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Select Board member Laura 
Gregory said she is unhappy 
with the outcome of an inves-
tigation conducted by a third 
party for the town, which con-
cluded that an incident involv-
ing an off-duty fire lieutenant 
and a Dominican woman was 
not racially motivated .

“I am disappointed in the 
investigation . It seems to have 
focused entirely on the intent 
of the individual involved and 
it appears to me from the 
information that I have on this 
that this is a textbook example 
of implicit racism,” Gregory 
said . “And the idea of implicit 
racism is that you don’t real-
ize you are doing it .  I am 
pleased that we have begun a 

process to address these issues 
and that there will be more 
training .”

In the wake of the incident, 
the town is requiring the Fire 
Department to take part in “a 
comprehensive training pro-
gram that focuses on implicit 
bias and cultural sensitivity .”

Fire Chief Michael Mansfield 
said he’s looking forward to 
that .

“This has certainly been a 
learning experience,’’ Mans-
field said in a press release 
Monday . “As public safety 
professionals it is our natural 
tendency to serve the public 
but we need to balance our 
desire to serve with the reali-
ties that not every resident is 
comfortable with our presence . 
Notwithstanding the results of 

Board members address probe into lieutenant 
Some dissatisfied with ‘not racially motivated’ outcome

By Genevieve Dinatale 
gdinatale@andovertownsman .com

The Registry of Motor Vehicles will 
consider shutting down two local driving 
schools and two affiliated high school pro-
grams as the owner faces drug trafficking 
charges .

The uncertain future of the operations 
has left parents wondering whether 
classes will continue or if their money will 
be refunded .

Registry officials are planning a hearing 
Oct . 5 to determine if the owner, Michael 
Larocque, will be allowed to continue oper-
ating his schools in Haverhill and North 
Andover, plus driving courses he runs at 

Fate of  
driving 
schools  
in limbo
Owner facing drug charges 
has operation in Andover

By allison Corneau

Staff Writer

State Sen . Barry Fine-
gold,  D-Andover,  has filed 
an amendment to a Senate 
transportation bill to fund 
double tracking at Bal-
lardvale Station and bring 
wheelchair accessible “level-
boarding” to every station 
along the Haverhill Com-
muter Rail Line .

“The Haverhill Commuter 
Rail Line services thousands 
of workers in the Merrimack 

Valley, but is 
highly unre-
liable, and 
therefore 
underuti-
l ized,  due 
to this sin-
gle-tracked 
stretch,” 
Finegold 
said . “Dou-
ble  track-
ing would bring commuters 
in the region the direct and 
reliable service they need 
and deserve .”

In 2010, the MBTA started 
a project to add 8 miles of 
double-track — meaning a 
parallel track to the one that 
exists — to the Haverhill 
line between Lawrence and 
Wilmington . Since that time 
only 2 miles of track have 
been installed .

Select Board member Alex 
Vispoli said that project 
added double tracking to the 
center of town, but not the 
entire way . He supports Fine-
gold’s amendment, which 
would fund the completion 

of the project .
The idea of adding a paral-

lel track, Vispoli said, is to 
add more train service on the 
Haverhill line .

“I support double track-
ing because ultimately it 
will support increased train 
service for commuters in 
Andover,” Vispoli said .

Town Manager Andrew 
Flanagan is also on board .

“Double tracking at Bal-
lardvale Station would signif-
icantly improve the commute 
for Andover residents who 

depend on the Haverhill line 
to get to work . This project 
would help resolve the delays 
and unreliability that make 
utilizing the Haverhill line 
challenging for residents . 
This project would support 
our efforts to attract both 
residents and businesses 
that depend on public tran-
sit,” Flanagan said .

At the present time, the 
transportation bond bill to 
which Finegold added the 
amendment is in conference 
committee .

Finegold proposes double-tracking at Ballardvale Station
By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman .com

See PROBE, Page  2

See SCHOOLS, Page  2

State Sen. 
Barry Finegold

The town has concluded that Columbia 
Gas was responsible for the gas leak that 
took place outside St . Augustine’s School 
two weeks ago .

Officials say the company mistakenly 
marked the gas line as inactive, when in 
fact it was active, which led to the town’s 
contractor — Revoli Construction — hit-
ting an active gas main .

“It has been concluded that Revoli Con-
struction struck an active gas line because 
the line was not identified correctly by 
Columbia Gas,” Town Manager Andrew 
Flanagan said during Monday night’s 

Officials: 
Columbia Gas 
caused recent 
gas leak 

By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman .com

See LEAK, Page  2

Merrimack Col lege  has 
shifted to online learning until 
Friday, following a coronavirus 
outbreak that began in a resi-
dence hall last week .

“As a community, we have 
been doing a lot to keep our-
selves safe  through test-
ing and social  distancing 
protocols, and for six weeks 
things have been going well,” 
the college said in a state-
ment issued Monday . “But 

even in our success, we must  
always be mindful of continu-
ing our efforts . In retrospect, 
our success may have allowed 
us to also collectively let our 
guard down .”

On Sept .  16,  the college 
identified 16 cases of the 

coronavirus tied to one case 
reported out of Monican Hall 
the week before . The school 
responded by placing all 266 
students who live in Monican 
Hall on quarantine .

School officials say the hall 

Merrimack College battles outbreak

As COVID-19 cases climb, students go remote 
By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman .com

GENEVIEVE DINATALE/Staff photo
Gavin Croce, who works as student security at Merrimack College, checks students into campus last Wednesday afternoon. As COVID-19 
cases climbed, the college decided to go remote for a week.

See OUTBREAK, Page  2
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two local high schools.
Larocque,  56,  of  Law-

rence was arrested Sept. 18 
at his home and booked at 
the State Police barracks 
in Newbury. He is charged 
with having 2 pounds of 
methamphetamine at his 
Lawrence home, and 400 
grams of the drug at North 
A n d ove r  Au t o  S c h o o l , 
which he owns, according 
to police.

Larocque also owns MV 
Auto School in Haverhill 
and has satellite driving 
programs at North Andover 
High School and Greater 
Lawrence Technical School 
in Andover, RMV spokes-
woman Judith Reardon 
Riley said.

“ T h e  s t a t u s  o f  a l l 

locations associated with 
Mr. Larocque will be subject 
to any hearing or decision,” 
Riley said in an email.

She said sanctions may 
include a suspension of 
the school or instructor’s 
license, a fine or other 
“appropriate measure.”

Emails sent to parents 
by MV Auto School and 
obtained by The Eagle-Tri-
bune indicate families who 
paid for classes will be reim-
bursed through a bond the 
school is required to have 
with the RMV. The emails 
did not say how or when 
that would happen.

The RMV also sent an 
email to families, acknowl-
edging Larocque’s arrest 
and outlining steps stu-
dents can take before the 
Oct. 5 hearing.

The email also said the 
RMV would not be able to 

address questions about 
“ No r t h  A n d ove r  Au t o 
School ’s  status,  future 
classes or any potential 
payment reimbursement.” 
However,  i t  sa id ,  stu -
dents who transfer out of 
Larocque’s schools could 
be required to pay fees to 
their new school, even if 
they already paid Larocque 
in full.

The cost for a student 
driver’s course is $725 at 
MV Auto School and $750 at 
North Andover Auto School, 
according to their websites. 
Students must pay a non-
refundable deposit of $350 
at registration, the websites 
say.

State troopers, federal 
agents and local police 
served warrants Sept. 18 at 
Larocque’s home and North 
Andover Auto School, inves-
tigators said.

Police said they seized 
about 2 pounds of metham-
phetamine from Larocque’s 
home on Colonial Road in 
Lawrence, along with vials 
of an unknown liquid and 
drug-related parapherna-
lia. Methamphetamine also 
was seized from a vehicle 
on the property, accord-
ing to police. In addition, 
400 grams of methamphet-
amine, pills and $12,000 in 
cash were taken from the 
school, police said.

Larocque was arraigned 

on two counts of trafficking 
methamphetamine over 
200 grams, held on $250,000 
cash bail, and ordered to 
surrender his passport 
and remain drug and alco-
hol free. According to offi-
cials at Middleton Jail, he 
was still being held late 
last week. His next court 
appearance is Oct. 19.

As of Friday afternoon, 
all of Larocque’s driving 
school websites indicated 
no new enrollments were 
being accepted “due to 
unforeseen circumstances.”

Massachusetts laws that 
govern  dr iv ing  school 
instructors say the state 
may suspend or revoke a 
license or refuse to renew a 
license for various reasons, 
including the license holder 
being convicted of a felony. 
State law also requires driv-
ing schools to post a bond 
to ensure tuition will be 
refunded if a school closes 
due to a license suspension 
or revocation, or for any 
other reason.

To  o b t a i n  a n  i n i t i a l 
license as a driving instruc-
tor or to renew a license, 
a person must agree to 
a criminal and driving 
check, the RMV website 
says. Registry records indi-
cate that North Andover 
Auto School’s license was 
renewed in March 2020. 
Larocque’s instructor’s 

license was renewed in May 
2020, according to Riley.

On Thursday, MV Auto 
School school was open. 
Several vehicles with MV 
Auto School signage were 
parked in front of the busi-
ness, which is located in a 
strip mall near Academy 
Plaza in Bradford.

Students  enrol led  in 
Larocque’s schools who had 
road tests scheduled for 
Saturday took them, but did 
so at the RMV’s Haverhill 
office at Riversedge Plaza 
instead of at the schools, 
according to the email sent 
to parents by the Registry.

North  Andover  Auto 
School is contracted with 
North Andover High School 
to offer driver’s educa-
tion to students there, but 
has not offered in-person 
classes since February due 
to the coronavirus crisis, 
according to Rick Galante, 
director of community pro-
grams for the town’s School 
Department.

When the course was 
operating at North Andover 
High, classroom instruction 
took place after school, 
Galante said. Larocque last 
taught an in-person class 
there in September 2019 
and all subsequent classes 
we r e  t au g h t  by  o t h e r 
employees of the driving 
school, Galante said.

L a r o c q u e ,  l i k e  a l l 

e m p l oye e s  c o n t r a c t e d 
with North Andover High, 
was subjected to a back-
g r o u n d  c h e c k ,  wh i c h 
was completed in  late  
September 2019, according 
to Galante.

He said the auto school’s 
contract with the high 
school is due to expire and 
school officials are prepar-
ing to put it out to bid in 
hopes of resuming in-per-
son classes in the winter of 
2021.

Greater Lawrence Tech-
nical High School officials 
failed to respond to The 
Eagle-Tribune’s request 
about Larocque’s current 
affiliation with the driver 
education program there.

If convicted of the drug-
related charges against 
him, Larocque faces a man-
datory minimum sentence 
of 12 years in state prison, 
according to Lawrence Dis-
trict Court Judge Michael 
Uhlarik, who presided over 
Larocque’s arraignment 
after he was arrested.

Law enforcement offi-
cials said the drug investi-
gation involving Larocque 
began about two months 
ago and included multiple 
controlled purchases from 
both Larocque’s home and 
the driving school in North 
Andover.

Staff writer Mike LaBella 
contributed to this story.

the investigation, I know 
that our organization is not 
immune to implicit bias and 
I look forward to training in 
this area as it will be benefi-
cial to our members.”

Though the lieutenant 
has been exonerated, Town 
Manager Andrew Flanagan, 
Mansfield and members of 
the Select Board will not 

confirm his name, saying it 
is a “personnel matter.”

The town hired Discrimi-
nation and Harassment 
Solutions to conduct the 
investigation led by attor-
ney Regina Ryan, founder 
a n d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
firm. When contacted for 
comment Ryan said the 
town would need to give 
her approval to make a 
statement.

The incident in ques-
t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  Ju n e 

3 ,  when Andover resi -
dent  Gabby Bat ista ,  a 
19-year-old dark-skinned  
Dominican woman, cap-
tured an off-duty fire lieu-
tenant on camera as he was 
parked in his black Chevy 
Tahoe in her family’s drive-
way on Beacon Street.

The man is heard say-
ing in the video, which 
has almost 30,000 views on 
Twitter, “I just wanted to 
make sure someone wasn’t 
stealing something” after 

seeing Batista take mail 
from her own mailbox.

The incident raised con-
cerns that he questioned 
what Batista was doing in 
the neighborhood and open-
ing the mailbox because she 
is dark skinned.

The lieutenant was placed 
on paid administrative 
leave from the Fire Depart-
ment within 24 hours of the 
incident being reported to 
town officials, Flanagan’s 
release states. He has since 

returned to work with 
Andover Fire Rescue.

Yet, Select Board mem-
bers Gregory and Dan Koh 
took issue with the conclu-
sions of the investigation 
Monday night.

“I believe implicit bias 
is real and I have great 
respect for the firefighters 
of the town and the work 
they do to keep us all safe,” 
Koh said.

“But this conversation 
isn’t about firefighters, it’s 

about creating an inclusive 
Andover where people of all 
backgrounds feel safe and 
respected,” he continued. 
“It’s hard to explain unless 
you have felt it yourself, but 
the feelings that come with 
being made to feel different 
or an outsider in your own 
community — it’s crush-
ing, it’s devastating, it’s 
infuriating.”

Andover Fire Rescue will 
begin their implicit bias 
training in October.
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Columbia Gas has pledged 
another $10 million to the 
Merrimack Valley to com-
pensate for the 2018 gas 
disaster, this time in the 
form of grants to nonprofits 
in Andover, North Andover 
and Lawrence.

The money is on top of 
the $56 million the com-
pany was ordered to give to 
Merrimack Valley residents 
and businesses under a deal 
brokered by state Attorney 
General Maura Healey and 
is in addition to $47 mil-
lion class action lawsuit 
settlement for victims of the 
disaster.

The money, which will be 
doled out over five years 
at $2 million per year, will 

be managed by the Essex 
County Community Founda-
tion, or ECCF, an organiza-
tion based in Danvers.

Carol Lavoie Schuster, vice 
president for Grants, Non-
profit and Donor Services at 
ECCF, said the money will 
have a huge impact on non-
profits and their clients the 
three communities.

Nonprofit groups that 
apply and get through the 
approval process stand to 
gain $25,000 to $250,000 in 
annual grants, she said.

“This is a significant 
amount of money for orga-
nizations that are smaller in 
size,” she said. “This kind of 
grant goes a long way.”

The grant process opened 
last Thursday and will 
remain open until Dec. 4, 
according to Lavoie Schuster. 

Winners will be announced 
in March, she said.

To be eligible, the nonprof-
its must offer programs in 
Lawrence, Andover or North 
Andover.

The charitable foundation 
for NiSource, the parent 
company of Columbia Gas, 
announced the $10 million 
donation last Thursday.

On Sept. 13, 2018, overpres-
surized gas lines operated 
by Columbia Gas of Massa-
chusetts forced natural gas 
into homes and businesses 
across the region. The result 
was a series of explosions 
and fires that caused the 
death of one young man, 
scores of injuries and thou-
sands of evacuations.

Businesses were shut 
down for months while 
many people were forced to 

live in trailers supplied by 
the government or in their 
homes with no use of any 
gas appliances.

As part of the $56 million 
settlement with the state, 
Columbia Gas agreed to sell 
its Massachusetts assets to 
Eversource Energy, and the 
company will no longer be 
doing business in the state 
as of November.

“Even though NiSource 
may not be operating in 
Massachusetts in the future, 
it is still important to us to 
continue to stand with and 
support the communities 
of Andover, Lawrence, and 
North Andover,” said Joe 
Hamrock, CEO and presi-
dent of NiSource.

The ECCF will have addi-
tional oversight in admin-
istering the grants from an 

advisory committee includ-
ing local civic and business 
leaders, representatives of 
local charitable organiza-
tions, and representatives 
from NiSource and Ever-
source Energy.

Schuster said the grant 
committee will be looking 
at five main areas of con-
centration for the grants, 
including basic needs such 
as food, shelter and heating; 
economic and workforce 
development; emergency 
assistance and disaster 
preparedness; STEM and 
energy education;  and, 
f ina l ly,  environmental 
stewardship.

“ T h e s e  g r a n t s  a r e 
designed to support social 
infrastructure, to help assist 
people,” she said, noting 
that money won’t be going 

directly into the hands of 
residents or businesses, but 
will be used to help people 
expand their businesses to 
create jobs, for example.

The grants will also be 
available to municipalities 
working in partnership with 
nonprofits.

Beth Francis,  CEO of 
Essex County Community 
Foundation, said the grants 
will help many people.

“The areas of focus for 
funding are critical needs in 
the Merrimack Valley and 
this kind of long-term giv-
ing can help our region’s 
nonprofits deliver on strong 
outcomes for thousands of 
people,” she said.

For more information, 
and to submit an applica-
tion, visit www.eccf.org/
fundformerrimackvalley.

Columbia Gas donating $10M to area nonprofits
By Bill KirK

bkirk@andovertownsman.com

Select Board meeting.
On Sept. 15, Revoli Con-

struction was working on 
a water main outside St. 
Augustine’s School around 
11 a.m. when workers struck 

a Columbia Gas gas main 
on Chestnut Street, result-
ing in the evacuation of not 
only St. Augustine’s School, 
but homes and businesses 
in the area.

No one was injured in 
the incident, which took 
place two days after the 
two-year anniversary of the 

Merrimack Valley gas disas-
ter, according to Andover 
police.

C o l u m b i a  G a s  h a s 
accepted responsibility for 
the Merrimack Valley gas 
explosions that hit Andover, 
N o r t h  A n d o v e r  a n d  
Lawrence on Sept. 13, 2018, 
which killed a teenager, 

injured hundreds, and left 
residents without heat and/
or hot water for months.

I n  M a r c h ,  Co l u m b i a 
Gas pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court to causing the 
gas disaster and was sold 
to Eversource as part of 
a deal to avoid criminal 
prosecution.

Eversource is set to take 
over the company Sept. 30, 
but its presence in the area 
is a continued concern for 
some local officials.

“Something like this is 
obviously not one thing, it’s 
a systematic failure,” said 
Select Board member Alex 
Vispoli.

He added, “I don’t think 
we can accept another 
f a i l u r e  b y  C o l u m b i a  
Gas that endangered the 
safety of a school popula-
tion. Thank God nothing 
happened, but it certainly 
endangered those people 
and those students at that 
school.”
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MONDAY, OCT. 5

RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVE, 2 to 7 p.m. Masonic 
Hall, 111 Merrimac St., 
Haverhill. Urgent need for 
blood. Information and 
appointments: 1-800-RED 

CROSS or redcrossblood.
org.

TUESDAY, OCT. 20

R E D  C R O S S  B L O O D 
DRIVE, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Masonic Lodge, 7 High St., 
Andover. Urgent need for 

blood. All blood product 
donations will be tested for 
COVID-19 antibodies, pro-
viding insight into possible 
past exposure to this coro-
navirus. Only those feeling 
healthy and well should 
present to donate,  and 
appointments are strongly 
encouraged. Information 
and appointments: 1-800-
RED CROSS or redcross-
blood.org.

MONDAY, OCT. 26

RED CROSS BLOOD 

DRIVE, 2 to 7 p.m. Free 
Christian Church, 31 Elm 
St., Andover. Information 
and appointments: 1-800-
RED CROSS or redcross-
blood.org.

TUESDAY, OCT. 27

R E D  C R O S S  B L O O D 
DRIVE, 2 to 7 p.m. North 
Andover Senior Center, 120 
Main St. Information and 
appointments: 1-800-RED 
CROSS or redcrossblood.
org.

BLOOD DRIVES

Follow us on Twitter:

@andovertownsman 

has since been evacuated.
However, the numbers 

escalated. Last Friday, the 
college announced an addi-
tional 47 cases.

But the decision to go 

remote was made by the 
college after 12 cases that 
weren’t associated with the 
initial Monican Hall clus-
ter were identified through 
Saturday.

“Although we have not 
seen any spread beyond 
the cluster at Monican, 
we have had an additional 

12 isolated positive cases 
through Saturday amongst 
nearly 4,500 commuters, 
residential students and 
employees that were tested 
last week,” the school said 
in its statement. “Among 
these cases, there are three 
commuters, one employee 
a n d  e i g h t  r e s i d e n t i a l 

student positive cases.”
In-person classes are 

expected to resume Oct. 5. 
In the meantime, the cam-
pus and its residence halls 
(aside from Monican) will 
remain open. Residential 
students were encouraged 
by college officials to stay 
on campus.

OUTBREAK
 � Continued from Page  1
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Owned and Operated by Tim and Jeremy Giard

Now Offering Septic Pumping

Email or Call to schedule appointment today.

Office@giard.plumbing (978) 689-8336

Timothy A.Timothy A.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1971
Tree Removal, Pruning and Stump Grinding

FERRIS TREE
SERVICE inc.

ANDOVER, MA

Call For A Free Estimate
978-685-8789

www.ferristreeservice.com

A Supporter of Run for our Troops 5K Run/Walk

(978) 475-2200
68 Main St., andover, Ma
pcaruso@carusoandcaruso.com

PETER J. CARUSO
ATTORNEY

ESTATE 
PLANS

Protect Your Family
Protect Your Assets

Protect Yourself

Childrens’ Trusts
Revocable Trusts
Medicaid Plans

PROBATE COURT
FAMILY WILL ISSUES

“The Pursuit of Excellence”

Residential Design
Custom Homes

Additions
Renovations

Home Maintenance

(978) 688-5036

steeplechasebuilders.comwww.steeplechasebuilders.com
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Opinion

Letters to the editor

WEB QUESTION
Will you eat outside when the temperatures fall?
Andover has a bustling outdoor restaurant scene, which 

grew up as restaurant owners looked for alternatives to 
keep business going despite limits on indoor dining due 
to the pandemic. But winter and fall pose a challenge, and 
town officials and restaurant owners are weighing their 
options.

What will you do? Will you still patronize sidewalk cafes 
when temperatures drop into the 40s and 30s?

HEARTY NEW ENGLANDER: A little cold never stopped us. Seat 
me next to one of those gas heaters, under one of those large 
tents, or maybe give me a blanket. The opportunity to go 
out to dinner can’t be passed up, especially in a pandemic.

RATHER BE WARM: You can have the cold weather. I’d rather 

put in a reservation and wait for my socially distanced table 
to open up inside.

TAKEOUT: Eating outside isn’t happening, and indoor din-
ing isn’t either until there’s a vaccine for COVID-19. I’ll just 
order takeout until the weather gets nicer.

Last week’s question
Should “remote” school districts in places with few 

COVID-19 cases be pressured to bring students back to 
class?

State Education Commissioner Jeff Riley sent letters to 
16 school districts where COVID-19 infection rates are low 
but students are learning remotely, asking for their plans 
to bring kids back to in-person classes. The commissioner 

threatened unresponsive districts with an audit.
Andover is not on Riley’s list; the majority of students 

in town schools are studying under a hybrid model of in-
person and remote classes. But other districts in the region 
are, including Amesbury and Manchester Essex.

Should those and other districts be pressured to bring 
back their students?

BRING THEM BACK: In-person learning is the best option for 
kids, and districts where transmission of the virus is low 
have no good reason to keep students at bay. (30 votes)

LOCAL CHOICE: The coronavirus is still a danger regardless 
of local case counts, and schools have plenty of reason to be 
cautious. The commissioner shouldn’t force them into one 
model or another. (48 votes)

Finding the right recipe to keep restaurant patrons 
happy -- and local establishments in business -- will be 
more challenging as the weather turns colder, limiting 
the appeal of dining al fresco. But that’s the mission 
here in Andover, where the town has been conducting 
a survey that seeks to gauge diners’ feelings: How often 
will they go out to eat in December? Are they be will-
ing to eat while wearing a blanket? What about inside a 
large tent near a gas space heater?

The answers presumably will guide decisions not 
only of restaurant owners but also town officials 
who’ve already gone to lengths to make outdoor dining 
more, well, palatable. A rush of downtown restaurants 
to set up tables and chairs outside, and lure back cli-
entele after pandemic-related shutdowns, prompted 
officials to make accommodations such as allowing for 
seating on sidewalks and in parking spaces along Main 
Street. Barriers and heaters were set up. Three restau-
rants on Post Office Avenue share a seating area under 
a large tent.

Restaurants are now allowed some limited indoor 
seating, as well, but it won’t likely be enough for every-
one who’s grown accustomed to sitting outside. The 
trick will be to find a way to extend outdoor accommo-
dations deep into fall and even winter. “I’ve heard talk 
of foil blankets at every table, like you see people wrap 
themselves in at the end of marathons,” Brendan Hart, 
a shift supervisor at LaRosa’s, told reporter Breanna 
Edelstein.

At Salvatore’s, vinyl siding is now going up around 
the perimeter of the large tent set up in its parking lot. 
The restaurant’s interior is undergoing a preplanned 
renovation, which has been fine-tuned in the interest 
of separating diners. They’re also bringing in a plas-
tic, see-through, igloo-type structure to keep diners 
warm outdoors, general manager Kevin Branco told 
Edelstein. “We’re trying to figure out different ways 
to make it fun and functional for people to keep dining 
outside,” he said.

We look forward to seeing what they come up with. 
As restaurants seek to keep diners warm and happy to 
support their businesses, maintaining some semblance 
of nightlife is just as important to us patrons in need of 
the occasional respite.

Dining out 
 in the cold
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Hanging a screen in your kitchen where the world 
can peer inside used to be something that only hap-
pened on “The Jetsons.” Now, Saturday morning sci-
ence fiction is fact, and if you’re not careful, pouring a 
cup of coffee while wearing your ratty bathrobe could 
make you the unwitting star of a seventh-grade English 
class.

The delayed start of school has come, in most cases, 
with class schedules at least augmented by online 
meetings if not completely turned over to education 
platforms such as Schoology. That means students 
set up with tablets and computers wherever they find 
space in the house or apartment -- even if it’s space 
shared by others.

You don’t have to be a sitcom writer to see where this 
is going.

A video from a recent meeting of the Palm Beach 
County School Board that’s making the internet rounds 
features a scandalized teacher at Boca Raton Elemen-
tary School scolding parents for boorish behavior: 
“Parents, make sure you have on proper clothing when 
you are walking in front or behind the child’s computer, 
because we’ve seen them in their drawers, their bras 
and everything else,” reported Edith Pride, who also 
called out adults seen smoking joints (large ones, at 
that, according to Pride).

Only in Florida, right? Well, maybe not. Virtual work-
places created by necessity due to COVID-19 spawned 
a whole category of cringeworthy stories. That didn’t 
translate to classrooms at first — with the dawning of a 
pandemic last spring, online instruction in many cases 
did not involve as many face-to-face encounters.

But a new school year is a new ballgame.
School administrators anticipated this. Andover’s 

guidelines for students encourages changing out of 
their pajamas and logging from a place in their homes 
free from distraction. It doesn’t say so explicitly but 
surely embarrassing parents, siblings, neighbors and 
pets all count as distractions.

At some point teachers and their students will return 
to school buildings full time — let’s hope sooner rather 
than later — and we can laugh about this. Until then, 
parents of remote learning students beware.

Virtual classroom 
decorum

Humankind took an early 
shine to jewelry. The oldest 
known are two shell beads 
found in Skhul Cave in Israel. 
The beads are 100,000 years 
old and about the size of peas.

People who lived along the 
seashore decorated them-
selves with a great variety of 
shells, fish teeth and colored 
pebbles. People who lived 
inland used materials from 
the animals they hunted for 
food.

Over the ensuing centuries, 
the types of jewelry grew 
until they included hairpins, 
necklaces, rings, bracelets 
and belt and shoe buckles. 

Spurred by growing pros-
perity and increased supplies 
worldwide, jewelry became 
very popular during the 19th 
century. By the mid-1800s, 
merchants began opening 
jewelry stores to meet surging 
demand. The oldest store in 
the United States is Merkley 
Kendrick Jewelers, opened in 

1832 in Louisville, Kentucky.
Jewelry landed on Main 

Street Andover when watch-
maker John J. Brown became 
one of the earliest, if not the 
first, jeweler in town. Opening 
his doors in 1853, he offered 
patrons “silver, gold, watches, 
spoons.”  Brown’s jewelry 
store was a forefather.

Over the next 167 years 
some 25 jewelers have graced 
Main Street. Names no longer 
with us are Whitings (1867), 
Blackshaw (1919), Ferguson’s 
(1920) and Grecoe’s (1934).

Today, downtown Andover 
is home to just three jewelers.

Nazarian’s was founded in 
Lawrence in 1943 by watch-
maker Stephan Nazarian. His 
passion was to build a jewelry 
establishment “that would 
transcend time.”

The Nazarian family has 
found its way into the lives 
of families throughout New 
England for over 75 years, 
becoming one of the most 
trusted providers of fine jew-
elry, watches and giftware in 
New England.

Now located at 2 Elm St. 
in an elegant new flagship 
store in the Romanesque-style 
Musgrove Building, it also has 
stores in Newburyport and 
Salem, Massachusetts. For 
four generations, Nazarian’s 
has earned a reputation for 
the highest level of quality, 

service and value.
A second town mainstay, 

Royal Jewelers, opened in 
Lawrence in 1948, moving into 
the ARCO building at 52 Main 
St. in 1993. For over 70 years 
the business has maintained a 
tried and true formula of put-
ting people first and focusing 
on client satisfaction.

Royal Jewelers is consis-
tently recognized as one of 
the top 125 jewelers in the 
United States, the result 
of what owners Steve and 
Paula Leed call “the Royal 
experience.”

Quiet Pleasures is a jew-
elry boutique that offers an 
array of jewelry, gifts and 
“unexpected necessities.” 
Opened in Andover Center 
in 1995, the shop two years 

later moved to 29 Main St. 
(now La Fina restaurant), 
diagonally across from Old 
Town Hall, and in 2018 to its 
brand new, larger location at 
24 Chestnut St. 

For nearly 23 years, owner 
Kay Demaso has provided a 
variety of jewelry lines from 
designers creating unique 
and colorful pieces. Quiet 
Pleasures prides itself in a 
changing selection of classic, 
contemporary or “artistically 
funky” jewelry, gifts and 
accessories.

Today, the jewelry industry 
generates approximately 
$279 billion with 20,400 
stores throughout the United 
States.

Andover is home to three of 
the finest.

A passion for baubles, bangles and beads

Tom Adams
 Andover Center for 
History and Culture

Photo courtesy Andover Center for History and Culture
More than two-dozen jewelers have graced Andover’s 
downtown over the past 167 years. Today there are three. Royal 
Jewelers is consistently recognized among the top jewelers in 
the United States.

Public spaces shouldn’t 
have names with 

religious connotations
Editor, Townsman:

Some months ago I was 
surprised to see that the area 
beside the Shawsheen River 
that lies between the upper and 
lower soccer fields in the Shaw-
sheen neighborhood had been 
made into a reservation. I was 
pleased that the land would be 
protected.

What displeased me was the 
name: The Sacred Heart Reser-
vation, a name referencing the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

I am Jewish, I am secular, 
and I am an atheist. Suddenly, 
a place of natural beauty that 
had welcomed me for the 30 
years I’ve lived here made me 
feel excluded.

I, along with another neigh-
borhood resident, recently 
contacted the director of the 
Andover Conservation Com-
mission to express our objec-
tion to the name. The director 
referred us to an unofficial 
historian who informed us 
that the name was a reference 
to the Brothers of the Sacred 
Heart who had previously 
owned the land and ran what 
was the Sacred Heart School 
on Balmoral Street, now the 
Balmoral Condominiums.

This was supposed to give 
the name historic credence. 
But what does this prior owner 
have to do with Andover’s his-
tory? Had the owner been Joe 
Shmoe, the Nation of Islam or 
Chabad, how would the com-
mission have voted? Would it 
give the same name in today’s 
context?

This country is predomi-
nantly Christian. And I under-
stand that it’s likely that the 
voting members of the Andover 
Conservation Commission did 
not give the name of Sacred 
Heart a second thought.

But this is also the age of 
#MeToo and the Black Lives 

Matter movements, a time that 
insists we respect the rights 
and hear the voices of all.

Therefore, it is time our town 
demonstrate its awareness that 
names with religious connota-
tions should not be given to 
public spaces.

Thus far, The Andover Con-
servation Commission has not 
offered my neighbor nor I a 
reply that states its intention 
to rethink the name and take 
a new vote. That is why I am 
making my request public.

I will even make the follow-
ing suggestions — that the 
commission entertain names 
offered by Andover residents 
and/or adopt the policy of 
Burnside, Australia that is as 
follows:

1. A name that “recognizes 
an individual who has provided 
outstanding service to the com-
munity for a period in excess 
of 10 years and either the indi-
vidual or relatives of the indi-
vidual approve the use of the 
name”;

2. A name that “reflects the 
character, landscape, function 
or (valid) history of the area or 
the site”;

3.  A name that is an 
Aboriginal (Native Ameri-
can) name of relevance to the 
area and has the approval of 
the Kaurna people (tribe) it 
comes from;

One way or the other, the 
Andover Conservation Com-
mission must rename the 
Sacred Heart reservation and 
future reservations with a 
name that unites and welcomes 
all who walk there.

PEGGY RAMBACH
Andover

Closure of Yang’s 
Fitness a loss for 

Andover
Editor, Townsman:

What a strange time — for 
me and each of us.

COVID-19 changed every-
thing. On March 10, I stopped 

teaching spinning at Yang’s 
Fitness and also stopped four 
years of yoga for older guys.

That class represented my 
14th anniversary teaching 
spinning at Yang’s. They shut 
down for three-plus months, 
then opened in June on a very 
limited basis.

On Sept. 30, they close their 
doors for good. I am the senior 
(in many ways) spinning 
instructor — over 1,400 classes 
and hundreds of participants, 
some for just one class, and for 
a few folks a thousand classes.

I became the entry point into 
yoga for lots of guys.

This has been my com-
munity, and I miss the many 
friends I have made, and my 
sense of belonging to some-
thing that made all of us a 
little better, stronger, flexible, 
confident.

I was a part of a team of very 
competent, knowledgeable, 
caring and fit instructors and 
trainers. Every class I par-
ticipated in was at the highest 
professional level, yet suited for 
people of varying abilities.

Good teachers can do that.
The kindness and support 

of the owners, Alex and Diana 
Kiesel, is well-known in the 
Andover community. Indi-
vidually I was encouraged to 
become a spinning instructor 
and a yoga teacher, and Diana 
was my mentor on how to do 
it better.

Through it all they were 
an endless source of support, 
encouragement, love, mentor-
ship, creative thinking, respect 
and trust.

I have been blessed to work 
at Yang’s.

It is a loss to our community.
BEN KELLMAN

Andover

When will Andover 
check its spending?

Editor, Townsman:
A few weekends ago, 

Andover voted to allow our 

property taxes to be raised, yet 
again. Those taxes pay for 75% 
of the town’s budget, and a near 
majority of the annual budget 
goes toward our schools.

Setting aside the timing – as 
many Americans and, yes, even 
citizens of Andover struggle to 
deal with the economic impli-
cations of COVID-19 – our 
unquestioning propensity 
to pony up whatever assess-
ments the Town asks for is 
mind-blowing.

I moved here 15 years ago 
with the promise of great 
schools for a growing family, 
a nice town center, and a yard 
with room for dogs and, eventu-
ally, three children to play (that 
combination was hard to find 
affordably closer to Boston).

Back then, Andover High 
School was ranked 38th in the 
state and seemed on the rise.

Fast forward to 2020. 
Andover High is ranked 72nd, 
following years of contentious 
labor relations, driven by a 
vocal minority of high school 
teachers who now don’t want 
to show up for school. Oh, and 
we spent $50 million-plus on an 
elementary school (but we did 
get eco-friendly toilets).

The town keeps overspending, 
and we keep agreeing to pay the 
bill. There’s little restraint, no 
sacrifice, no hard choices. The 
town hides behind Proposition 
2 ½ and special assessments, 
and the budget keeps going up 
(nearly 4% this year).

At what point will we 
demand accountability? When 
will we say the budget doesn’t 
actually have to go up every 
year — especially when the 
economy is in crisis, we’re hurt-
ing, many services (including 
schools) are mostly virtual, and 
demands on infrastructure are 
relatively light?

Until we find the resolve to 
finally say “enough’s enough,” 
the blame (and the check) is 
on us!

CRAIG MARTIN
Andover
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ANDOVER TOWNSMAN OBITUARIES 
Obituaries in the Andover Townsman are paid notices.

To place an obituary, please visit andovertownsman.com/
submitobit. Call 1-800-681-6248 if you have any questions.

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

  �OBITUARIES 

SALEM, NH —  Shirley (Bar-
on) Souter, 82, of Salem, N.H., 
died peacefully on Saturday, 
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily.

Shirley was born in Law-
rence, Mass., where she grew 
up, and graduated from Sa-
cred Heart High School. After 
marrying, Shirley resided in 
Andover, Mass., for 45 years, 
spent several years in Japan 
and Germany, and lived part-
time in West Palm Beach, Fla. 
She was a resident of Salem 
for the past 16 years.

Shirley was a world traveler, 
having lived in Yokohama, 
Japan, and Wurzburg, Ger-
many, with her husband and 
children in the 1970s. With her 
family, she toured Europe and 
Japan, visiting Paris, the Alps, 
and Hong Kong, among other 
locations.

She always sought out ac-
tivities that included helping 
and caring for others, presid-
ing over the Officers’ Wives 
Club while in Germany and 
spending hours of her time 
helping the Red Cross.  When 
back in the States, she was ac-
tive in the Andona Society in 
Andover. She was also a mem-
ber of St. Matthew’s Parish in 
Windham, N.H.

After her time overseas, 
Shirley decided to work in the 
medical field and pursued an 
associate degree as a medical 
assistant. She worked for sev-
eral doctors in Andover and 
North Andover. In later years, 
Shirley was employed as the 
office manager for the fam-
ily business, Baron’s Major 
Brands Appliances.

Shirley took on the role of 
caretaker to many in her fam-
ily. Family and her dog, Vegas, 
meant the most to her.

Shirley was predeceased by 

her husband, Charles E. “Bud” 
Souter, and her son, Charles R. 
“Chuck” Souter.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Mark Souter of San 
Francisco, Calif., David and his 
wife Cathy Robertson Souter, 
of Windham, N.H., and Wen-
dy McKinnon of Anchorage, 
Alaska; her brother, Raymond 
Baron and his wife, Phyllis, 
of Laconia, N.H.; her grand-
children, Max, Scarlett, and 
Katrina Souter of Windham, 
N.H.; and many nieces and 
nephews.

ARRANGEMENTS: A funeral Mass 
will be celebrated on Tuesday, 
Sept. 29, at 11 a.m. at St. Matthews 
Parish, Windham, N.H. Burial will 
follow in Spring Grove Cemetery, 
Andover, Mass. The funeral Mass 
will be televised live on Facebook 
Live, on the Carrier Family Funeral 
Home’s Facebook page.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation at www.alz.org, or P.O. Box 
96011, Washington, D.C., 20090.

To view the service or send a 
message of condolence to the fam-
ily, please view the obituary at 
www.carrierfuneralhome.com.

Shirley (Baron) Souter, 82
1937 - 2020

ANDOVER —  Sean P. Bros-
nan, a resident of Andover, 
passed away unexpectedly at 
Addison Gilbert Hospital in 
Gloucester on Thursday, Sep-
tember 24, 2020 at age 57.

Sean was born in Worces-
ter on December 15, 1962. He 
graduated from Burncoat 
High School in Worcester, and 
from UMASS-Amherst. Sean 
was married to Lori Rice on 
September 23, 1989 and they 
lived in Littleton before set-
tling in Andover to raise a 
family of three sons.

In 1985, Sean began a suc-
cessful 35 year career in land-
scape development. Start-
ing as a project manager for 
Schumacher Landscaping, 
Sean worked in landscape de-
velopment for many years for 
ValleyCrest, and later served 
as the Senior Vice President 
of BrightView. Well respected 
and considered a leader in 
the industry,  Sean took great 
pride in his work, overseeing 
large development projects 
throughout the Northeast and 
New York including for the 
City of Boston, Massport, the 
New England Patriots, and 
many large private companies 
and public entities.

At home, Sean always stayed 
busy. With three sons, Sean 
took an active role in their ath-
letics, serving as coach and 
being their constant support 
through practices and games. 
Sean also enjoyed working 
outdoors, gardening, and 
always had a home improve-
ment project going around 
the house in Andover or their 
summer house in Rockport. 
Sean was happiest at the fam-
ily cottage where he had a 
front row seat of Long Beach, 
the ocean, and most impor-
tantly the moon. He enjoyed 
fishing, walking the beach, 
and catching up with friends 
and family on the front deck.

Well loved by all who knew 
him, Sean was generous with 
his time and always willing to 
help. He was deeply devoted 

to his family, took great pride 
in his family’s Irish heritage, 
and was delighted to spend 
anytime with his three sons.  
He will be deeply missed, but 
always lovingly remembered.

Sean was the beloved hus-
band of Lori (Rice) Brosnan 
with whom he shared 31 years 
of marriage. Cherished son of 
Nancy (Laukaitis) Brosnan of 
Worcester and the late Denis 
Brosnan of County Cork, Ire-
land. Devoted father of Justin 
R. Brosnan, Griffin P. Bros-
nan, and Cameron C. Brosnan. 
Loving brother of Kathleen 
Galante and her companion, 
David Alaimo, Dennis Bros-
nan, Jr. and his wife Elizabeth, 
Eileen Brosnan, and Maureen 
Belletete and her husband, 
Jim. Caring brother-in-law of 
Susan Buckley and her hus-
band, Gary, Karen Mulvihill 
and her husband William, Di-
ane Robichaud and her hus-
band William, and Denise Col-
lins and her husband, Sean. 
Loved uncle of many nieces 
and nephews.

ARRANGEMENTS: Out of respect 
for public health, the Brosnan fam-
ily will gather privately to honor 
and remember Sean. Gifts may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, 309 Waverley Oaks Rd., 
Waltham, MA 02452. To view the 
online tribute and express your 
love and support visit RobinsonFu-
neralHome.com.

Sean P. Brosnan, 57
December 15, 1962 - September 24, 2020

One man was arrested 
and  two others  were 
detained following a drug 
bust outside the SpringHill 
Suites last Thursday, Sept. 
17.

Cl i f ton  Cousins ,  29 , 
of Parsonfield, ME, was 
a r r e st e d  by  A n d ove r 
Police after detectives 
with the Department’s  
Substance Abuse Unit 
working in the River Road 
area observed Cousins, 
who was with another 
man and woman, purchase 
drugs outside the hotel. 

He was arrested on a for-
eign warrant and charged 
with 94C/32E/E trafficking 
over 18 grams of a Class A 
substance.

During the bust, police 
seized 380 grams of fen-
tanyl and over $2,000 in 
drug money.

Cousins was arraigned 
in Lawrence District Court 
on Sept. 21 and is currently 
being held in Middleton 
County Jail on $5,000 bail. 
The other two individuals 
– whose names were not 
released by police – were 
summonsed to court.

Cousins is due back in 
court on Oct. 16.

380 grams of fentanyl, 
$2K seized in bust

By Genevieve Dinatale

Staff writer

One man was 
arrested during 
a drug bust 
outside the 
SpringHill Suites 
in Andover 
on Sept. 17. 
Police seized 
380 grams of 
fentanyl and 
over $2,000 in 
drug money.

Courtesy photo

100 Years Ago—October 1, 
1920

Three Chinese students 
were enrolled as pupils in the 
public schools of Andover 
this week. The group were 
members of a party of two 
hundred and six Chinese 
students the largest number 
that has ever been sent to 
the United States on a single 
vessel, who arrived in San 
Francisco, September 19th 
on the China Mail steamship 
“Nanking.”

Ernest Beaulieu of Andover 
Street recently met with a 
severe accident when as he 
was driving down Andover 
Street Hill, the breeching 
broke. The horse took fright, 
and threw Mr. Beaulieu out. 
He suffered a severe shak-
ing up and also two broken 
bones in his ankle. At the last 
report, Mr. Beaulieu was hob-
bling around on crutches.

Notices have been posted 
by the Smith and Dove Manu-
facturing Company that until 
further notice their mills will 
not be operated on Satur-
days. The concern has been 
unusually busy for several 
years and its product of shoe 
and harness threads has had 
a ready market. The general 
unrest in business and the 
depression in the shoe trade 
has caused the curtailment. 
The hours are now forty-
three per week.

75 Years Ago—September 27, 
1945

The third drowning in less 
than two years took place 
in the Shawsheen River this 
week, when four year old 
John Wade, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Wade, 51 Marland 
St., Ballardvale, was found 
drowned at 5:40 a.m. Tues-
day near the Shawsheen 
Grove section of the river. He 
had been missing from his 
home since 4:05 p.m. Monday. 
The body was found in an 
arched culvert of a railroad 
bridge a few hundred feet 
west of Lowell Junction, after 
a bloodhound, which was 

brought here from Scituate, 
R.I. by state police had led 
searchers to within a few feet 
of the spot.

A meeting of the 300th 
anniversary of the Incorpora-
tion of Andover as a Town 
committee was held at the 
Town House on Thursday 
evening, September 13. The 
committee agreed unani-
mously that some sort of 
observation should be held, 
the exact nature of which 
would be decided at the 
annual town meeting in the 
spring.

Robert Harding, a pris-
oner of war of the Japanese, 
died on December 27, 1943, 
according to word received 
by his mother, Mrs. Hazel 
Harding, Williams Hall. He 
was with the Royal Riflemen 
of Canada.

50 Years Ago—October 8, 
1970

William A. Doherty, school 
committeeman for over 35 
years in Andover, sits with 
his former colleagues, in 
a front page photo, as he 
hears that approval has been 
given for an addition to the 
former Central School, now 
named in his honor. Action 
took place at Monday’s Town 
Meeting which, by voice vote 
approved $80,000 for working 
drawings for the addition.

Daniel Bolduc, 14 Brechin 
Terrace, is not just one of the 
Townsman’s top newsboys, 
but he is also a champ in 
baseball. Dan was a member 
of the town’s champion-
ship Little League team and 
proudly displays his trophy 
as a member of the winning 
club.

Al Graceffa, formerly direc-
tor of the band at Wilmington 
High school came to Andover 
this year and was shown 
leading Andover High 
School’s band at the Eugene 
Lovely field two weeks ago.

Rick Harrison, who cov-
ered sports for the Towns-
man during varying seasons, 
left this week to cover the 
World Series for the Lowell 
newspaper with which he is 
employed.

All those years ago
Susan McKelliget

BOSTON — When Ron 
Jedraszek plugs into a vehi-
cle’s computer system to 
diagnose a problem, the only 
thing he sees on the screen 
is numbers and codes.

The longtime owner of 
Park Street Auto in Bev-
erly says that’s why he is 
baffled by “misleading” TV 
ads opposing Question 1, a 
referendum set for the ballot 
Nov. 3 in Massachusetts.

The ads, part of a multimil-
lion-dollar campaign backed 
by a coalition of auto mak-
ers, suggest sexual preda-
tors could more easily stalk 
victims if voters approve 
changes to the so-called 
“right to repair” law.

One commercial shows 
a woman walking to her 
vehicle in an empty parking 
garage as the camera peers 
around a corner and follows 
her. Another shows a man 
walking up to a home and 
using a handheld remote to 
enter through the garage 
door.

“They’re trying to scare 
people,” said Jedraszek, who 
supports Question 1 and was 
featured in a recent TV ad 
backing the initiative. “The 

only information we get out 
of cars is sensor codes and 
other automotive repair 
stuff. We don’t have access 
to personal information.”

If approved, Question 1 
would overhaul a 2013 state 
law requiring car compa-
nies to share diagnostic 
data with car owners and 
independent repair shops. 
The law requires automak-
ers to provide access to their 
computer codes.

The “right to repair” 
coalition says the law needs 
updating because it unfairly 
allows automakers to use 
wireless technology to steer 
business toward dealerships, 
cutting out small shops and 
driving up consumer costs.

Opponents of Question 1 
say the law already accounts 
for technological advances 
and doesn’t need revision. 
Far from being a David vs. 
Goliath battle, they say, 
the proposed changes are 
sought by the deep-pocketed 
retail auto parts industry 
looking to expand its share 
of the market.

“Question 1 has never 
been about repair, and it has 
never been about local repair 
shops,” said Conor Yunits, 
spokesperson for the No on 
1 campaign and Coalition 

for Safe and Secure Data. 
“Question 1 is about national 
retail auto parts suppliers 
who want your data so they 
can increase their profits for 
Wall Street investors.”

A key issue in the debate is 
whether expanded access to 
so-called “telematics” would 
risk the safety of car owners 
and cybersecurity.

Opponents of Question 1 
claimed in a statewide voter 
guide to have support from 
Jane Doe Inc., an advocacy 
group for victims of sexual 
abuse, but the group is distanc-
ing itself from the ballot fight.

In a statement, Jane Doe 
said it “initially raised safety 
and privacy concerns” about 
the proposed changes, but 
further analysis showed 
the ballot initiative “does 
not appear to pose the 
heightened risk of breach of 
personal information as sug-
gested by those who oppose 
this initiative.”

“We do not support the 
use of survivor fears or 
needs as pawns in a debate 
that is not ultimately about 
the needs of survivors,” the 
group added.

Supporters of the changes 
have enlisted former Boston 
Police Commissioner Ed 
Davis, who has blasted the 

opponents’ ads as a “dishon-
est fear campaign.”

Opponents  have also 
pointed to testimony by 
the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, 
which said the changes 
would force auto makers 
to redesign vehicles in a 
manner that “introduces 
cybersecurity risks.” Ques-
tion 1 supporters say that 
testimony was based on pro-
posed legislation, not the 
ballot question.

Both groups are spending 
heavily to convince voters 
ahead of the election, mak-
ing it the most costly ques-
tion on the ballot.

The Coalition for Safe and 
Secure Data, which opposes 
the changes, spent about 
half of the nearly $25 mil-
lion it had raised as of Sept. 
15, according to filings with 
the Office of Campaign and 
Political Finance.

Meanwhile, the Massa-
chusetts Right to Repair 
Committee, which backs the 
update, raised more than 
$15 million and spent $10.8 
million.

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. 

Question 1 ballot fight focuses on cybersecurity
By Christian M. WaDe

cwade@cnhi.com

MONDAY, SEPT. 21

Arrest: Joanne Tober, 30, of 
North Andover, was arrested 
for an OUI liquor, marked 
lanes violation, assault and 
battery on a police officer and 

negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle, Central Street, 10:13 
p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 22

Motor vehicle stop: Written 
warning — speed, Lovejoy 
Road, 8:24 a.m.

Larceny: Caller reported that 
someone stole some of her 
silverware set either a few 
weeks ago or in April, which 
was the last time she used 
them, Sunset Rock Road, 9:43 
a.m.

Assist other agency: A call 
from Tewksbury reports a 
bank robbery with MA plates 
REG 2FWJ21 heading toward 
Andover. Tewksbury police 
reported that they have both 
parties in custody, town of 
Tewksbury, 10:00 a.m.

Request officer: Fireworks 
were turned into Officer 
Blouin for destruction, Grey-
birch Road, 11:41 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23

Identity fraud: Identity fraud 
regarding an unemployment 
scam, Sunset Rock Road, 
12:06 p.m.

Scam: Caller from California 
reports he was scammed out 
of $5,000 on Sept. 21, North 
Main Street, 12:34 p.m.

Unwanted guest: A caller from 
South Church reports a home-
less woman in a tan Camry has 
been staying in the parking lot 
even after she was asked to 
leave on a prior occasion. The 
woman was told to move along 
and that her belongings had to 
be moved out of the area by 9 
p.m., Central Street, 5:51 p.m.

Suspicious activity: A caller 
reports that someone was 
having fire near a teepee in 
the area. An officer requested 
the Fire Department respond 
because several small stumps 
are smouldering on a footpath 
not accessible to vehicles, Har-
old Parker Road, 9:17 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24

Suspicious activity: Staff at CVS 
report two people with back-
packs in the store. An officer 
went to the store and found 
nothing, Main Street, 2:09 a.m.

Crash-pedestrian: A 911 caller 
reports a car crashed into a 
pedestrian, Lowell Street, 6:34 
a.m.

Larceny: A caller reports they 
saw horses stolen from their 
driveway, River Road, 9:46 a.m.

Fraud: A caller reports that 
they put down a payment for 
paving and the company is no 
longer responding to calls. No 
work or products have been 
delivered, Chandler Road, 
2:07 p.m.

Assault: A 911 caller reports 
that her 20-year-old autistic 
daughter was attacked by 
neighbors, Memorial Circle, 
9:08 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25

Motor vehicle stop: Verbal 
speed, Essex Street, 6:32 a.m.

Road rage: A caller reports 
that as she was turning onto 
River Road a man in RED 
48C680 swerved around her. 
He then turned around and fol-
lowed her flashing his lights. 
When she pulled over he got 
out of his car and he yelling 
and taking pictures of her car, 
River Road, 8:02 a.m.

Vandalism: Caller reported 
their door was egged, River 
Road, 9:07 a.m.

Suspicious activity: There 
was a report of a male in 

MA/265GW7 sitting in the 
shade and staring into the 
children’s play area. Police 
responded and found the vehi-
cle unoccupied and noticed 
multiple vehicles parked in the 
area while people are eating 
lunch, Burnham Road, 12:18 
p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 26

Motor vehicle stop: Verbal 
warning for defective tail 
light, Minuteman Road, 12:28 
p.m.

Well being check: Rutland 
police requested a well being 
check on a woman who left 
her vehicle at their forest for 
a week. An officer reports he/
she spoke with the registered 
owner who reports her boy-
friend has the vehicle and has 
been hiking all week. Rutland 
was notified, Railroad Street, 
7 a.m.

Well being check: A caller 
requested a well being check 
on her friend who she hasn’t 
heard from since yesterday 
at noon. An officer reports he 
spoke with a male who said 
he’s fine, Woodview Way, 7:24 
a.m.

Domestic: A caller reports 
that they are at the house and 
the husband has changed the 
locks and will not let the wife 
in, Timothy Drive, 1:47 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 27

Dog complaint: A resident 
found a pitbull with no tags 
and has it secured in her 
backyard, Haverhill Street, 
9:15 a.m.

Suspicious activity: A walk-
in reported that someone 
attempted to enter mother’s 
apartment, damaging her 
screen, Frye Circle, 12:53 p.m.

Request officer: A caller 
reports that many packages 
fell out of the back of a U.S. 
Postal truck. An officer reports 
that the truck was found and 
the packages returned, Sum-
mer Street, 3:05 p.m.

Recovered motor vehicle: Sir-
ium XM reports that a motor 
vehicle that was reported 
missing from Manchester By 
The Sea is now sitting near 
the woods. The vehicle was 
towed back to the station and 
Manchester Police were noti-
fied, Rolling Ridge Road, 5:20 
p.m.
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Invites you to join us in remembering 
the life of Helen G. (Manning) Wall. 
Taken too soon on April 29, 2020 of 
COVID-19. A Mass offering will be 

held on Saturday October 17, 2020; 4 
pm. St. Michael’s Parish - 196 Main 
St. North Andover, Mass. Contact 
Conte Funeral Home regarding 

charitable donations.

The Family of the Late

Helen G. (Manning) 
Wall

FINAL-1 Tue, Sep 29, 2020 10:48:52 PM



R E G I O N

Restaurants will allowed 
to seat more customers 
beginning next week under 
loosened COVID-19 guide-
lines unveiled by Gov. Char-
lie Baker last week.

The updated rules also 
allow restaurants to use bar 
seating areas for food ser-
vice, under social distanc-
ing guidelines.

“ B a r s  a r e  c l o s e d , 

nightclubs are closed, but 
the evidence from other 
states with respect to this 
issue are clear,” Baker said. 
“Restaurants can use bar 
seating for regular food 
service with appropriate 
distance in place.”

The new seating guidelines 
apply to both indoor and out-
door dining. Tables must still 
be spaced at least 6 feet apart 
or separated by plexiglass or 
another physical barrier.

The changes won’t affect 

capacity limits and other 
restrictions on restaurants, 
and bars and nightclubs will 
remain closed until Stage 4 
of the reopening plan.

“Until there’s a medical 
breakthrough like a vaccine, 
we have to do all we can, 
working with our colleagues 
in the food service business, 
to keep our restaurants and 
our other businesses safe,” 
Baker said.

Bob Luz, president of the 
Massachusetts Restaurant 

Association, said the wel-
come changes will help 
struggling restaurant own-
ers, many of whom are oper-
ating well below capacity 
under the state’s reopening 
rules.

“It’s a healthy shot in the 
arm,” he said. “It’s also an 
indication of what the gov-
ernor has been saying all 
along, that restaurants have 
been doing a very good job 
of managing the protocols 
and operating safely.”

L u z  s a i d  e x p a n d i n g 
indoor dining as winter 
approaches will be crucial 
for restaurants that have 
less space and capacity to 
seat customers.

Baker said Wednesday the 
state’s coronavirus metrics 
continue to show progress 
as it reopens the economy. 
The positive COVID-19 test 
rate, one gauge of the out-
break, has been below 1% 
for several weeks, Baker 
added.

“Almost half a million 
people have gone back to 
work since that reopening 
process began,” he said. 
“And over that period of 
time, unlike what we saw 
in many other states, our 
positive test rate continued 
to drop.”

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. Email him at 
cwade@cnhi.com

Baker loosens COVID-19 rules on restaurants
By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse Reporter

BOSTON — Abortion 
rights groups are pushing 
state lawmakers to expand 
access to the procedure in 
light of President Donald 
Trump’s nomination of a 
judge known for her conser-
vative, anti-abortion views to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

The advocates are urging 
lawmakers to pass the so-
called ROE Act, which would 
permit late-term abortions 
after 24 weeks of pregnancy 
in cases where a fetus is not 
expected to survive. Current 
state law allows an abortion 
after 24 weeks only if neces-
sary to preserve the life of 
the mother.

“If this nomination is con-
firmed, we will no longer 

be able to rely on the U.S. 
Supreme Court to protect 
us,” Dr. Jennifer Childs-
Roshak, president and CEO 
of the Planned Parenthood 
League of Massachusetts, 
said in a statement.

Anti -abort ion groups 
strongly oppose the changes, 
saying they would allow 
more late-term abortions to 
be performed.

“There’s a reason we call 
it the infanticide act,” said 
Andrew Beckwith, execu-
tive director of the Massa-
chusetts Family Institute. 
“Because it deliberately and 
explicitly eliminates protec-
tions for infants born alive 
during abortions.”

On Saturday, Trump nomi-
nated federal Appeals Court 
Judge Amy Coney Barrett 
to fill the seat made vacant 

by the death of Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Trump has vowed 
to push her confirmation 
through the Republican-
controlled Senate before the 
Nov. 3 presidential election.

While it’s not clear that 
Barrett ’s  conf irmation 
would lead to an immediate 
challenge of the 1973 Roe V. 
Wade ruling that legalized 
abortion, advocates for abor-
tion rights are worried the 
precedent is at risk.

Rebecca Hart Holder, 
executive director of NARAL 
Pro-Choice Massachusetts, 
said Barrett’s judicial record 
“shows she is a clear and 
present threat to reproduc-
tive freedom.”

“Much like the nomina-
tions of Justices (Brett) 
Kavanaugh and  (Nei l ) 

Gorsuch, this nomination is 
yet another attempt by this 
administration to achieve 
its ultimate goal of denying 
us the ability to control our 
lives, bodies and futures,” 
Holder said.

The proposal on Beacon 
Hill also would expand the 
criteria under which late-
term abortions are permitted 
and eliminate a requirement 
that minors seeking an abor-
tion get permission from a 
parent or judge.

Republican lawmakers 
and conservative groups 
are resisting the legisla-
tion, however. They include 
Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, 
archbishop of  Boston , 
who criticized the proposal 
as “radical” and “destruc-
tive” and called on Catho-
lics and the state’s elected 

officials to reject it.
“It is being pressed for-

ward as if it were neces-
sary in a state with some 
of the most expansive abor-
tion laws in the country,” 
O’Malley said in a statement.

Trump, a Republican 
whose reelection is sup-
ported by anti-abortion 
groups, has pledged to 
appoint conservative jus-
tices to the Supreme Court 
who will overturn Roe v. 
Wade and let states decide 
whether to legalize abortion.

Opponents of Barrett’s 
confirmation point to her 
work on the 7th Circuit 
Court of Appeals, where 
she dissented in a 2016 case 
in which her fellow judges 
blocked a law making it 
illegal in Indiana to get an 
abortion because of fetal 

disability.
It’s unclear if the ROE Act 

has enough votes to pass 
the state’s Democrat-con-
trolled Legislature, and if so, 
whether it would pass with a 
veto-proof majority. The bill 
is currently before the Leg-
islature’s Judiciary Commit-
tee, which has until Nov. 12 
to vote on advancing it.

Gov. Charlie Baker, a 
Republican who supports 
abortion rights, has taken 
steps to defend the state’s 
current reproductive laws 
but says he opposes late-
term abortions.

Meanwhile, the state’s 
Republican Party is focus-
ing on Democrats’ support 
for the ROE Act in blistering 
political ads targeting law-
makers with GOP challeng-
ers in November.

Abortion rights advocates push for broader access
By Christian M. Wade

cwade@cnhi.com

MIDDLETON — A COVID-
19 outbreak at the Middleton 
Jail has led to the suspension 
of in-person visits and bring-
ing prisoners to the county’s 
courthouses, a spokeswoman 
confirmed Monday. 

The spike in cases comes 
as the state’s restrictions on 
gatherings and businesses, 
including restaurants, are 
gradually being relaxed and 
as schools are resuming in-
person learning in many 
communities. 

As of Monday, there are 14 
inmates and nine staff mem-
bers who have tested positive 
for the virus, said Gretchen 
Grosky, a spokeswoman for 
the Essex County Sheriff’s 
Department.

“We believe the illness 
is isolated to one building, 
but we’ve taken a number 
of precautions throughout 
our facility to mitigate the 
exposure and risk to oth-
ers, including temporarily 
suspending visits and using 
video conferencing for 
inmate court appearances,” 
Grosky said in an email.

“Everyone in our facility 
is wearing N95 (or) KN95 
masks and we continue to 
enforce a rigorous 24-hour 
cleaning schedule, symptom 
monitoring, as well as social 
distancing.”

Jail officials are also look-
ing into how the virus pos-
sibly got into the facility. 

According to a weekly 

summary provided to the 
Supreme Judicial Court as a 
result of last spring’s lawsuit 
by the state’s public defender 
office, the jail had had a total 
of 84 confirmed cases among 
inmates and 21 among cor-
rectional officers and staff 
since the spring. 

One inmate, a 41-year-old 
man, died in April. 

The latest report, which 
covers a period from Sept. 
17 to Sept. 23, indicated that 
there were two active cases 
of COVID-19, both involving 
prisoners. 

On Saturday, the Essex 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment announced that it 
was suspending visitation 
temporarily. 

A number of scheduled 
court hearings in Essex 
County courthouses, includ-
ing hearings scheduled in 
Salem and Newburyport, 
were postponed due to the 
defendants not being able 
to be brought to court. But 
remote hearings were tak-
ing place. 

COVID-19 cases spike 
at Middleton Jail

By Julie Manganis

Staff Writer

SALEM, N.H. — A U.S. 
Marine veteran, a mom and 
others looking to spread the 
“Keep America Great” mes-
sage shopped for campaign 
gear at the new Trump Super-
store at 301 Main St. early Fri-
day afternoon.

The week-old business — 
located in the former Mike’s 
Red Barn — is a one-stop-shop 
for items supporting President 
Donald Trump as he seeks a 
second term in the White 
House.

According to the store’s 
website, the only other of its 
kind is in Stratham, just over 
30 miles north.

Owner Lee Cook, who 
describes himself as “a 
pretty big Trump sup-
porter,” opened the tempo-
rary shop after noticing a 
high demand for campaign 
merchandise.

“People were looking 
for this stuff,” he said. “We 
wanted to give them a place 
to buy it.”

His independent busi-
ness will remain open at 

least until the Nov. 3 election, 
he said, with donations being 
made to Trump’s re-election 
efforts during that time.

A worker at the store Friday, 
Ralph Terrazano, said “when 
Trump wins we’ll stay open a 
little longer.”

According to him, busi-
ness has been steady, with 
folks stopping by to check out 
Trump-branded hats, bumper 
stickers, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
masks, flags and more, along-
side similar merchandise 
showing support for police.

Bobble heads of the presi-
dent and whiskey glasses 
etched with his name were 
expected to arrive later that 
afternoon, Terrazano said.

He has watched the majority 

of people walk through the 
door with a smile. But “about 
5%,” he estimates, have been 
“negative.”

“There have been a few 
who come in and aren’t happy 
that we’re here,” Terrazano 
said. “But they’re few and far 
between. I try not to engage 
with them. I just sit here (near 
the entrance) in case anyone 
who comes in tries to pull 
anything (like destroying mer-
chandise or making threats).”

Others, who have steered 
clear of the place, include 
Democratic state Rep. candi-
date Sara Dillingham.

She describes the store, in a 
word, “threatening.”

For Dillingham, it’s “a bea-
con of the hatred perpetuated 

by the Trump administration.”
“In talking with constitu-

ents, they’ve felt strongly 
enough about the store to talk 
to me about it,” she said. “This 
election year is more polarized 
than ever, with a whole popu-
lation of people — minorities 
— feeling unsafe with Trump 
as president.”

Dillingham is a member of 
the New Hampshire Demo-
cratic Committee and said the 
organization has been given 
permission by the property 
owner across Main Street 
to campaign for Democratic 
presidential nominee Joe 
Biden in the near future.

“That I plan to do,” she 
said. “But I definitely won’t be 
going into the store.”

Trump Superstore opens doors in Salem
By Breanna edelstein

Staff Writer
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Call 978-372-3930

One Nichols Way, Groveland, MA 01834

Nichols-Village.com

Be Independent for Lifeffeefef

Please feel free to 

call at 978-994-5469

Kim  

Sciuto 
Formerly of Colonial 

Barbers in Andover, MA 

has now relocated to 

Frank’s Barber Shop at 

150 Main Street  

North Andover, MA 01845

Sciuto 

Quality Family 
and 

Cosmetic Dentistry

Presenting the Dental Hygiene 
Team at Premier Dental Concepts 
in Andover. Rosalie and Lisa 
are happy to provide you with 
professional, caring and efficient 
care. Let them help you get and 
maintain healthy teeth and gums 
for your lifetimes.

Call for an appointment today 1-978-475-1030

Visit us on our website www.myandoverdentist
Conveniently located in Shawsheen Village, Rt 28. 

Dental cleanings, Exams, Fillings, Crowns, Bridges, Implants. 

Free Consultations And Second Opinions. 
Most Dental Plans Accepted, Care Credit Financing 

and In-House Discount Plan*

 Peter Wojtkun, DMD/ Kathy Sendek, DMD
*call for details

Rosalie LisaPeter Wojtkun, D.M.D.                    Kathy M. Sendek, D.M.D. 

Fall Crown &  
Bridge Special

SAVE up to 40%* 

•Dental Cleanings
•Exams
•Fillings

•Crowns
•Bridges
•Implants

Free Consultations and Second Opinions. Most Dental Plans 
Accepted, Care Credit Financing and In-House Discount Plan

Visit us on our website MyAndoverDentist.com • Convieniently Located In 
Shawsheen Village, Rt. 28 • 349-351 North Main St. Unit 1,

 Andover, MA 01810
 *Call Today For Details or Appointments 1-978-475-1030
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Townspeople

Do you have an upcoming 
event that should be fea-
tured on the Townspeople 
page or elsewhere in the 
Townsman? We want to 
feature it, too.

To get your story and 
photos into the paper, con-
tact Editor Tracey Rauh at 
trauh@andovertownsman.

com.
Attached hi-resolution 

photos with detailed cap-
tions  — two photos per 
email and up to eight pho-
tos  — along with a short 
write-up about your sub-
mission. Captions should 
include first and last names, 
with photo subjects listed 

from left.
For more information, 

email or call Tracey Rauh 
at 978-946-2242.

We want your photos and stories

Please recycle  
this newspaper.

Members of Andover Boy 
Scouts Troop 76 took their 
first camping trip amid the 
pandemic at the Andover 
Conservation Commission’s 
Pole Hill Reservation from 
Sept. 11 to 13.

A total of 20 scouts and 
adult volunteers went on 
the adventure, all following 
CDC, state, and Boy Scouts 
of America regulations. 
While there, along with 
many other activities, they 
completed a service project 
involving clearing brush 
from the trails to make them 
safer for hikers.

This was the first camping 
trip with the troop for five of 
the scouts and their families, 
who said they look forward 
to going again in the near 
future.

In the early 20th century, 
Pole Hill was known as “The 
Grove,” according to the 
Andover Trails website.

The Boston and Maine 
Railroad promoted the area 
where there was a dance 
hall, picnic area, running 
track, and a small rail siding 
to load and offload.

The Grove attracted lots 
of people and at one time 
you could also rent small 
craft like canoes to paddle 
upstream to the attraction.

After various difficulties, 
the dance hall was closed 
down, and now you can only 
see some evidence suggest-
ing faint memories of Pole 

Hill. Pole Hill is 34 acres 
and can be accessed from 
Pole Hill Drive, where you 
can park in the circle, or by 
canoeing up the Shawsheen 
River.

Troop 76 is part of the 
West Wind District, Spirit of 
Adventure Council, Scouts 
BSA. The troop currently 
meets Friday at 7 p.m. on 
Zoom, but normally meets at 
Ballard Vale United Church, 
23 Clark Road, Andover.

Troop 76 is open to boys 
and girls age 11 and older, or 
who have completed the fifth 
grade. For more information 
email webmaster@andover-
troop76.com.

– By David Irza, junior 
assistant scoutmaster 

and Owen Finaly, assistant 
senior patrol leader. 

Scouts camp Pole Hill, complete service project

Rich Barton/Courtesy photos
Scouts, leaders and others gather for a group photo.

New Scout Tim Feng prepares sandwiches to order.

A Recreation Department-run fall yoga 
class for 12 children ages 9 to 11 began last 
week at Andover’s Recreation Park.

The program, Youth Yoga & Mindfulness, 
is meant not only to teach the children yoga 
skills, but also to offer them a way to safely 
relax with others. Participants bring their 
own mat and practice social distancing.

Several programs for adults and children 
are being held by the department.

Schedule booklets used to be mailed to all 
Andover homes, but due the pandemic are 
available online only at www.andoverrec.
com.

NAMASTE: CHILDREN ENJOY YOGA 

TIM JEAN/Staff photos 

Avery Slaughter, 10, learns a tree pose. 

Lylah Buono, 10, keeps her balance while learning a pose. 

Maggie Campisi, 10, pays close attention to her instructor. 

Madeleine Olson, 10, practices the cobra.

10-year-old Brooke Morris, left, learns a tree pose.

Instructor Shannon Fitzgerald leads participants.
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Small jobs to 
big jobs.

Insured.

Free Estimates.

References.

Call MIKE
603-890-1122

MD’S 
HOME 

REPAIR

• Remodeling
• Repairs
• Painting

Solution in Classified Section

  1. They look out for kids

  4. Play

  7. Water (French)

  8. Prayer leader

10. Small constellation 

12. __ Carta: influential royal charter

13. Pressure unit

14. Extrasensory perception

16. A symbol of “Aloha”

17. Portion of the small intestine

19. Psychedelic amphetamine

20. Very long period of time

21. British overseas territory

25. Cereal grain

26. Car mechanics group

27. Wish harm upon

29. At a specific prior time

30. Peyton’s younger brother

31. UK firefighters’ union

32. Carroll O’Connor’s screen partner

39. Popular show honoring musicians

41. Basics

42. Honk

43. Trent Reznor’s band

44. Patti Hearst’s captors

45. Long-legged wading bird

46. Specialized biological grouping

48. A coin goes in it

49. Of the wind

50. One-time measure of length

51. A very large body of water

52. River in NE Scotland

  1. Boston hoopster

  2. A type of bribe

  3. SE England county

  4. Returned material authorization  

 (abbr.)

  5. “Hotel California” rockers

  6. Italian province

  8. Mischievous child

  9. Popular street name

11. Boxing promoter Bob

14. Snakelike fish

15. Break into pieces

18. The Bay State

19. Time zone

20. Port city in Yemen

22. In name only

23. 007’s creator

24. No (Scottish)

27. Baseball’s Gordon and rock’s  

 Snider are two

28. Pie _ __ mode

29. Don’t know when yet

31. Supervises interstate commerce

32. Make a ringing metallic sound

33. Helps little firms

34. Pound

35. Lilly and Manning are two

36. Put on the back burner

37. Baltimore ballplayer

38. Cuddle

39. Poker stake

40. Drinks to celebrate a birth  

 (Spanish)

44. Pouch

47. Not around

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

10/1/20
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The completion of a 20-year, 
$1.7 million renovation proj-
ect at St. Gregory Armenian 
Apostolic Church culminated 
Sunday with the consecra-
tion and “elevation” of a new 
cross atop the steeple.

“It was a pretty difficult 
project because we did the 
church, the sanctuary, the 
hall, we did an elevator lift 
and we all did it ourselves,” 
said Greg Afarian, who 
chairs the North Andover 
church’s board.

The steeple and the cross 
alone cost about $100,000, 
Afarian said, and raising 
money from the community 
has been difficult.

“We have about a hundred 
members, as you can imag-
ine, it’s tough to be going to 
the same people, fundraising 
especially during these past 
few years have been diffi-
cult,” Afarian said. “We had 
the gas explosion and now 
COVID; we did what we could 
to survive.”

The church was founded in 
1970 by survivors and descen-
dants of survivors of the 
Armenian Genocide of 1915.

Church officials say that 
Armenians in the area are 
interested in preserving their 
identity, which was exempli-
fied by the 3-foot-high, Arme-
nian-style cross that was 
lifted atop the steeple Sunday.

“We have been persecuted 
from existence, most of our 
parishioners came to this 
country because of the geno-
cide in 1915, that’s how we 
survived,” Afarian said.

The Armenian Genocide 
took place over a century 
ago when the Ottoman Turks 
massacred more than a mil-
lion Armenians.

In 2019, the U.S. Senate 
declared the mass killing 
a genocide to the chagrin 

of Turkish officials, who 
claimed that the U.S. was 
ruining its relationship with 
Turkey — a key NATO ally — 
in doing so, according to The 
Associated Press.

The Senate vote followed 
another that imposed sanc-
tions on Turkey after its 
offensive in Syria and the 
purchase of a Russian missile 
system, The Associated Press 
reported.

The Rev. Stephan Baljian, 
St. Gregory’s pastor, said 
Turkey remains an “ada-
mant denier of the Armenian 
Genocide.”

“We have seen from his-
tory that history repeats 
itself and if we are (not) able 
to look at crimes from the 
past, crimes against human-
ity, and condemn them and 
come to grips with world 
history, it’s bound to hap-
pen again,” Baljian said.

“We have already seen 
that in the 20th century, 
there were several other 
genocides that happened, 
including the Holocaust, 
the Rwandan genocide, the 
Cambodian genocide, these 
all occurred we believe 
because there wasn’t enough 
international condemnation 
and response to the Arme-
nian Genocide. In fact, Hitler 
used the Armenian Geno-
cide partly as a justification 
for invading Poland.”

And Baljian hopes the 
refurbished church will 
continue to inspire Arme-
nians to carry on their faith 
for generations to come.

“It’s a moral encourage-
ment, it’s a figurative cul-
mination or crowning as 
well in that our people, 
the people, our commu-
nity, which is really the 
most important, would be 
encouraged and inspired 
to continue supporting our 
church and making it their 
spiritual home,” he said.

Cross raised at 
St. Gregory 
Armenian 

church 
By Genevieve Dinatale

gdinatale@andovertownsman.com

CARL RUSSO/Staff photos
Workers from SNF Crane Service in Salem, N.H., place the cross on the steeple.

The Rev. Stephen Baljian, right, pastor of St. Gregory’s 
Armenian Apostolic Church in North Andover, and special 
guest, His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian of New 
York, consecrate the cross before the elevation. 

Around 75 people attended the Consecration and Elevation of the St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church cross in North 
Andover. A Holy Divine Liturgy was celebrated Sunday morning by Father Stephen Baljian, Pastor of St. Gregory’s and special 
guest, His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian of New York.

Candle bearer Hovig Baljian, 7, participates in the ceremony. 
He is the pastor’s son.  
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Commercial Print

CommerCial
Printing
ServiCeS
We can produce anything
on newsprint - from small
organization newsletters
to school newspapers to
weekly regional newspapers
to large daily newspapers.

100 Turnpike Street
No. Andover, MA
978-946-2281

www.nobmg.com
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LOST OR MISPLACED WALLET Between Cape  
Ann Savings Bank, Shaws, Caps & Eastern Point  
Rd., Gloucester  on Aug. 26,  2:45 pm to 10 am  
Aug. 27. REWARD. If you found it please send  

contents to PO Box 1667 Gloucester, MA 01930

SUMMERVIEW R.E.
Commercial / Retail / Investments

Homes / Land / Warehouse
WE GET RESULTS!

BUSINESSES FOR SALE & LEASE:
Micro Office Business for Sale inc. RE  1 Mil
Car Lot S .NH 60+ Car Display with 3 garages  
$4500/mo
Car Lot So. NH 10+ Car Display with large  
garage. $2195 mo
Bar & Restaurant Location So. NH just needs  
equipment $2750 mo

MULTI‑FAMILY  & INVESTMENT
7 Residential Units/Garages  Hardwood $879k
6 Unit Residential & Commercial ‑ NH $579k
House, Car lot / Gar & 4 Apts ‑ So NH $795k
8 Unit Office Building & 2 Acres. Lot $879,000

LAND,COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
8 Acres/House Commercial needs work $299k
Conway NH Land / Business Lot center Down‑ 
town. 89K
6.24 Ac. So. NH Downtown Lease $6500 mo
35 Acres Derry NH Build 4 ‑ 8 Homes $459k
      HOMES & APTS  for SALE / for Rent S NH
4 Bed home $2195 mo
1 Bedoom w/garage $1085
2 Homes (5 Bedroom and 3 Bedroom) on 3  
Acres Commercial Land in Londonderry NH  
$1,100,000
3 Bedroom  Home Londonderry NH $389,000

WAREHOUSES
For Rent from 500 to 4000 sq ft
Warehouse 3200 ft previously a Machine Shop  
$2195mo

        RETAIL & OFFICES FOR SALE &LEASE
Office Condos for sale So. NH. Furnished from  
$189,000
Downtown Derry Retail NH Bars, Rest, Salons  
from $700
Office / Service Townhouse Style Hudson NH  
includes util…$875mo
    Offices& Retail
From 200 sq ft to 5000 sq ft So. NH.

Join our Company! Make $$$ in 2020
Southern NH & Mass

603‑432‑5453
 www.sresre.com

 REMOTE CONTROL ‑  Doing homework  from 4  
minutes to 4 hours without interruption.

 Reward: resume play.  Call/text 781‑584‑9784

METHUEN, MA ‑ Elm Crest Estates. 2 Bedroom   
$1580/mo; 1 Bedroom ‑ $1360/mo. All utilities  

included. No pets.978‑682‑4891  
www.forrent.com/elmcrestestates

GROVELAND, MA ‑ 2 bedroom includes heat &  
hot water,  hardwood, storage, deck, parking,  
new pool. Cats only... Starting at $1500/mo.   

978‑891‑3153

SOLD‑ We Can Sell  Yours!
NEWBURY – Handsome landmark 1875 farm‑ 
house house overlooking the Parker River and  
gorgeous saltmarsh lands in permanent  
conservation. 4.1 acres,  9+ rooms, four bed‑ 
rooms, 3 baths, every room a river view! Dock  
opportunity, newer roof and heating plant.  
Needs updating. Walk‑up attic, full basement.  
Oak and pine floors, 35’ heated “porch” brings  
the river and wide landscape into immediate  
view. Three outbuildings, amazing stone walls!  
First time available in over half a century.   
$878,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Pat Skibbee

978‑502‑4782, or office 800‑773‑9990

SALEM, NH –Willows Park, 2 Bedroom ‑  
$1350/mo. 1 Bedroom ‑ $1200/mo. Heat/hot  

water included. No pets.  603‑894‑4631  
www.forrent.com/willowparknh

 SALEM TROLLEY

TOUR
GUIDE

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
 Must be licensed Salem Tour Guide.

Call Tammy at  
978‑744‑5469, or

email: tammy@salemtrolley.com

HAMPTON BEACH 1BR condos, Oct‑June.  
Kitchenettes, free cable TV  &  WiFi. Onsite coin‑ 
‑op laundry, fitness and game room. Starting at  

$275/weekly, $750/monthly, 603 929‑0685

FOUND petite medium hair female black cat  
near Millett/ Forest st Gloucester Call Cape  
Ann Animal Aid at 978‑283‑6055 ex 10 to  
identify

You are my Best Friend, and a
  Beautiful Person inside and out.
 All of my life I knew I was waiting for

the other part of me that was missing, and
I’m thankful every day that I found that in you.

  I love you completely and always

UNDER CONTRACT
NEWBURY – 4.99 acres, upper Parker River  
waterfront, 8+ room Colonial with 2‑3 car  
garage, three full living levels plus walk‑out  
lower level:  4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, decks,  
long driveway gives outstanding privacy, new  
septic, oak floors, pool, huge country kitchen  
with major island, lovely large windows bring  
in so much sunlight!

Excellent value $695,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
  Pat Skibbee direct 978‑502‑4782

office 800‑773‑9990

BERKSHIRES ‑ 12 Acres $59,900.
Wooded land on quiet country road. Minutes  
to Great Barrington MA, lakes and ski areas.  
Surveyed and perc tested. Financing available

802‑447‑0779        NECAN

I AM LOOKING FOR A ROOM on 1st floor
 in Haverhill/Merrimac area. Will pay $300 mo.

Call 978‑476‑0592

RENTAL WANTED ‑ Responsible couple looking  
for clean 650+ sf space in Ipswich, Rowley or  
surrounding towns thru end of March 2021.  
Will pay up to $1200/mo. Call 541‑973‑3668.

A CLEAN quiet, safe bldg next to YWCA, YMCA,  
City Hall. Lowest rents. Near public trans. 4 hr  
move‑in. Lawrence, 978‑975‑5103

FOUND female cat young near Old Ford Rd  
Gloucester. Call Cape Ann Animal Aid to  
itentify 978‑283‑6055 ex 10

SOLD‑We can sell Yours!
AMESBURY

Perfect condition, 1718 Georgian, totally re‑ 
stored, two car garage, 4 fireplaces, all newer  
systems and windows, walk‑in fireplace, 6  
rooms, 2 bedrooms, a very warm and comfort‑ 
able house with many original features and so  
much character and charm. Almost a half acre  
of land, plus a separate studio/workshop and  
full, usable attic‑excellent storage. $379,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Joanie Purinton

978 462 6898, or office 800‑773‑9990

ROWLEY, MA

 Tranquility, fresh air & plenty of parking await  
you at our oasis in the woods. Spacious

 2 bedroom apartments from only $1380‑$1400  
including heat/hot water. Professional 24 hr.  

on‑site management plus many other amenities.
Enjoy country living while only

30 minutes from Boston. Cats Okay.
 978‑948‑2056

1 1/4 miles East of Rt. 95 on 133,
www.millwoodapartments.net

LAWRENCE MA best rooming house
59 Tremont 978‑689‑8924, 362 Essex  
978‑682‑9078 Saba RE 978‑687‑8706

A‑1 RENTALS
Getting Divorced? Live at the Salisbury  

Inn. From $200week. 978‑465‑5584

LAWRENCE, MA ‑ Furnished room
starting at $120/wk. Drug‑free

For details, 617‑201‑9184

SPECIAL NOTICES

HOMES

APARTMENTS

HAPPY ADS

ROOM FOR RENT

DRIVERS

LOST & FOUND

APARTMENTS

ROOMMATES

MOTELS/HOTELS

LOST & FOUND

LAND/ACREAGE

COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS

C L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC E

FINAL-1 Tue, Sep 29, 2020 11:14:54 PM
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Business & Service
DIRECTORY

TOWN OF ANDOVER 
PLANNING BOARD 

Notice is hereby given that two 
public hearings will convene on 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020, at 7:30 
p.m., by the Planning Board through, 
remote participation. The meet-
ing can be viewed on Andover TV, 
Comcast Channel 22 and Verizon 
Channel 45. The public hearings 
concern applications submitted by 
CA Investment Trust for a Special 
Permit for a Multi-family Attached 
Cluster Development of 15 units 
under Section 7.3 of the Andover 
Zoning Bylaw and a Special Permit 
for Disturbance of Slopes in Excess 
of 35% under Section 4.1.4.5 of the 
Andover Zoning Bylaw. Said appli-
cations are for property located at 
60 Canterbury Street owned by CA 
Investment Trust more specifically 
identified as Assessors’ Map 87, 
Lot 4. 

A copy of the application and 
plan may be requested through the 
Planning Department planning@
andoverma.gov or 978-623-8650 
Monday through Friday during nor-
mal business hours.

THE ANDOVER PLANNING 
BOARD Zachary Bergeron, 

Chairman
AT - 10/1, 10/8/2020

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Docket No. ES20P1970EA
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Essex Probate and Family Court
36 Federal Street 
Salem, MA 01970 
(978) 744-1020

Estate of: Jeffrey N Perrone 
Also Known As: Jeffrey Perrone

Date of Death: June 16, 2020
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Brian Schoenherr of 
Concord MA

a Will has been admitted to infor-
mal probate.

Brian Schoenherr of Concord 
MA has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety on 
the bond. 

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure by 
the Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Inter-
ested parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the Peti-
tion and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
AT - 10/1/20

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Essex Division

Docket No. ES20P2348EA
Estate of:

Richard Lincoln Giles
Also Known As:
Richard L. Giles
Date of Death:

September 4, 2020
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

 To all persons interested in the 
above captioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Ann M. Giles of North 
Andover, MA, a Will has been ad-
mitted to informal probate. Ann M. 
Giles of North Andover, MA, has 
been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the es-
tate to serve without surety on the 
bond.
 The estate is being administered 
under informal procedure by the 
Personal Representative under 
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties are en-
titled to notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Inter-
ested parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under in-
formal procedure. A copy of the Peti-
tion and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner.
AT - 10/1/20

TOWN OF ANDOVER 
PLANNING BOARD 

Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be convened on 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020, at 8:00 
p.m., by the Planning Board through 
remote participation, the meeting 
can be viewed through Andover TV 
Comcast Channel 22 and Verizon 
Channel 45, on applications sub-
mitted by Dalton & Finegold LLP for 
a Modification of a Special Permit 
for a Major Non-Residential Project 
under Section 9.4.8 of the Andover 
Zoning Bylaw. Said application is for 
property located at 34 and 38 Essex 
Street owned by 34 Essex Street 
Realty Trust more specifically iden-
tified as Assessors’ Map 55, Lots 55 
& 56. 

A copy of the application and 
plan may be requested through the 
Planning Department planning@
andoverma.gov or 978-623-8650 
Monday through Friday during nor-
mal business hours.

THE ANDOVER PLANNING 
BOARD Zachary Bergeron, 

Chairman
AT - 10/1, 10/8/2020

PUZZLE SOLUTION

10/1/20

CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

ES20P2087EA
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Essex Probate and Family Court 
36 Federal Street 
Salem, MA 01970 

(978)744-1020
Estate of: Theresa Wyszkowski 
Date of Death: 04/25/2020 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudica-

tion of Intestacy and Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Kevin O’Mara  of An-
dover MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Kevin O’Mara  of Andover 

MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a 

copy of the Petition from the Pe-
titioner or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 

10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/03/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and ob-
jection if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objec-
tions within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC) 
A Personal Representative ap-

pointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory or 
annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any mat-
ter relating to the estate, including 
the distribution of assets and ex-
penses of administration. 

WITNESS, Jennifer M R Ulwick, 
First Justice of this Court.

Date: September 22, 2020
Pamela A Casey O’Brien, 

Register of Probate
AT - 10/1/20

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING

2020 Specials
Roof Cleanings, starting at $99.

Pool Deck & Patio, starting at $99.
Exterior House starting at $199. 855‑PRT‑CITY

NISSAN 2004 350 Z Roadster convertible.  
31,000 miles. 6 speed manual. Leather. Bose  

radio. Navigation. Heated seats. Light tan
 interior. White with blue convertible top. No  

damage history. Inspection ready. Adult driven.  
Garaged. Flawless condition. $12,900.

Call 978‑835‑3320

Clark commercial CARPET CLEANER with air  
compressor $200/BO. CONSOLE TV: 7 x 3w  
with 8 track, record player, am/fm radio   
$100/BO.  SS  TABLE with wheels, ideal for  
restaurant $50/BO . CHINA CLOSET with glass  
doors and 5 drawers 48” W x 65” H. $100 BO.  
WOOD STOVE with blower  2’x 2’, paid 700  
asking $400/BO. Van roofrack heavy duty paid  
$1200 sell for $600 or best offer.

 978‑580‑9728

JUNK CARS, TRUCKS  & HEAVY EQUIPMENT  
WANTED.  Picked up within 24 hrs.

 Up to $300 CASH PAID. Call (603) 303‑2866

TOYOTA, Corolla 2011. 99,538 miles. 4D LE  
Corolla. Red exterior, gray upholstered interior.  
Safe and reliable car. Well maintained. Freshly  
detailed for sale. $8900. 978‑468‑0267

$$ WE PAY THE MOST $$
CARS ‑ TRUCKS

INSTANT ONLINE OFFER:

www.salisburysalvage.com
978‑462‑8262 ‑ Free towing

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

MD’s HOME REPAIR ‑ Remodeling, Painting,
 Repairs. Small jobs to Big jobs. Insured. Free  

estimates. References Call  Mike 603‑890‑1122

LIVINGSTON Tree & Stump  Removal
Fantastic Deals!  Fast/Quality Service

978‑689‑8373     livingstonfamilytree.com

 BUSY LADY SERVICES‑
Are you in need of a ride to AIRPORT, doctor,  

shopping, or where ever you need to go?
Call  978‑423‑0754 OR 781‑842‑0504

J & S EXCAVATIONS
Brentwood, NH     603‑235‑5568

* Excavation & Trucking  * Residential Work
* Utility Trenches * Demolition * Hoe Rams

* Equipment Rental with Operator
WE LOVE SMALL JOBS!

CASH PAID FOR CLEAN
AUTOs, TRUCKs & SUVs
Inspection Ready Vehicles

Call Joe 978‑852‑5008

ATTENTION!
Beware of anyone replying to your ad  offering  
to send you a check for shipping and you send‑ 

ing them back the difference. Also  beware  
when responding to classified ads that ask you  

to send shipping cost! Possible scam!

Affordable Masonry Brick, Block,Stone,Cement   
Stairs,Walks/Patios/Walls/Chimneys

  Call  Ted 978‑387‑8778/603‑893‑7321
¬¬Lawrence & Surrounding Areas¬¬

3‑H HANDYMAN
 Reasonably priced, basements, carpentry /

 remodeling, tiles. Call 978‑375‑1976

BIG GREEN EGG Smoker & Grill can use all year  
round  paid $1,119  Asking $550 firm
(603) 635‑9532 leave message

PRIVACY HEDGES ‑ 6ft tall dark American ar‑ 
borvitae, FALL BLOWOUT SALE $90 ea. FREE  
Planting & FREE Fall delivery, Limited Supply!

 ORDER NOW: 518‑536‑1367  
www.lowcosttreefarm.com       NECAN

CERTIFIED KD FIREWOOD
  Bug & Disease Free. Semi‑Cords/Free Stacking

http://www.firewoodguy.com

CORGI PUPPIES 5 purebred corgi puppies avail‑ 
able for sale. All are male and tri‑color. 8  
weeks old on Sunday. I own both the parents  
and are on site with the puppies.Contact me  
for pricing, pictures and to arrange to see  
them if interested. Located in Gloucester, MA
386‑215‑6999      FB page‑ @triforcecorgis

1966 FORD THUNDERBIRD
Antique hardtop, beige.
In very good condition.

 $2900 best offer
Call 978‑580‑9728

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!

Beware of anyone replying to your ad offering to  
send you a check for shipping and you sending  

them back the difference.
Also  beware when responding to classified ads  

that ask you to send shipping cost.
Possible scam!

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

WANTED; SPORTS CARD COLLECTIONS
AND ALL SPORTS MEMORABILIA, all years.

Call (978) 857‑3005

FURNITURE: 8 piece Oak country kitchen with  
hutch, $900.00 . 6 piece Oak queen bedroom  
$1,100.00 must see! 8 drawer office desk  
$150. Computer desk $60. Display case 4  
shelves with glass doors $40.
Other pieces of furniture. Salem, N.H.  
1‑603‑458‑1633 10 am ‑6 pm .

ANYTHING & EVERYTHING JUNK REMOVAL
Estate Clean‑outs, Basement, Garage, Yard

Debris, Dump runs. Call Jack 978‑521‑0445

BUICK Riviera Super Charged 3.8, V‑6 Silver 2 dr  
Leather, A/C, sunroof, Aluminum Alloy wheels.  
AM FM CD. Power windows power door locks.  
New  brakes New air shocks New tune‑up New  

catalytic converter. Runs excellent. No rust  
State inspected. $2500. 603‑400‑4638

SNOWBLOWER 30”
Craftsman with hood, electric start, garage,  

hardly used.  $950  Call (978) 744‑4845

 Honda Accord EX 1998 125k, 4 cyl. V‑Tech 4  
door, Burgundy ext./ Gray leather interior, fac‑ 
tory Mags, recent NH inspection. New ex‑ 
haust. LOADED! Overall very good condition  
$2950...      Call  (508) 451‑0515

ALL HARDWOOD  SEASONED
1 year  or 2 year,  16” cut & split

 Call  M.Kovalchuk    978‑204‑9483

ADS in this category
If the ad shows a price it must show it by cu. ft.
Half a cord is 64 cu. ft. and a cord is 128 cu. ft.

CHEVROLET Corvette  1978 ‑ 350 L82,   silver  &  
gray with brand new designer leather bucket  

seats, auto, extremely low miles only 50K. 16”  
aluminum Alloy wheels, 16”  Wingfoot HP. Fiber‑ 

glass T roofs. Pioneer AM FM stereo.  AAA
condition. One of a kind $15,900. 603‑400‑4638

SNOWBLOWER: Simplicity 8 hp., gas, electric  
start, recently serviced, older model, excellent  
running condition $325. (508) 451‑0515

Let Me Sell Your  
Car!

Guilmette City Service
Call me  603‑400‑4638. Don’t trade in your car
I can sell it for more! Professional sales person.
  I can sell any vehicle for you at the price you   
want. I can guarantee top dollar for your sale.  

Serving New England area for 45 years

HYUNDAI TUSCON 2008
5 Speed Manual, Detailed Clean with Front  

Wheel Drive, Cold AC, Cloth Interior, Low Miles,  
136K. No issues. Text for Additional Info and  
Photos.           $3,999            (978) 697‑4369

LINCOLN TOWN CAR 2007
 Signature Limited

 165,000 miles. Light beige, leather beige
interior. Only one driver. Asking $3000.

Call (978) 325‑0986

Ads In This Classification Are
WORK WANTED

 NOT HELP WANTED

COMPUTER REPAIR SINCE 2004
Independently owned by M.I.T. engineer.
Windows, Mac, WIFI, hardware/software

repairs. Cybersecurity for home owners and  
small businesses. 358 No Main St., Andover  

978‑346‑4087   www.visitinggeeks.com

REZZA BROTHERS
LANDSCAPING & YARD WORK

Mowing, weeding, de‑thatching,
Tree Services. 20% Senior Citizens discount.

Call Tom (978) 289‑7544

J&F LANDSCAPING:  40+years
New lawns, sod, trees, shrubs, loam, backhoe,  

dozer. Free estimates, insured 978‑685‑0783

¬   MV PLASTERING  & DRYWALL ¬
 best prices, old ceilings and walls new again.

 Free estimates.  978‑686‑5012

SAMCO PAVING
& Sealcoating. 978‑356‑4007 / 800‑934‑4007
Free Est. Fully Ins.  www.samcopavingma.com

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates
(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑792‑5816  (

SO. HAMILTON ‑Yard sale Sat 10/3, 8am ‑  4pm  
 23 Miles River Rd. Household items, stereo  
equip/electronics, fabrics, lighting, furniture,   

sporting goods, trampoline & more Wear Mask

ALL THE RIGHT MOVES‑ Carpentry,  Remodeling
Home Improvements, Painting & Tiling.

 Bill, 978‑273‑7243, 603‑898‑1035

TOWN MILL CONSTRUCTION
ALL AROUND HANDYMAN Roofing repair,  

Decks, All Home Improvement projects. Snow   
Salt & Sand Management   Ernesto  (978)  

683‑8811  All Major Credit  Cards Accepted

HOUSE CLEANING DONE  Moving In/Out?  
Weekly  & Biweekly. Have references.

For more info.  call 603‑459‑8617

R. A. Vitale Electric
Master Electrician. Low Rates. Fully Insured
 For all your electrical needs. Lic. #A20829.

 978‑979‑0858

BEST RATES ‑ CALL MIKE
remove junk anything  from A‑Z.

 Also land clearning  & mulching. 978‑973‑2009

JUNK REMOVAL
We Take Campers!
Call 978‑682‑2040

Full service power washing company for  
residential, commercial, driveways, walkways,  
awnings. Complete graffiti removal also   
complete cleanouts.  Insured. Free estimates.

The Leonard Co. 617‑512‑7849

BRITE SIDE
«   PRESSURE WASHING   «

We work well under pressure! 978‑685‑9545

EXTENSION LADDER Werner aluminum
extension  ladder $150
978‑745‑3755

FANCY TRAILER with roof, 2 seats, and hitch.  
Can be used for parade float or ornamental  
purposes. $750/best offer. (978) 580‑9728

Snow Plow and
Equipment Operators  PT

(Empire Cycle and Service Center, Inc.)

 Currently seeking Skilled Snow Plow/Salt  
Truck Drivers and Loader Operators for

various accounts throughout Essex County.

We offer our employees a competitive salary

lApplicants must demonstrate experience  
operating Plow Trucks and Plow Trucks with  
Sanders, Skid Steers and/or Loaders.

lMinimum 1 year experience required,
 please provide references of past work. All  

drivers must have valid CDL Class B license.  
All Loader Operations must have valid Driver’s  
License and Hydraulics License.

 $25.00 ‑ $30.00 per hour

Call: 978‑790‑6930

FREE DINING ROOM HUTCH
Dark Wood Good cond. has light on top inside

you pick up Call (978) 387‑9285

 CHEVY  CRUZE 2014
48,000 miles, Blue/Black  interior ,  New Tires,  

AWD, all power,  No Rust/No Dents Great  
condition. $8500     Call  978‑290‑8097

ED’S STUMP  GRINDING  ‑ Stumps ground out.   
Tree stumps & shrubs Good work,

quick service, fully insured.  603‑893‑6902

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

 Roofing, siding, gutters. Quality work, reason‑ 
able costs 25 yrs exp. Fully ins.  978‑973‑5410

LAWYER
Ivy league educated lawyer licensed in MA &  
NH with over 20 years of experience handling  

injury and criminal defense cases.
Contact Christopher Driscoll @

(978) 317‑2874 or
chris@christopherdriscoll.com

for a free meeting ‑ no obligation

HONDA ACCORD 2004 ‑
Standard, 135,000 miles. Good condition.

 Heat & A/C. $900.

 Call (978) 273‑0301

$18/HR. Highly organized, motivated pandemic  
prepared professional needed. Flexible hours.  
Housekeeping, errands, shopping. Applicants  
must be comfortable filing paperwork and  
re‑certifications of all kinds. Looking forward to  
finding my right hand care assistant!

Call 978‑398‑9850

STAIRLIFTS WANTED
 TO BUY,  in good condition.
Call Richard 603‑236‑1227

â â â â â â
ATTENTION FUEL

CONSUMERS:
 All ads in this classification run in our 10 paper  
“Classified Connection” that covers the North  
Shore, Merrimack Valley and  Southern New  

Hampshire.
 Ads appearing in this section may or may not  

deliver to this entire market.
Prices may reflect a “Local” delivery area only  
and may be higher for an extended delivery  

area.

á á á á á á

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

Gutters,  seamless aluminum, cleanings,
leaf guard. 25 yrs. experience. 978‑973‑5410

FOUR 205/6515 MUD & SNOW TIRES. 5 lug.  
Only 200 miles driven. Mounted on steel rims.  

Fits Honda, Toyota &  more. $250 firm.
Joe 978‑852‑5008

D.M. BROPHY PLASTERING
 Full skim coat plastering, board & patchwork.  

Commercial & residential.Custom ceilings.
 Quality service. Free estimates. 978‑852‑4504

 CHEVROLET Monte Carlo SS 2002  Official pace  
car. Excellent condition. Owned by mechanic.  
Automatic. Fully equipped. Leather, sunroof, all  
power, upgraded stereo CD system. Aluminum  
mag wheels. A/C. New water pump new injec‑ 

tors. Low miles. Only $3750. 603‑400‑4638

PLAISTOW, NH, 25 Harriman Road
Multi‑Family Sale Saturday, October 3rd. Rain  
Date: Sunday, October 4th.  8am‑1pm. Furni‑ 

ture, Household Items, Gun Accessories, Tools,  
Lawn and Garden Items, Women’s Clothes/  
Shoes, Home Decor. Follow the pink signs

CASH PAID FOR
  COINS, REAL & COSTUME JEWELRY,  

POCKET & WRIST WATCHES,  ANTIQUES,
COMIC BOOKS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS,  
BASEBALL CARDS.   DAN (603) 505‑0380

CASH FOR
RECORD ALBUMS

33LPS & 45s WANTED. Call George

(617) 633‑2682

MANCHESTER, NH: Neighborhood Sale
 Chapleau  AVE Saturday 10/3, 8‑4pm

Everything From A to Z
Masks  Required.

ANTIQUES
Furniture, glass, china, silver, jewelry, clocks.
WILLIAM GRAHAM, 420 Water St.,  Haverhill

          Call cell 978‑835‑2042

  POWER WASHER
Karcher Honda motor 5.0, 2400 psi,

Garaged. $150/best Call  978‑744‑4845

BEVERLY
SATURDAY October 3rd, 9 to 1

9 Fieldstone Lane
Antiques, Electronics, Books, Puzzles,  

Household Items, Toys and more

  ANDOVER: 3 Prides Circle.  Contents of  
House  OCT 2 & 3rd , 9‑12 Masks req. Liv‑ 

ingrm, beds,(King, Qn, Dbl) Recliner, treadmill,  
60” Smart TV, Golf clubs/Cart, artwork, cos‑ 
tume jewelry, hshld, holiday, Dedham pottery  
Clothing (M/W) Everything Must Go! (C&L)

MOST AFFORDABLE ‑ Roofing, Windows, Sid‑ 
ing. Financing Avail. GAF Master Elite Installer  
Lic/Ins. BBB. 978‑265‑6843; 603‑260‑5062

HARLEY DAVIDSON FAT BOY 2009
Custom paint  job sand camel color, detachable  

windshield. Engine upgrades. 32,000 miles.   
$18,000 invested asking $8000.

Call (978) 804‑8378

SOLDERERS
Experienced Circuit Board Solderers needed.

Part Time/Mothers (& others) hours ‑ or work at  
home. Mail resume: QCM Inc., 20 Aegean Dr.  
Unit 1, Methuen MA 01844.  978‑858‑3550

HL PLASTERING
40 yrs experience. Free estimates.

No Job to Big or Small
Merrimack Valley area  (978) 390‑6423

Purchasing Agent / Buyer
Growing printer supplies business in North  
Reading looking for a full time buyer/ purchas‑ 
ing agent. Duties will include brokering / pur‑ 
chasing of printer and copier supplies.  Cold  
calling skills are crucial to open up new ac‑ 
counts / prospects. Looking for an energetic,  
self‑motivated worker for purchasing / buying  
of computer, copier, and laser printer supplies.  
 Prior telemarketing with account management  
skills preferred. Familiarity with QuickBooks  
helpful but will train.
Full time position available within 2 weeks.
Salary plus commissions commensurate with  
experience

 Benefits include paid vacation, medical,
 vision, and dental insurance. Good attend‑ 
ance, reliability, and punctuality a must.

Please forward your resume to  
tcooper@oemconnect.com

   or call Tom Cooper at 978‑207‑1055 x 219.

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates

(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑792‑5816      (

POLICE OFFICER POSITION
The Town of Hampstead, New Hampshire is  

currently accepting applications for a full‑time  
police officer. Starting salary will commensurate  

with experience. A New Hampshire full‑time
 police academy certification is preferred but not  

required. Applicants will be required to pass a  
physical agility exam and a thorough background  
investigation. If hired, employees are required to

work nights, weekends, holidays and must
 possess the ability to handle stressful

situations. An employment application may be  
obtained online at www.hampsteadnh.us or at  
the Selectmen’s Office. Please be aware that
applicants need to complete the employment

application which is specifically for the
Hampstead Police Department. Applications can  
be mailed to or dropped off at the Hampstead,  

NH Town Office Building.
Applications must be in a sealed envelope and it  

should be addressed as follows;
Attn: Sally Theriault
 Selectmen’s Office

          11 Main Street,  Hampstead NH 03841.
Submission deadline is Friday October 16th  

2020 at noon.
 The Town of Hampstead is

an equal opportunity employer

 A WRIGHT ROOFING‑Gutters & Home Improve‑ 
ment. All types Roofing & Gutters. Over 20 yrs  
exp. Licensed & insured. Free verbal estimate.  

978‑687‑2247 wrightgutters@gmail.com

ROOF REPAIRS
WE STOP LEAKS ‑ Guaranteed!
Lic / insuraced. 978‑902‑7644

North Shore General Contractor is seeking a

 Licensed
Superintendent

 to join our team!

 We require Experience with Project ranging from 
$5M to $10M, preferably in

the public sector.

Generous compensation package including
 benefits and performance based bonuses.

Please send resumes to  
gbloom@castagnaconstruction.com

HVAC
 Installation Help

Retirement Plan, Paid Vacations, Health
Insurance, Paid Holidays, Competitive Wages.

  Experience Necessary

Send resume to

positionhvac@gmail.com
 or call 978‑374‑4590

AUTO BODY
REPAIR

TECHNICIAN
Painter/Painters Helper

Immediate Employment

Good Pay

Must have some tools

DON WINSLOW
 AUTO BODY

 978‑762‑6366
dwinslow166@verizon.net

ARC TECHNOLOGIES
a Hexcel company

Currently Hiring
   n Production Technician
             n CNC Operator
             n Extruder Operator

Apply Today

www.Hexcel.com/Careers

EOE

PT RN
To work 16‑20 hrs/week,

Duties include: answering incoming patients  
calls, provide patient education and schedul‑ 
ing appointments

  Must be available  on Fridays.
 Ideal candidate has previous  hospital clinical  

experience.
Great opportunity for a nurse looking to work  

outside of the hospital setting.

Pay  $22‑30/hr.

 Please  email  resume to
 jlassner@neuragain.com

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS!
If you are a PCA, CNA, Nurse or offer  personal  

care  services please go to the business and  
service directory and check out the category  
for Adult Care. Your services are needed!

MASTER PLUMBER‑Retired looking for small  
jobs. MA, NH & Maine. #9563 MA, #1653 NH  

Master gas fitter NH.  Call  Bill 978‑476‑9827

 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A  POSITION AS A  
CARE GIVER PLEASE CHECK OUT THE  ADULT  
CARE SECTION IN THE BUSINESS AND SERV‑ 
ICE DIRECTORY. PEOPLE LOOKING FOR PCAS,  

HEALTH AIDES, CNAS HAVE ADS
RUNNING  AND COULD USE YOUR HELP

GARAGE SALE

FREE ITEMS

LANDSCAPING/LAWNMOWING

AGRICULTURE

ROOFING & SIDING

MOTORCYCLES/ATVS/SNOW MOBILES

REMODELING

PLASTERING

PAVING/CEMENT

AUTOS

Miscellaneous

AUTOMOBILE PARTS & ACCESSORIES

CARPENTRY

PRESSURE WASHING

PUBLIC NOTICES

MISC MERCHANDISE

FUEL

WANTED JUNK CARS/PARTS

LEGAL SERVICES

PLUMBING/HEATING

PETS & FREE PETS

MEDICAL

JOB WANTED

TREE REMOVAL

PUBLIC NOTICES

FURNITURE

MISC ITEMS WANTED

MISC MERCHANDISE

RV SALES/SERVICE

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

PROFESSIONAL

AUTOS

PRESSURE WASHING

ELECTRICAL

PROFESSIONAL

TRADES/INDUSTRIAL

EXCAVATING

DRIVERS

DISPOSAL SERVICES

COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICE

HOUSE PAINTING

DISPOSAL SERVICES

MASONRY WORK

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

HANDYPERSON

HOUSE CLEANING

ADULT CARE

PAINTING & PAPERING

ANTIQUE/CLASSICS

GUTTERS

Be included in this 
section by calling 

800.927.9200 
fax: 978.685.1588

C L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC E



Sports

The transition from 
baseball to softball will 
never be complete for Dave 
Bettencourt, but it’s quite 
thorough.

Once considered perhaps 
the great-
est baseball 
coach in 
area history, 
winning two 
state titles 
at Andover, 
and a master 
instruc-
tor with a 
specialty in 
hitting, the 

66-year-old Bettencourt is 
now more softball oriented.

He gives as many hitting 
lessons in softball as baseball 
and he’s in his fifth year as 
an assistant collegiate soft-
ball coach for daughter Katie, 
first at Assumption College 
and now at Endicott College.

Back in the 20th century, 
Bettencourt — who retired 
as a teacher at Andover’s 
Doherty School in 2014 after 
37 years — probably would 
never have guessed that he’d 
start a shift toward softball, 
but he remembers when it 
started.

“When Katie was 11-years-
old, she came to me and 
said ‘now it’s my turn,’” said 
Bettencourt, who had guided 
the baseball growth of son 
DJ for years. “That’s when I 
started the Firebirds softball 
team ... it wasn’t long before I 
started giving hitting lessons 
in softball.”

Surprisingly, as far as 
being a hitting instructor, 
the transition has not been 
difficult.

“A lot of people will tell 
you that softball hitting is 
different from hitting in base-
ball, but that was quickly 
dispelled,” said Bettencourt. 
“Anyone who says they’re 
different doesn’t know what 
they’re talking about. The 
mechanics of hitting are the 
same for both. You need to 
focus on the same things.”

During the course of giv-
ing hitting lessons for both 
softball and baseball over the 
last two decades, however, 
Bettencourt has realized one 
difference.

“I found out right away 
that girls were very receptive 
to coaching — they loved it ... 
it was almost like they were 
neglected,” said Bettencourt.

“They really seem to 
appreciate it. Girls will text 
you the next day and thank 
you. With guys, they’re a 
little harder to change things 
and they take things for 
granted.”

While giving lessons, 
coaching the Firebirds and 

following Katie’s remarkable 
career at Salem High and 
UMass Amherst, Bettencourt 
has learned all aspects of 
softball.

With that in mind, Katie 
knew she wanted her father 
on her staff when she 
assumed the head coaching 
job at Assumption and then 
took the job at Endicott.

“He knows so much 
and, when I took the job at 
Assumption, I was so young, 
it was a factor in me taking 

the job,” said Katie. “To know 
that he was going to help us 
and would be coaching with 
me was really important.

“He really does a lot for us 
and the players love him. It’s 
unique and I think it’s really 
cool when I tell people he’s 
my assistant.”

For his part, Bettencourt 
is thriving in his role as an 
assistant for his daughter 
even if, at times, it took a 
little bit of an adjustment.

“I used to do the yelling 

and now I get yelled out,” 
he said. “But I love it. How 
many dads get to hang 
around their daughters? It’s 
a great situation for me.”

Said Katie: “It’s interest-
ing because in a lot of ways, 
we’re the same person. 
He gets so involved that at 
times I’ll tell him he has to 
slow down and, if things get 
at all heated, I tell him I’m 
the boss.

“I think he’s gotten used 
to that. Like he knows now 

not to yell at the umpire.”
In addition, Bettencourt 

is his daughter’s most avid 
recruiter.

“That’s one of his best 
attributes and I trust him 
completely,” said Katie. “He 
goes above and beyond — he 
could do it from when the 
sun goes up to the sun goes 
down.

“Sometimes, I’d tell him 
to take a day off and then I 
find out he went to a game 
anyway.” 

But Bettencourt can’t 
spend all his time recruit-
ing because he’s busy giv-
ing hitting lessons, both 
in baseball and softball, at 
various locations around 
the Merrimack Valley. 
It’s what he does best and 
probably what he enjoys 
most.

“I just love it, seeing 

kids light up when things 
go better for them,” said 
Bettencourt, who says 
he gives lessons to about 
the same number of base-
ball as softball players. 
“Sometimes as coaches 
(of teams), we get uptight 
with players and you don’t 
have time to work with 
them.

“You have to slow 
things down and work on 
mechanics. That’s what I’m 
doing.”

And he continues to do 
it well, likely much bet-
ter than any of the other 
growing number of hitting 
coaches around the region, 
now in softball as much if 
not more than baseball.

“I’ve had a great run 
and I still love it,” said 
Bettencourt. “I hope to do it 
as long as I stay healthy.”

MR. SOFTBALL?
By Dave Dyer

Staff Writer

Former state champion Andover baseball coach Bettencourt has shifted to softball

CARL RUSSO/Staff file photo
Then-Andover High head coach Dave Bettencourt (no hat) holds the game ball during the celebration after the Golden Warriors won the 1991 Division 1 state 
title. Bettencourt is now a softball assistant for his daughter.

Dave 
Bettencourt

Courtesy photo
Endicott assistant Dave Bettencourt of Salem, right, with Endicott head coach and daughter 
Katie Bettencourt, and Endicott assistant Christine Della Vecchia after winning the league 
championship.

BETTENCOURT’S RECORD
As one of the state’s premier baseball coaches, Salem’s Dave 

Bettencourt:
 � Was head coach at Andover, Central Catholic, Lawrence, 

Salem, Winnacunnet and UNH
 � Went 42-20 in three seasons at Central Catholic; it was 4-14 

the year before he arrived
 � Led Andover to 111-33 record and state titles in 1991 and 1992, 

still the school’s only state baseball crowns
 � Coached Winnacunnet to its first state baseball title in 1999
 � Led UNH to a school-record 23 wins in his only season coach-

ing the team

Andover High football 
coach E.J. Perry (AHS ‘83) 
was a standout basket-
ball player for late Hall 
of Fame coach Wil Hixon at 
Andover.

Perry wanted to go to 
Colby College, but he was 
unsure if he could get that 
coveted last spot for a bas-
ketball recruit.

Perry recalled, “(Colby 
coach Dick Whitmore) said 
it was a difficult decision. 
He was sitting in his office 
before going to the admis-
sions office. He said he 
got up to leave when he 
realized that he had left 
his jacket in his office. The 
phone rang. Coach Hixon 
was calling to recommend 
me one last time.

“Coach Whitmore said 
the last thing that he said 
was, ‘I would bet my life on 
E.J. Perry.’”

Perry got the last spot 
and was one of the Colby 
greats. Another win for 
Coach Hixon, who died on 
Aug. 26 at age 91.

WHAT A RUN
Andover High Hall of 

Famer David Hixon took a 
leave of absence last win-
ter and in April announced 

his retirement as the 
Amherst men’s basketball 
coach. It was quite a run, 
to say the least.

The son of legendary 
Andover High coach Wil 
Hixon, David, 67, coached 
his alma mater for 42 years 
with an 826-293 record, two 
national titles and seven 
final four appearances.

Hired at the tender age 
of 24 to take over his alma 
mater, Hixon went from 
the youngest coach in the 
country to No. 3 all-time in 

Division 3 wins.
Amherst president Biddy 

Martin said, “His impact on 
the lives of the student-
athletes he coached is 
as impressive as his 826 
wins.”

Hixon certainly ranks 
with the greatest coaches 
in area history and per-
haps is No. 1.

Off the top of my head, 
we’ve had some legends in 
the coaching world come 
from Andover. 

One Bill O’Brien, who is 

now in his seventh sea-
son as head coach of the 
NFL’s Houston Texans. He 
entered the weekend with 
a 52-36 record as Texans 
coach, making the playoffs 
four times and winning 
two playoff games. Prior 
to that, he had a highly 
successful run as offensive 
coordinator of the New 
England Patriots.

High school Andover 
“Mt. Rushmore” coaching 
types include swim legend 
Marilyn Fitzgerald, four-time 
state champion retired 
Golden Warriors basket-
ball coach Jim Tildsley, Hall 
of Fame track coaches 
Peter Comeau and the late 
Art Iworsley and late foot-
ball/track coach Dick Collins.

After David Hixon 
retired, the Washington 
Post’s legendary basket-
ball writer John Feinstein did 
a lengthy feature on him.

“I’ve had the chance 
to coach against a lot of 
the great coaches,” said 
George Mason coach Dave 
Paulsen, who had a great 
rivalry with Hixon when he 
coached at Williams. “Jim 
Calhoun, Brad Stevens, John 
Beilein and Anthony Grant 
come to mind right away. I 
can honestly say I’ve never 
coached against anyone 
better than Dave.”

Legacy of Andover’s Hixon family second to none
By Michael MulDoon

Staff Writer

Courtesy photo
Former Andover High coach Wil Hixon (right) and his son, 
David, were both inducted into the New England Basketball 
Hall of Fame.

FILE PHOTO
Former Andover resident David Hixon built a legend during 
his time as Amherst College men’s basketball team, just like 
his dad did as Andover High hoops coach.
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Dear Doctor,
This has got to be 

a thing that happens 
in lots of families. It 
involves our son, who 
is in high school. He is 
smart, well liked, an 
athlete. His father and 
I have a concern about 
two of his friends. He 

likes them a lot, and he hangs out with 
them much more than we would like. 
They are into smoking and maybe sell-
ing pot. One vapes. Both are as sneaky 
as they come. We want our son to not 
get hurt. Any help for us?

Worried
Dear Worried,
You think they are sneaky. You have 

got to be sneakier.
By that I mean your skills as a parent 

need to be sharp, but not obvious.
Begin by having a better knowledge of 

your son’s friends. This means having 

them in your home. Perhaps have them 
stay for dinner. You are much better off 
knowing your son’s friends and their 
whereabouts than not. This also allows 
you to know their behavior and style 
and to observe your son’s interactions 
with them. Is he paying attention? What 
does he like or admire about them?

Then, be a teacher and consultant. 
Ask him questions. For example, “Have 
you ever noticed ...?” “Do you think 
your friend has thought about ...?” 
You get the idea. What you are doing 
is showing him how to have a critical 

and discerning eye. If you criticize his 
friends, you are, in his mind, also doing 
the same to him. He will not be open to 
your judgment.

When he does say something about 
them — and he will — affirm or rein-
force a keen observation.

Meanwhile, keep cheering his values, 
which you have taught him. Growing up 
is a trip, which takes some time.

Dr. Larry Larsen is an Andover psy-
chologist. If you would like to ask a 
question, or respond to one, email him at 
lrryllrsn@CS.com.

Encourage a critical eye — without being critical
Family Matters

Larry Larsen 

Having produced more 
than 1,600 pounds of food 
this year, the West Parish 
Permaculture Garden is 
winding down its fourth 
season.

During this “season of 
COVID,” a seven-person 
team worked hard to deter-
mine when, if and how they 
could come together to 
work on the garden, said 
Heather Gaspar, one of the 
gardeners. 

All of the produce was 
donated to help feed the 
hungry, Gaspar said. 

“For those that garden, 
you know the peace and 
spiritual feeling that comes 
from the work,” Gaspar 
said. “The connection to the 
soil and to the cycle of life 
is calming and grounding. 
The garden offered us much 
more this year, a place to go, 
a place to socialize ... a place 
to feed our souls.”

Gaspar said they received 
three pumpkin seedlings 
that produced 42 pump-
kins from David Siersdale 
of Needham, which he 
started on his windowsill. 
He received the first one 

harvested. 
The second pumpkin went 

to West Parish congregation 
member Charlotte Tarbox, 
who recently celebrated her 
101st birthday. 

Katrina Wuensch, senior 
pastor, put together a list 
of other elderly, sick or 
isolated parishioners who 
will be given pumpkins and 
cards.

The garden team includes 
Gaspar, Abby Martin, Linda 
Willis, Chris Swain, Melanie 
Muggia, Cheryl McKeough, 
and Kate Margolese.

GREAT 
PUMPKINS

West Parish gardeners grow 
1,600-plus pounds of produce

“The connection 
to the soil and to 
the cycle of life 
is calming and 
grounding. The 

garden offered us 
much more this year, 
a place to go, a place 
to socialize ... a place 
to feed our souls.”Gardener Heather Gaspar

Courtesy photos
The garden team includes Heather Gaspar, Abby Martin, Linda Willis, Melanie Muggia, Cheryl McKeough, Kate Margolese and 
Chris Swain.

David Siersdale 
of Needham holds 
the first of 42 
pumpkins to be 
harvested from 
three seedlings 
he started on his 
windowsill. 

The second 
pumpkin 
harvested went 
to West Parish 
congregation 
member 
Charlotte 
Tarbox, who 
recently 
celebrated her 
101st birthday.
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807 Turnpike Street
North Andover, MA 01845

McInnis Law
Offices

Concentrating in the areas of
Estate Tax and Business Planning.

Probate Administration and Elder Law

(978) 686-6112

Please call today for our
Estate Planning Questionnaire

978-683-5139 anytime

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Fall Into More Revenue
Call (978) 946-2000

 to Advertise Your Message

The Carroll Group at Partners

REAL ESTATE SINCE 1993
www.Andover-TopBroker.com

THINKING OF MOVING BUT 
FEELING OVERWHELMED?

“Tom Carroll helped me sell 2 

houses. One house was sold under 
very difficult circumstances and 

Tom personally stuck by me 
through thick and thin.  I believe 

that Tom was one of the only agents 
that could’ve dealt with a situation 
like mine. For the 2nd house, Tom 

worked with me on getting the 
house staged, and we worked on 
a pricing strategy that made the 
house attractive to the maximum 
number of buyers. This strategy 

worked! We had ~75 people attend 
the first open house and I got 5 

offers that first weekend. I ended 
up selling the house for significantly 

over ask. I cannot recommend
Tom enough!”

Ask us about our marketing strategy to find out 
how our listings generate 8,000+ views online 

on their first day on the market. Just one reason 
why a recent seller received multiple offers 
after only 2 days on the market, resulting 

in a sale $70,000 over asking price!

49 SALEM ST., NORTH ANDOVER
$579,900

OVER 8,000 ONLINE VIEWS. SALE PENDINGOVER 8,000 ONLINE VIEWS. SALE PENDING

$624,900
104 HAGGETTS POND RD., ANDOVER

NEW LISTING

SALE PENDING IN 2 DAYS

25 DUDLEY ST., NORTH ANDOVER 
$699,900

3 OLD SCHOOLHOUSE RD., ANDOVER
$799,900

SALE PENDING IN 2 DAYS

Tom Carroll: 978-502-8347   •   tcarroll@AndoverHomeSales.com
If you’re thinking of selling and need a handyman or help with cleanouts, household good donations or repairs,

give me a call. I have a full-time, full-service team with all the professionals you’ll need to get everything done for you!

PRIVATE IN-LAW APARTMENT
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