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Planning a wedding during the 
pandemic is hard . But for brides-
to-be who are also on the front line 
fighting the virus, things just got a 
little bit easier .

The Andover-based nonprofit 
organization Brides Across Amer-
ica is giving away free wedding 
gowns to healthcare professionals 

who are working directly with 
coronavirus patients .

Thus far the organization has 
gifted 95 dresses to healthcare 
workers, most of whom are in Mas-
sachusetts, although they have 
also included women from as far 
away as Florida and California .

“What we did was we added the 
frontline COVID healthcare work-
ers to our existing mission,” said 
Terry Brumley, a member of the 

board of directors .
Brides Across America, which 

has locations around the nation 
and is headquartered in Andover, 
is a charitable organization 
founded in 2008 by CEO Heidi Jan-
son . Its mission is to gift wedding 
gowns to those in the military and 
first responders .

The organization gives away 
gowns with a hefty price tag, too .

Organization donates gowns to frontline workers
By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman .com

The Andover-based nonprofit 
Brides Across America has long 
been providing free wedding 
dresses to those in the military 
and first responders. Now the 
organization has added helping 
those working on the front 
lines with COVID patients to its 
mission. Above is Tayna Pillot, of 
Lunenberg, trying on a gown at the 
Andover headquarters in 2019.

AMANDA SABGA/File photo

Amid the disruptions to 
schools caused by the coro-
navirus outbreak a renewed 
push is underway to put the 
brakes on MCAS testing .

The Massachusetts Teach-
ers Association, which has 
long sought to ease state’s 
standardized testing require-
ments, is lobbying hard for 
bipartisan legislation that 
would impose a four-year 
moratorium on the MCAS 
and suspend the requirement 
that students must pass the 

exam to graduate .
Merrie Najimy, the union’s 

president, argues that teach-
ers and students don’t need 
the added stress of high-
stakes testing amid lingering 
effects of the pandemic and 
the challenges of reopening 
school in the fall .

She said the pitfalls of 
remote learning have had an 
outsize effect on low-income 
and minority students .

“MCAS would do nothing 
more than reflect those prob-
lems . Worse, it would be used 
as a weapon to deem these 

Lawmakers, 
union want 
to pause 
MCAS test

By Christian M. WaDe

Statehouse Reporter

Would put 4-year moratorium 
on state standardized test

Town Manager Andrew 
Flanagan announced that 
Andover has created a new 
division of local government 
focused on diversity and 
inclusion .

“The division will provide 
resources and will take dedi-
cated, thoughtful actions and 
initiatives to promote goals 
we aspire to in our town,” 
Flanagan wrote in a state-
ment June 29 .

The statement follows 
recent racist incidents in 
town that came after George 
Floyd, a Black man, died 
while in police custody in 
Minneapolis over Memo-
rial Day weekend . Outrage 
ensued and race relations 

were catapulted back into the 
national spotlight .

Following Floyd’s death, 
protests swept the nation, 
including one here in 
Andover .

Soon after, racist social 
media  posts  made  by 
Andover High School stu-
dents began recirculating . 
The posts, which were years 
old, were sent to school 
administrators and the 
administration sent them to 
police . Police at the time said 
they were looking into them .

In another incident, an 
off-duty lieutenant with 
Andover Fire Rescue was 
placed on paid administrative 
leave after he was caught on 
camera accusing a 19-year-
old Dominican woman and 

New town division 
dedicated to diversity

By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman .com

If necessity is the mother 
of invention, as Plato wrote, 
the same could probably 
said of COVID-19 .

The deadly disease that 
has sidelined millions 
of students from school, 
pushed employees out of 
work and shut down huge 

portions of the economy, 
has also given rise to some 
great ideas .

Jade Nair, a rising junior 
at Andover High School, 
remembers sitting at home 
after school had been shut 
down in March, wondering 
what she could do with her 
time .

“When the pandemic 
hit, I was bored,” said the 

15-year-old . “School was not 
normal, there was a lack of 
intellectual stimulation and 
I  knew I wanted to help out 
during the pandemic .”

While some students 
collected canned goods 
for food pantries, and oth-
ers gathered Personal 
Protective Equipment for 
first-responders, Nair went 

By Bill KirK

bkirk@andovertownsman .com

The attractive secretary captured 
Robert Buchanan’s attention all those 
years ago .

Working in the tower at the Harbor 
Air Field in Baltimore, Buchanan saw 
the young woman every day as she 
left the flight school and walked to a 
restaurant on site for lunch . 

After a first date New Years Eve 
and an engagement the follow-
ing Christmas, Robert and Edith 
Buchanan married June 9, 1951 . 

The couple recently marked their 
69th wedding anniversary after they 
both survived COVID-19 coronavirus 
infections in separate Merrimack Val-
ley healthcare facilities . 

Robert is 96, Edith 90 . They were 
able to see each other this past week 
at Mary Immaculate Health Care Ser-
vices in Lawrence for an outdoor visit 
for the first time in months .

An Army veteran and retired US 
Air pilot, Robert is cared for at Mary 
Immaculate . Meanwhile Edith, a 
longtime hostess at Kitty’s restaurant 

In sickness and in health 

Couple survives COVID-19 in time 
to mark their 69th anniversary
By Jill harMaCinsKi 

Staff Writer

TIM JEAN/Staff photo
Robert, now 96, and Edith, now 90, Buchanan, of Andover, are pictured a few years back. They both became 
infected with COVID-19 in the spring. Despite their advanced ages they both recovered and recently had an 
outdoor visit following their 69th wedding anniversary. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Robert and Edith Buchanan 
were married June 9, 1951. 
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AHS student, 15, teaches coding
Nair wants to help others during COVID-19 pandemic
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students and schools as fail-
ing,” she said.

The proposal, which has 
nearly 60 sponsors in the 
state House and Senate, 
would create a commission 
to study alternatives to the 
MCAS requirements.

If it succeeds, the state 
wouldn’t administer the tests 
for at least four years, and 
annual school assessments 
would no longer be based on 
students’ MCAS results. The 
state would need a waiver 
from the U.S. Department 
of Education to be exempted 
from federal assessment and 
reporting requirements.

At least two states, Geor-
gia and South Carolina, have 
announced plans to seek 
waivers to suspend another 
round of standardized tests 
next school year.

“We’re talking about test-
ing students at a time when 
there’s already so much 
disruption to education and 
emotional trauma as a result 
of the pandemic,” said Rep. 
Christina Minicucci, D-North 
Andover, a co-sponsor of the 
bill and mother of two school-
age children. “This seems like 
a good time to hit pause.”

Minicucci said the $32 
million the state spends on 
standardized testing would 
be better spent on academic 
development and remote 
learning.

“Every dollar spent on high-
stakes testing is a dollar taken 

away from the classroom,” she 
said.

Gov. Charlie Baker got a 
federal waiver to cancel the 
MCAS graduation tests this 
past spring after closing public 
and private schools to prevent 
spread of COVID-19.

Sen. Joan Lovely, D-Salem, 
who co-chairs the Legisla-
ture’s Education Committee, 
hasn’t signed onto the pro-
posal but thinks easing some 
of the state’s testing require-
ments is worth considering. 
She gets regular complaints 
from educators, administra-
tors and parents about the 
impact on students from 
over-testing.

“They’re concerned that’s 
there too much testing, not 
just MCAS, and that students 
are only being taught to test,” 
she said. “It’s creating a lot of 
anxiety.”

Still, Lovely said eliminat-
ing the MCAS without a plan 
“wouldn’t be responsible,” and 
the state would need another 
way to measure student and 
school performance.

The MCAS, a hallmark of 
standardized tests in Massa-
chusetts education for more 
than 25 years, is required 
annually for students in 
grades 3 to 8. Students in the 
10th grade must pass the math, 
English and science exams to 
graduate from high school.

More than 70,000 students 
take the MCAS every year.

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. Email him at 
cwade@cnhi.com.

MCAS
 � Continued from Page 1

“We have dresses obvi-
ously that might be in the 
$900s or $800s, but those are 
discounted anyway. But the 
average price of a wedding 
gown today is $1,500 and 
up,” Brumley said. “I saw 
a bride in there on Sunday 
who had on a designer dress 
and I think the original price 

on that dress was $2,800.”
Brumley said although 

Brides Across America 
doesn’t specialize in foot-
wear, sometimes the orga-
nization provides shoes to 
brides, as well.

“We don’t have a shoe 
store, but we try to give 
them what they need to com-
plete their outfit,” Brumley 
said.

For more information, call 
978-470-4817 or visit www.
bridesacrossamerica.com.

GOWNS
 � Continued from Page 1

The Andover-
based nonprofit 
Brides Across 
America has 
long been 
providing free 
wedding dresses 
to those in 
the military 
and first 
responders. 

AMANDA SABGA/ 
File photo

lifelong Andover resident of 
stealing mail from her own 
mailbox.

“As we all know, our 

community experienced an 
incident involving race sev-
eral weeks ago that had no 
place in Andover,” Flanagan 
wrote. “This incident is in the 
process of being addressed 
and our focus remains on 
what will result in the most 

acceptable outcome to the 
resident that was impacted.”

In addition to the creation 
the Diversity and Inclu-
sion Division, Flanagan 
has announced a commu-
nity forum on racism that’s 
expected to take place in July.

DIVISION
 � Continued from Page 1

with something she loves 
doing: teaching computer 
programming.

During a pandemic 
such as that wrought by 
the coronavirus, there 
is perhaps no more per-
fect subject to teach 
while also adhering to 
social distancing guide-
lines: Coding classes 
taught by Nair are all done 
virtually — online.

And the classes have 
become very popular.

With the backing of 
Glenn Wilson, assistant 
director of Andover Youth 
Services, Nair and some of 
her friends from the high 
school robotics club ran a 
pilot program on coding 
during the spring.

It had a waiting list of 19. 
With that kind of demand, 
AYS has expanded the pilot 
into a full-grown summer 
program.

“We have 15 people 
teaching and we are run-
ning four classes — one in 
Python, one in Java, one in 
web design and one in CAD 
(computer-aided design),” 
Nair said. “I’ve reached 
41 kids with the programs 
I’ve started and hopefully 
this summer we will have 
another 24 kids added to 
that number. Clearly there’s 
a lot of demand in the 
community.”

Nair’s foray into coding 
and teaching didn’t happen 
overnight.

She said it all started 
when she took a computer 
science course as a fresh-
man at AHS.

“I’ve thrown myself into it 
ever since,” she said. 

At the start of her sopho-
more year, she felt like she 
wasn’t challenged enough 
by her Java class, something 
she had taken classes in 
over the summer. So her 
teachers suggested she do 
an independent study.

She ended up working 
closely with Anil Navkal of 
Energize Andover, monitor-
ing energy use in public 
buildings and taking on 
other projects that required 
computer expertise.

Navkal advised her to 
take online courses through 
the University of Michigan, 
which she aced.

It was at that point, when 
the pandemic hit, that she 
got the teaching bug.

She recruited a hand-
ful of middle school girls 
and began virtual classes 
in the computer language 
Python while also continuing 

her duties with Energize 
Andover. As if that weren’t 
enough to keep her busy, she 
was still studying at AHS, as 
her sophomore classes con-
tinued online.

Soon after that is when she 
approached Wilson at the 
youth center, ran the pilot 
program in the spring, and 
then got involved teaching 
classes this summer through 
AYS.

Her work has given her a 
glimmer of fame. She’s being 
interviewed by the cable-TV 
network CNBC for their spe-
cial program called “Home-
grown Heroes.” The program 
features people nominated 
by friends, family members 
or neighbors who have “gone 
above and beyond ... and are 
continuing to answer the 
call” to make things better 
for those affected by the 
coronavirus crisis.

While she was nominated 
by her mother, Sangeeta 
Nair, the nomination was 
buttressed by references 
from Navkal and Wilson, who 
wrote about Nair’s commit-
ment to teaching remotely 
and helping others learn 
valuable skills that can be 
used in the modern era.

“Her contribution to the 
cause of addressing the 
needs of the community 
using her power of software 
are path-breaking,” Navkal 
said in his reference letter 
to CNBC. “Jade is a self-
motivated, fast learner. Now 
she is leading a movement 
of girls who would not want 
anything less than a leader-
ship role in data analytics.”

The CNBC TV special 
featuring Nair and several 
other Homegrown Heroes, is 
scheduled to run at 7 p.m. on 
July 16.

NAIR
 � Continued from Page 1

COURTESY PHOTO
Jade Nair, a junior at Andover High School, learned coding from online classes and is now 
teaching other young people in town through a program with Andover Youth Services. She was 
recently is recognized by CNBC as a Homegrown Hero for her work during the COVID-19 crisis.

in North Reading, has 
managed to live at home in 
Andover with help from 
family. 

She was released from 
Holy Family Hospital in 
Methuen following being 
admitted for coronavirus. 
After some rehabilitation 
she has returned home.

“It’s just unbelievable. 
It’s just amazing they both 
recovered,” said Jeanine 
Labrecque, 60, of her 
parents.

“I was a wreck. I found 
out first that my Dad was 
sick and then my Mom 
was getting sick and 
everything just snow-
balled,” said Labrecque, 
who lives in Methuen.

“I had definitely pre-
pared for the worst. I 
made a call to a funeral 
director,” she added. 

COVID-19 can cause 
mild symptoms in healthy 
adults but is deadly to 
older people, especially 
those with pre-existing 
conditions. 

Robert’s condition is 
frail, Labrecque said. Her 
mother has some minor 
health issues and at the 
start of the pandemic 
sought treatment. Some-
where along the line, she 
also became infected. 

Both were sick for 
months, Labrecque said.

Edith had high fevers, 
lost her sense of smell 
and taste, and developed 
pneumonia. At Holy Fam-
ily Hospital she was never 
placed on a ventilator, as 
many COVID-19 patients 

are, but did need oxygen.
“She raved about her 

care there,” Labrecque 
said of Holy Family.

Robert also had high 
fevers as he battled 
COVID-19, Labrecque said.  

On Monday, she was 
happy to take her mother 
to see her father for the 
outdoor visit at Mary 
Immaculate. 

“She hadn’t seen him in 
four months,” Labrecque 
said. “They are tough. 
They are both very 
tough.” 

While in better health, 
Labrecque said her par-
ents enjoyed celebrat-
ing special occasions by 
taking trips to Foxwoods 
Casino in Connecticut. 

“They like to go and get 
a room there. That was a 
big thing for them,” she 
said. 

Her father, an avid 
hunter and fisherman, 
likes Sam Adams beer, 
oysters and good food, 
while her mother enjoys 
baking, cooking, shopping 
and looking at photos of 
her great-grandchildren. 

“They make her day 
when she talks with them 
or sees videos or photos,” 
Labrecque said. 

She said her father 
was a Shriner in the 
Wilmington chapter and 
played tuba in the group’s 
band. 

“He would go to parades 

and events. ... He prac-
ticed every day and loved 
it,” she said, noting he 
didn’t stop playing until 
his late 80s. 

Grateful her parents 
recovered, Labrecque said 
the past several months 
were difficult due to the 
no-visitation policies 
put in place during the 
pandemic.

She stresses people 

should not become com-
placent about the corona-
virus. And, she said, she 
was pleased to share her 
parents’ story of hope. 

“There is so much nega-
tivity and so much bad 
news. It’s nice for every-
one to hear a good story,” 
Labrecque said. 

Follow staff reporter Jill 
Harmacinski on Twitter @
EagleTribJill. 

COUPLE
 � Continued from Page 1

COURTESY PHOTO
Robert and Edith Buchanan of Andover. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Robert and Edith Buchanan recently marked their 69th 
wedding anniversary after they both survived COVID-19.
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L O C A L

Town Meeting has been 
postponed once again.

In a recently released state-
ment, Town Moderator Sheila 
Doherty announced that the 
meeting, which has already 
been postponed once, will be 
postponed again from July 22 
to Aug. 22. She added she’s 
likely to postpone it again into 
September.

Doherty is solely responsible 
for deciding when Town Meet-
ing should be held, but she 
is required to discuss poten-
tial postponements with the 
Select Board, the director of 
the town’s Board of Health and 
with the town’s public safety 
departments.

In the last Select Board 
meeting, Doherty mentioned 
postponing Town Meeting to 
September for safety reasons.

“Given the ability of a rapid 
spread of the virus, the diffi-
culty of containment, and the 
risk to vulnerable populations 
inherent in public gatherings, 
I have come to the conclusion 
that delaying the annual Town 

Meeting is in the best interest 
of the Town of Andover and its 
citizens,” Doherty wrote.

In the June 22 Select Board 
meeting, Doherty said that spe-
cial legislation enacted after 
Gov. Charlie Baker declared a 
state of emergency resulting 
from the pandemic gives her 
the right to delay Town Meet-
ing if the warrant hasn’t been 
signed or processed yet.

Doherty added that she can 
postpone Town Meeting in 
30-day increments continually 
until 30 days after the emer-
gency declaration has been 
lifted by the governor.

However, in her June 25 
release she said, “Mass Gen-
eral Laws Chapter 39, Sec-
tion 10A, does not give me 
the authority to continue the 
Annual Town Meeting for 
longer than 30 days from the 
posted date of July 22, 2020, 
but I do have the authority to 
issue further continuances, if 
appropriate.”

She added, “I hereby notice 
all of the likelihood of extend-
ing this declaration again on 
August 22, 2020 to a date on or 
about September 12, 2020.”

Town Meeting likely 
to be held Sept. 12

By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@eagletribune.com

YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

LAWRENCE — Greg 
Chastain looked out the 
fifth-floor window and into 
the eyes of two baby hawks 

nesting on 
an air condi-
tioner. They 
tilted their 
fluffy heads.

A month 
later, anyone 
below and 
peering up 
from Union 
Street might 

have seen the same hawks 
hopping and flapping their 
wings like crazy, getting 
ready for their do-or-die 
maiden flights. 

From mid-March to mid-
June the red-tailed hawks 
went from speckled eggs 
to downy chicks to serious 
birds of prey perched 50 feet 
high on the Everett Mills.

Chastain, founder of 
Voices of Hope, a musical 
theater group that raises 
money for cancer research, 
photographed the hawks 
from inside his fifth-floor 
studio from which he runs 
the nonprofit, tracking their 
rapid transformation.

He shared images online 
with Voices of Hope’s 200 
members, many of whom 
were sheltering in place and 
eager for updates on the 
chicks’ progress.

The group named the 
chicks Charity and Virtue 
— and their brassy mom, 
Reno — after characters in 
“Anything Goes,” the show 
they were producing until 
COVID-19 shut it down.

They welcomed the close-
up images: Reno feeding 
rats, mice and pigeons to 
Charity and Virtue; Reno 
covering her young ones. 
The pictures brought the 
distant cast and crew closer.

At a time when people 
were stuck in their homes, 
birds in a nest showed 
togetherness begetting sur-
vival, Chastain said. 

“It was ironic,” he said.
Even more ironic was the 

hawks’ choice of a nesting 
spot.

Of all the places for the 
birds to have built a home 
at the immense brick mills, 
they did so outside Chas-
tain’s studio — nicknamed 
“The Nest.”

Voices of Hope’s emblem 
is a cardinal. Chastain has 
a cardinal tattoo below 
his wrist in memory of his 
mom, who in 2009 died of 
pancreatic cancer — and for 
whom Chastain founded the 
nonprofit.

In the last few weeks of 
her life, she and her son 
talked a lot about a pair of 
cardinals that had nested 
outside her home in rural 
Indiana.

Dedicated to family
Nature is as enchanting as 

it is unforgiving. Only 15% 
of red-tailed hawks survive 
their first year, says Marla 
Isaac, an educator and 
rehabilitator for the Mas-
sachusetts Raptor Center in 
Taunton.

Baby hawks, called eyas, 
are vulnerable to starvation, 
falls, and predation, includ-
ing by hungry owls and rac-
coons, she said.

Females, which are about 
25 percent bigger than 
males, mate with their part-
ners for life. In the wild a 
red-tail lives 10 to 15 years. 
But Isaac, a master falconer, 
has a hawk named Moe that 
is 30 years old.

Red-tails rebounded from 
persecution by farmers in 
the early part of the 20th 
century and from pesticides 
such as DDT at mid-century, 
said Joan Walsh, head 
of ornithology for Mass 
Audubon.

Different varieties of red-
tailed hawks live through-
out the United States. They 
have adapted well to subur-
bia, are dedicated to their 
young, and are eminently 
watchable, soaring in grand 
circles or perching in trees 
or on light poles.

“They are fabulous birds,” 
said Walsh. “They are basi-
cally ubiquitous in Mass, 
wall to wall. They are part 
of the Mass story, one of our 
totem birds.” 

Lawrence Conservation 
Commissioner Tennis Lily 
says the city offers rich 
opportunities for observing 
raptors and other birds in 
parks and on mill buildings, 
which can act like a natural 
setting for hawks.

“The brick sides are like 
cliffs and the street is a can-
yon,” he said.

A spectacle to observe
Parishioners at Holy 

Rosary Church, including 
Susan and Thomas Witham, 
were watching the hawks 
earlier this month.

The church parking lot 
is directly across the street 
from the section of mill 
where the hawks were nest-
ing. The adults would perch 
on the church.

Chastain said he didn’t 
see the father hawk very 
often. The mother was a 
much more regular pres-
ence, hunting nearby. 

About a month out of their 
eggs the chicks underwent a 
dramatic change in appear-
ance. Within a week it 
looked like they had slipped 
helmets on their downy 
heads, changed into hawks 
with dark heads and pen-
etrating gazes.

Irving Cruz, who works 
at Holy Rosary, and his dad, 
who lives across the street 

at St. Alfio’s Villa, watched 
the hawks for months. They 
became a regular topic of 
conversation between he 
and his father.  

One day, Irving came out 
of work and saw a raccoon 
in a tree along Union Street 
looking up. One of the 
hawks in the nest looked 
down at the raccoon. They 
were locked in a stare down.

“Oh, this is going to be 
a fight,” Cruz thought. It’s 
unclear if it was one of the 
young hawks or the mother 
that was engaged in the 
staring contest. In any 
event, the instinctual mortal 
enemies averted combat.

Chastain said the mother 
hawk, Reno Sweeney, was 
fiercely protective of her 
young.

One day when he was in 
his studio, cleaning, and 
looked out the window 

to come face to face with 
Reno.

She lifted her yellow tal-
ons and threw them against 
the glass, scratching franti-
cally at his face.

Chastain was glad for the 
barrier.

In early June, Charity and 
Virtue would perch at the 
edge of the nest, looking 
out on the city, opening and 
closing their wings.

In mid-June, one of the 
young hawks flew off. The 
other hawk followed suit a 
week or so later.

The hawks are likely 
perched elsewhere, their 
parents teaching them 
to hunt, Walsh said. The 
parents remain with their 
young until fall. Many 
red-tail hawks migrate 
in autumn, riding the air-
waves south to places like 
Jamaica.

They return in late winter.
Chastain plans to build a 

wooden platform above the 
air conditioner in case the 
hawks come back next year 
to raise another family.

Nesting during lockdown
Red-tailed hawks raise young at Everett Mills

By terry Date

tdate@andovertownsman.com

Courtesy photo
Two baby hawks nest outside a fifth-floor studio at the 
Everett Mills in Lawrence.

Greg Chastain
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(978) 475-2200
68 Main St., andover, Ma
pcaruso@carusoandcaruso.com
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Protect Your Assets

Protect Yourself
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FAMILY WILL ISSUES

SALEM
Rt. 28

603-893-9131
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603-612-0087
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FREE 
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SEE OUR GREAT 
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Credit approval required

CONCORD
350 Loudon Rd. 
603-224-8526
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603-539-2887
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BARONSMAJORBRANDS.COM

EXTRA DISCOUNTS AND REBATES STOREWIDE!

JULY 4TH SAVINGS EVENT!

Quality Family 
and 

Cosmetic Dentistry

Presenting the Dental Hygiene 
Team at Premier Dental Concepts 
in Andover. Rosalie and Lisa 
are happy to provide you with 
professional, caring and efficient 
care. Let them help you get and 
maintain healthy teeth and gums 
for your lifetimes.

Call for an appointment today 1-978-475-1030

Visit us on our website www.myandoverdentist
Conveniently located in Shawsheen Village, Rt 28. 

Dental cleanings, Exams, Fillings, Crowns, Bridges, Implants. 

Free Consultations And Second Opinions. 
Most Dental Plans Accepted, Care Credit Financing 

and In-House Discount Plan*

 Peter Wojtkun, DMD/ Kathy Sendek, DMD
*call for details

Rosalie Lisa
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Editor, Townsman:
A new format of the Town 

Meeting needs to happen 
this year.

First, essential workers 
who work second shifts or 
evenings in grocery stores, 
pharmacies, police and fire 
departments, nursing homes 
and hospitals cannot partici-
pate. Instead of signs saying, 
“We salute you,” let’s put it 
into practice and give them 
the opportunity to vote on 
the town articles.

Second, our citizens who 
are over 65, especially those 
over 80, have underlying 
conditions and/or live with 
these populations may not 
risk want to catching the 
coronavirus.

Even an outdoor meeting 
is dangerous.

Finally, 2,367 citizens voted 
in the town election on June 
9, despite the pandemic. 
Many of us used absentee 
ballots.

Only 536 people attended 
the 2019 Town Meeting.

Clearly Andover citizens 
care about their town dur-
ing a pandemic, however it 
is difficult to participate in 
the Town Meeting during a 
healthy year.

Gathering the citizens 
of Andover at the same 
time and in the same place 

endangers some citizens 
and excludes some essential 
workers.

With the new challenges 
that face Andover now, it 
is essential to have a Town 
Meeting format that allows 
all of us to participate.

KATHLEEN GRANT
Andover 

Editor, Townsman:
I was astonished by the 

headline on the front page 
of the June 25 Townsman: 
“Now we can breath again,” 
the misspelling of “breathe” 
aside.

Featuring that line, given 
the “I can’t breathe” rallying 
cry that echoes nationwide 
in protest of police brutal-
ity against African-Amer-
icans, was insensible and 
irresponsible. And, while I 
understand that the quote 
represents the relief of local 
restaurant owners regard-
ing the resurgence of busi-
ness due to outdoor dining, 
it was tone deaf to feature as 
a headline.

The New York Times 
recently published an article 
entitled, “Three Words. 70 
Cases. The Tragic History of 
‘I Can’t Breathe.’” The piece 
goes on to report that over 
the past decade, at least 
70 people have died in law 

enforcement custody after 
uttering the words: “I can’t 
breathe.”

The dead ranged in age 
from 19 to 65. The majority 
were stopped or held over 
nonviolent infractions, calls 
about suspicious behavior or 
concerns regarding mental 
health. Over half were black.

Now, I am not saying that 
use of the word “breathe” in 
a headline should be forbid-
den forever. I am suggesting, 
however, that we recognize 
that in addition to being 
part of a small town of pri-
marily white citizens here in 
Andover, we are also part of 
a much larger, more diverse 
national community that is 
being actively and ardently 
called to recognize that 
black lives matter.

The words we use to report 
the news matter, too.

MARTA STIGLIN
Andover 

Editor, Townsman:
We have lived in Andover 

for over 40 years and raised 
our children here. In all 
those years our interaction 
with the Andover police 
(considering our kids tra-
versed their teenage years 
here) has been respectful 
and courteous.

But we all live in a larger 
America, as well, where 
police action has been 
abominable and criminal. 
Innocent Black men, women 
and children are being killed 
with impunity on a regular 
basis.

Black residents in Andover 
cannot get their mail in their 
own home without being 
accosted by an employee of 
the Fire Department. None 
of us can feel safe until all of 
us feel safe.

We have a new American 
majority made up of people 
of color, millennials, Gen Z, 
socially moderates and pro-
gressives. We want reform 
in policing.

In that light I would like 
to know what the town of 
Andover is thinking about 
the way its Police Depart-
ment functions. What kind 
of services are our tax dol-
lars supporting within the 
department? What is our 
position regarding reducing 
police presence and instead 
strengthening social ser-
vices for the youth, for those 
dealing with mental health 
issues, domestic violence 
and elder care?

What initiative is the town 
making to ensure residents 
feel welcome and safe from 
harassment at schools, at 
businesses, on the streets 
and in their homes?

CHAMPA BILWAKESH
Andover

Opinion

Letters to the editor

WEB QUESTION
Should schools pause MCAS for four years?
The state’s largest teachers union is lead-

ing a push for a four-year freeze on MCAS, 
the standardized tests given to students in 
grades 3 to 8, and which 10th graders must 
pass in order to graduate. The state got a 
waiver on testing requirements for gradua-
tion from the U.S. Department of Education 
this spring. This proposal seek to extend that 
and suspend all MCAS testing another four 
years.

Do you think putting MCAS on hiatus is a 
good idea?

DELAY IT: The Massachusetts Teachers 

Association rightly argues that MCAS will 
distract from the time, money and attention 
needed to upgrade classroom learning, espe-
cially as schools decide how best to mix in-
person and remote teaching. No one needs 
MCAS during a pandemic.

MEASUREMENT NEEDED: When is a standard-
ized test ever convenient? The point of MCAS 
is to give school districts, state leaders and 
parents tools to measure what students know 
and how well schools are doing in teaching 
them. Any alternative to that will be flimsy. 
This is no time to freeze MCAS.

Last week’s question

Can we lose the masks already?
We’ve been masked for months now. Under 

Gov. Charlie Baker’s current order, we’re sup-
posed to wear masks if we cannot keep at 
least 6 feet of separation with other people. 
And, to enter stores, masks are required. But 
not everyone seems to wear one, and other 
states are not nearly as strident in enforcing 
this measure to prevent the spread of COVID-
19. Is it time for Massachusetts to ease up?

NO MORE MASKS: If you want to wear a mask 
to keep from getting COVID-19, that’s your 
choice. But with the state’s case numbers flat-
tened, why should this be forced on the rest 

of us? (25 votes)
KEEP THEM ON: Numbers of COVID-19 cases 

and deaths in Massachusetts have gone down 
for a reason, and with case numbers going 
up in other parts of the country, this isn’t 
the time to ease up. Besides, masks don’t 
just protect you, they help prevent you from 
infecting other people. (40 votes)

MASKS AND MORE: Not only should we all 
wear masks in close company, and in indoor 
public spaces, we should fine those who don’t 
comply. If you’re not wearing a mask at this 
point, it’s a matter of rebellion that endan-
gers other people. (31 votes)

The final chapter of Columbia Gas of Massachusetts 
is being punctuated by dollar signs.

The utility, in the process of being sold to Eversource 
for $1.1 billion, continues to pay out fines and settle-
ments in the long shadow of its September 2018 disaster 
in the Merrimack Valley.

Attorney General Maura Healey last week announced 
a $56 million agreement in which Columbia Gas will 
wipe out debt of about 28,000 low-income customers 
and fund energy efficiency programs, among other ini-
tiatives. That followed closely a judge’s sign-off on the 
company’s plea to having violated the federal pipeline 
safety law — which came with a $53 million fine.

And, about a month ago, the first checks in the com-
pany’s $143 million settlement of a class-action lawsuit 
were cut to residents of Andover, North Andover and 
Lawrence directly affected by the gas disaster.

The total cost of the disaster to NiSource, the energy 
company now it the process of selling off its Columbia 
Gas of Massachusetts subsidiary, is estimated at more 
than $1.6 billion once all the repairs, replacements and 
legal fees are tallied.

Yet, despite waves of money emanating from the com-
pany, when it turns over its local operation by Nov. 1, in 
line with the terms of its plea agreement, the system it 
hands over won’t be without problems. There are 1,946 
of them, to be exact.

That’s the number of gas leaks, small to large, spread 
throughout the company’s operation in the state as of 
the end of 2019, according to a recent report by the 
Home Energy Efficiency Team. For all of the money 
Columbia Gas has spent of late, and all the work to 
upgrade its systems in the gas disaster’s aftermath, its 
infrastructure remains inherently flawed.

That’s the nature of natural gas, to be sure. Cycles 
of freeze and thaw, affecting not just gas lines but the 
water and soil that surround them, tighten and loosen 
the pressure on what are, in some cases, antique pipes. 
Cracks emerge. Gas lines break.

The study, which drew upon data reported by the 
state’s utilities, pointed to 15,728 leaks in gas lines 
throughout the state at the end of last year. Most were 
of the “Grade 3” variety, not considered an imminent 
danger.

Still, no gas leak is good. Said Audrey Schulman, 
president of the Cambridge group that wrote the report: 
“Gas leaks are potentially explosive, kill trees, harm 
human health and release destructive greenhouse gas.” 
They threaten the safety of the environment and people. 
And there were, on average, 45 to be found in each city 
and town in Massachusetts at the end of 2019.

Andover had 54 at the end of the year, Lawrence had 
97 and North Andover had 38.

The state requires its utilities to monitor the leaks 
and repair the most serious ones. Columbia Gas fixed 
2,604 last year — nearly one-quarter of all the repairs 
reported by the state’s seven natural gas utilities. But 
as Sen. Barry Finegold, D-Andover, says, the number 
left to be fixed is “way too many.”

The Merrimack Valley gas disaster, which illustrates 
more seriously than anything the dangers of natural 
gas, with a teenage boy dead and 19 civilians injured, 
was not caused by one of these many leaks. The disas-
trous over-pressurization of gas lines in September 2018 
stemmed from failures of record keeping, engineering 
and adequate safety protocols around a work site in 
Lawrence.

And, to Healey’s credit, her agreement with Colum-
bia Gas requires its successor, Eversource, to hire a 
consultant to prepare a “decarbonization analysis” in a 
step toward the state’s overall goals of reducing green-
house gas emissions. The attorney general’s settlement 
extracts commitments that the company will continue, 
and expand upon, efficiency programs.

The owner of the gas system, at the end of the day, 
will be focused ironically on reducing overall depen-
dence on natural gas.

But the state’s gas infrastructure will remain rickety, 
leaky and woefully inadequate.

Four months from now, even after the entity known 
as Columbia Gas of Massachusetts is no more, the state 
must keep up its intense focus on its gas utilities and 
force them to speed repairs of these broken pipes.

Fixing a broken 
system

Time to reconsider 
the format of 
Town Meeting

Headline was 
insensitive in 
choice of words

How is Andover 
rethinking its 
approach to policing? 

 Ironstone farm, on Low-
ell Street, was established 
in 1960 to breed and train 
thoroughbred horses. In 
the 1970s, owner Richard 
Donovan began hosting 
children with disabilities 
on field trips.

Donovan’s act of com-
munity service evolved 
into a thriving horse ther-
apy program that helps 
many children and adults, 
myself included.

It’s difficult to explain 
the benefits of horse 
therapy in only a few 
words. Basically, the 
horse’s movement mimics 
the natural movement of a 
human body. The horse’s 
movement can help the 
rider’s muscles relax, 
improve their balance and 
strengthen their core.

I progressed from hav-
ing two people hold me on 
the horse to riding with 

complete independence. 
Along the way, I had 

a whole lot of fun and 
met a lot of horses with 
unique personalities. One 
horse, Sister, ate a chunk 
of fence while I was on 
horseback. My favorite 
horse, Jody, used to cheat 
at “red light, green light”. 
He came from out west, 
and I swear he was a bar-
rel racer.

Ironstone is now pro-
viding therapy programs 
for senior citizens coping 
with dementia, cancer 
survivors as well as mili-
tary veterans who are suf-
fering from post-traumatic 
stress, homelessness and 
substance abuse.

Donovan’s old house 
is being converted into a 
dormitory for veterans to 
stay in while on retreat.

Horses mirror the emo-
tions and feelings of the 
people with whom they 
interact. A horse provides 
the person with immedi-
ate feedback on how their 
emotions affect other 
people.

Involving veterans in 
farm life will allow them 
to discover a new purpose. 
The veterans can help 
other therapy students, 
work in the garden or help 
train a new foal.

Ironstone has changed 
since I started riding. 
Initially there were no 
indoor riding facilities. 
There were two outdoor 
rings, white and red, that 
were named according 
to the color of the fence. 
Some classes were held in 
the unfenced space where 
the big arena now stands.

There was also a rid-
ing trail in the vicinity of 
the modern day paddock. 
I remember a rooster 
named Lance, a nasty 
farm goose and a goat 
named Hershey. The don-
keys are no longer allowed 
to roam the property 
at will, thanks to some 
notoriety.

I’ve had many wonderful 
instructors, especially the 
late Barbara DeNitto.

When I was riding 
at Ironstone, we had a 
Father’s Day show every 
year. Every rider got to 
participate in two events. 
There was a rock skipping 
contest for the fathers. 
The celebration started 
off with a bugle, as though 
we were riding to the 
hunt. Recently, the farm 
has been celebrating the 
Kentucky Derby by having 
a race for the humans.  All 
proceeds benefit the farm.

I was fortunate to 

participate in Special 
Olympics. I competed in 
the drill team, which is a 
series of choreographed 
maneuvers set to music. 
It didn’t make much sense 
until I watched another 
group from the edge of the 
hill. 

Over the years, Iron-
stone has built two indoor 
arenas and acquired two 
houses that abut the origi-
nal property. The small 
arena, built in 1993, is now 
a therapy building. I rode 
horses inside there and 
had just enough room to 
trot for a few strides. The 
larger arena, measuring 
80 feet by 200 feet, opened 
in 2007.

One of the houses is 
now an arts and education 
center. This “clubhouse” 
is a place where younger 
children can create art, 
make music and act in 
theater before exploring 
the outdoor activities that 
Ironstone has to offer.

Ironstone relies on sup-
port from donations and 
charitable foundations. 
Nobody is turned away 
because they are unable 
to pay.

To find out more about 
the farm visit www.iron-
stonefarm.org.

Ironstone Farm: Horse therapy 
benefits a growing number of people  

Doug Cooper
Andover Center for 
History & Culture
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YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

L O C A L

ANDOVER —  It didn’t 
take a thunderstorm to 
bring rainbows to Andover 
on Sunday.

Banners, flags and color-
c o o r d i n a t e d  b a l l o o n s 
adorned the 51 or so cars 
that took part in South 
Church’s Pride Car Parade. 
The parade kicked off at 
noon from South Church and 
made its way down Central 
Street, then Main and Phil-
lips streets before ending.

Eileen Forgue, a member 
of South Church’s Pride 
Committee, came up with 
the idea to hold a local car 
parade for Pride Month 
after the Boston parade 
was cancelled.

“As a committee we were 
trying to come up with 
events to celebrate Pride 
Month,” she said. “And 
knowing that the Boston 
parade got cancelled there 
were so many of these 
drive-by birthday parades 
going on I was like, ‘Why 
can’t we do one?’”

After approaching Town 
Manager Andrew Flanagan 
and the Andover police, 
Forgue gained permission 
to put on the parade.

“They were  equal ly 
enthusiastic about mak-
ing something happen,” 
Forgue said. “And we had 
incredible support from 
the Andover Police Depart-
ment. Officer Edgerly and I 
were back and forth a few 
weeks before the event just 
discussing what would be 
a good route and where we 
would line up cars. And the 
officers that assisted were 
very, very helpful.”

It wasn’t just locals who 
took part. Two New York-
ers joined, as well.

“There were a couple 
guys from New York that 
jumped into the parade,” 

Forgue said. “They just hap-
pened to be in town appar-
ently. They jumped into 
the parade on Main Street 
somewhere.”

Forgue said it went so well 
this year that South Church 

plans on holding one again.
“Even if Pride is allowed 

to happen depending on 
where we are in the pan-
demic, I think it would be 
good to do it again,” she 
said.

South Church Pride Parade begins a tradition
By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman.com

COURTESY PHOTOS
This minivan decked out in rainbows took part in South Church’s Pride Car Parade Sunday in 
Andover.

Linda and Joe Corriveau show their support for Pride Month 
outside their car at South Church’s Pride Car Parade, which 
took place on Sunday in Andover.

The cars 
were lined up 
and ready to 
go at South 
Church’s Pride 
Car Parade, 
which took 
place Sunday in 
Andover.

“ Even if Pride is allowed to happen 
depending on where we are in the pandemic, 

I think it would be good to do it again.”Eileen Forgue, a member of South 
Church’s Pride Committee
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We have been servicing customers for more 
than 25 years. We maintain your current 
heating, cooling, hot water and plumbing 
systems, and when its time, help you 
choose the best replacement options. 

License# : PC 3532, MP-15212

Your Comfort is our Business!

SERVICES:
• INSTALLATIONS 
• AIR CONDITIONING
• BOILERS 
• FURNACES 
• HEAT PUMPS 

• HOT WATER HEATERS 
• ON-DEMAND SYSTEMS 
• GAS PIPING 
• PLUMBING

91 Belmont St North Andover, MA 01845 
www.caIlahanac.com 978-689-9233*To be eligible, a residency agreement is required to be signed by July 15th, 2020.

One Nichols Way, Groveland, MA 01834  ◆ Nichols-Village.com

Your Future is BrightYour Future is Bright

Pristine, contemporary kitchens.

Sparkling new heated pool.Roomy new tavern.

Create your own sanctuary.

A Bright Future Awaits You at Nichols Village
Call 978-372-3930

This is Your Golden Opportunity!
Receive $1,000 Toward 
Your Moving Expenses*

Residential & Commercial Cleaning 

Soft-Wash Roof Cleaning Starting at $99!
Pool Deck & Patio Cleaning Starting at $99!

Exterior House Cleaning Starting at $199!
Outside patios & bars, Concrete Cleaning, 

Restaurants, Drive-Thrus, Warehouse Cleaning

Walkways, Dumpster Areas, Awnings, 

Parking lots & Garages

Serving Massachusetts, 
Southern NH, Southern Maine.

PRESSURE WASHING

2019 SPRING SPECIALS

WWW.PORTCITYPRESSUREWASH.COM 

978-360-9473 | 978-572-2252
INFO@PORTCITYPRESSUREWASH.COM

Serving Massachusetts, Southern NH

and Southern Maine

2020 SPRING SPECIALS

Small jobs to 
big jobs.

Insured.

Free Estimates.

References.

Call MIKE
603-890-1122

MD’S 
HOME 

REPAIR

• Remodeling
• Repairs
• Painting
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ANDOVER TOWNSMAN OBITUARIES 
Obituaries in the Andover Townsman are paid notices.

To place an obituary, please visit andovertownsman.com/
submitobit. Call 1-800-681-6248 if you have any questions.

  �OBITUARIES 

OB I T UA R I E S / L O C A L

The following passages 
are taken from past edi-
tions of the Townsman.

100 years ago — July 16, 
1920

About 40 boys between 
the ages of 12 and 15 are 
now enjoying the privi-
leges of Camp Andover at 
Pomp’s Pond. Although 
there have been boys and 
girls from Boston camp-
ing at the pond before, this 
year’s camp is a larger 
and more fully organized 
movement backed by five 
Congregational churches 
of Boston.

Through the generosity 
of William M. Wood, the 
Smith Mansion in Shaw-
sheen Village has been 
placed at the disposal of 
the Cosmopolitan Club of 
the American Woolen Com-
pany and it was opened 
Monday as a vacation rest 
home for aged women who 
are valued employees of 
the company. The Smith 
Mansion was purchased 
several years ago by Mr. 
Wood. During the tempo-
rary industrial shut-down, 
many women will have the 
opportunity to enjoy the 
comfortable house and spa-
cious grounds where much 
will be done to make them 
comfortable and happy. A 
total of 35 women will stay 
from two to three weeks, 
depending on the needs of 
the individual women.

75 years ago — July 12, 1945
Mr. and Mrs. George H. 

Burridge of Bancroft Road 
were officially notified last 
week that their son, who 
had been held as a prisoner 
of war by the Japanese mil-
itary authorities, was listed 
as having been killed in the 
Pacific on October 24, 1944, 
when the ship on which he 
was being transported was 
sunk. Chief Radioman Bur-
ridge enlisted in the Navy 
on June 26,1934, and had 
not seen his parents for 
11 years. He was on duty 
in the Manila Bay area 
as a radio operator in a 

high-powered station when 
captured by the Japanese.

The annual boxing bouts 
will be held at the Play-
stead on Friday evening. 
All boys who wish to par-
ticipate are requested to 
give their names to one of 
the playground leaders.

Word has come from Bos-
ton and Washington that 
in view of the successful 
achievement of Andover 
in the Seventh War Loan, a 
vessel to be designated as 
the Andover Ship is in the 
process of being built, the 
hull already having been 
created at the Boston Navy 
Yard. It is expected that 
colorful ceremonies will 
take place at the launch-
ing of this ship, around the 
first of October.

50 years ago — July 16, 1970
The Central fire station 

will become a youth drop-in 
center when the firefight-
ers move out. The select-
men Monday night gave 
permission for such use 
on a temporary basis after 
presentation of the pro-
posal by Recreation Direc-
tor Leslie Bartow, who told 
the board his department 
had been looking for such a 
facility for some time.

On June 27, Joshua L. 
Miner, president of Outward 
Bound Inc., was honored by 
the American Academy of 
Achievement with its high-
est award to an Andover 
educator. The honor was 
bestowed on Miner for his 
work in establishing the 
national experiential educa-
tional school system known 
as Outward Bound.

Some opposition was 
registered before the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals last 
Thursday night to a peti-
tion by the Andover Lodge 
of Elks for a special permit 
to use Fieldstone’s res-
taurant as a private, non-
profit clubhouse. The Elks, 
now located in the rear of 
a building on Park Street, 
plan to use the Fieldstone’s 
building as their quarters.

All Those YeArs Ago Andover police log from 
June 27 to July 3

JUNE 27

Andover Police assisted 
State Police with a reported 
hit-and-run crash on Route 
133. The vehicle was found 
at 111 Greenwood Road with 
heavy passenger-side dam-
age. One person was taken 
to the State Police barracks 
and another person was 
picked up.

Police Sgt. Richard Crim-
mins reported at 1:51 a.m. 
that a silver Chevy pick-up 
truck failed to stop for a 
speeding infraction. Min-
utes later a 911 call came in 
from 124 Bellevue Road that 
a truck had crashed into the 
home then took off toward 
Tewksbury. The building 
inspector was called to look 
at the building. Tewksbury 
police called to report they 
found a totaled Chevy pick-
up truck at 539 Kendall 
Road.

JUNE 29

A resident reported at 5:54 
p.m. that a red-tailed hawk 
appeared to be injured in 
her yard on Sagamore Drive. 
The Animal Control officer 
was consulted and said it 
was a young hawk learning 
how to fly and had gone back 
into the woods.

A Scotland Drive man said 

he mistakenly dialed 911 at 
9:38 p.m. while he was try-
ing to shut off his daughter’s 
phone.

JUNE 30

Philip Menihtas, 20, of 1103 
Foxwood Circle, Peabody, 
was arrested at 4:59 a.m. on 
Holly Terrace and charged 
with operating under the 
influence of liquor, destruc-
tion of property worth more 
than $1,200 and negligent 
operation of a motor vehi-
cle. There were no injuries 
in the accident.

At 8:21 a.m., a 911 caller 
reported a suspicious bag 
inside the bandstand at The 
Park off Bartlet Street. Police 
investigated and found it was 
a bag of discarded, stuffed 
animals. Corduroy may have 
been among them.

A woman on Sugarbush 
Lane reported at 12:26 p.m. 
that a snapping turtle had 
somehow made it into her 
fenced yard and she needed 
help removing it. Police said 
it was a snap for the turtle to 
get through the fence on its 
own.

A resident of Rattlesnake 
Hill Road called police to say 
there was a sick turkey lying 
on its back at their back 
door. Police said the turkey 
was able to run off into the 
woods again and it was just 
taking a rest.

Someone stole a Trump/
Pence sign from the front 
yard of a home on Haverhill 
Street, a man reported at 
6:33 p.m. He said the per-
son pulled up in front of his 
house, grabbed the sign and 
drove off in a gray Volkswa-
gen Jetta. It took a left and 
was last seen heading east-
bound on Route 133.

JULY 1

A caller from North Street 
reported at 8:21 p.m. that 
there was a drone hover-
ing over her home. She said 
it comes from behind their 
house. Police checked but 
couldn’t find it.

A woman on Railroad 
Street reported at 10:21 p.m. 
that she was “petrified” by 
a rat in her Railroad Street 
apartment. Police said the 
office management company 
was en route to handle the 
errant rodent.

JULY 2

A caller reported at 9:56 
a.m. that there was traffic 
built up from the food distri-
bution center at the school 
on Shawsheen Road. An offi-
cer was sent to the scene to 
divert traffic.

A caller reported at 4:23 
p.m. that a black BMW 
went up on the curbing on 
Walnut Avenue then con-
tinued toward North Main 

Street with four flat tires. 
The vehicle was found in 
North Andover where police 
checked on the driver.

JULY 3

Nicholas Zucconi, 38, 
of 11 Mill Lane, Hampton 
Falls, N.H., was arrested 
on a warrant after he was 
reported staggering around 
Haverhill Street. A caller 
said he appeared disoriented 
and possibly under the influ-
ence. He was taken to Law-
rence General Hospital for 
a check-up. A female was 
also taken to the hospital 
voluntarily.

An employee of the CVS on 
Main Street called to report 
a male had just left the store 
without paying for two bags 
of items, including deodor-
ant and possibly hair prod-
ucts. He was described as 
being in his 40s with a pony 
tail and wearing a striped 
shirt with long sleeves.

A woman said she was 
fishing on the Shawsheen 
River at the end of the Pole 
Hill Trail near the rail-
road tracks around 9:39 
p.m. when a man dragging 
a tarp ran toward her. He 
was described as a thin, 
white male in his late 20s 
with a gray hoodie. Officers 
checked the area but could 
not find the man or his tarp.

– Compiled by Bill Kirk 
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Editor’s Note:
Owing to the COVID-19 

situation, many events have 
been postponed or resched-
uled, which has been noted 
where possible. It is rec-
ommended that potential 
attendees contact the event 
hosts directly to determine if 
the event will take place. In 
addition, many organizations 
have been scheduling virtual 
events and webinars, which 
are included below.

JULY 15

LAWRENCE — Merrimack 
Va l l e y  C h a m b e r  o f 

Commerce Annual Virtual 
Energy Conference  with 
Massachusetts Energy Sec-
retary Kathleen Theoha-
rides, 10 to 11 a.m. Includes 
informative energy panel. 
Free; optional $5 dona-
tion appreciated. For more 
information, visit  web.
merrimackvalleychamber.
com/events/MVCC-Annual-
Virtual-Energy-Conference-
WMA-Energy-Secretary-
Kathleen-Theoharides-5015/
details

JULY 22

HAVERHILL  —  Lunch 

with the Merrimack Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce, 
noon to 1:15 p.m. at Maria’s 
Family Restaurant, 81 Essex 
St. Cost for member, $20; 
nonmembers, $30. For more 
information, visit  web.
merrimackvalleychamber.
com/events/Lunch-with-
the-MVCC-at-Marias-
Family-Restaurant-5016/
details

JULY 27

ANDOVER — Merrimack 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Golf-Auction 
Spectacular, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

at Indian Ridge Country 
Club, 73 Lovejoy Road. Auc-
tion donations appreciated, 
sponsorships available.

 Individual golfer: $195; 
foursome, $780; sponsor-
ships available. For more 
information, call 978-686-
0900 or visit  web.merri-
mackvalleychamber.com/
events/MVCC-Annual-Golf-
Tournament-at-Indian-
Ridge-Country-Club-5014/
details

Have an item for the Busi-
ness Planner? Email it to 
news@andovertownsman.
com.

  �UPCOMING BUSINESS EVENTS, WORKSHOPS

HAVERHILL, MA —  A 
story to begin a friendship.  
Originally from No. Andover. 
Served two tours in Vietnam.  

What do you mean “we lost.”
He will be missed.
ARRANGEMENTS: Services to 

occur at a later date.

Charles Ernest Wilson, 74
February 23, 1946 - June 5, 2020

ANDOVER —  William Mc-
Garry, 73, of Andover, MA, 
passed away peacefully on 
June 30th due to complica-
tions from a brain aneurysm.

William was born on Octo-
ber 9th, 1946, to Margaret and 
John McGarry in Brooklyn, 
NY. He grew up in Rutland, 
Vermont, and graduated from 
Lyndon State College in 1968 
where he was a sprinter on 
the track team. He worked 
as a Quality Control Special-
ist for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in Boston and 
Lawrence, MA.

He married Penelope (Tan-
ionos) McGarry in 1972 and 
they have two children, Mela-
nie and Mark, and four grand-
children.

William enjoyed spending 
time outdoors with his chil-
dren and grandchildren, run-
ning, passionately rooting his 
Boston sports teams. He had a 
wonderful sense of humor and 
was loving and compassionate 
with everyone he met.

William was predeceased 
by his parents, John McGarry 
and Margaret and Vincent 
Chiriaco. He is survived by 
his wife, Penelope; his sister, 
Mary Joan and her husband 
Michael Morris of Andover; 
his brothers, John McGarry 
and his wife Patricia of North 
Andover; and David Chiriaco 
and his wife Svenja of Safety 
Harbor, FL; his two children, 
Melanie and her husband 
Mark Cutler of Andover; and 
Mark and his wife Elizabeth 
of Boston; and his four grand-
children, Emmie and Sophia 
Cutler and Mikael and Kieren 
McGarry. He also left many 

nieces, nephews, grandnieces, 
and grandnephews as well as 
a great grand nephew.

ARRANGEMENTS: Please join 
us in the celebration of Wil-
liam’s life.  Calling hours will be 
on Tuesday, July 7th at the Conte 
Funeral Home located at 28 Flor-
ence Street in Andover, MA, from 
10am to 12pm.  The interment will 
be on Thursday, July 9th at the 
Spring Grove Cemetery located at 
5 Spring Grove Road in Andover, 
MA, at  10 am. All attendees will 
be asked to wear a face covering 
during the service and maintain 
social distancing practices.  For 
online condolences please visit 
www.contefuneralhomes.com

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the American Founda-
tion for the Blind, www.afb.com.

William McGarry, 73
October 9, 1946 - June 30, 2020 GLENDALE HEIGHTS, IL 

—  Joseph “Joe” Emilio Iar-
robino died unexpectedly at 
home on June 25th in Glendale 
Heights Illinois at the age of 
48.

He was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa. and lived in Cinnaminson, 
N.J. and Hudson, Ohio before 
moving to Andover, in the 5th 
grade. He graduated from An-
dover High School in 1991 and 
went on to continue his edu-
cation at Providence College 
before transferring to Rollins 
College where he graduated 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
1995.

His successful business ca-
reer started in Tampa at the 
duPont REGISTRY, and con-
tinued on in the financial in-
dustry, which ultimately led 
him to settling in the Chicago 
area.

Joe was an accomplished 
three sport athlete at Andover 
High School, where he cap-
tained both the baseball and 
basketball teams, and was 
elected by his peers to serve as 
senior class president. One of 
his biggest joys, along with his 
teammates, was capturing the 
state baseball championship 
in 1991. He continued his base-
ball career at both Providence 
College and Rollins College, 
where he was team captain 
and set several records.

His greatest accomplish-
ment was being a father to 
his three boys whom he loved 
dearly. Joe was an amazing 
father, son, brother, uncle and 
friend. He was an active mem-
ber of AA and loved this com-
munity, who became his fam-
ily support while living away 
from his hometown. He was a 
friend to many, and his smile 
and kind heart will be missed 
by all who knew him.

He is survived by his sons, 
Francis “Frankie”, Daniel 
“Danny” and Joseph “JJ” of 

Wheaton, Illinois; His father, 
Joseph W. Iarrobino of Ando-
ver; His sister and brother-in-
law Jo-Anne and Scott Gibson, 
also of Andover; His brother 
and brother-in-law, Jon Derek 
and Justin Croteau of Weston, 
Vt.; nieces, Emily Gibson and 
her fiance, Jacob Fischer of 
Reading; and Meghan Gibson 
of Andover. He also leaves be-
hind many friends including 
the loving mother of his chil-
dren, Jennifer Dow Iarrobino 
of Wheaton, IL; and girlfriend 
Colleen Connor of Riverside, 
Ill. He was predeceased by his 
mother, Jayne Adele Iarrobino 
with whom he is now resting 
in peace.

 A private service to honor 
Joe will take place in Whea-
ton, Ill. on July 17th and me-
morial services are being 
planned in both Andover and 
Winter Park, Fla. for a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that you make a 
donation to either Iarrobino 
Boys Education Fund, c/o En-
terprise Bank, P.O. Box 631

Andover, MA 01810, or Iar-
robino Children’s Education 
Fund, c/o Glen Ellyn Bank & 
Trust, 357 Roosevelt Rd, Glen 
Ellyn, IL 60137.

Joseph Emilio Iarrobino

ANDOVER, MA —  Kath-
leen passed away peacefully 
in her sleep on July 3, 2020, 
from complications related 
to Diabetes, Covid-19 and Ce-
rebral Amyloid Angiopathy. 
Kathleen Mary Murphy was 
born in Cambridge to John J. 
Murphy and Eileen (Morgan) 
Murphy. At an early age she 
moved with her parents to 
Watertown. Kathy attended 
Matignon High School and 
then Boston College where 
she received a Bachelor’s de-
gree. After college she served 
in VISTA and helped to start a 
day care center in New Hamp-
shire. It was this experience 
that inspired her to get her 
Master’s degree in Education 
from Boston University and 
to devote her life to the edu-
cation of young children. Af-
ter several jobs in her chosen 
field, Kathy completed her ca-
reer by starting the program 
at Triton Regional School 
District and then serving 27 
years there as Coordinator of 
Early Childhood Education. 
She spent several years vol-
unteering to do accreditation 
surveys for the National As-
sociation for the Education of 
Young Children.

In 1974 she married John 
P. Hess in a ceremony at Bos-
ton College. In their vows 
they promised to “grow old 
together in the company of 
friends”. Her friends were ev-
erything to her. Immediately 
after the wedding they moved 
to Andover, MA, where they 
lived together and raised two 
sons. Kathy was very active 
in the community, volunteer-
ing and serving on numerous 
boards, including the League 
of Women Voters, Andover 
A Better Chance, Town-wide 
PTO, Friends of Memorial 
Hall Library, and the Andover 
Garden Club. She was also a 
founding member of the An-
dover Youth Council. As an 
avid reader, she enjoyed sort-
ing books and working at the 
Friends’ book sales to help 
raise funds for the library. 
She also enjoyed sharing her 
reading as a member of a book 
group. After her retirement 
in 2015, she spent many hours 
volunteering at the Andover 

Thrift Shop where she con-
tinued to make new friends. 
Kathy enjoyed traveling, the-
ater, music, and other activi-
ties but may have been best 
known as a walker – taking 
walks at work with co-work-
ers, in Andover with friends, 
or just around her downtown 
Andover neighborhood. She 
enjoyed looking at the gardens 
and houses on her daily walks.

Kathy is survived by her 
husband and two sons, Pat-
rick M. Hess and his wife Lau-
ren Olerio of South Portland, 
Maine, and Kevin A. Hess and 
his wife Caitlin Kalosky of 
Chicago. She is also survived 
by two grandsons, Finnian 
and Dominic, and two sisters-
in-law, Martha Hess Russo 
of Charlotte and Mary Hess 
Gault of Indianapolis.

Kathy’s family would like to 
thank the staffs of Academy 
Manor Nursing Home and 
Kronos Health for their loving 
care as well as all the friends 
who supported her over the 
past year.

ARRANGEMENTS: Funeral Ar-
rangements are with Conte Funeral 
Homes, 28 Florence Street, Ando-
ver.  A celebration of Kathy’s life 
will be held at a later date. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made 
to the Andover Youth Founda-
tion, 40 Whittier Court, Andover; 
Friends of Memorial Hall Library, 
2 North Main Street, Andover; or 
Andover A Better Chance, PO Box 
212, Andover.

To leave on-line condolences, 
please visit www.contefuneral-
homes.com.

Kathleen Murphy Hess, 71
August 25, 1948 - July 3, 2020

Please recycle this newspaper.
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ST. JUDE’S NOVENA
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, 
loved, and preserved throughout the world now and 
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, 
worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of 
the hopeless, pray for us. Say this prayer 9 times a 
day. By the 8th day your prayer will be answered. 
Publication must be promised.                       A.M.E.

FINAL-1 Tue, Jul 7, 2020 11:25:58 PM



Townspeople

Last week’s rain kept 
potential beach-goers home 
for much of the week, instead 
of taking advantage of the 
opening of Pomps Pond.

The Woburn Street town 
recreation site opened as 
planned June 29, although it 
closed early because of the 
weather.

“Not a great week for open-
ing,” Recreation Department 
Assistant Director Christo-
pher Dempsey said.

There will be pandemic-
related regulations this year, 
including keeping the snack 
bar closed and not renting 
boats, at least for the time 
being.

Here are other details from 
Dempsey:

Pond passes are being sold on 
AndoverRec.com. Any resi-
dent can buy a summer pass 
online for $150 ($90 for senior 
citizens). Only credit cards — 
no cash — will be accepted at 
the gate for day passes.

The number of cars in the 
parking lot and people on the 
beach will be limited. Beach-
goers will be asked to wear 
a mask while they are going 
onto or off the beach and into 
the bathrooms.

Patrons will be asked to main-
tain social distance between 
their group and other groups 
on the beach and in the water.

To start the summer there 
will not be any boat rentals 
or snack shack. This will be 
re-evaluated as the summer 
goes on.

Pond hours are noon to 7 
p.m. on weekdays and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on weekends.

POND’S OPEN, DIVE IN
By Judy Wakefield

jwakefield@andovertownsman.com

Pandemic-related restrictions in place, including no snack bar, boat rentals

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
Hudson Dascoli, 4, left, and his brother Cole 6, chase small fish along the shoreline at Pomps Pond. The pond is officially open for the season with restrictions 
because of the coronavirus. 

Rielyn Leany, 10, plays in the sand with her brother Finn, 5, at 
Pomps Pond. 

Zachary Keller, 6, left and his sister Daphne, 3, play in the water.

James Collins, 10, pours water 
down a chute in the sand 
towards his brother Charlie 7, 
at Pomps Pond. 

Andover’s Pomps Pond is officially open for the season with restrictions because of the coronavirus. 

Having fun in the water are from left, Parker Aceto, 4, Londyn 
Webster, 6, and Caroline Aceto, 5. 

Lifeguard Steven Parrill, 20, of Andover watches over the 
swimmers at Pomps Pond. 
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Solution in Classified Section

  1. Sound unit
  4. Trim by cutting
  8. Small buffalo
10. Ancient manuscript
11. Look angry or sullen
12. Glum
13. Northern Zambia peoples
15. Central
16. Collector of birds’ eggs
17. Misbehavior
18. Top of the line
21. Political action committee
22. Have already done
23. Al Bundy’s wife
24. Entertainment channel

25. Holiday (informal)

26. The common gibbon

27. Legendary actress

34. Seasoned sausages

35. Bluish greens

36. Ridiculed

37. Three-dimensional arrangement

38. Emerged

39. Type of protein

40. Denmark natives

41. Leak slowly through

42. Expression of sorrow or pity

43. Midway between south 

 and southeast

  1. Artistic dancing
  2. Plenty
  3. Act leisurely
  4. Serve as a warning
  5. Admired lovingly
  6. Leftover oil from 
 distillation process
  7. Company officer
  9. Egyptian unit of capacity
10. One transmits information
12. Middle layer of an embryo
14. Form of “to be”
15. Cairo Regional Airport
17. Partner to cheese
19. Sample

20. A shirt may have none

23. Public gatherings

24. Disallow

25. Overnight suitcases

26. French river

27. Where boats dock

28. Top of a pot

29. Type of drug

30. City along the Rhine

31. Animal disease

32. They go in martinis

33. A way to break away

34. Intermediate ecological stage

36. Baby term for father

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

7/9/20

FINAL-1 Tue, Jul 7, 2020 10:39:56 PM



AT_AT_20200709_1_08

AT_AT_20200709_1_08

﻿

8   Thursday, July 9, 2020   The Townsman andovertownsman.com

﻿

YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACKYELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

AT_AT_20200709_1_08

 

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/1/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $330 off each window and $725 off each patio/entry door and 25 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more 
windows or patio/entry doors between 7/5/2020 and 8/1/2020. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum 
purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is 
provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating 
locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” 
and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2020 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

978-219-9915

Down$0
0 Monthly 

Payments

0%
Interest

H HHHH

The Better Way to a Better Window™

Savings Event

It’s our  

BEST EVER  

Window  

& Door 

This special savings event  
ends on August 1st!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the 
purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 25 months.

 

for 25 MONTHS1

plus

on windows1

SAVE  
$330

on patio and 
entry doors1

SAVE 
$725

•  We’re the full-service replacement window division 
of Andersen Corporation. For 117 years, Andersen’s 

windows and doors have been keeping Americans safe 

and secure in their homes.

•   Our Fibrex® material is vastly superior to vinyl. Fibrex 
material has double the strength of vinyl, so it 

remains rigid in the summer heat and our window 

seals stay weathertight, helping to keep your  home 

comfortable.

•  Our Certified Master Installers are highly  
skilled craftsmen and experts at custom 

window and door installations. They’ll treat  

you and your home with a level of care and  

respect that’s rarely seen in the home 

improvement industry. 

•  For your safety and 

peace of mind, 

we’ve  adjusted our 
operations to serve 
you in  the safest way 
possible and make your  

home more secure.

Make your home more secure. 
Book a Virtual or  

In-Home Appointment

FINAL-1 Tue, Jul 7, 2020 10:27:36 PM



L O C A L

As the number of new 
coronavirus cases drops, 
the state is scaling back a 
program that tracks down 
people at risk of infection.

In April, the state teamed 
up with the Boston-based 
nonprof i t  Partners  in 
Health on an initiative to 
trace contacts of people 
with confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. Gov. Charlie 
Baker touted it as a first-
in-the-nation program that 
was critical to slowing the 
spread of the virus.

The Baker administra-
tion is now shrinking its 
team of contact tracers.

Baker said this week the 
state has reduced the num-
ber of employees working 
as COVID-19 investigators 
in recent months as the 
data continues to improve. 
He cited the declining num-
bers of positive test results 
as reason.

“There’s no question that 
if your positive test rate 
goes down from 30% to 2%, 
you’re going to have less 
work for those folks to do,” 
Baker told reporters.

The Community Tracing 
Collaborative was designed 
to scale down or expand to 
respond to outbreaks as 
needed, he said.

“If the numbers start to 
go up, we have the infra-
structure in place to scale 
it back up pretty quickly,” 
Baker said.

At one point, the program 
had more than 1,600 work-
ers, some enlisted from pri-
vate health care networks 
such as Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts. 
Baker couldn’t say exactly 
how many contact tracers 
had accepted voluntary 
furloughs, but he called the 
reduction “significant.”

Contact tracing involves 
identifying people who’ve 
been in close proxim-
ity to someone infected 
with COVID-19, then ask-
ing those people to self-
quarantine and monitor 
for symptoms. Federal 
guidelines say anyone who 
has been within 6 feet of a 
COVID-19-infected person 
for more than 15 minutes 

should be notified.
I n v e s t i g a t o r s  h av e 

reached out to hundreds of 
thousands of people since 
the effort began. They’ve 
been credited with slow-
ing spread of the virus in 
Massachusetts.

On Tuesday, the state 
Department  of  Publ ic 
Health reported for the 
first time in months no 
new COVID-19-related 
deaths. The total number of 
deaths statewide actually 
decreased, to 8,054, after 
the state removed some 
duplicate reports from 
its records. The agency 
also reported 114 new 
confirmed and probable 
COVID-19 cases, for a total 
of 108,882.

Of the thousands of tests 
given in a day, about 1.9% 
are positive, compared to 
nearly 17% at the beginning 
of May, according to health 
officials.

Baker  said  the data 
shows the state’s strategy 
to fighting the virus and 
reopening the economy is 
succeeding.

“It’s working for us but 
we clearly need to stay on 
our game,” he said. “As I’ve 
said before, COVID-19 will 
not be taking a summer 
vacation.”

Dr. Howard Koh, a profes-
sor at Harvard University’s 
T.H. Chan School for Pub-
lic Health, said the lack of 
a COVID-19 vaccine means 
contact tracing will be 
around for a while.

He cautions the state 
against scaling back the 
program, arguing that it 
should be a permanent fea-
ture of the public health 
system.

“The state has made 
a strong commitment to 
contract tracing, which is 
a very positive step,” he 
said. “We need to maintain 
that, and develop it into a 
revitalized public health 
workforce, which has been 
overlooked and under-
funded for way too long.”

Christian M. Wade cov-
ers the Massachusetts 
Statehouse for North of 
Boston Media Group’s 
newspapers and websites. 
Email him at cwade@
cnhi.com.

State scales 
back contact 
tracing program

By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse Reporter

Dear 
Doctor, 

I know 
teenagers 
are sup-
posed to 
be going 
through 
a lot, 
but our 
son has 

changed into a different 
person. He argues with 
us over just about every-
thing we ask him to do. 
He is always out with his 
friends. He has told us 
he will be glad when he 
goes away to college and 
is away from us. Is this 
normal, and what should 
we do?

Puzzled
Dear Puzzled,
Sit down, take a few 

deep breaths and admit 
he is indeed changing. He 
is slowly, but definitely 
morphing into an adult. 
The journey will take 
time and, frankly, you will 
also be very happy when 
he goes away to school.

Let me review what I 
see as the major tasks 
of the mid- to late-teen 
years.

First, teens work on 
achieving independence. 
This is the eventual sepa-
ration from parents. The 
process is unconscious 
and often stormy, but it 
will happen. You and your 
son will develop a new 
relationship.

Second, teens work 
on developing a moral 
compass. They approach 

moral choices with strong 
opinions. Over time, they 
come to see moral choices 
in their complexity, not so 
much black and white as 
gray.

Third, identity of sexual 
roles and behavior is 
very complex, often nur-
tured in silence and guilt. 
What is it like to be a 
man? What is the role of 
a woman? What if one’s 
sexual partners differ 
from the norm?

Fourth, identification 
of life roles is a journey. 
What is my vocation? 
How do I make a mean-
ingful path in my life? Do 
I want to be a father or 
mother? Do I wish to have 
a family?

This will give you a 
rough idea of what your 
son is experiencing. Be 
there for him. Do not 
hesitate to let him know 
how much you love him 
and care. He is becoming 
a man before your very 
eyes. 

Dr. Larry Larsen is an 
Andover psychologist. 
If you would like to ask 
a question, or respond 
to one, email him at 
lrryllrsn@CS.com.

Open eyes and 
mind to teen’s 

ascent to adulthood
Family Matters

Larry Larsen  

Follow us on Twitter:

@andovertownsman 

Ironstone Farm’s Chal-
lenge Unlimited program 
won a three-year, $100,000 
Cummings Foundation grant.

Challenge Unlimited is one 
of 130 Massachusetts-based 
nonprofits the Cummings 
Foundation gave money to 
this year. In total, 738 non-
profits applied.

Challenge Unlimited is a 
therapeutic program that 
uses horseback riding and 
the farm’s “ tranquil envi-
ronment” to help those 
with special needs, veter-
ans and others from more 
than 90 communities in the 
Merrimack Valley and Bos-
ton area.

“We are indescribably 
grateful for the support of 
the Cummings Foundation, 
particularly during this 
unusual year,” said Deedee 
O’Brien, executive director of 
Challenge Unlimited.

According to a press 
release from Neil Fater, 
Ironstone Farm’s marketing 
director, “The Cummings 
$20 million grant program 
supports Massachusetts 
nonprofits that are based 

in and primarily serve 
Middlesex,  Essex,  and 
Suffolk counties.”

In addition to helping 
Ironstone Farm continue to 
run its regular therapeutic 
programming, the grant will 
also allow for the expansion 
of the Head Start preschool-
ers’ program.

“Our program support-
ing Head Start preschoolers 
has been a success and we 
hope to grow it to support 
young learners in additional 
cities with this grant,” said 
O’Brien.

O’Brien said they would 
like to expand the Head 
Start nature program into 

additional cities in Essex, 
Middlesex and Suffolk coun-
ties. The Head Start program 
is run in partnership with 
Community Teamwork Inc. 
of Lowell.

To see all 130 winners of 
this year’s Cummings Grant, 
visit www.CummingsFoun-
dation.org.

Ironstone Farm receives Cummings Foundation grant
By Genevieve dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman.com

Courtesy photo
Ironstone Farm’s nonprofit program Challenge Unlimited received a three-year, $100,000 grant 
from the Cummings Foundation. 

It’s been almost four 
months since Olivia and 
Isla Betts have set foot on 
the Dance Infusion floor.

They “miss it terribly,” 
said their mother, Court-
ney Betts.

So she was thrilled to 
learn recently that the 
owner of the studio on 19 
Lupine Road, Cindi Worth-
ley, was reopening her 
business, with one notable 
difference:

It’s opening under 
a 55-foot long tent at the 
back of the parking lot, 
with enough room — 
socially distant, of course 
— for 12 dancers and an 
instructor.

“I love it,” said Betts. 
“Outside in a really big 
tent!”

Like many businesses 
shuttered by COVID-19, 
dance studios haven’t been 
allowed to offer in-person 
classes because of the high 
potential for transmitting 
the deadly virus among 
staff and students.

Worthley said the studio 
closed in mid-March and 
she offered Zoom classes 
in April, but that it just 
wasn’t the same.

After a great deal of 
thought, planning and 
applying for a town grant, 
Worthley figured out a 
way to offer classes in a 
fun-but-safe way.

Not only is the tent 
large, but she put 6-by-
8-foot pieces of Astro-
turf on the floor, and 
each mat is couple of feet 
apart, increasing the level 
of social distancing.

She established a proto-
col for when the dancers 
get picked up and dropped 
off.

For instance, students 
have to wear masks 
when they get dropped 
off and when they enter 
the tent. Just before the 
class starts, they put their 
masks into bags that are 
then hung on separate 
hooks, Worthley said.

They have to put their 

masks back on when the 
class is over and they 
leave.

Worthley said she had 
been searching for a way 

to get back to in-person 
classes. Her landlord 
approved the idea, and so 
did the town.

She worked with Ann 

Ormond, the town’s direc-
tor of Business, Arts, and 
Culture, to secure a grant 
to rent and erect the tent.

“The grant paid for the 
tent,” she said, noting that 
the first class was July 6.

It wasn’t a moment 
too soon for Betts, 
whose daughters, Olivia, 
8, and Isla, 6, couldn’t wait 
to get back on the dance 
floor.

“They are very excited 
to dance again,” Betts 
said. “To go do something 
outside of the house and to 
see their friends.”

She added that they set 
up a special class with a 
group of friends for their 
first class this week.

Betts said she appreci-
ates the thoughtfulness 
and hard work Worthley 
put into the endeavor.

“As a parent, I am 
always trying to bal-
ance social distancing 
and safety with mental 
health,” she said. “This 
is a good balance of both. 
The tent is really big and 
Cindi thought through a 
lot of social distancing 
requirements. It was very 
well thought out and she’ll 
adapt as appropriate. As a 
mom, I appreciate that.”

For more informa-
tion and to view a video 
of a dance class under 
the tent, check out their 
Facebook page.

Andover dance studio 
reopens — with a twist
By Bill KirK

bkirk@andovertownsman.com

Courtesy photos
Dance Infusion of Andover gained permission, and a grant from the town, to erect a tent in the parking lot outside the 
business so the owner of the 19 Lupine Road company could offer safe classes during the coronavirus pandemic. The first class 
under the new tent was held Monday.

As of Monday, dancers have returned to in-person classes at Dance Infusion thanks to 
construction of a 55-foot tent outside the Lupine Road studio.

Dance Infusion, located on Lupine Road, has opened an 
outdoor studio, complete with social distancing and enough 
space for up to 12 dancers.
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COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Essex Division

36 Federal Street
Salem, MA 01970
(978) 744-1020

Docket No. ES20P1435EA
Estate of:

Colin Michael Cronin 
Also Known As:

Colin Cronin
Date of Death:

November 26, 2018
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

 To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate, by Petition 
of

Petitioner Michael Cronin of 
North Andover, MA

Petitioner Julie Cronin of North 
Andover, MA

Michael Cronin of North Ando-
ver, MA

Julie Cronin of North Andover, 
MA  has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety on 
the bond.
 The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Inter-
ested parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the Peti-
tion and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
AT - 7/9/20

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

TOWN OF ANDOVER 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ADVERTISEMENT

Sealed bids for furnishing the 
following will be received at the Of-
fice of Central Purchasing, Andover 
Town Offices, 36 Bartlet St., Ando-
ver, Massachusetts 01810 until the 
time specified below at which time 
the bids will be publicly opened 
and read.  The time received will 
be stamped on each bid and for a 
consistency of time, the time stamp 
clock in the Purchasing Office will be 
the determining time.

ITEM
IFB No. 001/07-20/185
West Middle Basketball Court Im-

provements
BID OPENING
July 23, 2020
11:00 AM
Bid Documents and bid forms 

may be obtained on the Central Pur-
chasing Department webpage locat-
ed at www.andoverma.gov/bids.

A bid security in the amount of 
5% of the total bid will be required.

Andover is an affirmative action/
equal opportunity purchaser.  The 
Town reserves the right to accept or 
reject, in whole or in part, any or all 
bids or take whatever, other action 
may be deemed necessary to be in 
the best interest of the Town.

Theresa Peznola
Purchasing Agent

AT - 7/9/20

PUZZLE SOLUTION

7/9/20

LAWRENCE, MA: Studio $700 Month everything  
included  & $700 security deposit. NO PETS.
Call between 12pm  & 4 pm (978) 305‑8427

$20/HR.  ENERGETIC, DETAIL ORIENTED HOME  
HEALTH AIDE NEEDED. Covid 19 prevention and  

safety practices required. Call 978‑987‑3158

Ø  ALL TYPES OF MASONRY  ×
New work, repairs, small jobs welcome.

  Free estimates. Dave 978‑500‑7435

NEWBURYPORT
Wanted To Buy ‑
Up to $900,000

Single family or townhouse, 3 bedrooms, 2  
baths, close to town, prefer 2‑car garage,

fireplace, in fine condition. Pre‑approved buyer.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
  Pat Skibbee direct 978‑502‑4782

office 800‑773‑9990

Quiz for Landlords/
Property Owners

This week’s answers to last week’s questions:

l Max fee you can charge an applicant:
 $0 (zero dollars)

lMax Security Deposit – 1 month’s rent
 (regardless of credit history)

lMax Pet Fee: $0 (zero dollars)
               It’s illegal in Massachusetts
l Last month’s rent – yes, you have to

 pay interest on that, too.

Don’t unknowingly break the law.
 Fair Housing laws matter!

Do you have a question for next week?  Email,  
call or text and our Property Management team  

may publish your questions and answer,
next week!

Call Kim, Broker/Owner of Boston North
 Realty  (978) 236‑4100

  www.BostonNorthProperty.com
Bonded and Insured, licensed RE Brokers/

Property Management
Equal Opportunity Housing

ROWLEY, MA

 Tranquility, fresh air & plenty of parking await  
you at our oasis in the woods. Spacious

 2 bedroom apartments from only $1380‑$1400  
including heat/hot water. Professional 24 hr.  

on‑site management plus many other amenities.
Enjoy country living while only

30 minutes from Boston. Cats Okay.
 978‑948‑2056

1 1/4 miles East of Rt. 95 on 133,
www.millwoodapartments.net

NEWBURYPORT, MA
Honest & Reliable PCA wanted for disabled man   
Mornings from 9AM to 1PM also Week nights.

Please call after 1pm 978‑465‑0173

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST: S&V Cleaning
Affordable, dependable, reliable and thorough  
housecleaning. Weekly and bi‑weekly.
Experienced and very trustworthy person.

Call 978‑884‑5698

SAMCO PAVING
& Sealcoating. 978‑356‑4007 / 800‑934‑4007
Free Est. Fully Ins.  www.samcopavingma.com

REDUCED! BMW R100 GS  
1991 Dual Sport

Rare model in excellent condition. Too many  
upgrades to list . Asking  $8999. Please call

for more information & photos 978‑852‑6629

Brand New 8 ft Inflatable
PADDLE BOARD with all accessories $260

 Frank  (978) 356‑3863

ADS in this category
If the ad shows a price it must show it by cu. ft.
Half a cord is 64 cu. ft. and a cord is 128 cu. ft.

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

HL PLASTERING
40 yrs experience. Free estimates.

No Job to Big or Small
Merrimack Valley area  (978) 390‑6423

ROOF REPAIRS
WE STOP LEAKS ‑ Guaranteed!
Lic / insuraced. 978‑902‑7644

Ads In This Classification Are
WORK WANTED

 NOT HELP WANTED

DRY K/D FIREWOOD, 1/6 cord
(21.4 cu ft)  $433, delivery & stacking available

The Firewoodguy @ 603‑437‑0940.

ESSEX ‑ FIRST FLOOR CONDO
Beautifully restored 3 bedroom within the

Manchester/Essex school district. Washer/  
dryer, parking, large yard, storage. $2800/mo.  

plus utilities. Call 978‑890‑5111

HARLEY‑DAVIDSON, FLHTCU 2013
Ultra Classic Electra Glide 2,520 original miles.  
manual 6 speed, stock, black, wired for
CB radio & driver/passenger intercom system,  
AM/FM CD player, excellent condition.  
$13,500 or best offer. 978‑278‑5840, Steve

ALL HARDWOOD  SEASONED
1 year  or 2 year,  16” cut & split

 Call  M.Kovalchuk    978‑204‑9483

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates
(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑792‑5816  (

26.6 ROBALO
Walk around cuddy cabin,

twin 225 Mercury outboards,
 with trailer, loaded, in water. $14,900.

Call 978‑360‑4281

ED’S STUMP  GRINDING  ‑ Stumps ground out.   
Tree stumps & shrubs Good work,

quick service, fully insured.  603‑893‑6902

LIVINGSTON Tree & Stump  Removal
Fantastic Deals!  Fast/Quality Service

978‑689‑8373     livingstonfamilytree.com

MD’s HOME REPAIR ‑ Remodeling, Painting,
 Repairs. Small jobs to Big jobs. Insured. Free  

estimates. References Call  Mike 603‑890‑1122

MOST AFFORDABLE ‑ Roofing, Windows, Sid‑ 
ing. Financing Avail. GAF Master Elite Installer  
Lic/Ins. BBB. 978‑265‑6843; 603‑260‑5062

SALEM, NH –Willows Park, 2 Bedroom ‑  
$1350/mo. 1 Bedroom ‑ $1200/mo. Heat/hot  

water included. No pets.  603‑894‑4631  
www.forrent.com/willowparknh

METHUEN, MA ‑ Elm Crest Estates. 2 Bedroom   
$1580/mo; 1 Bedroom ‑ $1360/mo. All utilities  

included. No pets.978‑682‑4891  
www.forrent.com/elmcrestestates

BRITE SIDE
«   PRESSURE WASHING   «

We work well under pressure! 978‑685‑9545

ABOVE AVERAGE
1994 24 ft Four Winns 225 Sundowner. New  

351 motor, batteries, bottom painted last year,  
automatic bilge pump, fully canvassed,  trailer  

has all new  rims & tires. $6500.  978‑828‑1220

MEDICAL
TRANSCRIPTIONIST

WANTED
10 to 20 hours/week  ‑

 Pleasant environment  ‑

Share workload with one other  ‑

 Salem, NH  ‑
 603‑893‑7668  ‑  ask for Carol

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

 Roofing, siding, gutters. Quality work, reason‑ 
able costs 25 yrs exp. Fully ins.  978‑973‑5410

2005 BUICK LaCrosse
4 door Sedan, 3.8, V6, Silver pwr. windows/  
seats/door locks, AM/FM/CD, Ice Cold Air
 Runs excellent.  Aluminum Alloy Wheels,

 Well maintained  $2300.  Call  603‑400‑4638

LAWRENCE, MA ‑ Furnished room
starting at $120/wk. Drug‑free

For details, 617‑201‑9184

A‑1 RENTALS
Getting Divorced? Live at the Salisbury  

Inn. From $200week. 978‑465‑5584

D.M. BROPHY PLASTERING
 Full skim coat plastering, board & patchwork.  

Commercial & residential.Custom ceilings.
 Quality service. Free estimates. 978‑852‑4504 FREE MOVING ‑ Bureau solid maple 72”W x  

18”Dx37”H &  dark brown armoire 75”tall x  
39.5W x 21”D  Good condition. Take it away  

needs a couple of people to lift. 978‑608‑4033

SOLD‑ We Can Sell Yours!
AMESBURY

Brand new to market – 4‑room 2004 Ranch  
house with full basement on nice 1/4 lot in  
solid, quiet neighborhood. Needs TLC to spar‑ 
kle. Eat in kitchen, good room sizes. $275,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call Pat Skibbee today! 978‑502‑4782

LADIES ULTRA EXTREME
Roller Blades size 9

(978) 686‑4883

Full service power washing company for  
residential, commercial, driveways, walkways,  
awnings. Complete graffiti removal also   
complete cleanouts.  Insured. Free estimates.

The Leonard Co. 617‑512‑7849

UNDER CONTRACT
AMESBURY

Perfect condition, 1718 Georgian, totally re‑ 
stored, two car garage, 4 fireplaces, all newer  
systems and windows, walk‑in fireplace, 6  
rooms, 2 bedrooms, a very warm and comfort‑ 
able house with many original features and so  
much character and charm. Almost a half acre  
of land, plus a separate studio/workshop and  
full, usable attic‑excellent storage. $379,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Joanie Purinton

978 462 6898, or office 800‑773‑9990

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates

(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑792‑5816      (

NEWBURY – BRAND NEW to market: 4.99 ac‑ 
res, upper Parker River waterfront, 8+ room  
Colonial with 2‑3 car garage, three full living  
levels plus walk‑out lower level:  4 bedrooms,  
2.5 baths, decks, long driveway gives out‑ 
standing privacy, new septic, oak floors, pool,  
huge country kitchen with major island, lovely  
large windows bring in so much sunlight!

Excellent value $695,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
  Pat Skibbee direct 978‑502‑4782

office 800‑773‑9990

SOLD‑ We Can Sell  Yours!
NEWBURY – Handsome landmark 1875 farm‑ 
house house overlooking the Parker River and  
gorgeous saltmarsh lands in permanent  
conservation. 4.1 acres,  9+ rooms, four bed‑ 
rooms, 3 baths, every room a river view! Dock  
opportunity, newer roof and heating plant.  
Needs updating. Walk‑up attic, full basement.  
Oak and pine floors, 35’ heated “porch” brings  
the river and wide landscape into immediate  
view. Three outbuildings, amazing stone walls!  
First time available in over half a century.   
$878,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Pat Skibbee

978‑502‑4782, or office 800‑773‑9990Affordable Masonry Brick, Block,Stone,Cement   
Stairs,Walks/Patios/Walls/Chimneys

  Call  Ted 978‑387‑8778/603‑893‑7321
¬¬Lawrence & Surrounding Areas¬¬

HOUSE CLEANING DONE  Moving In/Out?  
Weekly  & Biweekly. Have references.

For more info.  call 603‑459‑8617

A CLEAN quiet, safe bldg next to YWCA, YMCA,  
City Hall. Lowest rents. Near public trans. 4 hr  
move‑in. Lawrence, 978‑975‑5103

SOLID WOOD DOORS
 (2) 24” x 78 (1) 32” x 78, $50.00 each

Call  (978) 686‑4883

POSITIONS AVAILABLE AT:

 SEA VIEW RETREAT
in Rowley

978‑948‑2552
Tucked away in the Rowley hillside,

we are looking to add to our current staff :

LCSW
Full‑time benefits

Nurses/LPN/CNA
Competitive pay, benefits, varying shifts,

licensing required.

Kitchen Staff
Do you like to cook?

We’re in need of a line cook for all shifts.

Ridgid #4‑S heavy duty pipe cutter $200 Rigid  
#206 Soil pipe cutter $300. Rigid #65‑R pipe  
threader $50. Rigid Tripod vise $100. Crafts‑ 
man 10” tablesaw $100. Craftsmen 10” radial  
arm saw $50. Elec. welder $25. Pipe Vise con‑ 
nects to post or lally collar $50. House jacks  
hydralic jacks, step ladders, extention ladders  
asst tools looking for BO Record player, real to  
real tape recorder, shelving metal cabinets,  
16mm  w/sound movie projector $150. 16mm  
movie proj w/o sound $25  Call 781‑599‑0737

FLORIST RETIRING ‑ Everything must go
 including 4 door Hobart refrigerator $500
includes refrigerator and supplies. Lots of

ribbons, bridal equipment, vases, baskets &
 general florist necessities. Call (978) 852‑9411

BEST RATES ‑ CALL MIKE
remove junk anything  from A‑Z.

 Also land clearning  & mulching. 978‑973‑2009

JUNK REMOVAL
We Take Boats!

Call 978‑682‑2040

è QUALITY, SERVICE & PRICE ç
That Won’t Shock You! Insured. MA#31525E

 NH#12831M.  (Call Mike 978‑423‑8510

REESE CONVERTIBLE CRIB with instructions,  
color dark espresso, meets all safety standards.  

High chair color golden oak. Both for $125.
Call (978) 683‑7493

36 V  BLACK & DECKER CORDLESS MOWER
 in Salem MA. My kids got the old man a self  
propelled, so this is available for the first $40.  

Call (978) 594‑8059

R. A. Vitale Electric
Master Electrician. Low Rates. Fully Insured
 For all your electrical needs. Lic. #A20829.

 978‑979‑0858

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!

Beware of anyone replying to your ad offering to  
send you a check for shipping and you sending  

them back the difference.
Also  beware when responding to classified ads  

that ask you to send shipping cost.
Possible scam!

FRENCH BULLDOG PUPPY ‑ BORN APRIL Male  
puppy (cream) born April 21. First shots &  
health certificate. Pick up in Salem, MA. Ask  
$2500 or B/O, call Greg at (781) 535‑4466.

SHIH‑POO PUPPIES ‑ Born April 25. 4 females,  
gold & brindle. Hypoallergenic, first shots &  

health certificate. $1200. Call (603) 539‑7727

BETTER PRICE
WEST NEWBURY

New to market – Elegant, spacious hilltop Co‑ 
lonial with every luxury and feature: 9 rooms,  
4 bedrooms, huge vaulted ceiling family room  
with window wall, oak floors, front‑to‑back  
dining room with architectural mantle and pa‑ 
tio doors out to screened porch. Double‑level  
decks, gorgeous and private inground pool and  
custom pool house, 1.56 acres of lawns and  
woods, separate shop/garage plus attached  
two‑car garage, all superbly updated in amaz‑ 
ingly perfect condition! $890,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
  Pat Skibbee direct 978‑502‑4782

office 800‑770‑7770

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A  POSITION AS A  
CARE GIVER PLEASE CHECK OUT THE  ADULT  
CARE SECTION IN THE BUSINESS AND SERV‑ 
ICE DIRECTORY. PEOPLE LOOKING FOR PCAS,  

HEALTH AIDES, CNAS HAVE ADS
RUNNING  AND COULD USE YOUR HELP

BARRINGTON NH  ‑Huckleberry Hill,
11.7 acre historical property given to

Major Walden by King Charles in 1600s.
Top of the hill, vista view of Mt Katandin in  
Mane. $240M. Betty or Joe 603‑332‑6634

SUMMERVIEW R.E.
Commercial / Retail / Investments

Homes / Land / Warehouse
WE GET RESULTS!

BUSINESSES FOR SALE & LEASE:
Micro Office Business for Sale inc. RE  1 Mil
Car Lot S .NH 60+ Car Display with 3 garages  
$4500/mo
Car Lot So. NH 10+ Car Display with large  
garage. $2195 mo
Bar & Restaurant Location So. NH just needs  
equipment $2750 mo

MULTI‑FAMILY  & INVESTMENT
7 Residential Units/Garages  Hardwood $879k
6 Unit Residential & Commercial ‑ NH $579k
House, Car lot / Gar & 4 Apts ‑ So NH $795k
8 Unit Office Building & 2 Acres. Lot $879,000

LAND,COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
8 Acres/House Commercial needs work $299k
Conway NH Land / Business Lot center Down‑ 
town. 89K
6.24 Ac. So. NH Downtown Lease $6500 mo
35 Acres Derry NH Build 4 ‑ 8 Homes $459k
      HOMES & APTS  for SALE / for Rent S NH
4 Bed home $2195 mo
1 Bedoom w/garage $1085
2 Homes (5 Bedroom and 3 Bedroom) on 3  
Acres Commercial Land in Londonderry NH  
$1,100,000
3 Bedroom  Home Londonderry NH $389,000

WAREHOUSES
For Rent from 500 to 4000 sq ft
Warehouse 3200 ft previously a Machine Shop  
$2195mo

        RETAIL & OFFICES FOR SALE &LEASE
Office Condos for sale So. NH. Furnished from  
$189,000
Downtown Derry Retail NH Bars, Rest, Salons  
from $700
Office / Service Townhouse Style Hudson NH  
includes util…$875mo
    Offices& Retail
From 200 sq ft to 5000 sq ft So. NH.

Join our Company! Make $$$ in 2020
Southern NH & Mass

603‑432‑5453
 www.sresre.com

 ANDOVER ‑ RETAIL /
OFFICE SPACE for LEASE
Shawsheen Square. 550 sf  $800/mo includes  

all utilities.  Call  508‑662‑0609

LAWRENCE MA best rooming house
59 Tremont 978‑689‑8924, 362 Essex  
978‑682‑9078 Saba RE 978‑687‑8706

PEABODY, West: Roommate wanted, private  
home. Close to major highways  $650/mo plus  
utilities. No pets. No smoking.  978‑728‑2462

1998 BMW  528 i Sport suspension. Meticu‑ 
lously maintained with all records. Gold with  

beige interior. Factory stereo with  6 CD changer  
custom bucket seats. Documented 29 highway  
MPG. Minor damage left rear door. Many extra  

parts available. $4250. Call  978‑546‑6868

ATTENTION!
Beware of anyone replying to your ad  offering  
to send you a check for shipping and you send‑ 

ing them back the difference. Also  beware  
when responding to classified ads that ask you  

to send shipping cost! Possible scam!

HYUNDAI 2011 ACCENT
4 door automatic, very cold a/c.

No rust, no dents. Very clean car.  Runs great.  
$3700. Call 978‑465‑2016

Let Me Sell Your  
Car!

Guilmette City Service
Call me  603‑400‑4638. Don’t trade in your car
I can sell it for more! Professional sales person.
  I can sell any vehicle for you at the price you   
want. I can guarantee top dollar for your sale.  

Serving New England area for 45 years

J & S EXCAVATIONS
Brentwood, NH     603‑235‑5568

* Excavation & Trucking  * Residential Work
* Utility Trenches * Demolition * Hoe Rams

* Equipment Rental with Operator
WE LOVE SMALL JOBS!

Wish  someone a Happy  
Birthday, Anniversary,

Congratulations!!
Run a Happy ad
 To place your ad call

The Classified Marketplace

 978‑946‑2300

 LEXUS LS460 2009 ‑ AWD 4 door sedan.
One owner. moonroof.  Meticulously main‑ 

tained. Cranberry with taupe leather. All options  
available.Top of the line 9 spoke ‑mag wheels/   
radial tires. Pristine condition. One of a kind.  

MUST SEE!! Only $8499. CALL 603‑400‑4638

MERCEDES‑BENZ, SLK300 2009. 60,200 mi‑ 
les. Excellent condition, with extras, automatic  
hard top convertible. $14,500. 603 382 3596

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

Gutters,  seamless aluminum, cleanings,
leaf guard. 25 yrs. experience. 978‑973‑5410

 BUSY LADY SERVICES‑
Are you in need of a ride to AIRPORT, doctor,  

shopping, or where ever you need to go?
Call  978‑423‑0754 OR 781‑842‑0504

LOOKING FOR CALM   PCA
Saturdays, 1pm to 9 pm. Private care in

Newburyport.$18/hr. Greg 407‑312‑2443.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING

2020 Specials
Roof Cleanings, starting at $99.

Pool Deck & Patio, starting at $99.
Exterior House starting at $199. 855‑PRT‑CITY

Seeking motivated individuals with attention to  
detail, reliable transportation and punctuality to  

join our growing fabrication shop in all
departments. Working in a drug free family

 atmosphere environment.

Painter
Qualifications are but not limited to, the ability of  

cleaning, prepping, degreasing, priming, and  
spraying of two‑part paint, epoxy’s and lacquer,  

On small and large sheet metal components.  
Refinishing of stainless and bronze metals.

Organization, inventory and maintenance of all  
tools directly related to the department.

Oxidation and antiquing of flat stock metals a  
plus. Salary $20 to $30 based on experience.

Fabricator
Basic carpentry skills, routing, shop saws and  

drill experience. Working with various flat stock  
materials including sheet metals, laminates and  
wood. Able to maintain quality and tolerances to  

the 32nd of an inch. While keeping efficiency  
within the task at hand. Willing to learn and

advance under proven systems and standards.
Salary $13 to $25 based on experience

Sheet Metal Fabricator
Experienced in shearing, bending and punching.  

Sheet metal, stainless and bronze materials.  
Working knowledge of CNC punch, manual and  

programmable, Amada, Turett punch,
Pega 357 or equal.

Salary $ 20 to $40 based on experience

Please send resume to
 Ralph at rrizzo@elevatorid.com

Elevator Interior Design,
100 Marine Blvd., Lynn, MA

781‑596‑4200

 A WRIGHT ROOFING‑Gutters & Home Improve‑ 
ment. All types Roofing & Gutters. Over 20 yrs  
exp. Licensed & insured. Free verbal estimate.  

978‑687‑2247 wrightgutters@gmail.com

CASH PAID FOR CLEAN
AUTOs, TRUCKs & SUVs
Inspection Ready Vehicles

Call Joe 978‑852‑5008

YORKIE PUP ‑ 5 mo. old. Up to date on shots.  
Gorgeous, caramel/brindle markings. Very

playful, well socialized. $900 firm 978 239‑2248

$$ WE PAY THE MOST $$
CARS ‑ TRUCKS

INSTANT ONLINE OFFER:

www.salisburysalvage.com
978‑462‑8262 ‑ Free towing

JUNK CARS, TRUCKS  & HEAVY EQUIPMENT  
WANTED.  Picked up within 24 hrs.

 Up to $300 CASH PAID. Call (603) 303‑2866

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

RN/LPN & CNA
 FT and PT positions   

(7am‑3pm, 3pm‑11pm,  
and 11pm‑7am)
Contact Julie Donlan  

jdonlan@bearmountainhc.com

Brigham Health and Rehab
     77 High St

    Newburyport, MA  
01950

 Working Machinist Mgr.  
Needed for Night Shift

12 hours / day ‑  4 days / week
Little Enterprises has openings on night shift.  

Please call for interview.

LITTLE ENTERPRISES
31 Locust Rd., Ipswich MA 01938,

or send resume to:  clittle@littleent.com

FIRE SPRINKLER
FITTERS

 WAKEFIELD, MA

Well established local fire Sprinkler Company  
has immediate openings for both licensed fire  

sprinkler journeymen and apprentice/helpers for  
work throughout the greater Metro Boston area.

  Looking for reliable experienced fire sprinkler  
journeymen and apprentices/helpers to perform  
fire sprinkler repairs, service, modifications, and  
installations on various residential, commercial,  

and industrial facilities throughout the metro  
Boston area.

We offer an exceptional wage and benefit pack‑ 
age based on job experience and work history

Please email resumes/work history
fireoffice2020@gmail.com

EXPERIENCED MEDICAL
ASSISTANT  wanted for part time position  

for busy cardiology office. must have some  
knowledge of electronic medical records.

Please fax resume to 978‑794‑0201

â â â â â â
ATTENTION FUEL

CONSUMERS:
 All ads in this classification run in our 10 paper  
“Classified Connection” that covers the North  
Shore, Merrimack Valley and  Southern New  

Hampshire.
 Ads appearing in this section may or may not  

deliver to this entire market.
Prices may reflect a “Local” delivery area only  
and may be higher for an extended delivery  

area.

á á á á á á

ALL AROUND HANDYMAN Roofing repair,  
Decks, All Home Improvement projects includ‑ 

ing additions. Call  Ernesto  (978) 683‑8811
 All Major Credit  Cards Accepted

ANTIQUE 1950s KITCHEN SET, Original
Table and 4 chairs. Yellow, chrome legs. extra  

leaf. $500. Call 617‑921‑6751

ALL THE RIGHT MOVES‑ Carpentry,  Remodeling
Home Improvements, Painting & Tiling.

 Bill, 978‑273‑7243, 603‑898‑1035

HAVERHILL ‑  Giant Estate  
indoor outdoor garage sale

Thurs, Fri. Sat. July 9, 10, 11 at 7 am.
93 Edgewood Ave. Lots of lawn & beach

 furniture, tools, fishing equipment, sewing
 machine & everything else that goes with it,  
lawn & yard equipment, two bikes, 2 beautiful  

wedding gowns,  lots of nice clothes,
 new lift chair, queen size bed & bureau,

 Too much other stuff to list, RAIN OR SHINE

MASTER PLUMBER‑Retired looking for small  
jobs. MA, NH & Maine. #9563 MA, #1653 NH  

Master gas fitter NH.  Call  Bill 978‑476‑9827

ANTIQUES
Furniture, glass, china, silver, jewelry, clocks.
WILLIAM GRAHAM, 420 Water St.,  Haverhill

          Call cell 978‑835‑2042

3‑H HANDYMAN
 Reasonably priced, basements, carpentry /

 remodeling, tiles. Call 978‑375‑1976

CASH FOR
RECORD ALBUMS

33LPS & 45s WANTED. Call George

(617) 633‑2682

ANYTHING & EVERYTHING JUNK REMOVAL
Estate Clean‑outs, Basement, Garage, Yard

Debris, Dump runs. Call Jack 978‑521‑0445

WANTED; SPORTS CARD COLLECTIONS
AND ALL SPORTS MEMORABILIA, all years.

Call (978) 857‑3005

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS!
If you are a PCA, CNA, Nurse or offer  personal  

care  services please go to the business and  
service directory and check out the category  
for Adult Care. Your services are needed!

¬   MV PLASTERING  & DRYWALL ¬
 best prices, old ceilings and walls new again.

 Free estimates.  978‑686‑5012

FOUND  DOG  Female, Gray & White Pitbull
Call Derry Animal Control

603‑432‑6143

AIR CONDITIONER, FRIDGIDARE
 8,000 BTU

$60 or best offer.
Call  978‑459‑2924  (Lowell)
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Sports

It was a tough week in 
Andover recently.

Word quickly circulated 
that one of the greatest 
baseball players Andover 
High has produced, Joe Iar-
robino Jr., passed away in 
late June in Chicago at the 
age of 48.

Dozens of friends stopped 
by the family’s home to pay 
their respects to the family, 
including his dad and long-
time area coach, Joe Sr., and 
his best friend and sister, 
Joanne Gibson.

Joe Jr.’s exploits as an ath-
lete are well-documented. 
He was a two-sport captain 
at Andover High and the 
cornerstone of the school’s 
first-ever baseball state 
championship. He later 
starred at Division 2 Rollins 
College, still in the record 
books thanks to his incred-
ibly sweet, left-handed 
swing.

If not for a shoulder injury 
on a freakish play as a soph-
omore for Andover High, 
which affected his throwing 
motion, he probably would 
have been drafted.

Joe Jr. is survived by three 
sons and leaves behind 
several friends who are still 
struggling with the news 
of their former classmate, 
teammate, uncle, godfather 
and friend.

Here are six short, per-
sonal stories from Joe Jr.’s 
closest friends, including 
one of his favorite coaches.

Bettencourt: Joe Jr. 
among best

Dave Bettencourt has seen 
and coached them all. At 
least, it has seemed that way 
the last four-plus decades.

Joe Iarrobino Jr. is in the 
top two or three he has ever 
seen.

“He was a special baseball 
player,” said Bettencourt, 
now a part-time coach at 
Endicott College.

“He was more mature 
than other kids at the plate,” 
said Bettencourt. “He was 
more advanced in figuring 
out pitchers, having a plan, 
looking for his pitch. He’s as 
good as I’ve ever seen.”

Bettencourt saw the best 
of the best of Joe Jr. late one 
Saturday afternoon in early 
June of 1991.

Andover was in the state 
final against Milford High.

Joe Jr. had the game’s 
biggest hit, a tying two-run 

double in the bottom of the 
eighth inning, eventually 
scoring the game-winner for 
the state championship.

“I remember the moment 
like it was yesterday,” said 
Bettencourt. “Joe was in 
the on-deck circle and I was 
ready to say something. He 
stops me and says, ‘Coach, 
I got this.’ That was Joe. He 
was ready for the moment 
and came through. I walked 
away knowing he was going 
to do something special.”

Andover won the game, 
3-2, and Bettencourt was a 
key part of Joe Jr.’s life the 
rest of the way.

In fact, on Father’s Day, 
the two talked via phone.

“He sounded better than 
ever,” said Bettencourt. “He 
was a special man. We had 
a connection with baseball 
and talked about baseball. 
But he was more than about 
baseball. He cared for his 
family.”

Blank: Joe a brother 
to me

David Blank, like Joe Jr., 
played all the major sports 
growing up in Andover.

But baseball was their spe-
cial bond. Both were all in at 
an early age.

“Joe was a stats geek 
before there were stats 
geeks,” said Blank. “Joe 
loved to argue about major 

league players, who is really 
great and what stats are 
important. He was into ana-
lytics before we even knew 
what analytics were.”

Blank and Joe Jr. were 
also an all-time great one-
two punch on Andover 
High’s state championship 
season in 1991.

“Joe’s greatest moment 
was that state final against 
Milford,” recalled Blank. 
“We were going against 
their great pitcher, Rick 
Betty, who was dominating 
us. We couldn’t get to him. 
... But Joe finally did, with 
a single, and that broke the 
ice. Then he gets that huge 
two-run double to tie it. He 
carried us in that game. It 
was just another game for 
Joe. He was special.”

Blank and Joe Jr. had 
another connection. Joe Jr. 
was his daughter Laila’s 
godfather.

As a gift, Joe Jr. bought 
her a nice cross. A few days 
ago, Laila put that cross on a 
bigger chain and is wearing 
it in honor of her godfather.

“It breaks my heart,” said 
Blank. “When we were both 
at Florida schools playing 
college baseball, he would 
come visit me in Tampa 
when I was at (South Florida 
University) and I would go 
visit him when he was at 
Rollins (College). We had so 
many good times together. 

This is going to take a 
while.”

Love of music
Joe Jr. wasn’t all about 

baseball. In fact, he was a 
big music buff. And through 
music, he had a friend for 
life from high school in even-
tual musician Will Dailey.

“In June of 2015, I was 
playing the biggest concert 
of my life in Chicago,” said 
Dailey. “It was imperative in 
Joe’s heart that he be there 
for it. He had been there, 
supported and encouraged 
countless peaks and valleys 
of mine that led to this night 
over the previous 22 years of 
friendship.

“Before doors opened that 
night, I went outside to find 
him to give him a hug but 
at that point in his recovery 
and coping, he physically 
wasn’t able to stick around 
till show time. I found out in 
a text when I got off stage 
that he had to leave. The 
hug was all that either of us 
needed.”

Dailey was moved that Joe 
Jr., going through a few per-
sonal issues at the time, was 
very positive in supporting 
his career.

“His struggles, always 
present, were never sup-
pressed these last six years. 
They were on the sleeve,” 
said Dailey. “Every phone 
called ended with ‘I love 
you,’ even the short and 
hilarious ones. To talk about 
him in the past tense is dif-
ficult, not solely due to the 
grief and denial but because 
his love and singular loyalty 
is so ingrained in me now 
more than ever.”

One Jr. to another
Barry Connors Jr. and Joe 

Iarrobino Jr. had something 
in common.

They had dads with pow-
erful, Type-A personalities.

The juniors were also 
very good athletes very 
early in their lives.

“I’ve known Joe, liter-
ally, since two days after 
he moved to Andover,” said 
Barry Jr. “I played Legion 
baseball with him, and was 
around to watch the unreal 
athletic run of he and his 
contemporaries — Brett 
Hammond, Matt Perry, 
Dave Blank, Joe Marinaro, 
Jim Hanning, John Thomp-
son, etc.

“That group of guys was 
as good, athletically, as any 
group in MVC history, and 
Joe was front and center 
for the ride. I kept up with 

his exploits on the baseball 
field at Rollins as well. His 
All-American looks, talent 
and personality made him 
a star.”

Barry Jr. said they really 
became friends after col-
lege while both were 
attending Florida colleges. 
Their relationship wasn’t 
all about sports.

“I saw the tweet that 
noted Joe had one of the 
sweetest swings you ever 
saw,” said Barry Jr. “I 
agree. But the beauty of 
that swing couldn’t hold a 
candle to the beauty of his 
heart, spirit, and soul.

“While many will remem-
ber his baseball prowess, 
his personality, and the way 
he lit up a room, the thing 
I will always remember 
about Joe is how passion-
ately he loved and cared for 
the people in his life.” 

Hammond: Friends, 
teammates for life

Joe Jr. moved to town in 
1984 after the start of the 
eighth grade basketball 
season and was added to the 
team.

Brett Hammond was on 
that eighth grade team and 
for the next 36 years felt like 
he never stopped being Joe 
Jr.’s teammate.

“They had just moved 
here from Ohio and Joe was 
really good,” recalled Ham-
mond. “We spent the next 
eight years as teammates 
and classmates playing foot-
ball, basketball and baseball 
in middle school and high 
school.”

One vivid memory was 
about baseball. Ham-
mond and Joe Jr. entered 
their season in 1991 as 
co-captains.

They had fallen just 
short of the state finals the 
year before and Hammond 
recalled Joe Jr. wouldn’t 
accept anything less than 
going to Holy Cross’s Fitton 
Field and winning it all.

“We had a great team all 
the way around,” said Ham-
mond. “But Joe was the glue. 
We rallied around him. In 
that final game, against a 
pitcher who would later be 
on the Red Sox major league 
roster, Joe was unnerved. He 
got the big hit. He scored the 
big run.”

Hammond said the fact that 
it was Andover High base-
ball’s first state title meant 
the world to everyone, espe-
cially Joe Jr.

“Joe actually got a tattoo 

on his leg commemorating 
the historic win,” said Ham-
mond. “Sadly, the last time I 
saw Joe in person was at our 
induction into the Andover 
High School Hall of Fame. He 
was as proud that night as he 
was when we won 28 years 
earlier.”

College pal Peck: 
Everybody loved Joe

Tom Peck was teammates 
with Joe Jr. after he trans-
ferred from Providence Col-
lege, which was eliminating 
baseball.

They were both part of 
the Class of 1995 at Rollins 
College.

Baseball-wise, Joe Jr. was 
as good a hitter as he ever 
played with. That’s saying 
something. Peck played three 
seasons of minor league ball 
in the Toronto Blue Jays 
organization after graduating 
college.

“Joe had a laser-quick bat,” 
recalled Peck who, like Iar-
robino, is all over the Rollins 
College record books. 

As a person, Joe Jr., said 
Peck, owned the room he was 
in.

“He was the life of the 
party,” said Peck. “He was 
funny, witty and kind. Every-
body loved Joe. He could 
relate to so many different 
types of people.”

Peck said he and Joe Jr. had 
a corny handshake before 
their at bats.

“We joked about it for 
years,” said Peck. “But it was 
our thing. He wrote ‘Heart + 
Balls’ under the brim of his 
hat. That’s how he played. 
Honestly, every one of our 
teammates loved Joe.”

Peck said he saw a side of 
Joe that really moved him 
during his rehearsal dinner 
in 2002.

“We had someone playing 
the guitar and singing for 
entertainment,” said Peck. 
“During a break, Joe jumped 
on stage, grabbed the guitar, 
and played and sang a perfect 
rendition of ‘Boulevard of 
Broken Dreams’ by Green 
Day. The crowd went wild!”

Peck said that was Joe Jr. 
to a T.

“Joe was just awesome. I 
loved everything about him,” 
said Peck. “I already miss him 
terribly. He was a very special 
guy. Anybody that knew him 
would say the same. They 
would say they were lucky to 
know him and that he made 
them laugh. I will never for-
get him and I carry him with 
me. I loved that guy.”

THE SWEETEST SWING
Bill Burt

Staff Writer

Andover legend Joe Iarrobino Jr. remembered fondly by closest friends

COURTESY PHOTO
The late Joe Iarrobino Jr. shows off his sweet swing while 
playing at Rollins College. He was the driving force behind 
Andover High’s first state baseball title.

 Editor’s Note: Throughout 
the summer, The Andover 
Townsman will take a 
look back at Andover High 
stars from the past 20 years 
through pictures. This week, 
we continue with Andover 
High girls tennis.

Andover girls tennis has 
emerged as a powerhouse 
over the past 20 years.

The Golden Warriors 
broke through with a state 
title in 2007, led by the likes 
of Heather Arvidson, Kris-
tina Black and Rikki Sartor.

Andover then won back-
to-back state titles in 2014-
15, led by the likes of Pooja 
Mukund, Laurie-Maude 
Chenard and Paige Webster 
under coach  Alan Hibino. 

The Golden Warriors were 
back in the North Final in 
2018 and North semifinals 
last spring, and would have 
contended for another state 
title this spring, had it not 
been for the coronavirus, led 
by the likes of Isabel Zhou.

Along the way there have 
been stars like Sydney Ferry, 
Jill Oppenheim, Marsha 
Mogilevich, JooHee Yoon and 
plenty of others. 

ANDOVER ARCHIVES: GOLDEN WARRIORS GIRLS TENNIS STARS
By DaviD Willis

Staff Writer

CARL RUSSO/Staff file photo
Isabel Zhou would have made Andover High a state 
championship favorite this spring, if not for the coronavirus 
pandemic.

CARL RUSSO/Staff file photo
Andover captains, from left, JooHee Yoon, Heather Arvidson and Kristina Black are presented 
with the Division 1 state championship trophy in 2007.

STAFF FILE PHOTO
Andover’s Laurie-Maude Chenard, 
facing the camera, hugs doubles 
partner Sydney Ferry, after defeating 
Shrewsbury to win the Div. 1 state title.

CARL RUSSO/Staff file photo
Rikki Sartor was a doubles ace for Andover in the 
mid-2000s.

CARL RUSSO/Staff File Photo
Marsha Mogilevich starred 
for Andover High in the early 
2000s. Here, she competes in 
2004.

CARL RUSSO/Staff file photo
Jill Oppenheim helped lead 
Andover to the North final in 
2000.
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Erin Kim, 16, a rising soph-
omore at Phillips Academy, 

combined her 
creativity and 
philanthropic 
n a t u r e  t o 
help  ra ise 
money for 
Massachu-
setts General 
Hospital’s 
Emergency 
Response 

Fund to help in the fight 
against the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Kim, who has been volun-
teering at Mass. General for 
about a year decided to start 
a BeCause fundraising page 
after she observed hospital 
workers interacting with 
coronavirus patients without 
personal protective equip-
ment (PPE). Kim has raised 
$860 thus far. 

“I was able to see firsthand 
that because of this unex-
pected and urgent situation 
many of the hospital staff were 
coming in contact with the 
COVID-19 patients without 

enough masks or protective 
equipment, so I decided after 
seeing this situation that it 
was necessary for me to take 
action,” said Kim.

In addition to raising money, 
Kim has been making masks. 
So far she’s hand sewn about 
300 masks, sending 160 of 
them to the hospital. She also 
sends masks to those who 
donate on her BeCause fund-
raising page.

But it’s not just masks that 
Kim sends to her donors, she 
also sends carefully crafted 
caricatures to her donors as 
well.

“So, when someone donates 
to my page, I usually email 
them and ask if they would 
like a caricature and I ask 
them to send me a couple pic-
tures and I basically just draw 
a few inspired by those,” she 
said.

Later adding, “I thought 
it would be fun to give back 
to the people who decided 
to donate to my fundraising 
page.”

If you would like to donate 
to Kim’s page please go to 
https://because.massgeneral.
org/fundraiser/2735313.
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To Get Your Full Local Forecast, Go To http://www.Andovertownsman.com

High:

Low:

WEDNESDAY

A t-storm 
possible

81°

66°

High:

Low:

TUESDAY

A t-storm 
possible

84°

64°

High:

Low:

MONDAY

Chance of a 
t-storm

83°

67°

High:

Low:

SUNDAY

Chance for 
rain

86°

67°

High:

Low:

SATURDAY

Heavy 
thunderstorms

82°

69°

High:

Low:

FRIDAY

Partly sunny; 
humid

83°

69°

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather.com ©2020

THURSDAY

Some sun

High:

Low:

89°

70°

Phillips Academy student uses her creativity to raise money for Mass. General
By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman.com

Erin Kim, 16, a 
rising sophomore at 
Phillips Academy, 
sews masks for 
those who need 
them. Kim has been 
making masks, 
raising money and 
sending out hand-
drawn caricatures 
to those who donate 
on her page.
Courtesy photos

Erin Kim

Here’s an example of a caricature that Erin Kim made 
for those who decide to donate to her fundraising page.
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807 Turnpike Street
North Andover, MA 01845

McInnis Law
Offices

Concentrating in the areas of
Estate Tax and Business Planning.

Probate Administration and Elder Law

(978) 686-6112

Please call today for our
Estate Planning Questionnaire

978-683-5139 anytime

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Grow Spring Sales! 
Call (978) 946-2180

 to Advertise Your Message

Tom Carroll: 978-502-8347   •   tcarroll@AndoverHomeSales.com
If you’re thinking of selling and need a handyman or help with cleanouts, household good donations or repairs,

give me a call. I have a full-time, full-service team with all the professionals you’ll need to get everything done for you!

287 S. MAIN STREET, ANDOVER

$849,900
57 BALLARDVALE ROAD, ANDOVER

$1,299,900

83 RIVER STREET, ANDOVER

$549,900

4 FAIRWAY DRIVE, ANDOVER

$1,199,900
122 HIGH STREET, ANDOVER

$449,900

SALE PENDING IN 2 DAYS

26 HEMLOCK ROAD, ANDOVER

$734,900

REAL ESTATE 
SINCE 1993

www.Andover-TopBroker.com

LET US GET 
YOUR HOME

READY TO SELL!
• We help you sort, store, 

donate and sell items

• We arrange a deep-
cleaning of your home

• We give a free home 
staging consultation

• We ensure smoke/carbon 
monoxide detectors are 
up-to-date and properly 

installed

We’ve assembled a team of 
20 professionals that can 
address anything needed 

to prepare your home 
for sale and maximize 

your sale price. Our 
stager oversees the entire 
process, making it much 
easier for you to get your 
home on the market in

tip-top condition.

The Carroll Group at Partners

To help us all stay safe and healthy in this 
unsettling time, we are offering private 

showings via Facetime, Virtual Tours and 
seller-approved one-on-one visits. 

In addition, all our agents are available by 
phone, text, email and Zoom.

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING
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