulent 
times, you are your first first 
responder.”

Last week Barry saw the 
typical 15- to 20-minute 
process to do a background 

check for a handgun pur-
chase take anywhere from 
five hours to the next day, he 
said.

The federal background 
check needed for a long gun 
purchase typically takes a 
minute or two. Just over a 
week ago, it was taking about 
six hours and at one point the 
system was “overwhelmed 
and not working,’’ he said.

The Salem Police Depart-
ment processes permits for 
local people, though gun 
owners are not required to 
have those permits.

“We have seen an uptick 
in pistol permits,” Dep-
uty Chief Joel Dolan said, 
explaining that the worker 
processing the permits have 
felt stress from the recent 
increase.

As the town shuts down 
many non-essential ser-
vices, the department will 
continue to process the per-
mits within the 14-day time 
period, as required by law, 
Dolan said.

New Hampshire State 
Police have also received a 
large increase in requests 
to process the background 
checks for handguns.

“We’ve had record num-
bers in the last two days, 

to the point where we are 
still tallying them up,” Lt. 
Michael McQuade said last 
week.

Mike Baracci, owner of 
Second Amendment Arms 
in  Windham,  said  his 
sales have also been brisk 
recently.

“There’s nothing left,” 
he said when asked about 
his supply early last week. 
“People are buying them for 
home protection because it’s 
uncertain times. The regu-
lars are already hunkered 
down and were prepared for 
a run (on ammo and guns).”

With the increase in 
sales, particularly to first-
time owners, Barry and 
Baracci are trying to help 
people understand they 
have to train to use a gun 

responsibly.
“I tell people, ‘It’s your 

right, but you have to be 
careful with it,’” Barry said. 
“Shooting blindly into a 
dark room isn’t something 
I’d suggest as self-defense.”

While first-time gun buy-
ers are buying firearms, 
classes aren’t happening 
at local businesses. Gun 
and Sport North in Salem 
posted a COVID-19 update 
to its Facebook page say-
ing, “Classes postponed 
temporarily.  Watch for 
updates. Thank you and 
stay safe.”

“Guns aren’t a practical 
answer to the world’s prob-
lems, but they are a practi-
cal answer when someone 
is threatening you or your 
loved ones,” Barry said.

Number of first-time gun buyers increases
‘People are asking ‘How do I protect myself if the government can’t?’

By Madeline HugHes

Staff Writer

FILE PHOTO
Guns sales are on the rise as the virus crisis continues.

ANDOVER — Layoffs are 
right around the corner 
for 20 employees working 
at Philips North America’s 
Andover site.

According to government 
labor officials, notices were 
sent to the employees on 
March 4 saying they’ll be 
out of a job in May.

The so-called  WARN 
n o t i c e s   a r e  a d va n c e 

warnings given to employ-
ees as layoffs or corporate 
closures approach. Com-
panies with more than 100 
employees are required by 
law to give affected employ-
ees 60 days notice prior to 
a layoff. 

Philips is an interna-
tional company that manu-
factures, markets and sells 
health care, lighting and 
consumer lifestyle prod-
ucts. Philips employs 19,000 
people worldwide.

According to Mario Fante, 
a senior press officer at 
Philips, the layoffs at the 
company’s Minuteman Road 
location in Andover were a 
long time coming. 

In a written statement, 
Fante said, “This action 
is based on a previously-
announced transition of 
part of our patient monitor-
ing and analytics operations 
in Andover, dating from 
September 2018.”

He said Philips at that 

time announced that about 
100 positions based in 
Andover would be trans-
ferred to Pennsylvania by 
July of this year. 

“The WARN Act notice of 
20 positions affected by May 
2020 is the first phase of 
this transition,” Fante said. 
“Philips is working closely 
with affected employees, to 
carefully manage the transi-
tion and ensure appropriate 
assistance and resources 
are available at this time.”

Andover company to lay off 20 workers
Philips North America sends notices to employees

By genevieve dinaTale

Staff Writer

BREA, CA —  Ed Weil died 
on March 18th at the age of 90 
after a brief hospital stay. Ed 
always approached life with a 
glass ‘half-full’ attitude, which 
carried him through the chal-
lenges of his last years.

He was born in November 
1929 into an uncertain and vol-
atile world, as today we again 
face a time of unraveling.

Ed was a beloved husband to 
Julie, father to Andy (Betsy), 
David (Susan), Bob (Libby) 
and Diane Roberts (Jeff), and 
grandfather to Haley Weil, 
Joe D’Attomo, Ellie D’Attomo, 
Rachel Weil, Sarah Weil, Ben 
Weil, Claire Weil, Laura Weil, 
Josh Roberts and Cody (Lau-
ren) Roberts.

Ed grew up with his par-
ents Katherine and Edward 
and older sister Babette in 
Highland Park, IL until he was 
7-years-old. His parents then 
purchased a 227-acre farm in 
Mundelein, IL. Ed attended 
Wharton at the University of 
Pennsylvania for two years, 
and then after hitchhik-
ing with a friend across the 
country, enrolled in Stanford 
University, graduating in the 
Class of ‘51.  After graduation, 
he was drafted in the Army 
and served on a base in South 
Korea during the Korean War.

Ed and Julie were married 
on March 2, 1958 and recently 
celebrated their 62nd wedding 
anniversary. They first settled 
in Highland Park, IL, and then 
moved to Andover, MA in 1967.

Ed loved to play sports – in-

cluding skiing, volleyball, ten-
nis, bike riding, fishing and 
golf -- and coached his chil-
dren’s Little League and bas-
ketball teams.  He was an avid 
reader and an encyclopedic 
source of information.  He val-
ued the teachings of Judaism 
and taught Sunday School for 
over 25 years. And, he loved 
the outdoors, global traveling 
with Julie and introduced his 
family to the joys of the moun-
tains in Sun Valley, ID.

There was a graveside ser-
vice on March 23rd at the Ket-
chum Cemetery in Idaho for 
close family members.

Donations in his honor can 
be directed to Mazon: A Jew-
ish Response to Hunger (ma-
zon.org), the National Kidney 
Foundation (nkfi.org), or a lo-
cal charity addressing com-
munity needs in this time of 
stress.

Edward Weil, 90
November 14, 1929 - March 18, 2020

ANDOVER —  “Dossie” 
passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her family on 
March 13th, 2020.  She was 78 
years old.

Born and raised in Chelsea, 
she was the beloved daughter 
of the late Joseph and Doris 
(née; Lewin) Flavin. She at-
tended the Chelsea Schools, 
and soon after married her 
high school sweetheart, Rus-
sell A. Rennie. Dossie and 
Russ raised their own family, 
making their home on Spen-
cer Ave. in Chelsea for over 
30 years. Dossie also worked 
as a telephone response op-
erator with 3M Alarm Com-
pany.  After retirement Russ 
and Dossie enjoyed many 
years in Sumner, Maine. She 
was a member of the Sumner 
Women’s Sewing and Quilt-
ing Club and enjoyed many 
hours helping neighbors and 
friends in the Sumner com-
munity. In her later years, she 
and Russ moved to Andover, 
MA with Nan, Marc, and Mike, 
where they enjoyed making 
new friends at the Center at 
Punchard Senior Center. In 
her lifetime “Dossie” enjoyed 
quilting, baking and a good 
game of Cribbage. She was 
widowed in 2017 after 58 years 
of marriage when Russ passed 
away peacefully at home with 
his family. She was the forever 
beloved mother of Timothy 
P. Rennie and his wife Carrie 
of Merrimac, Nanette (Ren-

nie) Fournier and her husband 
R. Marc of Andover, Lorell A. 
(Rennie) Lawrence of Ber-
wick, Maine, and Russell A. 
Rennie Jr. and his wife, Karen 
of North Conway, N.H. Dossie 
was the cherished grandmoth-
er of Sarah, Megan, and Jacob 
Lawrence, Michael Conte, and 
Abigail Fournier. She was the 
dear sister of Geraldine and 
her husband Alan Gopen in 
Texas, also sister to Barbara 
and Jack in California. She 
was also survived by many 
loving nieces and nephews.

ARRANGEMENTS: A memorial 
gathering and celebration of her 
life will be held at a later date.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations in Dossie 
Rennie’s memory may be made to 
Compassus Hospice, 790 Turnpike 
Street, Suite 202, North Andover, 
MA 01845.

Dorothy “Dossie” M. Rennie, 
78

August 10, 1941 - March 13, 2020

ANDOVER, MA-YORK, 
MAINE —  James F. Towle 
passed away on March 20, 
2020.

He was predeceased by his 
parents Alexander 
and Rosalie (Hilton) 
Towle and his sister, 
Robin Towle.  He is 
survived by his be-
loved wife of 38 years, 
Carol (Caruso) Towle 
as well as his three 
daughters, Michele 
Barrett married to 
John of Arnold, MD, Melissa 
Towle of Arnold, MD, and 
Lindsay Towle of Westfield, 
Mass. He also leaves his broth-
er, Richard Towle and his wife 
Jeannine of Hilo, Hawaii. He 
was the loving grandfather of 
Jack and Alex Barrett with 
whom he enjoyed fantasy 
football and discussing other 

sports.  He was an avid Boston 
sports fan.

He was affectionally known 
as Dr. Golf since he owned and 
operated a custom-made golf 

club shop. Besides 
his family, two of his 
passions were golf 
and Wreaths Across 
America. He orga-
nized a WAA cer-
emony at the First 
Parish Cemetery in 
York in 2016 and con-
tinued until Christ-

mas of 2019.
In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made to Wreaths 
Across America at www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/
MPILF52

Funeral services will be 
held at a later date. Visit www.
lucaseatonfuneralhome.com.

James F. Towle, 75
April 1, 1944 - March 20, 2020

The following information was 
taken from logs on file at the 
Andover Police Department:

MONDAY, MARCH 23

Tires, rims stolen from vehicle: 
Magnolia Avenue, 6:43 a.m.

Pickup truck stolen: Taken 
from Lawrence, rips up field 
in Andover, Bullfinch Drive, 
10:22 a.m.

Silver Honda stolen: Cheever 
Circle, 11:49 a.m.

Illegal burning: Murray Hill 
Lane, 11:59 a.m.

Vehicle crashes into pole: Low-
ell Street, 11:12 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

Compla int  f rom e lder ly 

resident: Plow left a 3-foot 
pile of snow in front of the 
driveway, Princeton Avenue, 
7:47 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25

Caller reports hitting a wild 
turkey: Abbott Street, 10:23 
a.m.

Out-of-control woman: Lowell 
Street, 5:07 p.m.

Disorderly person: Salem 
Street, 5:56 p.m.

Erratic driver reported: Call 
transferred to Massachu-
setts State Police, Interstate 
93, 6:18 p.m.

Threats reported: Powder 
Mill Square, 7:05 p.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26

Caller reports loose dog: Ani-
mal control officer trans-
ports dog to veterinary 
hospital and notifies owner, 
Ballardvale Road, 5:16 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27

Window broken by BB: Cardi-
nal Lane, 9:36 a.m.

Identity fraud: Jenkins Road, 
2:14 p.m.

Resident says white van drove 
on lawn: Police investigating, 
Blanchard Street, 11:29 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

Single-vehicle crash with injury: 
Osgood Street, 2:59 a.m.

Intoxicated woman: Police 
asked to check, Hidden Road, 
10:46 a.m.

Wallet turned in at police sta-
tion: Phillips Street, 11:57 a.m.

Hit-and-run crash: Lowell 
Street, 6:51 p.m.

Man with screw driver: Is seen 
walking around lot, police 
call for ambulance because 
he has been taking PCP and 
other drugs, Frontage Road, 
10:05 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 29

Chimney fire: Woburn Street, 
10:30 a.m.

Fraudulent check: Highland 
Road, 4:50 p.m.

  � POLICE LOG

New Hampshire health 
officials say a person who 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus recently trav-
eled on Concord Coach 
bus lines in Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire, 
potentially exposing other 
riders.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Health and Human Ser-
vices said the person rode 

buses on these dates:
— March 11 on a 3:15 

a.m. bus from Concord, 
New  H a mp s h i r e ,  w i t h 
stops at Boston Express 
Londonderry, South Sta-
tion in Boston, and Logan 
Airport.

— March 13 on a 5:40 p.m. 
bus from Logan Airport, 
with stops at South Sta-
tion in Boston and the New 
Hampshire communities of 
Concord, Tilton, Plymouth, 
Lincoln and Littleton.

— March  14  on  a  5 
a.m. bus from Concord, 
New  H a mp s h i r e ,  w i t h 
stops at Boston Express 
L o n d o n d e r r y,  B o s t o n 
Express Salem, South Sta-
tion in Boston and Logan 
Airport.

— March 16 on a 1:40 p.m. 
bus from Logan Airport, 
with stops at South Station 
in Boston and Concord, 
New Hampshire.

The department said in 
the release last week that 

people potentially exposed 
should stay at home and 
monitor their health for 
fever or respiratory illness. 
Any person who was on 
those buses and has devel-
oped symptoms should stay 
away from other people and 
immediately contact their 
health care provider.

Guidance for self-quaran-
tine is available at: https://
www.nh.gov/covid19/resi-
dents/documents/self-quar-
antine-covid.pdf.

Officials say person infected with 
coronavirus traveled by bus

By Madeline HugHes

Staff Writer

AT_AT_20200402_1_05

AT_AT_20200402_1_05

﻿

The Townsman   Thursday, april 2, 2020   5andovertownsman.com

﻿

AT_AT_20200402_1_05FINAL-1 Wed, Apr 1, 2020 12:27:46 AM



C O R O N AV I R U S  C R I S I S

YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

An Andover firefighter 
has tested positive for 
coronavirus, COVID-19, and 
is in self-quarantine at his 
home, according to a union 
official.

Eric Teichert, fire union 
president, said he was noti-
fied Monday night that a 

firefighter in his union had 
tested positive. Teichert did 
not identify the firefighter.

Other firefighters who 
worked with the victim last 
week were notified, Tei-
chert said.

COVID-19, which is at a 
pandemic level across the 
globe, can cause intense 
respiratory system prob-
lems and possibly even 
death.

Te i c h e r t  n o t e d  a l l 
Andover firefighters are 

“uneasy with the situation” 
surrounding COVID-19.

He said, however, fire-
fighters “are taking precau-
tions to protect ourselves 
and the public. ... We will 
not hesitate to do our job.”

“I do not want people to 
be fearful,’’ Teichert said. 
“We are going to do our job. 
We are going to do what we 
are trained to do.” 

When asked about the 
firefighter who tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, Fire 

Chief Michael Mansfield 
referred all questions to 
Town Manager Andrew 
Flanagan.

Flanagan, in an email to 
The Eagle-Tribune, said he 
could not “comment on the 
circumstances of any resi-
dent or town employee who 
may have tested positive.”

He did say the town has 
“protocols in place that 
provide us with the ability 
to maintain continuity of 
operations of every depart-
ment and division should 
someone be tested positive 
and are prepared to make 
the appropriate accommo-
dations for the employee or 
any employee he/she may 
have come in contact with.”

He continued, “Andover 
town employees have shown 
extraordinary commitment 
to ensure that there have 
been no interruptions in 
service and deserve credit 
for their continued work on 
the front lines of the town’s 
response to the crisis. We 
are prepared to manage 
any situation in which an 
employee is exposed and/
or tested positive and will 
evaluate the needs on a 
case by case basis.”

Andover firefighter tests positive for COVID-19
By Jill Harmacinski

Staff Writer
Those who worked alongside victim have been notified

Due to the COVID-19 out-
break, all Social Security 
offices across the nation have 
been closed since St. Patrick’s 
Day.

Many people rely on per-
sonal visits to their nearest 
Social Security office to apply 
for Medicare or retirement 
benefits or have questions 
answered – so they have been 
forced to use other means to 
get help. Going online is one 
method. One can apply for 
retirement, disability and 
Medicare benefits, check the 

status of an application or 
appeal, request a replacement 
Social Security card or print 
a benefit verification letter by 
visiting the website ssa.gov/
onlineservices.

The website also has a 
section for frequently asked 
questions.

People who do not have 
access to the internet can 
call their local Social Security 
office. Residents of Lawrence, 
Andover, North Andover and 
Methuen, as well as the New 
Hampshire communities of 
Salem and Windham, can call 
the Social Security office in 
Lawrence at 1-877-669-3127.

The TTY number for those 
who are deaf or hard of hear-
ing is 1-978-794-9696.

Residents of Haverhill, 
G r o v e l a n d ,  G e o r g e -
town, Atkinson, Danville, 
Hampstead, Kingston, New-
ton and Plaistow, can call the 
Haverhill office at 1-866-964-
4324. The TTY number is 
1-800-325-0778.

Derry and Londonderry 
residents can call the 
Manchester, New Hampshire, 
office at 1-866-814-5408. The 
TTY number is 1-800-325-0778.

People who live in Pelham 
can call the Social Security 
office in Lowell at 1-877-746-
9850. TTY is 1-978-458-5702.

The Portsmouth office 
at 1-888-397-9796 handles 
Social Security matters for 
residents of Sandown. TTY is 
1-603-436-3086.

The staffs of representa-
tives in Congress can also 
help people apply for Social 
Security benefits and resolve 
problems with the agency. 
Those who live in the 3rd 
Congressional District, which 
includes Lawrence, Andover, 
Methuen and Haverhill, can 
call the Lowell office of Con-
gresswoman Lori Trahan at 
978-459-0101.

Residents of the 6th District, 
which covers North Andover, 
Groveland and Georgetown, 
can call the Salem office of 
their congressman, Seth 
Moulton, at 1-978-531-1669.

Those who live in Danville, 
Derry, Hampstead, Kings-
ton, Londonderry, New-
ton, Plaistow and Sandown 
covered by the 1st District, 
can call the office of Con-
gressman Chris Pappas at 
1-603-935-6710.

Atkinson, Pelham and 
Salem, New Hampshire, are 
in the 2nd District, repre-
sented by Congresswoman 
Annie Kuster. The num-
ber for her Nashua office is 
1-603-595-2006.

Social Security offices 
closed due to virus crisis

By Paul TennanT

Staff Writer

Andover people can call Lawrence 
Social Security office for help

FILE PHOTO
Social Security offices are closed due to the coronavirus crisis.
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AVIS Trustees 
postpone annual 
dinner

ANDOVER — The AVIS 
Trustees have postponed 
their annual dinner, which 
was scheduled for April 14, 
due to the coronavirus.

The organization plans on 
rescheduling for the fall, but 
an official date has not been 
set yet.

Habitat for Humanity 
needs support

LAWRENCE — In the 
wake of  the pandemic, 
Merrimack Valley Habitat 
for Humanity is reaching 
out to the community for 
support.

Due to social distanc-
ing, Habitat for Humanity 
has lost revenue from pro-
grams such as Corporate 
Team Builds and other 
fundraisers, as well as the 
temporary closure of the 
Merrimack Valley ReStore. 
All this has happened while 
seven partner families await 
affordable shelter.

Please make a donation 
today to ensure the pro-
gram can continue to help 
local families who need a 
safe place to live.

You can donate online at 
merrimackvalleyhabitat.
org.

Massachusetts Bar 
Exam postponed

The Supreme Judicial 
Court and the Board of Bar 
Examiners announced that, 
due to the ongoing public 
health emergency arising 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Massachusetts 
bar examination will not 
be administered on July 28 
and July 29 as previously 
scheduled.

The bar exam has been 
postponed until fall, on dates 
to be determined.

The Board of Bar Examin-
ers, in consultation with the 
Supreme Judicial Court, will 
continue to closely moni-
tor public health and safety 
guidelines, including prohi-
bitions against large gather-
ings, related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the event that 
limitations on large gather-
ings continue to interfere 
with a fall administration of 
the Massachusetts bar exam-
ination, alternative means for 
testing of applicants for Mas-
sachusetts bar admission 
will be announced.

The Massachusetts Board 
of Bar Examiners is estab-
lished by Massachusetts 
General Law to evaluate 
the qualifications of persons 
seeking admission to the 
bar of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

Central Catholic 
connects with 
students remotely

LAW R E N C E  —  Ce n -
tral Catholic High School 
announced it has made some 
significant adjustments to pri-
oritize the health and safety 
of its school community and 
beyond.

As of March 27, Central 
Catholic had no confirmed or 
suspected cases of COVID-
19, and it appeared no one 
from the school community 
had been exposed, said Chief 
Advancement Officer David 
Erwin.

To stay connected while 
the campus is closed through 
April 7, faculty, staff and 
administration transitioned on 
March 18 to remote learning 
(online) via Zoom technology 
in order to ensure a continua-
tion of education. The school’s 
faculty trained and created 
lesson plans specifically for 
remote learning environments 
and will continue to improve 
the program.

The school administration is 
sending daily communication 
to students, parents, faculty 
and staff regarding COVID-
19. These updates share the 
latest information on CCHS 
resources, event postpone-
ments, “grab and go” food 
locations for students, and 
relevant health information. 

Central President Christopher 
Sullivan is also sending video 
messages to the students reg-
ularly at centralcatholic.net/
be-well.

Central created an online 
resource for the community 
to learn about the variety of 
ways the school is adjusting to 
COVID-19. Central Catholic’s 
department of building and 
grounds has been working to 
maintain a deep cleaning and 
disinfecting schedule through-
out campus.

RMV enforces no 
walk-in policy

LAWRENCE — Effective 
March 27, the Massachusetts 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 
is enforcing a strict no walk-
in policy at its eight service 
centers open to the general 
public, including the center in 
Lawrence.

The only transactions that 
will be processed at service 
centers are those that require 
an in-person transaction, 
including Commercial Driv-
ing Licenses or Permits (CDLs 
/ CLPs), some new registra-
tions, out-of-state conversions 
and new Mass IDs.

Customers who need to 
complete these transactions 
will be required to make an 
online appointment reserva-
tion, and customers arriving 
without an appointment will 
be asked to leave and make an 

appointment online to return 
at a future date.

Appointment reservations 
can be made online at Mass.
Gov/RMV in the myRMV 
Online Service Center under 
“Make or Cancel a Reserva-
tion.” Customers who make 
an appointment will be sent a 
confirmation email that they 
should be prepared to show 
on arrival at their designated 
time at a specific service 
center.

The RMV offers many 
services online, including 
renewing motor vehicle regis-
trations, and customers need-
ing these services will only be 
serviced online at this time. If 
the service can be completed 
online, the RMV will not 
process the transaction in a 
service center. Renewals for 
standard driver’s license and 
ID credentials can be per-
formed online at Mass.Gov/
RMV along with more than 
40 other transactions that can 
be conducted online, over the 
phone, or by mail.

Bedford veterans 
medical center closes 
outpatient clinics

BEDFORD — Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center has 
announced that effective 
March 30, all of its Community 
Based Outpatient Clinics, or 
CBOCs, will close temporarily 
due to COVID-19.

Haverhill and Lynn will 
conduct face-to-face visits as 
an exception only, if deemed 
a necessity by your provider. 
Walk-in appointments will 
not be accepted. All CBOC 
providers and staff have been 
converted to virtual care and 
veterans are recommended to 
use telehealth, either phone 
or video for their scheduled 
appointments. Veterans 
receiving healthcare from 
Bedford VAMC are asked to 
use one of their online tools 
for routine or non-urgent con-
cerns. Using Secure Messag-
ing, send a secure message to 
your provider about any health 
concern or question. Download 
VA Video Connect. Your pro-
vider may ask you to consider 
telehealth for an upcoming 
appointment. By download-
ing and learning about the VA 
Video Connect app now, you 
can prepare yourself.

VA continues to strongly 
encourage veterans, staff 
members and their families 
to take everyday precautions 
to protect against respiratory 
illnesses caused by COVID-19, 
the flu and the common cold.

For more information, ques-
tions or concerns, contact the 
Bedford VAMC Telephone 
Care Line, available 24 hours a 
day, at 1-800-838-6331. The Vet-
erans Crisis Line is also 24/7 
for urgent issues at 1-800-273-
8255, then press 1. Visit online 
at bedford.va.gov.

  � CORONAVIRUS COMMUNITY COLUMN
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Home Visits Available For 

Established Patients

Doctor’s Park II
138 Haverhill Street  

Andover, MA 01810

978-470-1902

Top Rheumatologist 2020

From TopDoctor.com

Phyllis N. Spieler MD 

Rheumatology & Internal Medicine 
New Patients Welcome

“You Always See The Doctor”

  
PREMIER DENTAL CONCEPTS OF ANDOVER 

Quality Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

349-351 North Main Street, Andover, MA 01810, Unit #1

CALL TODAY 1-978-475-1030
www.myandoverdentist.com      *Call For Details 

Peter Wojtkun, D.M.D.                    Kathy M. Sendek, D.M.D. 

New Patient 
Special* 

$49

NEED DENTAL INSURANCE? WE HAVE YOU COVERED! 

Call for details

Senior Citizen Discounts and Free 2nd Opinions

We Accept Medicare Advantage

HEALTHY TEETH, GUMS and BEAUTIFUL SMILES for a Lifetime 
Friendly and Caring Staff        Over 43 Years of Service to The Andovers

Julie Ireland Childs
College Counselor

USA College Bound is a College Counseling 
Service established by Julie Ireland Childs in 2005

Julie conducts the admissions process in a 
conscientious and ethical manner and provides:

• Respect for each student’s individual needs and aspirations
• Conversations with student and parents to discuss student’s interests 

and abilities
• Discussions regarding curriculum choices and summer opportunities
• Research to recommend an appropriate range of schools
• Maintaining a timeline for the student
• Interview preparation
• Recommendations regarding standardized tests 
• Evaluation of essays
• Guidance in completing application forms
• Complete review of the application prior to submission
• Post acceptance – college selection conversations and 

recommendations

JChilds@usacollegebound.com

508.633.3223

Licensed/Certified

Audiologist

Over 20 Years

Experience

• 100% Fully 

Automatic Digital 

Hearing Aids

• Cosmetically Appealing 

and Discreet Models

• Hearing Solutions To Meet 

Every Budget

• FREE 30-Day NO RISK Trials

WWW.ANDOVERHEARING.COM 
(978) 470-4500 

Wendy J. Ring, 
MS CCC-A

11 Chestnut Street,
Suite #6 Andover, MA

Small jobs to 
big jobs.

Insured.

Free Estimates.

References.

Call MIKE
603-890-1122

MD’S 
HOME 

REPAIR

• Remodeling
• Repairs
• Painting
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While all organized sporting 
events are postponed or cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
new sport has emerged: Combat-
ing cabin fever, an endeavor that 
comes in many forms.

“I’m doing okay, trying to get 
him outside as much as possible,” 
said Chris Dangremond, who was 
out for a run,  pushing his son 
Owen in a jogging stroller one day 
last week.

For the more casual athlete, 
a leisurely amble was in order.

“I just wear this so I can prevent 
getting sick,” Katie Higgins said 
of the surgical mask that accom-
panies her on every trip outdoors. 
“It’s a lovely day for a walk, and 
I’m feeling pretty good.”

For those who chose to slow 
their roll completely,  taking a 
seat on a front porch or a park 
bench was the perfect activity. 

“People are being very respect-
ful, even though there’s a lot of 
stress,” said Marta Walsh, chat-
ting with her lifelong friend Sue 
Redgate on a bench on Main 
Street.

“There are a lot of people who 
are very lonely, so it’s good to get 
out,” Redgate said

“We’re keeping ourselves busy 
with activities that we otherwise 
don’t have time for,” said Ali 
Jackson, who was stripping the 
surface  off an antique cabinet 
in front of the Wolcott Avenue 
home she shares with her hus-
band, Reid. “We’re trying to see 
the silver lining in the situation 
and trying to stay as positive as 
possible.”

Residents cope with cabin fever
By Sean Murphy

Staff Writer

SEAN MURPHY/Staff photos
It’s a meeting of the canines as three members of the Witte family, left, with their pooch, Gracie, say hello to Rob Schreiber and his hound, Huckleberry, right, on Whittier Street.

The weather was perfect for the DiStefano family to toss a ball at The Park in Andover. They 
are, from left, mom McKenzie, 2-year-old Myles and dad Dan.

Outdoor home improvement is on display as Ali Jackson of Wolcott Avenue strips the surface off an old cabinet.

Enjoying a sun-splashed day on their front porch are Patty 
and John Burke of Chestnut Street.

Following social distancing guidelines and catching up on 
current events are humans, from left; Martha Walsh, and 
Sue Redgate. Enjoying some sunshine are canines, from left; 
Sally and Beau.

Catching some rays and breaking a sweat is dad, Chris Dangremond, 
while son, Owen, takes a ride in the shade.
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T O W N S B E A T

If you happened to catch 
Andover High School’s tri-
umphant return to High 
School Quiz Show last Sat-
urday night on WGBH pub-
lic television, you may have 
been confused.

The show featuring a group 
of student-contestants and 
a packed studio audience 
clearly ignored the rules of 
social distancing called for by 
the coronavirus crisis.

Fear not. The 17-team 
tournament — a single-elim-
ination, academic team com-
petition for Massachusetts 
high school students — was 
prerecorded over two week-
ends in late January and 
early February, before the 
coronavirus took hold.

With its qualifying-round 
victory over Wellesley High 
School, Andover moves on to 
the quarterfinals to take on 
the winner of Belmont High 
School vs. Salem Academy 
Charter School, in a match 
that will air in early May on 
WGBH2.

“It felt great because it 
was a great team win,” said 
Kush Shah, an Andover High 
senior and first-year team 
member. “All four of us made 
contributions to the victory, 
and we were in control most 
of the game.”

This is Andover’s fourth 
trip to the show, which is in 
its 11th season. The team 
looks to improve upon its 
semi-final finish in 2019.

“To be back in the tourna-
ment for the fourth time is 
a great achievement by our 
students and for our quiz 
team club,” Alan Hibino 
wrote in an email. Hibino 
coaches the team with his 
wife, Krista.

The club, which had only 
four students five years ago, 
has grown to more than 15 
students.

“The students work very 
hard during our after-school 
team practices,” Hibino 
wrote in his email. “They put 
in countless hours of study-
ing and preparation outside 
of school to ensure they are 
ready for the event.”

Each of the 16 teams still 
in the competition is com-
prised of four students and 
two alternates. The teams 
compete in a four-round tour-
nament to crown the Massa-
chusetts state champion. The 
winner heads to a two-round 
invitational tournament that 
includes the Connecticut, 

New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island state champions. 
Andover won that tourna-
ment in 2018.

“Winning against Welles-
ley (is this year’s qualify-
ing round which aired last 

weekend) was a great feel-
ing,” said Ashwin Ganesh, 
a senior making his first 
appearance on the High 
School Quiz Show. “It was 
nice to be able to follow in the 
footsteps of the people who 

came before us.”
To watch a rebroadcast of 

the Andover High win and 
find about more about the 

competition, go to www.high-
schoolquizshow.org.

Andover High makes TV quiz show quarterfinals
Fear not — these students in groups were filmed before coronavirus crisis

By Sean Murphy

Staff Writer

While forcing people to 
keep their distance from 
each other, the coronavirus 
crisis has, in some ways, 
brought people closer 
together.

When the pandemic first 
hit, celebrities like singer/
songwriter Lizzo held a 
public meditation online 
and John Legend performed 
a concert for fans through 
his laptop.

But it’s not just celebrities. 
The same thing’s happening 
right here in Andover. Liz 
Bills, a Haverhill-based musi-
cian who was on “American 
Idol,’’ will be performing in 
a coronavirus support group 
on Facebook for those living 
in Andover on Friday, April 
3.

The group — called 
“Andover/North Andover 
COVID-19 Community Pre-
paredness & Support” — was 
started by Alex Bromberg, 
an Andover resident who 
ran for Select Board last 
year. Since the group began, 
4,100 people have joined, 
far exceeding Bromberg’s 
expectations.

“It’s interesting what had 
actually happened with the 
group,” said Bromberg. “I 
was expecting a few people 
locally to join the group. ... 
At first about 100 people an 
hour were joining.”

Bromberg said he created 
the group so people could 
share resources that were 
no longer available.

“When things started 
getting crazy and it was 
upgraded to a pandemic, I 
noticed a lot of resources 
were being used up quickly, 
going off the store shelves 

and not available to people 
who need them,” he said. “I 
decided to start a group to 
both keep people informed 
and to help people trade and 
donate resources together 
within the community.”

From story time for kids, to 
instructions on how to best 
pleat face masks and where 
to drop them off as dona-
tions, residents have used the 
group to their advantage. One 

member of the group, Liane 
Allen, even asked for spare 
“arduinos” for her son, who is 
working with a team at MIT 
to build respirators. Officials 
say arduinos are open hard-
ware development boards 
that can be used to make and 
design devices. Other mem-
bers posted things simple as 
pictures of free face masks 
and disinfectant spray.

“I couldn’t be happier with 

the direction the group has 
taken and people have really 
stepped up and taken it as a 
call to action, both providing 
for people who are in need 
and also creating ways to 
both keep everybody sane as 
well as provide for local hos-
pitals,” said Bromberg.

Local online virus support group 
draws thousands of followers

By Genevieve Dinatale

Staff Writer

Courtesy photos
At the set of the show are Andover High School Quiz Team members, from left, Ashwin Ganesh, Naren Savkur, Kush Shah and Abhinav Bapanapalli.

Excitement abounds as the studio audience joins Andover High School math teacher and quiz 
team coach Alan Hibino, left, and High School Quiz Show host Billy Costa in wild applause.

Joining the audience at the show are Andover High Quiz Team 
members, from front row, left, alternates Vishnu Suresh and 
Jennie Wang, and team coach Alan Hibino.

Courtesy photos
Haverhill-based musician Liz Bills, who appeared on “American Idol,’’ is set to perform in a 
popular coronavirus Facebook group started in Andover.

Group member Darcie Nuttall posted this a photo of free 
disinfectant spray and toilet paper. Group member Annie Barber, 

who posted this photo of a 
fresh batch of masks, asks if 
Lowell General Hospital could 
use them.
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Solution in Classified Section

  1. Canadian law enforcers
  5. Actor Idris
 9. Cut or bruise
11. Vegetables
13. Aircraft delivery
15. To make obsolete
16. Things similar to those 
 already noted
17. Columbus is a famous one
19. Age group
21. Denotes nature of sound
22. Klutz
23. Uninteresting
25. Computer manufacturer
26. 2,000 lbs.
27. Genus of seabirds
29. Emerges
31. Baseball stat
33. Witnesses

34. Observed
36. Satisfy
38. Former OSS
39. Small Eurasian deer
41. Wife of Sparta’s king
43. Ballplayer accessory
44. Temporary cessation of breathing
46. Where construction workers
 ply their trade
48. Arguments that justify a 
 religious doctrine
52. Thick cloud of tiny water droplets
53. Widens
54. Detection
56. Period of inactivity
57. Tomato and vodka are two
58. Greek war god
59. Urinates

  1. Churned
  2. Seal bottles
  3. Million barrels per day (abbr.)
  4. Meat from a pig (French)
  5. Within
  6. Walk in a slow pace
  7. Cries
 8. About Andes
 9. Fishermen use it
10. Expresses delight
11. Shouts
12. Feudal agricultural laborer
14. Sailboat
15. Small Eurasian willows
18. S. American native people
20. Extreme disgust
24. Nonsense (slang)
26. Produce male reproductive cells

28. Computes
30. Pop singer
32. Weds secretly
34. Having two poles
35. Yankee hero Bucky
37. Building
38. Per __, each
40. Six (Spanish)
42. Makes amends
43. Scoundrels
45. Baseball’s best pitchers
47. Some are scrambled
49. Emit coherent radiation
50. Singer Redding
51. Break
55. Institute legal proceedings against

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN
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Opinion

Letters to the editor

WEB QUESTION

CHEERS to the homemade mask makers among us.
Drawing from sewing circles to social networks to 

industrious teenagers, they’ve ramped up living room 
production to see to it that doctors, nurses and other 
medical workers — as well as people with essential 
jobs — are protected from the coronavirus.

The Kessels of Andover are among the spread-out 
corps of volunteer designers and stitchers who’ve 
stepped into service amid a national shortage of per-
sonal protective equipment. Tammey and daughter 
Maddie, 17, a senior at Andover High School, saw 
Rachel Maddow break down the steps involved in cre-
ating a homemade mask on her television show. That 
planted the seed of inspiration.

They’ve since been sewing cloth masks for health 
care workers and caregivers, people who work in phar-
macies and volunteers at food pantries — pretty much 
anyone who has seen Tammey Kessel’s posts about the 
washable, reusable masks they leave on their porch for 
those who need them to come and take. Tammey’s son, 
Scott, 14, an eighth-grader, is also part of the family 
operation.

“I have taught my children that crafting, or any 
creating, is a way to show your love,” Tammey Kessel 
told reporter Jill Harmacinski last week. “We want the 
people wearing our masks to feel that love and support 
where they are in a hospital, food service, helping a 
loved one, or whatever.

“We want to do what we can to make our community 
stronger and feel a little better about things,” she said.

It’s a sentiment — and activity — shared widely.
Members of the Merrimack Valley Hope Mission, 

based in Groveland, are in on the action. Its Sewing 
Angel Project was looking for other members this past 
week to join efforts to make masks.

Over the border in Plaistow, New Hampshire, Patricia 
Hibbard and Audrey Peck created a Facebook group, 
Plaistow & Friends Making Masks 4 Heroes, that 
quickly expanded to 100 members. All are somehow 
invested in producing as many masks as possible — 
from the actual assembling and sewing, to gathering 
supplies, to delivering finished products, to just cheer-
ing on and celebrating the community effort.

“We just have an overwhelming response,” Hibbard 
told reporter Erin Nolan. “… We are probably saving 
lives by doing this. That’s the only reward we need.”

These times of coronavirus have isolated most of us 
in our homes, and left us feeling unempowered to do 
much to change the course of this emergency, apart 
from the obvious six feet of separation we all must keep 
with any other human being.

Not so the mask makers. Certainly, their volunteer 
enterprises are a way to keep busy and a welcome 
distraction in these anxiety-ridden times. More sig-
nificantly, their masks are symbols of kindness and 
support for those people with jobs that put them into 
contact with the infectious virus and the disease it 
causes.

For their industriousness and community spirit, all 
of us should be grateful.

Finally, a JEERS to anyone among us who, for what-
ever reason, doesn’t feel the need to keep their distance.

By this point, social pressure makes them relatively 
rare. Most of us got the memo. And anyone still feeling 
magnetic or clingy or generally oblivious to the pan-
demic around us is surely confronted before long by 
dark stares, or perhaps direct confrontation.

But they’re not all that rare. You don’t need to spend 
too much time in what used to be a public gathering 
spot — the grocery store, say, or a downtown sidewalk 
— before you’ll bump into one.

Or perhaps, you’ll notice a group of people — younger 
ones, usually — drawn together a little too closely.

Truth be told, they’re probably not reading this 
newspaper, as it would signal some interest in what’s 
happening around them. But, on the off chance that 
they are: Back away. Keep your distance. It’s a tall 
order for some, to be sure. But it’s not just about your 
health, it’s the health of people around you. We can 
shake hands, talk face to face, and maybe even hug it 
out a few weeks from now (hopefully), once the poten-
tial for infection is far less.

Cheers & Jeers for 
recent newsmakers
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If six feet of separation are the best weapon to stop the 
coronavirus from spreading, not everyone seems to be 
fighting this deadly disease together. From random strang-
ers who invade the personal space of others in the grocery 
store to clutches of teenagers magnetically attracted to one 
another, you needn’t look far for people who aren’t practic-
ing safe “social distancing.” What’s the best approach to 
keep these people apart?

TICKETS AND FINES: It’s time for police to enforce the gov-
ernor’s emergency order, just as they write tickets to jay-
walkers and, as of this week, drivers using their cell phones 
and mobile devices. Nothing else will get these folks to pay 
attention.

BACK OFF: Tickets and fines are a bit much. Most close talk-
ers and teenagers aren’t malicious, they’re just social and 
uninformed. People need reminders — over and over and 
over and over.

SOCIAL SHAMING: Don’t fine or remind them, scorn them. 
Don’t be shy. This is a public health emergency, after all, 
and their behavior is ultimately dangerous — to others if 
not themselves.

Last week’s question
The same medical experts who tell us to stay in our homes 

to prevent the spread of the coronavirus also suggest people 
stay healthy through exercise. Options are limited now that 
your favorite gym is closed. So, how (and where) are you 
recreating in these times of coronavirus?

WALKING MY NEIGHBORHOOD: You can’t get within six feet of 
your neighbors, of course, but it’s still a good way to stretch 
your legs and say hello. (20 votes)

AVIS TRAILS: What better time to explore the Andover Vil-
lage Improvement Society’s network of trails? (4 votes)

STROLL DOWNTOWN: The Park is relatively quiet these days, 

and the streets are nearly deserted. You can walk around 
downtown Andover with far more than six feet of space 
between you and the next person. (5 votes)

CYCLING AND RUNNING: With schools and businesses closed, 
cyclists and runners may feel like they have the streets and 
sidewalks to themselves. (5 votes)

STREAMING: You may not be able to go to your exercise class 
at the Andover/North Andover YMCA, but there are plenty 
of options to exercise while you stream a class or watch on 
demand. (1 vote)

HOME WORKOUT: If you had to rationalize buying that nau-
tilus machine and all of those free weights to your spouse, 
well, you’re probably feeling pretty smug right about now 
— and fit. (1 vote)

WHAT EXERCISE? I’m not leaving the house for anything. I 
walk from one end of the house to the other. (3 votes)

EDITOR’S NOTE: Like 
thousands of other students 
in Andover, the Merrimack 
Valley and beyond, Andover 
High student Hannah 
Goff is stuck in limbo. The 
coronavirus crisis is hold-
ing them hostage, keeping 
them from classrooms and 
sporting events and even 
from hanging out together 
in their neighborhoods. 
Hannah submitted this 
reflection to the Townsman, 
offering a glimpse into the 
mind of a local teenager liv-
ing through the crisis.

My name is Hannah 
Goff. I am 16 years old and 
a junior at Andover High 
School. This is my first, and 
hopefully, last, pandemic to 
live through, so I decided 
to document my every day 
encounters.

Here is one of my journal 
entries, titled “A Broken-
hearted Supermarket.’’

� � �

As we pull up to our local 
Stop & Shop, I see a vacant 
parking lot, with 3 to 4 
cars, at most. Cautious of 
our surroundings, we pro-
ceed to the entrance. The 
automatic doors open wide, 
and a mysterious, eerie 
breeze hits my face ever so 
lightly. I stop and stare at 
the barren shelves and the 
evident paranoia on every 

customer’s face.
I mumble to my mom, 

“This looks like a scene 
from a movie!” She sarcasti-
cally replies, “So it may be.”

A once familiar, family-
friendly place had trans-
formed in front of my 
disoriented eyes. At a 
quicker than usual pace, we 
make our way over to the 
dairy section, stocking up 
on milk, cheese, and butter 
before it runs out again. My 
younger brother reluctantly 
stretches his skinny arm to 
the back of the fridge, grab-
bing the last few cartoons of 
2% milk.

As we complete our “in 
preparation of a town lock-
down’’ shopping spree and 
near the self-checkout line, 
I notice that all toilet paper, 
hand sanitizer, and soap 
have gone extinct.

It is my first, and hope-
fully, last, pandemic to live 
through, so the arrogant 
behavior of others seems 
reasonable. I could not help 
but laugh at how quickly 
toilet paper became sym-
bolic of the coronavirus 
crisis.

I begin to help my mom 
bag our groceries when, 
within the range of my 

peripheral vision, I see an 
elder in the check-out line 
next to ours. 

The worried man was 
wearing a tight medical-
blue face mask over his 
nose and mouth. Even 
though it may have been 
a cautious procedure, I 
got sudden butterflies, a 
haunted fluttery sort of feel-
ing that swept through my 
stomach.

We exit the supermarket, 
walking six feet behind the 
person in front of us, look-
ing down at the shiny tiles, 
wishing that life would 
return to sanity.

A Brokenhearted Supermarket
By Hannah Goff

FILE PHOTO
The Andover Stop & Shop.

Library trustees 
support selling  
Old Town Yard

Editor, Townsman:
Town meeting will be 

asked to approve the sale of 
the property known as “Old 
Town Yard” located within 
the Historic Mill District. 
Memorial Hall Library, an 
anchor building for Ando-
ver’s downtown, is also 
within the Historic Mill Dis-
trict’s boundaries.

The sale of the Old Town 
Yard represents a genera-
tional opportunity in the life 
of Andover. With thought-
ful planning by the Historic 
Mill District Task Force, 
this mixed-use district will 
be further enhanced by 
pedestrian walkways to pro-
vide access to the library, 
the downtown, the MBTA 
and the Shawsheen River. In 
addition, a key objective is 
improved automobile traffic 
throughout the area.

Remediation of the infa-
mous seven-way intersec-
tion will make it much safer 
for the hundreds of school 
children who walk to the 
library after school every 
day. New gathering places 
and open spaces in the area 
will encourage more people 
to visit and take advantage 
of the many things Andover 
has to offer,  including 
the programs, events and 
skilled assistance at Memo-
rial Hall Library.

For these reasons, the 
Board of Library Trustees 
unanimously voted to sup-
port the sale of Old Town 
Yard articles at the upcom-
ing Town Meeting. Impor-
tantly, the Trustees will 
ensure that the needs of 
library patrons are met by 
staying engaged in the dis-
trict development process.

MEMORIAL HALL LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES — CHAIR 
KAREN HERMAN, JOHN HESS, 
CAROLYN FANTINI, LAURENCE 

LAMAGNA, MARILYN SANTAGATI, 
ANTHONY STRACESKI AND MARK 

YANOWITZ

Schools must 
address Adverse 

Childhood 
Experiences

Editor, Townsman:
In dealing with emotional 

problems in schools, we 
often address the symptoms 
and not the root cause. Most 
emotional damage occurs as 
a result of Adverse Child-
hood Experiences (ACEs) 
which in early years hin-
ders learning and emotional 
growth. Later in life, ACEs 
are linked to chronic health 
problems, mental illness, 
poor social skills, addiction, 
poor school performance 
and lack of success in the 
work place.

ACEs are associated 
the early environment of 
young children, such as 
living in a dysfunctional 

home, growing up in a 
racially segregated neigh-
borhood, frequently mov-
ing, and experiencing food 
insecurity. These cause 
toxic stress which can 
change brain development 
and affect such things as 
attention, decision-making, 
learning, falling to addic-
tion and responding to 
stress.

In order to deal with ACEs 
and prevent addiction and 
other negative behavior, we 
need to create new envi-
ronments in our schools 
that can provide emotional 
support, friendship and 
positive experiences that 
will lead to self-awareness 
and self-confidence. We 
need to create spaces that 
will help our troubled stu-
dents. The challenge to cre-
ate these “new spaces” in 
our schools is overcoming 
major obstacles for creat-
ing a new environment: 
the demands for academic 
success, pressure to do well 
on state and national tests, 
large class sizes to meet 
budget limitations, absence 
of an instructional method-
ology that helps students 
deal with ACEs, and lack of 
a vision by school leaders 
to make this an educational 
priority.

These obstacles should 
not stop us from finding a 
means to address ACEs in 
our schools. Considering 
that the number-one factor 
in learning is the emotional 

state of students, we can 
develop programs that will 
improve learning by chang-
ing the environment for 
learning. One option is to 
establish an after-school 
program that can provide 
a “new space” that employs 
project based learning for 
troubled students.

RICHARD TROTTA
Andover

Town Meeting  
article on solar rules  

a good start
Editor, Townsman:

The 2020 annual Town 
Meeting warrant contains 
a proposal for an amend-
ment to the town’s solar 
bylaw. I write in favor of the 
amendment.

Solar energy has been a 
topic of much debate in the 
past, but has become a more 
acceptable to the populace. 
The concern many people 
have is the visual impact of 
solar panels. We see them 
on roofs and in very large 
open spaces, free standing 
on the ground.

T h i s  a r t i c l e ,  P 3 8 , 
addresses where and under 
what conditions solar pan-
els may be erected. I favor 
the article, but am not sure 
it goes far enough to pro-
tect residential areas. Let 
us pass this measure now 
to afford some protection 
in the future.

JAMES SELLERS
Andover
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L O C A L

The following items were 
taken from past editions of 
the Townsman:

100 years ago — April 9, 1920
Andover teachers received 

another pay raise at the 
School Committee meeting 
held Tuesday evening in the 
board room in the Punchard 
Building. A flat increase of 
$100 per year was voted, dat-
ing back to last Monday, with 
a further increase of $150 per 
year effective at the begin-
ning of the school year next 
September.

Andover school children 
had a great treat Tuesday 
morning, when Cho-Cho 
the health clown — with his 
strange costume, carmine 
streaked face and carroty 
hair — appeared in the hall 
of the Punchard School to 
entertain them, and through 
the entertainment teach 
them the fundamental laws 
of good health.

An alarm from Box 11 a 
little after 11 o’clock this 
morning called firefighters 
to a blaze in the old house on 
F.H. Foster’s farm on Central 
Street. The fire originated 
near a chimney and the dam-
age done will probably not 
exceed $100.

75 years ago — April 5, 1945
Andover suffered the loss 

of another of her young men 
Saturday night, when Ensign 
Andrew P. Hamilton Jr., 
USNR, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Hamilton, 8 Harding 
St., died of injuries received 
when the fighter bomber he 
was piloting on a routine 
flight crashed at the Wild-
wood Training Base in Wild-
wood, New Jersey. Andy was 
one of the best known of the 
local young set. He observed 
his 23rd birthday last Thurs-
day and had recently married 
Isabella MacFarlane of North 
Adams.

On Sunday, April  15, 
Andover will observe Cloth-
ing Collection Day in an 
effort to secure the 12,500 
pounds of used and usable 
clothing that has been set 
as Andover’s quota in the 
National Clothing Drive. The 
clothing is to be sent to the 

needy people of Europe. Pho-
tos and stories coming out 
of countries occupied there 
during World War II provide 
ample testimony of the very 
great need for clothing.

50 years ago — April 9, 1970
The price of lunch is going 

up at Andover public schools. 
The cafeteria director said 
the quantity and quality of 
servings will go up, as food 
and labor costs also rise. The 
new cost? Thirty cents for 
an elementary school lunch, 
and 35 cents for the second-
ary grades (7 to 12) begin-
ning April 27, the day schools 
reopen after spring vacation.

A photo shows auctioneer 
Ralph Sharpe calling for bids 
on one of the many bicycles 
auctioned off last Saturday 
at the police station. Annu-
ally the many bikes and 
other items brought into the 
station are awarded to the 
highest bidder, with many 
a youngster walking away 
happy.

This year, the students of 
Andover East Junior High 
School will present a com-
edy on April 10 and 11 at 
Memorial Auditorium. The 
plot involves the adventures 
of the inhabitants of a village 
“crash pad” and a popular 
rock group called the Bugs. 
With the aid of an Indian 
guru and a little incense, 
all gain new insights into 
themselves by discovering 
what they were in their last 
incarnations.

25 years ago — April 13, 1995
Parents and teachers 

remain baffled by Sam Camp-
bell’s resignation, but dozens 
are doing what they can to 
show the West Middle School 
principal that if it were up to 
them, he’d be back next year. 
Individual parents have ques-
tioned school officials about 
Dr. Campbell’s resignation 
at recent meetings, and this 
week more than 40 parents 
signed a letter to the School 
Department.

Residents at Town Meet-
ing Monday and Tuesday 
expanded Andover’s budget 
to nearly $66 million, but 
didn’t give land to a group 
willing to pay for a youth 
complex at Recreation Park. 
Voters also turned down giv-
ing land to a group willing 
to pay to expand the Senior 
Center.

All Those Years Ago
Susan McKelliget
Andover Center for 
History and Culture 

The search is on for a new prin-
cipal of Andover High School.

Last week, Philip Conrad, 
the school’s current principal, 
accepted a position as superin-
tendent of schools in Bedford.

Conrad announced his 
departure in an email sent to 
staff and families Thursday 
morning of last week.

“I look back on my five years 
at AHS with great pride,” Con-
rad wrote. “I am grateful to 
have worked with so many 

dedicated faculty and staff, and 
our committed and conscien-
tious parents and community 
members. Our students and 
families are amazing and I am 
honored to have been a part of 
the Andover community.”

Conrad will begin his new 
job July 1. Andover Superin-
tendent Sheldon Berman said 
Andover High must hire some-
one by then, even if it is on an 
interim basis.

Berman said he’s sad to see 
Conrad go, but that the move 
is in the best interests of his 
career. Berman said Conrad 

has done excellent work as 
Andover High principal.

“Philip Conrad is an exem-
plary administrator,” Berman 
said. “He has been outstanding 
at the work he has been able to 
accomplish at the high school. 
... He’s done a good job of man-
aging difficult issues and he’s 
done it with a lot of integrity. I 
think Bedford chose well. He is 
ready for a superintendency.”

Berman said Andover High 
plans to start a national search 
for a new principal next week.

Once resumes start com-
ing in, a screening committee 

composed of high school par-
ents, teachers, students and 
administrators will recom-
mend four or five candidates 
to a committee of administra-
tors, which will narrow down 
the pool of candidates, Berman 
said. He said he and the school 
human resource director will 
then conduct final interviews.

“It is a little bit late in the 
year,” Berman said of begin-
ning a search for a new princi-
pal. “My hope is that Andover 
is an attractive place to be a 
principal, and the district is an 
attractive place to be a part of.”

Andover on hunt for new high school principal
Conrad leaving to become Bedford superintendent

By Genevieve Dinatale

Staff Writer

EDITOR’S NOTE: As the 
coronavirus crisis continues, 
Andover Historical Society 
members who regularly pro-
vide columns to the Towns-
man turn their focus to the 
1918 worldwide flu pandemic 
and its effects close to home.

In 1918, the world expe-
rienced the first influenza 
pandemic that may have 
caused more casualties than 
the Black Death. Andover was 
not immune.

It was estimated that 
during that year, 500 mil-
lion people worldwide were 
infected – about one-third 
of the planet’s population at 
the time. Though difficult to 
calculate exactly, 50 million to 
100 million of those died from 
the flu itself or from result-
ing complications such as 
pneumonia.

Deaths from influenza in 
previous years had histori-
cally targeted young, old or 
otherwise immune-weakened 
patients. This time, though, 

healthy young adults were 
the victims, and the virus 
found a fertile playground 
within the active duty troops 
gathered for the battles of 
World War I. Victims often 
died within hours or days of 
their symptoms appearing.

In the face of this threat and 
to maintain wartime morale, 
reports in the United States 
and parts of Europe were 
deliberately downplayed. 
However, the newspapers 
were free to report the effect 
in neutral Spain, creating the 
false impression that Spain 
had been hardest hit, and giv-
ing the epidemic its nickname 
– Spanish Flu.

In the United States, the 
disease was first reported in 
Kansas in January of 1918. A 
more virulent strain hit Bos-
ton in August. By September, 
Andover was bracing for the 
worst.

As compared to sur-
rounding communities such 
as Salem, Gloucester and 
Boston, Andover had been 
fairly free of cases of this 
widespread “grippe.” But the 
danger was real, and to con-
trol this looming threat, the 
Andover Board of Health on 
Sept. 26 moved to close public 
schools, the Colonial Theatre 
and Memorial Hall Library 
for an indefinite period. 
Andover was the first town 
in the immediate area to take 

this drastic 
step. Phillips 
Academy, 
though 
reporting 
no cases of 
influenza, 
took sug-
gested pre-
cautions as 
well.

By early October, the 
Board of Health, chaired by 
Charles E. Abbott, ordered 
that all public services in 
local churches be canceled. 
This order soon extended to 
all public gatherings and to 
meetings of various lodges. 
Influenza was added to the 
list of diseases that doctors 
were required to report, and 
this they were expected to do 
on a daily basis.

Results of this action saw 
Andover’s numbers much 
lower than those of Lawrence, 
North Andover and Methuen. 
As of Oct. 4, “only” 341 cases 
had been reported in Andover, 
with “only” seven deaths.

John N. Cole, chairman of 
Andover’s Public Safety Com-
mittee, in explaining these 
low numbers, suggested that 
the town had an advantage 
“in the way of high, dry air 
and good clean streets, homes 
and working places.” Citizens 
were urged to “take especial 
care” of themselves. Those 
needing to care for the sick 

were expected to be supplied 
with – and to wear – surgi-
cal masks. The use of paper 
plates and cups was also 
urged so they could be burned 
as soon as they were used.

On Oct. 11, though reports 
suggested that influenza was 
under control – with cases 
standing at 634 – public gath-
erings were still prohibited. 
Trained nurses, through the 
Public Safety Committee, 
offered voluntary assistance 
where needed. This assis-
tance included going from 
house to house on a daily 
basis where illness was most 
severe. Mrs. Bartlett Hayes, 
committee member and Phil-
lips Academy faculty wife, 
was said to keep eight to 10 
quarts of broth ready at all 
times for those in need.

The rest of October saw 
a daily average of 20 cases, 
and more than the average 
number of persons ill with 
pneumonia. Of particular 
concern was the situation that 
folks convalescing from influ-
enza, seeming on the road 
to recovery, suddenly would 
relapse, with their illness 
developing into severe pneu-
monia. Serum was supplied to 
local doctors, who were ready 
to furnish free inoculations, 
though a full-scale inoculating 
station was never needed in 
Andover.

Next Week: Part 2, Relief in Sight

In the Clutches of the Grippe
A look back at the 1918 flu pandemic’s impact on Andover — Part I

By Gail Ralston
Andover Historical 

Society
John N. Cole
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Townspeople

As the number of coronavirus 
victims across the country grows, 
Andover businesses are facing a 
quandary: 
Remain fully 
operational 
or close up 
s h o p ,  c u t 
hours, keep 
staff or lay off 
workers. 

Some  busi-
nesses have 
already  shut 
their doors, 
hoping to reopen sooner rather than 
later. The ones that have been able 
to weather the storm aren’t giving 
up easily.

“We’ve had to cut our staff hours, 
but we’re not letting anyone go,” said 
Peter An, a member of the family that 
owns Ann’s Cleaners. “We want to do 
the right thing and make sure that all 
our staff are taken care of in uncon-
trollable situations like these.”

– Sean Murphy

It’s do or die for local businesses

Dunkin’ has closed 
its Main Street loca-
tion. A sign on the 
door is directing 
customers to visit its 
two other Andover 
locations.

SEAN MURPHY/Staff photos
The hustle and bustle of weekday morning traffic on Main Street has been erased as a direct result of business closures due to 
the coronavirus. 

The signs on the doors of the Irresistibles women’s apparel shop 
on Barnard Street read “Closed - Opening April 1 - Be Well!”

An empty room typically filled with hanging garments is a sign of the times at 
Ann’s Cleaners on Railroad Street.

Applying protective gloves before preparing a sandwich prior 
to shutting down last Friday is Didier Coyer, manager of Caffe 
Nero.

Ice cream lovers rejoice as J.P. Licks on Park Street remains 
open for takeout.
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Gloucester‑ Highly visible free‑standing land‑ 
mark building in Gloucester’s downtown Main  
St. business district. This locale has the heavi‑ 
est traffic flow in Gloucester, both vehicular  
and pedestrian. U‑shaped driveway, exit wrap‑ 
ping the building, 12‑car off‑street parking.  
Ideal for a coffee shop, retail or office space.  
Interior has high ceilings and 2,138 square feet  
with center area surrounded by rooms on all  
four corners. Other amenities include 3‑phase  
electric with 400 Amps, central air, half bath,  
storage and a rear exit.Triple‑Net (NNN)  
Lease. Sublet considered. First month and se‑ 
curity.     $2995/mo

 Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978‑239‑6207

ROWLEY, MA

 Tranquility, fresh air & plenty of parking await  
you at our oasis in the woods. Spacious

 2 bedroom apartments from only $1380‑$1400  
including heat/hot water. Professional 24 hr.  

on‑site management plus many other amenities.
Enjoy country living while only

30 minutes from Boston. Cats Okay.
 978‑948‑2056

1 1/4 miles East of Rt. 95 on 133,
www.millwoodapartments.net

GROVELAND, MA ‑ 2 bedroom includes heat &  
hot water,  hardwood, storage, deck, parking,  
new pool. Cats only... Starting at $1500/mo.   

978‑891‑3153

ONE STOP!
From sale to

purchase or to
leasing.

I have real estate
inventory to make

the difference!

Preferred Seller
Client

Placements.

Rick Petralia
J. Barrett &
Company

978‑239‑6207

WEST NEWBURY
New to market – Elegant, spacious hilltop Co‑ 
lonial with every luxury and feature: 9 rooms,  
4 bedrooms, huge vaulted ceiling family room  
with window wall, oak floors, front‑to‑back  
dining room with architectural mantle and pa‑ 
tio doors out to screened porch. Double‑level  
decks, gorgeous and private inground pool and  
custom pool house, 1.56 acres of lawns and  
woods, separate shop/garage plus attached  
two‑car garage, all superbly updated in amaz‑ 
ingly perfect condition! $920,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Pat Skibbee direct 978‑502‑4782

office 800‑770‑7770

AMESBURY
Perfect condition, 1718 Georgian, totally re‑ 
stored, two car garage, 4 fireplaces, all newer  
systems and windows, walk‑in fireplace, 6  
rooms, 2 bedrooms, a very warm and comfort‑ 
able house with many original features and so  
much character and charm. Almost a half acre  
of land, plus a separate studio/workshop and  
full, usable attic‑excellent storage. $382,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Joanie Purinton

978 462 6898, or office 800‑773‑9990

LOST CAT ‑ 2 years old, white &  orange,
 freckles on nose. March 2. Vicinity Ryan Road,  
Magnolia. Name Cleo.  No collar, has microchip.  

Playful & friendly. Please call 978‑821‑9743

SALISBURY ‑ 3 bedroom, mobile $1400/mo 1st,  
last $500  security. No pets. No utilities.

 Call 603‑760‑2503.

Gloucester ‑ Heat and Hot Water Included!  
Year‑Round Two‑Bedroom Beacon Hill Style  
Apartment Desirable Business District. Pos‑ 
sessing beamed ceilings, exposed brick walls‑ 
track lighting and  mahogany flooring . Well  
appointed with in‑unit laundry, full‑appliance  
kitchen with granite countertop, ample closet  
space and outdoor deck with views of harbor  
and city landscapes. Enjoy Gloucester’s shops  
restaurants, beaches and commuter rail.   First  
month and one‑month security required.  
No‑fee application with credit score of 685 to  
qualify. No pets. Some Furnishings Optional.  
$1875/mo

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978‑239‑6207

Under Contract!
NEWBURY – Handsome landmark 1875 farm‑ 
house house overlooking the Parker River and  
gorgeous saltmarsh lands in permanent  
conservation. 4.1 acres,  9+ rooms, four bed‑ 
rooms, 3 baths, every room a river view! Dock  
opportunity, newer roof and heating plant.  
Needs updating. Walk‑up attic, full basement.  
Oak and pine floors, 35’ heated “porch” brings  
the river and wide landscape into immediate  
view. Three outbuildings, amazing stone walls!  
First time available in over half a century.   
$878,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Pat Skibbee

978‑502‑4782, or office 800‑773‑9990

Quiz for Landlords/
Property Owners

This week’s answers to last week’s questions:

l Max fee you can charge an applicant:
 $0 (zero dollars)

lMax Security Deposit – 1 month’s rent
 (regardless of credit history)

lMax Pet Fee: $0 (zero dollars)
               It’s illegal in Massachusetts
l Last month’s rent – yes, you have to

 pay interest on that, too.

Don’t unknowingly break the law.
 Fair Housing laws matter!

Do you have a question for next week?  Email,  
call or text and our Property Management team  

may publish your questions and answer,
next week!

Call Kim, Broker/Owner of Boston North
 Realty  (978) 236‑4100

  www.BostonNorthProperty.com
Bonded and Insured, licensed RE Brokers/

Property Management
Equal Opportunity Housing

Gloucester‑Long‑Term Apartment Rental in  his‑ 
toric business district! Located in a modern  
building, this pristine three‑room, one‑be‑ 
droom apartment is served by an elevator for  
ease of access. This modern unit possess  
many highly regarded appointments to include  
hardwood floors, full‑applianced kitchen with  
granite counter tops, natural gas heating, cen‑ 
tral air conditioning and laundry hookups. Quick  
access to reataurants, shopping, beaches,  
highway and train  station.  No Pets. No‑Fee  
Application required with a minimum credit  
score of 675 to qualify. $1350/mo

Rick Petralia
J Barrett & Company

978‑239‑6207
 SALISBURY BEACH Oceanfront 2, 3, 4

bedrooms.June 27 thru July 11‑two week rental  
Tom Saab RE 978‑683‑6699

SOLD!
GLOUCESTER – Sweet 7 room Victorian on  
quiet street with harbor views. Gorgeous fir  
floors, tall ceilings, 3 bdrms, 2 full baths, first  
floor office/ 4th bedroom, new windows, heat,  
roof, paint, Beacon Hill yard. Full useful base‑ 
ment and full attic, excellent storage & condi‑ 
tion plenty of character! $397,500

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Joanie Purinton

978‑462‑6898, or office 800‑773‑9990

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS

APARTMENTSREAL ESTATE BROKERS/AGENTS

LOST & FOUND

HOMES

HOMES

REAL ESTATE BROKERS/AGENTS

VACATION RENTALS

HOMES

C L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC E
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100 Turnpike Street
No. Andover, MA
978-946-2281

www.nobmg.com

Commercial Print

CommerCial
Printing
ServiCeS
We can produce anything
on newsprint - from small
organization newsletters
to school newspapers to
weekly regional newspapers
to large daily newspapers.

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

PUZZLE SOLUTION

4/2/20

RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
CLEANING OUT GARAGE ALL EQUIPMENT  

MUST GO.  Call 978‑270‑2502

TWO COTTON FLAGS  NEW  with heading &
 grommets. 5 ft. X  9.5  ft. Purchased from

Farley & Cross Flag Company. Item No  
59111000. $110 each. CALL 978‑778‑0713

CASH PAID FOR CLEAN
AUTOs, TRUCKs & SUVs
Inspection Ready Vehicles

Call Joe 978‑852‑5008

I AM LOOKING FOR A ROOM ‑  Will pay $550 a  
mo. with utilities included. So. Lawrence, Me‑ 

thuen, Andover, No Andover area 978 387‑6156

FREE FREE
35” Panasonic Projection TV

runs fine Call (978) 973‑8034

MA/NH border, near Seabrook/Amesbury Rte.  
95/495, Share large house. No pets. $645

includes heat, electric, washer/dryer.
NONSMOKER 603‑394‑7336; 978‑807‑0569

LAWRENCE, MA : Prof, Female seeks same for  
3 bedroom apt. 1st floor, all utilities,  incl. off  
street parking, $650/mo Call (978) 335‑1020

COUTURE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT &
REMODELING Roofing / siding repairs $150. All  
work guaranteed. Fully insured. 978‑902‑7644

MD’s HOME REPAIR ‑ Remodeling, Painting,
 Repairs. Small jobs to Big jobs. Insured. Free  

estimates. References Call  Mike 603‑890‑1122

LIVINGSTON Tree & Stump  Removal
Fantastic Deals!  Fast/Quality Service

978‑689‑8373     livingstonfamilytree.com

¬   MV PLASTERING  & DRYWALL ¬
 best prices, old ceilings and walls new again.

 Free estimates.  978‑686‑5012DALE AND SON
Hardwood Flooring
Sand, Refinish. Repairs. Insured.
Free Estimates.  Prompt reply!

Call 978‑688‑5400

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates
(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑792‑5816  (

è QUALITY, SERVICE & PRICE ç
That Won’t Shock You! Insured. MA#31525E

 NH#12831M.  (Call Mike 978‑423‑8510

CLEANOUTS, JUNK, & DEBRIS REMOVAL
Houses, Attic, Cellar, Rooms, Etc. WE CARE &
WE CAN HELP! Father/daughter own/operated

978‑335‑4710

BRICK WORK Cement work. Stairs, walks,  
walls. All size jobs. Free estimates. Excellent  
Andover references.  Tony at  978‑609‑6326

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates

(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑792‑5816      (

J & S EXCAVATIONS
Brentwood, NH     603‑235‑5568

* Excavation & Trucking  * Residential Work
* Utility Trenches * Demolition * Hoe Rams

* Equipment Rental with Operator
WE LOVE SMALL JOBS!

R. A. Vitale Electric
Master Electrician. Low Rates. Fully Insured
 For all your electrical needs. Lic. #A20829.

 978‑979‑0858

JUNK CARS, TRUCKS  & HEAVY EQUIPMENT  
WANTED.  Picked up within 24 hrs.

 Up to $300 CASH PAID. Call (603) 303‑2866

 SPECIAL! 2003 FORD F350 super duty 4x4
regular cab DRW Rugby dump body truck  with  
plow. 1 owner runs excellent with plow. Ready  

to work and make money.  Plow included.
 Priced at only $7900.  Call today 978‑462‑3088  

or text us 978‑992‑2313

Hyundia Kona 2019
Sunset Orange, 18,500 miles
4 door automatic, all power,
 $17,900 (978) 376‑0736

Honda Accord LX 2012
4‑cylinder. 4 doors. Clean!

Burgundy w/ beige interior. Fully serviced.
$7,850 (978) 807‑3901

  SPECIAL! 2014 VOLVO XC90 3.2 AWD 4 door  
SUV with 3rd row seating.   Clean carfax with  
35 service records including reg. Oil changes .    
Loaded with auto,  leather,  all power including  
seats,  moonroof, premium sound and more.   
Special only  $12,900.  Call 978‑462‑3088

CHEVROLET Express 3500 Cargo work van 2014
Rare 1 Ton. 47K miles. Clean Vehicle History.   

Equipped with Roof Racks Shelves,
Power windows and locks. Super Clean.

 Many Vans in stock.  Offered for $17,900
HaverhillMotors.com 978‑521‑7000

SPECIAL! LOW LOW MILES 40K. Ford F‑550
2011 super duty 4x4 2 dr. reg. Cab dump body

truck with plow. Auto, all power, 9’ minute
mount 2 plow, new tires. 6.8l V10 gas engine
no expensive diesel problems. First to see &

need will buy. $32,900 Save $$$ 978‑462‑3088

TOYOTA RAV 4 2010
Clean. Runs good. 4 WD,

Ebony black with
 saddle brown interior. $5888.

978‑687‑7409 or 978‑764‑0933 ask for Richard

MOST AFFORDABLE ‑ Roofing, Windows, Sid‑ 
ing. Financing Avail. GAF Master Elite Installer  
Lic/Ins. BBB. 978‑265‑6843; 603‑260‑5062

NJ HAMEL
LANDSCAPING ENTERPRISES

Serving Merimack Valley & So. NH for 30 yrs  
Spring cleanups, mulching, mowing, weekly  

maintenance. Residential/Commercial
Fully insured. References 978‑682‑5722

HVAC
 Installation Help

Retirement Plan, Paid Vacations, Health
Insurance, Paid Holidays, Competitive Wages.

  Experience Necessary

Send resume to

positionhvac@gmail.com
 or call 978‑374‑4590

 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A  POSITION AS A  
CARE GIVER PLEASE CHECK OUT THE  ADULT  
CARE SECTION IN THE BUSINESS AND SERV‑ 
ICE DIRECTORY. PEOPLE LOOKING FOR PCAS,  

HEALTH AIDES, CNAS HAVE ADS
RUNNING  AND COULD USE YOUR HELP

KILN CERTIFIED/PEST FREE,
PICKUP or DELIVERED & STACKED,

FIREWOOD GUY 603‑437‑0940

FREE!! FREE!!
 27” SONY  TRINITRON TV

works fine
(978) 774‑0615

ANTIQUES
Furniture, glass, china, silver, jewelry, clocks.
WILLIAM GRAHAM, 420 Water St.,  Haverhill

          Call cell 978‑835‑2042

CASH PAID FOR
  COINS, REAL & COSTUME JEWELRY,  

POCKET & WRIST WATCHES,  ANTIQUES,
COMIC BOOKS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS,  
BASEBALL CARDS.   DAN (603) 505‑0380

STAIRLIFTS WANTED
 TO BUY,  in good condition.
Call Richard 603‑236‑1227

HOOD Dairy Milk can 15 gallon capacity, painted  
blue looks great on porch doorstep $75. Firm
Y Bowl & Picture, Royal ironstone made in
 England $75 firm (978)532‑5994~11am‑5pm

   SPECIAL! 2010 VOLVO XC60 T6 AWD 4 door  
SUV.  Clean carfax, very well maintained with  

27 service records. Super clean inside and out.  
Auto,  all power,  leather,  AC, blind spot,

  panoramic roof,  premium sound and more.  
Only $10,900.  Call today 978‑462‑3088

POWER Reclining less than 1 year old.
Fabric Protection and Warranty.
$1500    Contact: 978‑979‑3073

Ford 04 F250 Super Duty
1 owner ‑ 4 wheel drive, 8ft Fisher Minute  

Mount plow, 8’ bed. Running boards, sliding  
rear window, a/c, spare tire. Priced to sell

at $5000. Call or text. 978‑265‑9246

¬ Bill’s Home Improvement¬
,All  Remodeling Needs. Decks our Specialty  

Owned & Operated  by Veterans
A to Z Home Improvement  Call  603‑548‑5944

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

Gutters,  seamless aluminum, cleanings,
leaf guard. 25 yrs. experience. 978‑973‑5410

ALL THE RIGHT MOVES‑ Carpentry,  Remodeling
Home Improvements, Painting & Tiling.

 Bill, 978‑273‑7243, 603‑898‑1035

HOUSE CLEANING DONE  Moving In/Out?  
Weekly  & Biweekly. Have references.

For more info.  call 603‑459‑8617

D.M. BROPHY PLASTERING
 Full skim coat plastering, board & patchwork.  

Commercial & residential.Custom ceilings.
 Quality service. Free estimates. 978‑852‑4504

 A WRIGHT ROOFING‑Gutters & Home Improve‑ 
ment. All types Roofing & Gutters. Roof shovel‑ 

ing. Over 20 yrs exp. Free verbal estimate.  
978‑687‑2247 wrightgutters@gmail.com

HL PLASTERING
40 yrs experience. Free estimates.

No Job to Big or Small
Merrimack Valley area  (978) 390‑6423

REZZA BROTHERS LANDSCAPING & YARD  
WORK Spring Clean‑Ups, Leaf Clean Ups,

Thatching, Tree Services.
20% Senior Citizens discount.

Call Tom (978) 289‑7544

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

 Roofing, siding, gutters. Quality work, reason‑ 
able costs 25 yrs exp. Fully ins.  978‑973‑5410

 Grocery Shopping
Food Delivery

Medical Appointments
**Weekend Special to

Logan Airport $32.95+tip
 March 27th ‑ 30th

Service offered 24/7!
Always $5 disc  for Senior Citizens

Tom Taft Transportation does
all types of transportation needs!

 Call 978‑255‑7544

MASTER PLUMBER‑Retired looking for small  
jobs. MA, NH & Maine. #9563 MA, #1653 NH  

Master gas fitter NH.  Call  Bill 978‑476‑9827

Excellent 2020 Red Sox Tickets
 Available   2’s or 4’s

Call  Dick Jr.   978‑815‑5925

PUPPIES FOR SALE ‑ PRE‑SPOILED. BUGGS.  
Males & Females. Black & white & brindle.  

Wormings, first vaccine & health certificate.  
Ready now. $700. Call 603‑439‑1089

FRENCH BULLDOG PUPPY
 AKC  7 weeks, female,  absolutely adorable

super cute rare & unique Merle coloring, health  
cert., UTD vaccinations, & puppy playpack.  

$4000.   Call 603‑733‑6691

White Mfg. China Cabinet, DR., table, uphol‑ 
stered chairs (2 arm/4 side ) 2 leafs & pads  
Dark Wood exc. cond. Other Furnishings Avail‑ 
able, All Must Go!   Call 978‑272‑6229

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

WANTED TO BUY ‑ Porcelain signs, gas pumps,  
air meters,  automotive & gas station related  

items.  1920’s to 1960’s. CASH paid will come  
to you. Call Mark (978) 420‑9144

DINNING ROOM SET AND HUTCH
Dinning room set with 6 padded chairs and  
hutch with interior lights.
comes with 2 leafs.
Asking $1,500.00 Pick up only.
Call 781 284 4906 for more info.

FORD 1520
4‑wheel drive, power steering, quick detach  
loader, PTO mid/rear, low hours  cab/heater,  

weight box, 3 ranges HML, Excellent condition.  
Located Haverhill, asking $9000. 978‑521‑8814

ALL HARDWOOD  SEASONED
1 year  or 2 year,  16” cut & split

 Call  M.Kovalchuk    978‑204‑9483

Ford Taurus SE, 2005
4 door sedan pwr steering, pwr brakes AC  
fatory wheels. Gray Ext/Light gray Inter., 151K,  
runs excellent, solid body, reasonably
priced $1495 FIRM           Call (508) 451‑0515

SUZUKI, 2007 Boulevard S50.
15k mi. Excellent condition. Metallic white.

Should be seen and ridden.
Great cruiser for 1st bike or step up.

$2500. Call 978‑985‑2227

HARLEY‑DAVIDSON, FLHTCU 2013
Ultra Classic Electra Glide 2,520 original miles.  
manual 6 speed, stock, black, wired for
CB radio & driver/passenger intercom system,  
AM/FM CD player, excellent condition.  
$13,500 or best offer. 978‑278‑5840, Steve

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

Volvo Wagon 2007
Excellent. condition  5 cyl, FWD, V70, full serv‑ 
ice history, 1 owner, only 145k miles. Blue w/‑ 
tan leather heated seats, moonroof, premium  
pkg. Loads of safety features & room Only  
$5,499     Call 978‑502‑7512

TOYOTA RAV 4 ‑ 2009
4 wheel drive, clean, loaded, new tires.

Serviced. $6350
 (978) 807‑3901

SPECIAL! 2009 Volvo S60  2.5 T AWD 4 door  
sedan.  Clean carfax!   Well maintained with
 automatic, leather, all power, heated seats,  
moonroof ,  AWD and more.  Priced right at  

$5900.  Call today 978‑462‑3088
or text us anytime at 978‑992‑2313

DODGE RAM 1500
 SLT  2001

 Pick up truck. 4 new tires V8, auto. pwr, 6ft.  
bed, 138K miles. $3600 BO (978) 465‑2016

 SPECIAL! 2007 BMW 328I 2 door hardtop
 convertible.   XX clean inside and out. No

 accidents! Equipped with auto, custom wood  
grain leather interior, all power including seats,  
AC, PS, PB, 10 speaker premium sound  and  

more.  Only $10,900.  Call today 978‑462‑3088

LEXUS ES350 2008 MINT, low miles, drives  
new, elderly owned, non smoker, 6cyl., auto‑ 
matic, heat leather seats & ac. Black ext/Cha‑ 
mpagne & black interior. Blue tooth, moonroof  
& keyless entry. Brand new tires/new battery,  
oil change. Asking $8999 603‑770‑8086

Let Me Sell Your  
Car!

Guilmette City Service
Call me  603‑400‑4638. Don’t trade in your car
I can sell it for more! Professional sales person.
  I can sell any vehicle for you at the price you   
want. I can guarantee top dollar for your sale.  

Serving New England area for 45 years

ANDOVER,  Utilities/internet included.
Professional person seeks same. Executive area,  

 furnished room, private home. 93/125.
No smoke  1st/last/security.  978‑475‑7526

SAMCO PAVING
& Sealcoating. 978‑356‑4007 / 800‑934‑4007
Free Est. Fully Ins.  www.samcopavingma.com

BEST RATES ‑ Call Mike
remove junk & anything from A‑Z  978‑973‑2009

AIDE for 42 year old downs woman in
 Salisbury.   Flexible time.   CORI & references

required. Female preferred. 508‑265‑4755

 SPECIAL!  2013 GMC Sierra 2500 HD 2 door,  
regular cab, fiberglass utility body service truck.   

 1 owner, clean carfax, loaded, auto, power,
 fiberglass body, aluminum bed.  Fischer plow  

set up. First to see and need will buy!
Priced at only $18,900.  Call 978‑462‑3088

WE ARE COMMITTED TO YOUR CARE!
 24 hr Live In Care ‑ Companionship ‑Dementia  
Care ‑ Veteran Care and more. 978‑944‑8697
www.abccareproviderllc.com

 BUSY LADY SERVICES‑
Are you in need of a ride to AIRPORT, doctor,  

shopping, or where ever you need to go?
Call  978‑423‑0754 OR 781‑842‑0504

NEWBURYPORT, MA  Honest & Reliable PCA  
wanted for disabled man Mornings 9AM to 1PM  

Please call after 1pm 978‑465‑0173

3‑H HANDYMAN
 Reasonably priced, basements, carpentry /

 remodeling, tiles. Call 978‑375‑1976

LAWYER
Ivy league educated lawyer licensed in MA &  
NH with over 20 years of experience handling  

injury and criminal defense cases.
Contact Christopher Driscoll @

(978) 317‑2874 or
chris@christopherdriscoll.com

for a free meeting ‑ no obligation

AUTOSPETS & FREE PETS

WANTED JUNK CARS/PARTS

REMODELING

LEGAL SERVICES

TRUCKS

TICKETS FOR SALE

ADULT CARE

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS

VANS

FLOORS

PLASTERING

PAVING/CEMENT

MISC ITEMS WANTED

SUV

HANDYPERSON

GUTTERS

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

MASONRY WORK

PAINTING & PAPERING

ELECTRICAL

DISPOSAL SERVICES

ROOFING & SIDING

MISC MERCHANDISE

CARPENTRY

LIMO SERVICE

EXCAVATING

PETS & FREE PETS

AUTOS

SUV

HOUSE PAINTING

Miscellaneous

PLUMBING/HEATING

TREE REMOVAL

MEDICAL

MOTORCYCLES/ATVS/SNOW MOBILES

ROOMMATES

TRADES/INDUSTRIAL

LANDSCAPING/LAWNMOWING

HOUSE CLEANING

HERE COMES
PETER COTTONTAIL!!!
Let’s forget these trying times and think

about the Wonderful Easter Season
that is right around the corner.

The Easter Bunny does special events and  
also Easter Egg Hunts on Easter morning.  

Children from 8 to Eighty will love this ‘appea‑ 
rance’. Call Mrs CottonTail at 978‑255‑7544  

and hop hop hop as slots are filling up!
HAPPY EASTER

Call 978‑255‑7544

Be included in this section 
by calling 800.927.9200 

fax: 978.685.1588

C L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC E



Sports

A
ndover’s John Rex 
had already arrived in 
North Carolina, and was 
preparing to compete 
at the NCAA Division 3 

Track Indoor Championships in mid-
March, when the news hit.

His junior indoor track season was 
done, and the outdoor season was 
finished before it started due to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

“I was at NCAAs when we heard the 
news,” said Rex. “I was only a sleep 
away from competing. It was quite 
heartbreaking for all of us who had 
worked so hard to get there, not to 
mention missing out on the spring 
season. It was rough.”

For the Bates College junior, the 
cancellation of both seasons came 
just as he was delivering the best 
throws of his career.

Hampered by tendinitis in his 
throwing wrist for much of the winter, 
Rex returned to set personal records 
in both the shot put (51-0.75) and 
weight throw (62-6.5) at the New Eng-
land Division 3 Championships. 

He was seeded sixth in the weight 
throw, the highest non-senior, at 
NCAA Division 3s in Winston-Salem, 
N.C.

“I’m very proud of the season I was 
having prior to the outbreak,” said 
Rex, the son of former Andover High 
interim football coach John Rex. 

“As you get better and better, the 

returns get smaller for sure. So I was 
fortunate to have had two big PRs this 
indoor season. I was so looking for-
ward to keeping that momentum going 
in the outdoor season. I don’t have any 
regrets, but I am sad I won’t be able to 
cash the training in until next year.”

A former star in both football as 
an offensive lineman and track — he 
threw the shot put 47-7 and discus 
140-2.5 as a senior — at Phillips Acad-
emy (class of 2017), Rex chose Bates to 
continue his track career.

“My college counselor was a Bates 
alum, and I knew I wanted to play 
sports in college,” he said. “I came 
across the Bates’ throws programs 

run by head coach Al Fereshetian, 
who immediately drew me to the 
school. 

“Coach Fereshetian believed in my 
abilities and saw my potential from 
the start, and that has served me 
very well in college. In fact, I realized 
throwing had been my true passion all 
along.”

 When Rex arrived at Bates, he dis-
covered new events for that passion — 
the hammer throw in the spring and 
weight throw in the winter.

“They say you don’t choose the ham-
mer, the hammer chooses you,” he 
said. “I started throwing it freshman 
year, and it just seemed to click. Sure, 
it wasn’t pretty at first, but with prac-
tice and perseverance I was able to 
develop quickly into a legitimate ham-
mer-weight thrower. They’re almost 
identical events. The weight is just 
heavier and shorter, and the hammer 
is the more technical of the two.” 

After setting a Bates freshman 
record in the hammer throw (172-9), 
Rex continued to improve as a sopho-
more. He expected that to continue 
this winter, before he was derailed by 
injury.

“I developed tendinitis in my wrist 
due to a few too many shot put 
throws,” he said. “That prevented me 
from competing for most of the indoor 
season. I still trained, however, just 
with lighter implements that didn’t 
put so much pressure on my wrist. 
Then, I was able to tape my wrist up 
for the two big meets, states and the 
New England championships.”

At New Englands, he won the shot 
put with the 51-0.75, shattering his 
previous PR (49-7.25). He also took 
second in the weight throw with the 
62-6.5, again surpassing his old PR 
(60-8).

“It was definitely the best meet I’ve 
ever had,” he said. “The kid who beat 
me in the weight is a good friend of 
mine. The shot put PR came out of 
nowhere, but ultimately, I think I just 
trusted my abilities and the technical 
adjustments that my coach gave me. 
I knew I was definitely strong and 
technical enough to throw that far, 
but sometimes it’s just believing in 
yourself.”

Rex will now set his focus on pre-
paring for his senior year.

“My goals are to train hard this off-
season, and next year make a run at 
being a Division 3 national champion 
in the weight and hammer,” he said. 
“And I’d like to be an All-American 
in the shot put. I was looking forward 
to getting on that podium this year, 
but the circumstances have taught me 
to take nothing for granted and train 
harder, even through hardship.”

‘THE 
HAMMER 
CHOOSES 

YOU’

Andover’s Rex delivered career-best throw 
for Bates before season cut short

By DaviD Willis
dwillis@eagletribune.com

Photo by Theophil Syslo/Bates College
Andover’s John Rex competes in the weight throw for Bates College. The former Phillips Academy star is one of the leaders in the event nationally in Division 3.

John Rex is a star thrower for Bates 
College. His top events are the hammer and 
weight throws.

PERSONAL RECORD
Here are John Rex’s best in all of his 

events:
Hammer Throw: 190-0 
Weight Throw: 62-6.5 (sixth in NCAA 

Division 3)
Shot Put: 51-0.75
Discus: 143-1

Alright, it’s time to come 
clean and apologize.

To coach Alan Hibino and 
the Andover girls basket-
ball team: I didn’t think you 
could do it.

Actually, before I get into 
that, first I want to thank 
the Golden Warriors for 
going on such a memorable 
run. I was lucky enough to 
be there for all five of Ando-
ver’s playoff games, and it 
was a treat to watch.

The Warriors were one 
of the most unselfish, disci-
plined, poised, hard-work-
ing and well-coached teams 
I’ve covered, and there’s 
just something about a team 
that plays its best basket-
ball in the toughest of situ-
ations that is so pleasing to 
watch.

It’s the definition of men-
tal toughness.

Which brings me back 
to the much-needed apol-
ogy for the 2019-20 Golden 
Warriors: I’m sorry for not 
believing!

After needing a fourth-
quarter comeback to beat 
Arlington at home in the 
first round of the Division 
1 North tournament, I gave 

the Warriors little shot of 
pulling off an upset at rival 
Central Catholic in the next 
round. I mean, was that 
foolish, though? The Raid-
ers won both regular-sea-
son games, were two-time 
defending North champions, 
hadn’t lost an MVC game 
in three years and were 
welcoming back star point 
guard Nadeshka Bridgewa-
ter from a broken hand.

And when Bridgewater 
and Claudia Porto started 
raining 3s in the fourth 

quarter to cut Andover’s 
lead to just one possession, 
I thought, “Well, here we 
go.”

But the Warriors never 
flinched: 63-55.

Well, okay, Andover put 
it all together for a full 32 
minutes and played argu-
ably its best game of the 
season. But it’s just one 
game, and upsets happen 
all of the time. And after the 
emotions of taking out your 
rival on their home court, 
were the Warriors poised 

for a letdown?
I thought the North semis 

against Chelmsford — a 
team that beat Andover 
by five in the regular sea-
son — was a coin flip, but 
I expected the Warriors to 
come out slow and run out 
of steam late.

Wrong again: 42-36.
“You know, Brad Stevens 

said, after his first NCAA 
tourney lost, the next year 
when Butler made the 
tourney again he said, ‘We 
expect to win a champion-
ship,’” said Hibino after 
that semis win. “So that’s 
the mindset we have here. 
Did we expect to make it 
this far? Yes. We expect to 
go out and compete every 
game.”

Now the Warriors are 
in the North finals at the 
Tsongas Center against Cam-
bridge, who arguably had the 
best players on the floor in 
sophomore Sophia Vital and 
junior Kizziah Ruff. I hon-
estly didn’t know too much 
about Cambridge heading 
into the game, but knew that 
guard duo would be tough to 
deal with.

So, 50-50 again. Meaning if 
Andover had lost, I wouldn’t 
have been shocked.

But the ball was tipped, 

and the Warriors had a lead 
after every quarter: final, 
57-52.

You could stop there and 
this would already be a great 
story. You beat your rivals, 
you got to play in an arena 
and you won a North title 
as a surprise No. 6 seed. But 
now, the Warriors were off to 
the TD Garden for the state 
semis.

Awaiting them there 
was South champion 
Bridgewater-Raynham.

“Okay, the show likely ends 
here,” thought a sportswriter 
who shouldn’t go to Vegas 
anytime soon.

Again, here me out.
Bridgewater-Raynham 

had lost just twice, and was 
consistently ranked in the 
top-5 of the Boston Globe’s 
rankings all winter. The 
Trojans were led by stellar 
6-foot-3 sophomore Shay 
Bollin, and were coming off 
a buzzer-beating win in the 
South finals. Plus, throw in 
the allure of playing on the 
TD Garden parquet.

But I guess the Warriors 
didn’t get that memo: final, 
52-44.

Which brings us to the 
state final that was canceled 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. The Warriors 

were set to play Franklin 
(24-0), the undefeated Cen-
tral champions who were 
basically the wire-to-wire 
No. 1-ranked team by the 
Globe all season, at the DCU 
Center.

Instead, both teams were 
announced as co-state 
champions.

It’s a title and accomplish-
ment the Warriors truly 
deserve for their play this 
winter. Hibino and his staff, 
senior co-captains Shea 
Krekorian and Brooke Har-
dock, and the rest of the War-
riors are true champions.

Spoiler alert though: Gun 
to my head, I would have 
picked Franklin.

But if you’ve learned 
anything from this column 
— other than my stupid-
ity — it’s that the Warriors 
wouldn’t have cared.

I feel awful that Krekorian 
and Hardock didn’t get a 
chance to compete for a state 
title. I feel equally as awful 
for Brigham and the rest of 
the Franklin seniors for the 
same reason.

But I also feel awful that 
we didn’t get to watch the 
Warriors prove me wrong 
one more time.

Something tells me they 
would’ve.

To the Andover girls basketball team, I never should have doubted you
Kyle Gaudette

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo
From left, Andover’s Tatum Shaw, Brooke Hardock and Shea 
Krekorian celebrate with the fans after the Division 1 state 
semifinals. Sportswriter Kyle Gaudette admitted to doubting 
the Golden Warriors throughout the tournament, only to be 
proven wrong time and again.

AT_AT_20200402_1_13

AT_AT_20200402_1_13

﻿

The TownSman   Thursday, april 2, 2020   13andovertownsman.com

﻿

AT_AT_20200402_1_13FINAL-1 Tue, Mar 31, 2020 9:29:24 PM



Looking ahead to this 
summer — and hopefully 
beyond the coronavirus — 
Merrimack Valley residents 
may have a new way to enjoy 
the river.

The organization that 
made a four-day kayaking 
trip down the river last year 
is poised to bring kayaking 
to the Valley.

Haverhill Mayor James 
Fiorentini gained City Coun-
cil approval to use $9,000 
from a reserve account to 
buy a portable booth that 
would serve as a mini-office 
for Plum Island Kayak.

The business would use 
this as a satellite location 
along Haverhill’s downtown 
boardwalk, next to River-
front Park off Washington 
Street.

“ Kaya k i n g  h a s  b e e n 
growing each year,” said 
Ken Taylor, owner of Plum 
Island Kayak. “The river is 
really an untapped resource 
for Haverhill where there is 
hardly any use of the river 
at all.”

He said he would rent 
kayaks to customers and 
provide them with informa-
tion about where to travel 
on the river and how to time 
their trips in regard to tide 
changes.

“We can also provide 
guided tours where we have 
it all planned out, including 
transportation,” he said. 
“Once we get over the virus, 
people are going to be look-
ing for something to do.”

It is expected to take about 
10 weeks of lead time to get 
the project ready for sum-
mer, the mayor said.

“I am sensitive to the tim-
ing of this request during the 
ongoing coronavirus public 
health emergency, but the 
schedule of construction and 
delivery of the structure can-
not wait if want to be ready 
by summer,” Fiorentini said. 
“Given the social isolation 

created by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the chance to 
provide the public with fun, 
healthy, outdoors activities 
on the river once this pub-
lic health crisis is over has 
the potential to be a great 
remedy.”

Dougan Sherwood, presi-
dent and CEO of the Greater 
Haverhill Chamber of Com-
merce, said Plum Island 
Kayak supported a four-
day-long, 117-mile kayaking 
trip last August down the 
Merrimack River from 
Franklin, New Hampshire, to 
Plum Island. Sherwood was 
one of several area people 
who took the trip, including 
NECC President Lane Glenn 
and state Sen. Diana DiZo-
glio, D-Methuen.

“ P l u m  I s l a n d  Kaya k 
donated all of the kayaks, 
paddles, life jackets and 
more that were used on 
the trip. We could not have 
done this trip without them,” 
Sherwood said. “After pad-
dling the entire river, it 
became clear to me that 
Haverhill would be a great 
place for Plum Island Kayak 
to set up a second location.”

The mayor noted the full 
cost of the kayak booth is 
$16,000, but said the city has 
leftover grant funds it can 
use to cover the remaining 
balance. The mobile booth 
could also be moved and 
used during the off season 
for community events in 
other parts of the downtown, 
such as the Christmas Stroll, 
he said.

“In keeping with our vision 
to increase public access to 
the Merrimack River and 
riverfront, we have an agree-
ment for Plum Island Kayak 
to lease the booth as a place 
to manage kayak rental 
operations, conduct sales 
and secure their equipment,” 
the mayor said, adding that 
the kayaks would be kept in 
the water or stored on the 
city’s Capt. Red Slavit Dock 
behind the Tap restaurant.

“If all goes according to 

plan, we hope to have Plum 
Island Kayak operating in 
future years from a perma-
nent downtown storefront, 

similar to their Newburyport 
location near Michael’s 
Harborside restaurant,” 
Fiorentini said.

The mayor acknowledged 
the work and support of the 
Greater Haverhill Chamber 
of Commerce, in particular 

Sherwood, and the city’s 
Harbor Commission in put-
ting together the agreement 
with Plum Island Kayak.

To Get Your Full Local Forecast, Go To http://www.Andovertownsman.com

High:

Low:

WEDNESDAY

Rain possible

58°

46°

High:

Low:

TUESDAY

A shower 
possible

58°

42°

High:

Low:

MONDAY

Partly sunny

51°

39°

High:

Low:

SUNDAY

Clouds and 
sun

56°

36°

High:

Low:

SATURDAY

Low clouds 
may break

48°

33°

High:

Low:

FRIDAY

Mostly cloudy

49°

37°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather.com ©2020

THURSDAY

Breezy with 
rain

High:

Low:

46°

41°

L O C A L

YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

A post-virus hope for summer: Kayaking on the river
Plum Island group  
proposes kayak services  
for Merrimack Valley

By Mike LaBeLLa

Staff Writer

FILE PHOTO
People enjoy kayaking near a bridge in the Merrimack River.
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61 BIRCH ROAD, ANDOVER
$869,900

287 S. MAIN STREET, ANDOVER
$879,000

The Carroll Group at Partners

• Nobody in the World sells more real estate than 

• 9 out of 10 home buyers and sellers know 

Tom Carroll: 978-502-8347   •   tcarroll@AndoverHomeSales.com
If you’re thinking of selling and need a handyman or help with cleanouts, household good donations or repairs,

give me a call. I have a full-time, full-service team with all the professionals you’ll need to get everything done for you!

NEW LISTING

135 CHESTNUT STREET, ANDOVER
$489,900

4 FAIRWAY DRIVE, ANDOVER
$1,299,900

REAL ESTATE SINCE 1993
www.Andover-TopBroker.com

LET US GET YOUR HOME 

READY TO SELL!

• We help you sort, store, 
donate and sell items

• We arrange a deep-cleaning  
of your home

• We give a free home  
staging consultation

• We ensure smoke/carbon 
monoxide detectors are  

up-to-date and properly installed

We have a team of over
20 professionals to address
any concerns you may have

about selling your home!

• Nobody in the World sells more real estate than 

135 CHESTNUT STREET, ANDOVER
$489,900

To help us all stay safe and healthy in this unsettling time, 
we are offering private showings via Facetime, Virtual Tours 

and seller-approved one-on-one visits. In addition,  
all our agents are available by phone, text and email.

NEW LISTING

807 Turnpike Street
North Andover, MA 01845

McInnis Law
Offices

Concentrating in the areas of
Estate Tax and Business Planning.

Probate Administration and Elder Law

(978) 686-6112

Please call today for our
Estate Planning Questionnaire

978-683-5139 anytime

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Grow Spring Sales! 
Call (978) 946-2180
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