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The Exchange Club of Lawrence 
and the Andovers will offer its 
third Annual Field of Honor, dis-
playing 500 American Flags on the 
North Andover Town Common .

The  flags  laid in honor and 
memorial will be on display from 
May 22 through June 13, recogniz-
ing both Memorial Day and Flag 
Day .

People are encouraged to dedi-
cate a flag to someone who has 
served their country or com-
munity — Andover, Lawrence 

or North Andover . Typically, 
most dedications are in honor or 
memory of veterans and people 
currently serving in the armed 
forces . However, this year, like 
last year, people have an opportu-
nity to also recognize and dedicate 
flags to those on the frontlines of 
dealing with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, said Rick Blain, the event 
chairperson .

The coordinators extended the 
Field of Honor to three weeks at 
the request of many who partici-
pated in last year’s event, he said . 
They estimate that some 1,000 peo-
ple visited the Field of Honor last 

year, with all 500 flags being pur-
chased and dedicated, Blain said .

F l ag s  m ay  b e  p u r c h a s e d 
and/or dedicated for a $45 .00 
contribution on the website 

exchangecluboflawrencean-
dtheandovers .org or xcflags .
org . People may also purchase 
a flag by sending a check, with 
the dedication to the Exchange 

Club 30 Massachusetts Ave . 
North Andover, MA 01845 or by 
telephoning either Rick Blain at 
508-523-3086 or Bob Wescott at 
978-375-6217 .

Field of Honor dates set
By Madeline HugHes

mhughes@andovertownsman .com

Sarah Brush of North 
Andover, walks with 
her children Sean 
and Samantha, both 
3, last year at the 
Field of Honor at 
North Andover’s 
town common. This 
year’s demonstration 
will last three weeks, 
from May 22 to  
June 13.
TIM JEAN/Staff photo

Andover’s School Commit-
tee has chosen Magda Parvey 
to lead the district as super-
intendent come July 1 .

Parvey will replace interim 
Superintendent Claudia 
Bach, whose contract with 
the district ends in June . 
Bach temporarily replaced 
Superintendent Sheldon Ber-
man, who resigned at the end 
of 2020 for personal reasons .

The committee overwhelm-
ingly chose Parvey in a 5-0 
vote Monday night .

“Through a rigorous inter-
view process, Dr . Parvey 
shared her vision of collab-
orative leadership and her 
deep commitment to student-
centric decisions,” the com-
mittee wrote in a statement . 
“She is intent on promoting a 
culture of continuous learn-
ing, positive and professional 

engagement,  and open 
communication .”

Parvey, who has a doctor-
ate degree in education, has 
been the chief academic 

Committee 
approves new 
superintendent
Magda Parvey to start job July 1

By Madeline HugHes

mhughes@andovertownsman .com

COURTESY PHOTO
Magda Parvey was chosen to 
be the next superintendent 
for Andover schools.

See PARVEY, Page  2

BOSTON — The number of 
communities with elevated 
COVID-19 infection levels 
jumped again last week, as 
health officials say muta-
tions of the virus continue to 
spread in Massachusetts .

At least 77 cities and towns 
are now listed as high-risk 
for COVID-19 transmission, 
according to the state Depart-
ment of Public Health . That’s 
up from 55 the previous week 
and 20 three weeks ago .

The designation is based 
on the number of active cases 
and the positivity rate on 
COVID-19 tests, scaled based 
on population .

S e v e r a l  N o r t h  o f 

Boston communities that 
were already listed as 
high-risk “red” communi-
ties — including Lawrence, 
Methuen, and Peabody — saw 
rates remain flat or increase .

Meanwhile, the state is 
also reporting more cases of 
COVID-19 mutations .

As of Monday, the health 
department reported that 
laboratory tests had detected 
at least 1,405 cases of three 
different COVID-19 variants 
to the U .S . Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention . 
That’s up from 1,068 less than 
two weeks ago .

A majority of the cases 
were B .1 .1 .7, a variant first 
detected in the United King-
dom that has become the 

COVID-19 mutations 
drive up virus cases

By CHristian M. Wade

Statehouse Reporter

See CASES, Page  2

SALEM, Mass . — The 
owner of a Merrimack 
Valley driving school who 
faces drug traff icking 
charges is free on $50,000 
bail following his arraign-
ment in Salem Superior 
Court . 

T h e  a r r a i g n m e n t 
Wednesday of  Michael 

Larocque, 56, of Lawrence 
on methamphetamine traf-
ficking and narcotics dis-
tribution charges was the 
latest of his legal woes .

In addition to his crimi-
nal case, Larocque, who 
owns North Andover Driv-
ing School and MV Auto 
School in Haverhill, also 
faces a civil suit filed by 
Attorney General Maura 
Healey . That suit alleges he 

failed to return $1 million in 
refunds to 1,500 students . 

Larocque operated regis-
try-licensed driving schools 
in North Andover and 
Haverhill, at North Andover 
High School and also at 
Greater Lawrence Tech-
nical School in Andover, 
according to Healey .

A preliminary injunc-
tion in the civil suit was 

Driving school owner charged with 
drug trafficking free on $50K bail 

By Jill HarMaCinski 
Staff Writer

See BAIL, Page  2

It’s brighter and bigger .
And the staff of the new 

Robb Center, which was 
renamed from the Andover 
Senior Center during the 
renovation, is eager to wel-
come back seniors to their 
new digs .

The senior center was 
closed in November 2019 to 
begin renovations, and pro-
grams were displaced . Pro-
grams continued mostly 
virtually since the pandemic 
took hold in the U .S . in early 
2020 . 

The center has slowly 
brought back more classes, 
including two outdoor fit-
ness classes, said Jane 
Burns, director of elder ser-
vices in Andover .

Staff are moving in this 
week . Meals on Wheels will 
take over the new kitchen 
starting Thursday, and the 
Senior Connections program 
resumes in its newly dedi-
cated room Friday, Burns 
said .

Over the next few months 
the senior center will open 
up to more groups, and 
people will be able to make 
appointments to visit, Burns 
said .

“Until the state really 
opens up we will be by 
appointment only, but we 
will be opening up to more 
groups as we are able to do 
so,” Burns said .

The space is brighter with 
fresh white walls and the 
many windows letting light 
in . The windows have been 
replaced with replicas to 
allow for the light but not 
the drafts and leaks that 
previously occurred, Burns 
said .

The new center is about 
40% larger than the original 
with an expanded fitness 
area and workout room, said 
Paul MacKay, chairman of 
the Council on Aging .

The larger fitness space 
will allow for more classes, 
Burns said . Elder Ser-
vices is partnering with 
Merrimack College to bring 
in a graduate student who is 
a certified personal trainer 
teaching one-on-one lessons 
and classes, Burns said .

The new building features 
a dedicated art room and 
café space, unlike the chairs 
lining the hallway previ-
ously, MacKay said .

There’s also a new health 

office in the Robb Center to 
allow for more private medi-
cal visits, when town health 
officials and other doctors 
conduct clinics .

Andover’s Veteran Ser-
vices office is also moving 
into the senior center to 
allow more collaboration 
and programing geared 
towards veterans, Burns 
said . One fitness class in the 
planning stages will be par-
ticularly for veterans, she 

Renovated and ready
New Robb Center complete, will start opening by appointment 

By Madeline HugHes

mhughes@andovertownsman .com

TIM JEAN/Staff photo 
Jane Burns, Director of Elder Services talks about the arts and crafts room after a major 
renovation project of the Robb Senior Center in Andover. The center was renamed the Robb 
Center after Don and Vicky Robb, who were dedicated citizens to the Andover community. 

See CENTER, Page  2
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AGENT RECRUITMENT OPEN 
THROUGH MAY 30 TH!

LAND AND SEA REAL ESTATE, INC. currently represents Buyers, Sellers, Investors 
and Developers in hundreds of millions of dollars in properties spanning 
from suburban homes, coveted luxury residences, tracts of land, marinas, 
commercial sites, warehouses, and new developments. LAND AND SEA REAL 
ESTATE, INC. is licensed in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island. 

Please send your cover letter and resume for consideration to: 
info@landandsearealestate.com

Come build YOUR business with us!

O: 978.475.0000  |  1 Main Street  |  Andover
LandAndSeaRealEstate .com
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recently issued, resulting 
in Larocque’s assets being 
frozen.

Larocque’s schools had 
students from across the 
Merrimack Val ley  and 

Greater Newburyport.
“The schools provided 

instruction to primarily 
teenaged students through-
o u t  t h e  No r t h  S h o r e , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f r o m : 
North Andover, Andover, 
Methuen, Haverhill, Law-
rence, Merrimac, Amesbury, 
Salisbury, Newburyport, 

West Newbury, Georgetown, 
Groveland and Boxford,” a 
statement released by the 
attorney general’s office 
read.

Fol lowing his  indict -
ment by an Essex County 
grand jury, Larocque was 
arraigned on two counts of 
trafficking methamphet-
amines over 200 grams. He 
was also charged with one 
count of illegal possession 
of a class D substance, one 
count of trafficking 36 to 
100 grams of methamphet-
amine, and one count of ille-
gal possession of a class A 
substance. 

H e  wa s  r e l e a s e d  o n 

$50,000 bail, which he has 
posted. He was also ordered 
to remain drug-free and to 
surrender his passport. 
His next court date is sched-
uled for June 4.

If he is convicted, the pen-
alties he faces in superior 
court are more severe than 
at the district court level. 

In September, investiga-
tors said they seized drugs 
after executing search war-
rants at Larocque’s 69 Colo-
nial Road home in Lawrence 
and the North Andover Auto 
School at 203 Turnpike St., 
Unit 404, in North Andover, 
investigators said.

At the time of his arrest, 

detectives said they had 
made “control led  pur-
chases” of methamphet-
amines from Larocque’s 
home and the school.

After Larocque’s arrest, 
the state Registry of Motor 
Vehicles revoked his driving 
school’s license, as well as 
his license to teach driver’s 
education.

Healey’s lawsuit, filed in 
March, seeks refunds and 
penalties for 1,500 students 
from the Merrimack Valley 
and Greater Newburyport 
after Larocque was arrested 
and failed to deliver ser-
vices to customers, accord-
ing to investigators.

Late last week, Healey’s 
office sought a prelimi-
nary injunction in Salem 
Superior Court to freeze 
Larocque’s assets for con-
sumer restitution. A judge 
issued the injunction while 
writing “there is a reason-
able likelihood” that Healey 
will recover money spent by 
the driving school students 
“including interest and 
costs.”

Students paid Larocque’s 
schools between $550 and 
$750 for driver’s education 
courses, Healey said. 

Follow staff reporter Jill 
Harmacinski on Twitter @
EagleTribJill.

BAIL
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officer for Middletown Pub-
lic Schools in Middletown, 

Connecticut, since Decem-
ber 2019. She previously was 
the interim superintendent 
for the City School District 
of New Rochelle, New York, 
according to her resume.

Her work has been con-
centrated in New York and 
Connecticut schools since 
she began her career as a 
lead teacher in a Brooklyn 
public school, according to 
her resume. She rose to be 
a principal, then took vari-
ous districtwide leadership 
positions.

Committee member Lau-
ren Conoscenti said she 
chose Parvey because of 
her collaborative approach 
to education and her inter-
est in doing a listening tour 
of the district.

“She talked a great deal 
about giving people a voice 
and an opportunity to pro-
mote their ideas,” commit-
tee member Tracey Spruce 
said. “And we’ve heard over 
time how important this is 
to our administrators and 
teachers.” 

Paul  Murphy,  Susan 
McCready and Shannon 
Scully all agreed with that 
reasoning in choosing 
Parvey.

Now the committee will 
negotiate a contract with 
Parvey before her expected 
July 1 start date.

PARVEY
 � Continued from Page  1

dominant strain in the U.S. 
Cases tied to other vari-
ants, B.1.351 and P.1, which 
were first detected in South 
Africa and Brazil, are also on 
the rise, according to health 
officials.

Nationwide, at least 19,554 
cases of the B.1.1.7 variant 
have been reported, accord-
ing to the CDC. There are 
324 cases of B.1.351 in 36 
states and 434 P.1 cases in 
28 states.

As of Thursday, Massa-
chusetts had the highest 

number of cases of the Bra-
zilian strain nationwide, 
or 113, the federal agency 
reported.

Essex County has reported 
the third-highest number of 
COVID-19 variant cases, or 
219, according to state data.

Meanwhile, the state’s 
public schools reported 
nearly 1,000 COVID-19 cases 
involving students and staff 
last week — a slight decline 
over the previous week — as 
most schools prepare for a 
return to full-time, in-person 
instruction.

That f igure included 
821 students and 157 staff 
who reported posit ive  

COVID-19 tests.
State education officials 

point out the cases represent 
only a fraction of more than 
660,000 students and staff 
currently in hybrid or in-class 
instruction.

Health officials in Massa-
chusetts reported 1,376 new 
cases of COVID-19 and 19 
new deaths on Monday.

The rising infection rate 
comes as more people get 
vaccinated against the virus.

More than 4.5 million doses 
have been administered as 
of Monday, with more than 
1.7 million people fully vac-
cinated. The state has about 
6.9 million residents.

G ov.  Ch a r l i e  B a ke r 
acknowledged the uptick in 
cases and hospitalizations 
and stressed the need for 
people to continue wearing 
masks, practice social dis-
tancing and get vaccinated.

“We would encourage 
everybody who will be eli-
gible to sign up and schedule 
a vaccine when they are eli-
gible,” he said at a briefing on 
Monday. “The vaccine saves 
lives.”

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts Statehouse 
for North of Boston Media 
Group’s newspapers and web-
sites. Email him at cwade@
cnhinews.com.

CASES
 � Continued from Page  1

Follow us on Twitter:

@andovertownsman 

added.
The Robb Center will also 

serve as the town’s emer-
gency shelter, because it’s 
equipped with three showers 
and a large walk-in freezer 
that will allow the town to 
store food for weeks, Burns 
said. Previously the senior 
center was used as a shelter 
following the gas disaster, 

however, town officials real-
ized they needed space for 
people to bathe, so they 
ensured it was in this proj-
ect, Burns said.

Overall Burns is looking 
forward to giving Andover 
seniors a place to be and 
socialize post-pandemic.

“We would really love to 
just welcome everyone and 
open our doors, but we have 
to be safe in how to reopen,” 
Burns said. “But we will get 
there.”

CENTER
 � Continued from Page  1

The Robb Senior Center in Andover includes a the new kitchen after a major renovation. The center makes lunch and diners for 
its meals on wheels program and can serve as an emergency shelter. 

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
The Wellness Center will offer a place for fitness classes. 
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Owned and Operated by Tim and Jeremy Giard

(978) 689-8336      Office@giard.plumbing

Timothy A.
Now taking appointments for Spring Septic Pumping

Services To Meet All Your Needs
Residential & Commercial Emergency Services

Book A Spring Septic Pumping 
Appointment Now And Receive $25 

OFF
Expires 5/1/21

Napolitano
Marble & Granite

448 Andover Street, Lawrence • 978-688-2225
81 Bridge Street, Beverly • 978-922-0064

www.NAPOLITANOGRANITE.com

Turn the home you have
into the home you love!

Kitchen Countertops • Granite • Marble • Cambria 
• Silestone • LG Viatera • Caesarstone

Small jobs to 
big jobs.

Insured.

Free Estimates.

References.

Call MIKE
603-890-1122

MD’S 
HOME 

REPAIR

• Remodeling
• Repairs
• Painting

“The Pursuit of Excellence”

Residential Design
Custom Homes

Additions
Renovations

Home Maintenance

(978) 688-5036

steeplechasebuilders.comwww.steeplechasebuilders.comOpen to Close _ET_AT.ai   1   3/24/2021   10:04:32 AM

If you haven’t tried us yet …
Come see what all the talk is about …

 Indoor “VERY SPACIOUS”
Dining in our 2nd floor barn loft

Dining Room
Curbside TAKE HOME
always available, too!

Introducing the

SMYTHE & DOVE
Dakota Bar

89 Main Street Courtyard
Andover, MA 01810

 978-470-0001 
www.smythedove.com

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

Open Tuesday-Saturday 4-9 p.m.

If you haven’t tried us yet...
Come and see what all the talk is about!

Patio and spacious indoor dining

2nd floor barn loft dining room

Curbside pick-up available

SMYTHE & DOVE STEAK 
Dakota Bar Custom Woodwork and

Cabinet Spray Finishes
• Residential • Commercial

• Paper Hanging
• Wallpaper Removal

• Light Carpentry
• Drywall Repairs

• Fully Insured
• Free Estimates

Christopher’s
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

978.335.1885
978.474.0477 eves.

ANDOVER, MA 01810
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L O C A L

Andover Coalition for 
Education is hosting an 
event in May  meant to get 
people moving and honor 
teachers for Teacher Appre-
ciation Week.

May 1 to 8 will be a Race for 
ACE, “a movement challenge 
to raise money for our schools.”

Participants and families 
are asked to do an activity for 
30 minutes a day. Run, walk, 
hike, bike, dance, skip or jump 
– anything that promotes 30 
minutes of movement. Par-
ticipants are asked to post a 
photo or video on social media 
and tag it #raceforace2021. 

“ACE is excited to host 
this fun family fundraiser 
this spring. Our schools need 
community support more 
than ever,” said ACE Presi-
dent Lenore Price. “With 
the pandemic restrictions 
around events, ACE wanted 
to provide a safe opportunity 
for families and community 
members to get outside and 
do something active, while 

also raising support for our 
schools. ACE typically hosts a 
major fundraiser in the spring 
that generates significant 
funds that in turn are invested 
back into the schools. If every-
one in our community gives a 
little, we will have a lot to give 
back to our schools.”

Each day during the event 
week a winner will be picked 
from those who  tag ACE 
online to win prizes and 
swag from ACE and local 
businesses.

The first week of May is 
also Teacher Appreciation 
Week. ACE encourages dedi-
cating race activity in honor 
of a favorite educator or staff 
member in the schools. ACE 
will then send an e-card to 
the teacher(s) to inform them 
of this tribute gift.

“This is a fantastic way 
for the entire Andover com-
munity to come together, get 
outside, be active and support 
our schools. I hope everyone 
in town completes their own 
Race for ACE during the first 
week of May.” said Coach 
Fazio, Hooptown director 

and A Boys Basketball Coach. 
The event costs $25 for an 

individual, $40 for a family and 
$100 for a team, which can be 
a sports team or organization. 
Everyone who participates 
will receive Race for ACE 
gifts. To register visit give.
mybooster.com/raceforace.

Gold  leve l  sponsors 
include: 34 Park, Andover 
Classic Wines: Craft Beers 
& Spirits, Andover Mums, 
Andover TV, Chan and 
Chen Orthodontics, Com-
monwealth Motors, Dalton 
and Finegold, LLP, Dau-
phin Law Offices, Doherty 
Insurance Agency and 
JP Licks. Silver Sponsors 

i n c l u d e :  Ja c k i e  P i t t s 
Real  Estate ,  The  Sav -
ings Bank,  Touchstone 
Closing and Escrow and 
Enterprise Bank.

ACE plans new fundraiser
By Madeline HugHes

mhughes@andovertownsman.com

Please recycle this newspaper.

Race for ACE will help honor teachers 

Follow us on Twitter:

@andovertownsman 
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Quality Family 
and 

Cosmetic Dentistry

Presenting the Dental Hygiene 
Team at Premier Dental Concepts 
in Andover. Rosalie and Lisa 
are happy to provide you with 
professional, caring and efficient 
care. Let them help you get and 
maintain healthy teeth and gums 
for your lifetimes.

Call for an appointment today 1-978-475-1030

Visit us on our website www.myandoverdentist
Conveniently located in Shawsheen Village, Rt 28. 

Dental cleanings, Exams, Fillings, Crowns, Bridges, Implants. 

Free Consultations And Second Opinions. 
Most Dental Plans Accepted, Care Credit Financing 

and In-House Discount Plan*

 Peter Wojtkun, DMD/ Kathy Sendek, DMD
*call for details

Rosalie Lisa

Visit us on our website MyAndoverDentist.com • Convieniently Located In 
Shawsheen Village, Rt. 28 • 349-351 North Main St. Unit 1,

 Andover, MA 01810
 *Call Today For Details or Appointments 1-978-475-1030

Quality Family 
and 

Cosmetic Dentistry

Peter Wojtkun, D.M.D.                    Kathy M. Sendek, D.M.D. 

PREMIER DENTAL CONCEPTS MEMBERSHIP PLAN
No Dental Benefits? We Have You Covered!

Join Our KLEER.com Membership Plan
and SAVE TODAY! Call For Details.

Now more than ever, 
families are turning to 
Stone Hill as the safest 
choice for Senior Care.

Someone you care for
needs Assisted Living

Make the best decision.

We’re located at: 141 Elm Street in Andover, MA  |  stonehillandover.com
Independent Living, Assisted Living & Avita Memory Care

Count on us:
Exceptional quality of care

The highest safety standards
Fabulous dining options

Engaging & safe social programs
Beautiful surroundings 

978.691.9924

Call our helpful family 
advisor, Suzanne for 
more information:

Licensed/Certified
Audiologist

Over 20 Years
Experience

• 100% Fully 
Automatic Digital 
Hearing Aids

• Cosmetically Appealing 
and Discreet Models

• Hearing Solutions To Meet 
Every Budget

• FREE 30-Day NO RISK Trials
WWW.ANDOVERHEARING.COM 

(978) 470-4500 

Wendy J. Ring, 
MS CCC-A

11 Chestnut Street,
Suite #6 Andover, MA

(978) 475-2200
68 Main St., andover, Ma
pcaruso@carusoandcaruso.com

PETER J. CARUSO
ATTORNEY

ESTATE 
PLANS

Protect Your Family
Protect Your Assets

Protect Yourself

Childrens’ Trusts
Revocable Trusts
Medicaid Plans

PROBATE COURT
FAMILY WILL ISSUES
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Editor, Townsman:
We are now almost at the 

14-month anniversary of 
that supposedly black day 
in Red Sox history when 
Mookie Betts was traded to 
the Dodgers, followed by all 
other fan-favorites (e.g. the 
rest of the Red Sox “Killer 
Bs”) getting traded away as 
well.

Yet, Boston-area sports 
writers and radio talk-
ing heads keep stoking the 
whine of the fans in articles 
such as Bill Burt’s recent, 
“The Bogaerts dilemma.”

Seriously? Like, we are 
expected to care whether 
a local pro sports player is 
only making $20 million a 
year, and, heaven forbid, may 
leave to make $36 million a 

year somewhere  else?  At 
what point will fans wake 
up to the fact they’re being 
played as chumps by both 
the players and the team 
owners?

Players go wherever they 
can for the most money they 
can get, and owners trade 
players to maximize how 
much money they can stuff 
into their own pockets.

And who is footing the bill 
for the rapacious appetites 
of both the pro athletes and 
the team owners? The fans.

They are fans who shell 
out enormous amounts each 
month for cable sports chan-
nels to watch on TV what 
used to be free to watch 
on broadcast TV, and fans 
who have to take out home 
equity loans or sell all their 
personal possessions to be 
able to afford taking their 
kids (and the friends of their 
kids) to a MLB/NFL/NBA/
NHL game.

So, it’s time to stop all the 
whining about players leav-
ing teams for more money, 
or teams  who trade fan 
favorites so the GM general 
manager put more money 
into the owners’ pockets, 
and therefore earn a bigger 
bonus for himself.

This is life in the world 
of the “free market” in pro 
sports. 

Instead of rooting for the 
laundry and whining when 

fan-favorite players walk 
or get traded, root for the 
team where your fan favor-
ite lands.

If you’re upset that the 
Patriots let Tom Brady walk, 
root for Tampa Bay.

If you’re mad that the Sox 
traded Betts to the Dodgers, 
well, root for the Dodgers.

But please,  stop the 
whining.

BOB POKRESS
Andover

Opinion

Letters to the editor

LETTERS POLICY
The Townsman accepts letters to the editor from the community. 

Letters should be typed, no longer than 350 words and must include 
writer’s name, address and phone number (numbers will not be pub-
lished). We reserve the right to edit letters for length, clarity and style. 
Deadline is Monday at 9 a.m. for the next edition. 
Mail to:

33 Chestnut St., 
Andover, MA 01810

Fax to: 978-470-2819
E-mail: townsman@andovertownsman.com. Please include the letter 
in the body of the e-mail, not as an attachment.

WEB QUESTION
How closely should gas projects be 

regulated?
At a recent Beacon Hill hearing, 

a representative of gas utilities told 
lawmakers that new rules stemming 
from the 2018 Merrimack Valley gas 
disaster are unnecessary.

Jose Costa, of the Northeast Gas 
Association, says a rule requiring an 
engineer to sign-off on complicated 
road work is not necessary, in light 
of other steps and programs put in 
place by the industry since the fires 
and explosions in Lawrence, Andover 
and North Andover.

Another layer of rules, he said, may 
only add cost and slow down projects.

Are you comfortable with the indus-
try’s self-regulation?

I SLEEP AT NIGHT: Gas companies are 
as safe as they can be. Besides, it’s 
not in their interest, for safety or 
financial reasons, to allow unsafe 

work. Look at what happened to 
Columbia Gas of Massachusetts in 
the wake of the 2018 disaster. It not 
longer exists.

WE NEED RULES: The gas disaster was 
a tragic example of what can happen 
when utilities bypass regulations and 
protocols. The safety of gas work 
should not be left to the utilities — 
even if the industry believes another 
level of review is extra.

Last week’s question
Should Andover schools work 

harder to return high school students 
to full-time, in-person schedules 
before the end of the academic year?

The schools plan to ask state edu-
cation officials for a waiver from a 
requirement that high school stu-
dents return to a five-day, in-person 
schedule due to the complex logistics 
of fitting Andover students into a 

50-year-old building while adhering 
to social distancing rules.

Elementary students have already 
returned to a full-week schedule. 
Middle school students are slated to 
do so later this month.

What do you think?
BY ANY MEANS: Making space for 1,800 

students in a high school designed for 
1,500 kids will be difficult, and it may 
mean taking over the Collins Center 
and the Field House. But, so be it. 
Getting these teenagers back into a 
school routine before year’s end is 
critical - for academic, social and psy-
chological reasons. (39 votes)

WHY NOT WAIT? What’s the sense of 
cramming kids into a space not made 
for social distancing, just so they 
can have in-person classes for 4 to 
6 weeks before the end of the school 
year? Waiting until fall is more sen-
sible. (38 votes)

If we didn’t lead digital lives before the pandemic, 
we certainly do now. We’ve been to class and work 
from our kitchen tables. We’ve visited with grand-
children and gone to the doctor on Zoom. We’ve 
ordered groceries, attended a Passover seder or cel-
ebrated Easter services online.

If access to technology and the internet weren’t 
essential before the pandemic, they certainly are 
now. Thirteen months after we retreated into our 
homes amid the first closures to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, connectivity is as essential to work, 
education, health and social wellbeing as water, 
sewer, electricity and gas service.

And we take stock of where we’ve been and where 
we’re headed, it’s painfully obvious that those among 
us who are unconnected are in danger of becoming 
left behind in most major areas of life. Never has clos-
ing the digital gap been more important.

In the communities north of Boston, there is an 
emerging effort to do just that. The Essex County 
Community Foundation is gearing up for a multi-year 
campaign that draws in nonprofit groups, local gov-
ernment leaders, social service agencies, businesses 
and others to find ways to connect a strikingly large 
number of residents who don’t have reliable digital 
access.

The project will focus on areas of access, equip-
ment and digital literacy, and it will be critically 
important for those without those things, as well as 
those of us who reliably have them. To be sure, the 
strength of our schools, resiliency of our economy, 
effectiveness of our local governments and service 
organizations, not to mention the overall public 
health and livability of our region, depend on it.

Not that any of this is new. But as Lee Rainie, 
director of internet and technology research at Pew 
Research Center, told a state Senate panel last week, 
we accelerated into a “tele-everything world” during 
the pandemic. A byproduct of that, he said, is that 
highly connected and technically savvy people will 
now “pull further ahead” of those with less access.

It’s not a unique dynamic to our region or state. 
Homes throughout the country with lower incomes 
are less likely to have access to internet service 
robust enough to support basic activities. Angela 
Siefer, executive director of the National Digital 
Inclusion Alliance, told the lawmakers that 30% of 
Massachusetts households with incomes less than 
$35,000 a year do not have broadband-level internet 
service, including on mobile.

One in five homes in the state — or 566,000 house-
holds — get their internet via mobile phone or don’t 
have connectivity at all.

This problem, which correlates with income, 
existed before anything closed due to the coronavi-
rus. It’s just more obvious now that people are being 
vaccinated, schools are restarting and the economy 
is beginning to stretch back awake. Stratton Lloyd, 
executive vice president of the Essex County Commu-
nity Foundation, says in an interview, “As the water 
level has come down with COVID, the rocks have 
been exposed. And these rocks have always existed.”

In our region the divide affects seniors who’ve 
been cut off from their families and support systems. 
It affects small businesses forced to reinvent them-
selves for e-commerce. It affects anyone trying to 
take advantage of a growing number of telehealth 
services. That’s not to mention the challenge born 
by students who don’t have reliable internet at home 
and only have technology thanks to the efforts of 
school officials who scrambled to distribute tablets 
and Chromebooks for remote learning.

A report prepared by the Essex County Commu-
nity Foundation last fall pointed to nearly 60,000 
households in the region without secure broadband, 
and 1 in 5 families without a basic computer. Even 
in the most connected towns like Andover, where 
nearly 92% of households have broadband access, 
the report notes some individual neighborhoods fall 
below average.

The  foundation’s report  suggests some poten-
tial  remedies, such as municipal broadband pro-
grams or multilingual support services. (The divide 
disproportionately affects Latino homes and busi-
nesses; fewer than two-thirds of the Latino residents 
of Lawrence, for example, have broadband access.) 
But Kate Machet, director of strategic initiatives at 
the foundation, says the solution, whatever it looks 
like in the end, will be far more involved than the 
Band-Aid approaches we’ve seen until now. By neces-
sity it will involve many partners and approaches, it 
will be tailored to specific communities, and it will 
have to be built to evolve through time.

Whatever that looks like, its success is critical. 
We’ve handled a public health emergency. Address-
ing a digital crisis, in many ways, is just as important.

Read the Essex County Community Foundation’s 
report on digital equity in our region: www.eccf.org/
digital-equity/

Bridging the  
digital divide

Cheer for your 
favorite players, 
but don’t whine 
when they leave

Since the town was 
founded in 1646, Andover 
has achieved a remarkable 
number of “firsts.”

In the fields of education, 
theology, agriculture, sci-
ence, industry and athletics, 
many things happened first 
right here.

Over the next two editions 
of the “Andover Stories,” we 
will highlight an interesting 
assortment of the inspira-
tions, inventions, ideas 
and events that truly had 
their origins right here in 
Andover.

Some are amusing, some 
amazing, and others pro-
found in their impact.

All of them came from our 
hometown.

Let’s begin our journey 
where Andover began when 
first settled over 375 years 
ago – with agricultural. For 
most settlers, farming was 
a means of putting bread on 
their tables.

Farmers worked the fields 
by tilling, planting then har-
vesting their crops to feed 
their own families. Their 
principle commerce was 
trading with their fellow 
farmers and townspeople.

The Irish round potato, or 
white potato, was first intro-
duced to North America by 
Scottish immigrants who, in 
1744, settled Londonderry, 
New Hampshire. They spent 
their first winter in Andover 

and left seeds with the fami-
lies who took them in.

Planted in Andover, these 
seeds produced at least part 
of America’s first potato 
crop.

Private and theological 
education have been hall-
marks of Andover from its 
earliest days.

Phillips Academy was 
founded during the Ameri-
can Revolution in 1778 by 
Samuel Phillips Jr. It is the 
oldest incorporated private 
academy in America.

Among its “firsts” is the 
academy’s campus news-
paper. The Phillipian, the 
nation’s oldest secondary 

school newspaper, began 
publishing in 1857. Phillip-
ian writers have gone on to 
publishing careers with The 
New York Times, USA 
Today, Washington 
Post, Chicago Tribune, The 
Boston Globe, The New 
Yorker and Time magazine.  

Placing importance on 
physical education and com-
petition, Phillips was also the 
first prep school in the nation 
to form an organized base-
ball team, in 1866.

In 2019, Phillips became 
the first secondary school to 
make its entire library collec-
tion in digital format acces-
sible to the world.

Among notable academy 
alumni are former U.S. Presi-
dents George H.W. Bush and 
son, George W. Bush; writer 
Edgar Rice Burroughs; U.S. 
Supreme Court Associ-
ate Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes; and noted landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olm-
sted, who helped to trans-
form the campus into what 
you see today.

Other notables include 
John F. Kennedy Jr., son of 
President John F. Kennedy; 
Chris Hughes, co-founder of 
social network site Facebook; 

professional football coach 
Bill Belichick; and actors 
Humphrey Bogart, Dana 
Delaney, James Spader, Jack 
Lemmon and Olivia Wilde.

Abbot Academy, founded in 
1829, was the first indepen-
dent boarding preparatory 
school for the “exclusive 
work of educating women.”

The arduous academic 
curricula included art educa-
tion, three years of English 
and five years of languages 
including Latin. Further, 
two years of mathematics, 
science and history, physi-
cal education, an all-school 
choral class and Bible study 
prepared women for college. 
Abbot’s lessons on leader-
ship and value of self-confi-
dence prepared them for life.

Abbot’s reputation for 
excellence drew such lumi-
naries to its campus as an 
American teacher, writer 
and education reformer, 
Amos Bronson Alcott, and 
Helen Keller and her teacher 
Anne Sullivan.

Abbot and Phillips merged 
in 1973 and continue their 
tradition to impart a level of 
education not wholly acces-
sible elsewhere.

The English Academy and 
Teachers Seminary on the 
Phillips campus were the 
first in the country to pro-
mote “hands-on” learning. 
Educator Horace Mann vis-
ited campus to observe the 
curriculum.

The school was also the 
country’s first to have a dual 
purpose – “educating instruc-
tors for common and other 
schools and educating practi-
cal men for a ‘common life’.”

The story of the Andover 
“firsts” accomplished over 
our town’s 375-year history is 
too long for a single newspa-
per column. There’s far more 
yet to be told. So stay tuned.

Tom Adams
Andover Center for 
History and Culture

Established 1887

Editor
Tracey Rauh

Published Thursdays by  
North of Boston Media Group

33 Chestnut St., Andover, MA 01810
978-475-7000 •  

News fax: 978-470-2819
E-mail bcantwell@andovertownsman.com

www.andovertownsman.com

READER ACCESS

EDITOR TRACEY RAUH for comments on overall editorial content and quality;  
978-946-2242, trauh@andovertownsman.com

REPORTER JUDY WAKEFIELD at 978-691- 8726, or jwakefield@andovertownsman.com

REPORTER MADELINE HUGHES at 978-691-8733, or mhughes@andovertownsman.com 

SPORTS WRITER DAVE WILLIS at 978-946-2473;  
dwillis@andovertownsman.com.

EDITORIAL SERVICES
To reach the newsroom with a news tip or request, please call the appropriate person:

CUSTOMER SERVICE

To subscribe to the newspaper or to report delivery problems:  
Call the Circulation Department direct at 800-836-7800 

ADVERTISING

 �   Account Executive  
David Schultz at 978-946-2152  
or dschultz@ 
andovertownsman.com

� To place a classified advertisement: 
Call the Classified Department at 978-946-
2300.

A town with many ‘firsts,’ Part I

Courtesy Phillips Academy archives
The English Academy and Teachers Seminary opened on the 
Phillips Academy campus in 1831.

Courtesy Phillips Academy archives
Samuel Phillips Jr. is the 
man who established Phillips 
Academy in 1778.
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ANDOVER TOWNSMAN OBITUARIES 
Obituaries in the Andover Townsman are paid notices.

To place an obituary, please visit andovertownsman.com/
submitobit. Call 1-800-681-6248 if you have any questions.

Dear 
doctor,

Maybe 
other par-
ents are 
having 
this prob-
lem, and 
it sounds 
strange to 

ask. We have a 4-year-old 
who cannot tie his shoes. 
He goes to his older sister 
or to one of us to have them 
tied.

We wonder if he has 

some kind of problem with 
seeing and doing things. He 
seems perfectly fine other-
wise and is a great kid.

— Worried
Dear worried,
Smart kid. He has others 

doing things for him, but 
refusing to help him is not 
an option.

The answer is to teach 
him how to tie his shoes, 
or anything else which 
requires the fine motor 
skill. By the way, this is 
not a uncommon problem 

at his age and eventually 
would be a skill he would 
likely master.

Here is something I 
learned from another child. 
Let me share it with you.

Take the cord from 
a bath robe. They usu-
ally are fluffy and easily 
handled. Wrap the cord 
around a door knob. Make 
this a fun experience. 
Introduce it as something 
new he might learn. Please 
do not make him think he 
is failing with “big boy” 

comments.
Then in easy steps have 

him do what you do with 
the cord by making a bow 
knot.

Usually a child will mas-
ter this with a few tries. 
The texture and ease of 
manipulation help. Over 
time show him the same 
pattern on his shoes.

If all else fails, wait for 
kindergarten and first 
grade when socialization 
helps. If he resists, there 
are shoes with no laces.

Learning to tie shoes can be fun

100 Years Ago—April 15, 1921
The most disastrous fire 

of the week occurred yes-
terday morning at the home 
of Arthur Lovejoy on Love-
joy road when the roof and 
attic story were destroyed. 
Other fires were for a brush 
fire at the corner of Chan-
dler and Beacon streets 
and at the dump at Tyer 
factory number 2. On Tues-
day there were four fires: a 
grass fire on land belonging 
to the trustees of Phillips 
academy on Bartlet street, a 
grass fire on the Wakefield 
land on Cuba street, 
another burning two acres 
of land on Argilla belonging 
to William M. Wood, and 
the last for a barn on South 
Union street.

A week ago, in Lawrence 
District Court a man and 
women were defaulted for 

the neglect of minor chil-
dren and a warrant issued 
for their arrest. Being resi-
dents of this town, on South 
Union street, the warrant 
was given to Chief Smith 
to serve. The father made 
his escape and the mother 
wishing to avoid appear-
ance in court, placed her 
two small children in a baby 
carriage and trundled them 
all the way to Lowell. Her 
presence in that city was 
discovered by the police and 
she with her children, car-
riage and all, were returned 
to Andover by motor after 
which they were lodged at 
the Andover police station. 
They have since been trans-
ferred to the Andover town 
farm.

75 years Ago — April 18, 1946
Andover took a cue from 

other cities and towns 
during this time of short-
ages and last Friday morn-
ing had it’s own queue, a 
clothesline that extended 
from the door of Elander 
and Swanton (near where 

Royal Jewelers is located 
today) as far as the cor-
ner of Chestnut and Main 
Streets. Donald Surette 
managed to get a shot 
(cover photo of Townsman) 
of the line before the sell-
out, but unfortunately did 
not get a shot at a shirt. The 
line started to form at 7:30 
a.m. and the shirt-selling 
began at 8:30 and ended at 
10:30. There just weren’t 
any more shirts.

Donald Dunn was elected 
head of the recreation 
committee and Benjamin 
Dimlich, supervisor of the 
playground at a recreation 
committee meeting this 
week.

It’s a little confusing, but 
there are two organizations 
and there are two dances. 
The World War II veterans 
of the American Legion 
are sponsoring a dance at 
the Crystal Ballroom May 
2. The AMVETS, which 
is a veteran organization 
entirely made up of World 
War II veterans are holding 

a dance at Crystal on May 
16.

50 Years Ago — April 22, 1971
A photo caption reads 

“Former comedian Dick 
Gregory, turned social 
critic, spoke to Phillips 
Academy students this past 
week, and his humor jabbed 
at the inconsistencies of 
racism in America.”

(Partial editorial) Town 
meeting recently dictated 
that a study be made 
regarding future sessions. 
A representative form of 
town meeting was pro-
posed. It was relegated to 
study by a committee. Since 
that time there has been 
proposed a change in the 
form of Andover’s town 
government to a city type. 
Town meeting as we know 
it, appears to be unwieldy. 
The actual results coming 
from such sessions are not 
a complete sampling of 
the town. A small percent-
age of voters shows up 
at the annual and special 
sessions. 

All Those YeArs Ago
Susan McKelliget
Andover Center for 
History and Culture

 ANDOVER

300 Ballardvale St.: WCV 299-301 Ballardvale 
to CBE 300 Ballardvale LLC, $10,000,000

196 Jenkins Rd.: Hui Y. Chang to Alexander 
J. Prokopienko and A P. Reilly-Prokopienko, 
$525,000

123 Main St.: 123&131 Main Street RT and 
Nancy M. Gurry to Arthur Mccue, $850,000

BOXFORD

29 Topsfield Rd.: F O Howley 2017 T and 
Francine O. Howley to Gary D. and Molly T. Giffen, 
$1,500,000

DRACUT

280 Bouchard Ave.: Kimberly N. Kozlowski to 
Steven R. and Emily J. Vail, $375,000

16 Elise Ave.: Susan A. Hadley and Tara M. 
Stemporzewski to Brian and Allison Hannigan, 
$10,000

1851 Lakeview Ave.: James W. and Maria A. 
Gaillardetz to Stephen P. and Bianca R. Georgop-
oulos, $312,500

31 Mill St. Unit B: Shawne Smith RET and 
Shawne Smith to Asford N. Muiruri, $150,000

569 Nashua Rd.: Scott and Jill M. Ramsey to 
Dwayne R. Clark, $372,000

63 Willowdale Ave.: Robert Mately and 
Arlene Dillon to Thomas F. Underwood, $170,000

GEORGETOWN

35 Charles St.: Theresa A. Reddy to Jolee 
LLC, $173,000

6 Dummer Ave.: HSBC Bank USA NA Tr to 
Shkelqim Idrizi, $277,200

GROVELAND

106 King St.: King Mdw Development LLC to 
Patricia R. Badaro and Giulliano Paizante-Campo, 
$720,500

HAVERHILL
76 16th Ave. Unit 76: Lindsey J. Perry and 

Jesse C. Rodie to Karin Bosque and Carlos Vil-
latoro, $300,000

69 Audubon Rd.: Anthony V. Malacaso and 
Leandra L. Privitera to Anthony Jackson and 
Laura Stotz, $465,000

340 Broadway: Christopher S. and Fay Smer-
don to Luis R. Jorge, $549,000

33 Emily St Unit 33: Adriana Gallegos to 
Alvin Luong, $395,000

438 Farrwood Dr Unit 438: Ruth Twaalf-
hoven to Joy Michon-Courcy and Andrew Courey, 
$265,000

322 Groveland St: 322 Groveland Street RT 
and Thomas Pappa to Athanasios D. and Con-
stance Vourtsas, $580,000

19 Hamel Way Unit 19: Kristen Heng-Kins-
inger and Robert Kinsinger to Andy Kwaku-Agbo, 
$395,000

15 Observatory Ave.: 12&12 LLC to Saif 
Mohammed, $560,000

8-10 William St.: Peak Premises LLC to Lynn 
Homes LLC, $170,000

217 Wilson St. Unit 217: Tara N. Bihl to Brian 
N. Kelley, $315,000

LAWRENCE

91-93 Ames St.: Phu V. and Anh T. Nguyen 
to Jovanny Sanchez and Shirlie R. Desanchez, 
$533,000

59 Amherst St.: Jenryann Diaz to Annie M. 
Poquee, $360,000

268-270 Bailey St.: Karen M. Grover to Jose 
M. Gonzalez, $530,000

22-24 Clarke St.: Nicole Cotto to Ramon Vic-
torino and Laura Monlora, $545,000

262 E Haverhill St. Unit 23: Ruth A. Bernar-
din to JLK Investment Group LLC, $150,000

71 Fern St.: Maria E. Hidalgo-Degabin to Jose 
M. Lopez, $465,000

9 Forest St.: Josue Garcia to Fausto Abreu 
and Juan F. Valenzuela, $459,000

61 Knox St. Unit 1: Basilio Jaime to Muthsous 
Marcel, $560,000

11 Lawrence St. Unit 509: CCM Properties 
Group LLC to Kyle Regan, $122,250

11 Lawrence St. Unit 606: CCM Properties 
Group LLC to Kimngan Nguyen-Vo, $116,250

61 Mann St. Unit 61: Jose Llibre to Taylor L. 
Hancock, $245,000

56 Smith St.: Diverse Const&RE LLC to Jes-
sica M. Matias and Marcos A. Almonte, $610,000

36-38 Swan St.: William Cruz to Luis A. Matul 
and Saira I. DeMatul, $570,000

METHUEN

40 Baremeadow St.: Richard Rubera and 
Donna Busfield to Jordan E. and Matthew D. 

Quartararo, $370,000
34 Davis Rd.: Kirane Leo F Est and Lillian 

DellaPenna to Douglas Chirichiello and Philip 
Akmakjian, $325,000

20 Louise Ave.: Messineo Michael W Est 
and Christopher J. Messineo to Vantroy Nunez, 
$410,000

3 Plover Ln. Unit 3: Toll MA Land 3 LP to 
Norma B. Murphy, $535,139

26 Simone St: Ange Simone Street RT and 
Alicia McNichols to Devin Rogers and Ryan 
Rourke, $220,000

NORTH ANDOVER

162 Bradford St: Anne G. Daly to Alexander 
and Alexandra Khmurets, $650,000

37 Chestnut St: Kevin W. and Jennifer M. 
Costello to Erica Marieb, $1,140,000

67 Fernview Ave. Unit 5: Mass 125 RT and 
Donna F. Goldman to Raymond L. Estee, $210,000

614 Forest St.: Gregory E. and Michele J. 
Stein to Amy Stephens, $850,000

3 Herrick Rd.: William E. and Louise A. 
Busineau to Terrence Mcgaughey and Jennifer 
Grant, $505,000

16 Kingston St. Unit C: Deshler FT and John 
F. Deshler to Adam Nelson, $197,000

6 Walker Rd. Unit 8: Cynthia L. Maes to Pan-
orama Inv Group LLC, $198,000

NORTH READING

5 Bridle Way: Frank A. and Kathryn Auger to 
James and Valerie Mcdonough, $1,805,000

14 Hillview Rd.: Robert S. Voto and John 
Macone to Raquel B. Dovale, $550,000

Martins Lndg Condo Unit 4303: Pulte Hm Of 
New Eng LLC to Michael F. and Alfreda B. Cana-
van, $385,705

5 Summer St.: Patricia A. Murphy to Eric and 
Rebecca George, $855,000

SALISBURY

167 Elm St. Unit L33: Carl P. and Leslie A. 
Haley to Durkin Boys RT and Adria J. Durkin, 
$115,000

167 Elm St. Unit L34: Carl P. and Leslie A. 
Haley to Durkin Boys RT and Adria J. Durkin, 
$115,000

21 Old Elm St.: G&Deborah Kitchin RET and 
Keith J. Kitchin to Edson Coimbra, $420,000

  � REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

FRIDAY, APRIL 2

Unemployment fraud: Phillips 
Street, 4:18 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 3

Arrest: Ivan Geronimo, 22, of 
Lawrence arrested on warrants, 
River Road, 9:09 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4

Arrest: Kim S. Botum, 25, of 
Andover arrested for operating 
under the influence, leaving the 
scene of property damage, marked 
lanes violation, Lowell Street, 12:55 
a.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 6

Arrest: Joseph G. Parsons, 35, of 
Beverly arrested on a warrant, Old 
River Road, 12:25 a.m.

Scam: Someone reported a scam 
of $7,000 being stolen, Woodhaven 
Drive, 4:43 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7

Trespassing: A television news 
crew was asked to leave Andover 

High School, Shawsheen Road, 8:07 
a.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 8

Vandalism: Car keyed, Dale 
Street, 10:49 a.m.

Unemployment fraud: Heather-
stone Place, 11”42 a.m.

Credit card fraud: Central 
Street, 12:17 p.m.

  � POLICE LOG

NAPLES, ME —  Judith C. 
Van Der Zee (Napier), 89, of 
Naples, Maine, passed peace-
fully on April 6, 2021, sur-
rounded by her loving family.

Judith was born in Andover, 
Mass. and was a graduate of 
Punchard High School, class 
of the 49ers. Following gradu-
ation, she worked as a bank 
teller and loved to count mon-
ey, and collected rare bills and 
coins she found along the way.

She was a member of Free 
Christian Church and sang in 
the choir. She met her hus-
band Robert and a few months 
later they were wed in Au-
gust of 1962 at Free Christian 
Church in Andover. They built 
a beautiful house on Napier 
Road and raised two sons and 
a daughter. The family vaca-
tions were always camping at 
Four Seasons Camping Area, 
first in a pop-up trailer and 
then a travel trailer. In 1981 
they followed their dream of 
running a business and pur-
chased Four Seasons. They 
loved the camping business 
and made many lasting friend-
ships and memories along the 
way.

Judith and Robert win-
tered in Englewood, Florida 
for twenty-seven years and 
enjoyed golfing, bowling, and 
singing in the chorus. Her 
hobbies included knitting, 
watching game shows, doing 
word jumbles, and going out 
on Thursdays with the camp-
ground ladies.

Judith is predeceased by her 
beloved husband of 57 years, 
Robert. Three children: Jona-
than Van Der Zee and Ellen 
Brock of Englewood Fl., An-
drew Van Der Zee and Bridget 
Meara of Portland, Maine, 

and Ken and Beth Brown of 
Naples. Grandchildren Chris-
topher Van Der Zee, Amy 
Walker, Matthew and Meara 
Van Der Zee, Ryan Baillar-
geon, Emma, Elijah and Sam-
uel Brown. Four great grand-
children Hudson, Jovie and 
Sawyer Walker and Ryder Van 
Der Zee.

The family would like to 
thank Androscoggin Home 
Care and Hospice, Home Care 
for ME personal support ser-
vices, Elijah Brown and Nina 
Huff, and First Light Home 
Care for all their support and 
wonderful care.

ARRANGEMENTS: Family and 
friends are invited to a time of 
visitation from 4 to 6 p.m. Friday, 
April 9, 2021 at the Hall Funeral 
Home, 165 Quaker Ridge Road in 
Casco. Graveside committal ser-
vices will be held, 12 p.m. Saturday, 
April 11, 2021 at the Spring Grove 
Cemetery, 5 Spring Grove Rd, An-
dover, MA 01810. Online condo-
lences and tributes may be shared 
on Judith’s Tribute Wall at www.
hallfuneralhome.net.

Judith C. Van Der Zee, 89
September 18, 1931 - April 6, 2021

N EW B U RY P O RT ,  M A 
—  John Wilson has recently 
passed away at his home. A 
man of profound loyalty and 
understanding, he filled the 
lives of those he knew with 
a love that will never be re-
placed. An ardent family 
man, he was the embodiment 
of support for his loving wife 
Margaret Wilson, his children, 
Kathleen and Barry, daughter-
in-law Selana, and his grand-
daughters (Brandi, Bryna, and 
Britanny). He may be gone, 
but the memory of all that he 
has done for his loved one’s 
lives on. And always will.

I love you dad, and I am 
proud to have had you as my father. -Barry

John Wilson, 91
October 11, 1929 - March 23, 2021

ANDOVER, MA —  Ray-
mond H. Potvin, 79, passed 
away Thursday, April 8, 2021 
at his home in Andover, sur-
rounded by his family.

Ray was a master carpenter 
who built, remodeled, reno-
vated and restored numer-
ous homes and businesses 
throughout the Greater Law-
rence/Lowell area. He leaves 
behind his wife, Anne and 
children Judi Desruisseau and 
Steve Potvin.

ARRANGEMENTS:  Per his re-
quest, celebrations of his life will 

be private. In lieu of flowers please 
consider making a donation to 
Lowell General Hospital, whose 
Cancer Center doctors, nurses and 
staff helped support Ray and his 
family throughout the past year. 
For online condolences please visit 
www.contefuneralhomes.com.

Raymond H. Potvin, 79
January 13, 1942 - April 8, 1942

THORTON, NH —  David 
Whitman Hepworth died at 
home on April 10, 2021, at 
the age of 92 from COVID-19 
complications. David was pre-
deceased by his wife Keren 
whom he shared marriage 
with for 60 years.

David is survived by his 
daughter Susan and her hus-
band David Bunker, three 
grandsons, Jeffrey, Christo-
pher and Neil Bunker; great-
grandsons, Noah and Atlas 
Bunker; and great-grand-
daughter Clara Jane Bunker.

David and Keren lived the 
last 22 years at Owls Nest Golf 
course resort where they thor-
oughly enjoyed all the won-
derful outdoor activities and 
socializing at the club. In his 
latter years, David enjoyed 
spending his time at the driv-
ing range, with just a small 
bucket of balls and hitting the 
course when his daughter and 
son-in-law joined him. Until 
COVID-19, David also spent 
his days playing bridge with 

his friends at their homes and 
also at the Plymouth Senior 
Center.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Pe-
mi-Baker Community Health, 
101 Boulder Point Drive, Plym-
outh, NH 03264.

A celebration of life will be 
planned at Owls Nest once CO-
VID-19 concerns subside.

David Whitman Hepworth
March 25, 1929 - April 10, 2021

Hep

LAW R E N C E  —  T wo 
Maine residents who came 
to Lawrence to buy the 
opioid fentanyl had about 
$25,000 worth of the drug in 
their car when state troop-
ers arrested them, accord-
ing to a police report. 

Shelby London, 30, of 
Gardiner, Maine, told state 
police that she and Donald 
Dennis, 37, of Waterville, 
Maine, drove south to Law-
rence “to purchase nar-
cotics and then return to 

Maine,” according to a state 
police report. 

The report said Trooper 
Derrek Deranian pulled 
over a car driven by Den-
nis on Marston Street in 
Lawrence around 5:30 p.m. 
Friday. Dennis, at the wheel 
of a white Chevrolet Impala, 
was speeding and drifting in 
and out of his lane of traffic, 
police said. 

There was an active war-
rant for Dennis’ arrest, 
police said. After the trooper 
removed Dennis from the 
car, he saw a plastic bag in 
plain view, police said. 

The bag contained approx-
imately 500 grams of fen-
tanyl, which has a street 
value of about $25,000, 
police said. 

The police report said 
Deranian and Trooper Ryan 
Durkin, who arrived to help, 
spoke with London, the pas-
senger in the car. 

“ I t  wa s  d i s c ove r e d 
through conversation with 
the occupants that the pair 
were in Lawrence to pur-
chase narcotics and then 
return to Maine,” the report 
said.

After placing London 

under arrest, the troopers 
found several thousand dol-
lars in cash in the back seat 
of the car, police said.

Dennis and London were 
booked at the Andover state 
police barracks. Dennis 
was charged with traffick-
ing fentanyl, conspiracy to 
violate drug laws, speeding 
and a marked lanes viola-
tion, police said. London was 
charged with trafficking fen-
tanyl and conspiracy to vio-
late drug laws, police said. 

Follow staff reporter Jill 
Harmacinski on Twitter @
EagleTribJill. 

Police: 500 grams of fentanyl found during stop 
By Jill Harmacinski 

jharmacinski@andovertownsman.com 
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L O C A L

NORTH ANDOVER — The 
future of Stevens Estate — a 
picturesque wedding venue 
with more than 150 acres 
and public trails — is being 
debated by the Select Board.

The board manages the 
town-owned property, but 
North Andover wants to end 
that responsibility. The board 
has accepted proposals from 
private organizations to man-
age the property.

The board has interviewed 
one candidate extensively — 
Fireside Catering. Jed and 
Zack Webber own the catering 
company and five sister res-
taurants, collectively known as 
the Webber Restaurant Group.

In its proposal for Stevens 
Estate, Fireside Catering has 
promised to renovate the 
property and provide at least 
$150,000 to the town annually.

For more than a decade, 
North Andover has discussed 
turning the estate over to an 
event-management company. 
That nearly happened in 2019, 
but town voters rejected a 
proposal to lease the estate to 
Elegant Banquets, a Connecti-
cut company that proposed 
using the property for wedding 
receptions and other high-end 
social gatherings.

Fireside Catering is a Mas-
sachusetts-based company 
that works with seven similar 
venues in the state, including 
Crane Estate in Ipswich. There, 
Fireside Catering works with a 
local nonprofit that maintains 
the property.

In addition to Fireside Cater-
ing, the Webbers own Gibbet 
Hill Farm in Groton, where 
they operate a restaurant and 
event venue.

“Our family stepped in 
and bought the land from 
the developer and I lead the 
conservation effort where we 
partnered with the state, the 
town, and a number of private 
organizations to put over 450 
of the acres into permanent 
conservation,” Zack Webber 
said about Gibbet Hill Farm.

Webber said Fireside Cater-
ing is looking into potential 
partnerships to help with 
land management for Stevens 

Estate.
Former North Andover 

Select Board member Tracey 
Watson said she supports the 
Fireside Catering plan.

“While the Stevens Estate 
is often referred to as a ‘town 
gem,’ and albeit I tend to 
agree on some level, it is also 
a drain on town resources 
both directly and indirectly,’’ 
Watson said. “It has been for 
many years. For me, the time 
for action on this property is 
long overdue. It is time for the 
professionals to take over this 
site and hopefully make it the 
gem we all want to see it be.’’

The town is also consider-
ing a nonprofit that would 
focus on preservation of Ste-
vens Estate for educational 
and cultural purposes. A 
Massachusetts-based land 
conservation group known 
as Trustees for Reservations 
has submitted a letter propos-
ing a conservation plan for 
the property, including “year-
round public programming, 
particularly related to the 
North Andover Public Schools 
and youth engagement.”

“The Trustees’ youth, edu-
cation and public programs 
cultivate a sense of wonder 
and a knowledge and appre-
ciation of Massachusetts cul-
tural and natural history,’’ 
Robert Warren, managing 
director of conservation for 
Trustees for Reservations, 
wrote in the letter. “We cur-
rently operate seven summer 
camps and 50 school vacation 
week programs across the 
state, and intended to feature 
similar outdoor activities, 

school field trips, commu-
nity celebrations and other 
experiences to engage North 
Andover residents with the 
special resources at the Ste-
vens Estate.”

“Our submittal was based 
on the general information 
provided to all interested 
parties,’’ the letter con-
tinued. “During the nego-
tiation process we would 

have undertaken a more 
detailed assessment of the 
needs of the property and 
created a detailed enter-
prise plan including identi-
fication of a private events 
partner.’’

The Select Board will 
review the proposals for 
Stevens Estate. Any partner-
ship for the estate must be 
approved by town voters.

Future of Stevens Estate under consideration
By Madeline HugHes

mhughes@andovertownsman.com

The 
town-
owned 
function 
facility 
at the 
Stevens 
Estate 
in North 
Andover. 

FILE PHOTO

Please recycle this newspaper.
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WE HAVE THE CURE FOR CABIN FEVER

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON

AlabamaBlackBeltAdventures.org/NP RTJGolf.com

Gene Larew Lures

Solution in Classified Section

  1. Ocean surface indicator (abbr.)
  4. American time
  7. Satisfaction
  8. Diving duck
10. Very small amount
12. Metrical units
13. An ignorant or foolish person
14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
16. It may sting you
17. Turn outward
19. Perform on stage
20. “CSI” actor George
21. Localities
25. Make a choice
26. Indicates position
27. One of Thor’s names
29. Indian musical rhythmic pattern

30. “The Raven” author
31. Take in solid food
32. Legendary QB
39. Sorrels
41. Organization of nations
42. Texas pharmaceutical company
43. Mathematical term
44. Expression of disappointment
45. Abba __, Israeli politician
46. Hide away
48. Salad restaurant
49. Daughters of Boreas 
  (mythology)
50. Men’s fashion accessory
51. Political action committee
52. Unhappy

  1. Make unhappy
  2. Heard the confession of
  3. Capital of Taiwan
  4. Fiddler crab
  5. Brazilian dances
  6. Fit with device to assist
  breathing
  8. Brother or sister
  9. Pastries
11. “Lone Survivor” director Peter
14. Boat type (abbr.)
15. Apertures (biology)
18. Suffix
19. Creative endeavor
20. Icelandic poem
22. Spanish dances
23. Town in Central Italy

24. Cars need it
27. Mimics
28. Rocky peak
29. Cigarette (slang)
31. One point south of due east
32. Soap actress Braun
33. Large domesticated wild ox
34. Island nation
35. Appear
36. Addictive practices
37. Loss of control of one’s body
38. Type of poster
39. Greek mountain
40. Funny person
44. One and only
47. Pouch

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

4/15/21

Residential & Commercial Cleaning 

Soft-Wash Roof Cleaning Starting at $99!
Pool Deck & Patio Cleaning Starting at $99!

Exterior House Cleaning Starting at $199!
Outside patios & bars, Concrete Cleaning, 

Restaurants, Drive-Thrus, Warehouse Cleaning
Walkways, Dumpster Areas, Awnings, 

Parking lots & Garages

Serving Massachusetts, 
Southern NH, Southern Maine.

PRESSURE WASHING

WWW.PORTCITYPRESSUREWASH.COM 

978-360-9473 | 978-572-2252
INFO@PORTCITYPRESSUREWASH.COM

Serving Massachusetts, Southern NH

and Southern Maine

2021 Spring Specials!

FINAL-2 Tue, Apr 13, 2021 11:20:50 PM
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L O C A L

Saving the birds
Recent headlines about 

global insect declines and 
three billion fewer birds in 

North America are a bleak 
reality check about how inef-
fective our current landscape 
designs have been at sustain-
ing the plants and animals 

that sustain us. In a Zoom 
webinar at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 27  Professor Doug Tal-
lamy will discuss simple steps 
that people can take to reverse 

declining biodiversity and will 
explain why we, ourselves, are 
nature’s best hope. Register at 
mhl.org/events.

Copies of Tallamy’s book 
“Nature’s Best Hope” can be 
ordered through the Andover 
Bookstore.

Library offers tree 
seedling giveaway  
for Arbor Day

Celebrate Arbor Day by 
planting a white oak — Quer-
cus alba — tree seedling 
given out by the Friends of 
the Memorial Hall Library in 
celebration of Arbor Day.

White oaks provide more 
food for wildlife and habitat 
for moths and butterflies than 
any other woody plant in the 
eastern United States. They 
can grow to a height of over 
100 feet and up to 4 feet in 

diameter, which enables them 
to sequester large amounts of 
carbon. Their deep roots and 
broad canopies play an impor-
tant role in producing clean 
and steady streams of water 
that sustain aquatic wildlife 
habitat. Their long lives mean 
they benefit generations of 
people and wildlife.

Sign up at mhl.org/arbor-
day-white-oak-tree-seedling-
giveaway for a tree at and pick 
up your seedling at the library 
on one of the designated pickup 
days in early May.

Medication disposal
Between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

on April 24 Andover is hosting 
a Medication Disposal Day at 
West Elementary School. 
Residents should gather 
expired, unused, or unneeded 
medication and drop them off. 
The disposal is completely 

anonymous and free of charge.

Help for job-seekers
The 50+ Job Seekers Group 

meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. via 
Zoom.

The group will meet from 
January through June. If 
you are unemployed and 
looking for a job, underem-
ployed, seeking a new career 
direction, re-entering the job 
market after a long employ-
ment gap, or recently retired 
and looking for your “encore 
career,” this networking group 
program is perfect for you. 

Participating on a regular 
basis will give job-seekers 
tools and strategies needed 
for a successful job search. 
Pre-registration is required. 
Visit 50plusjobseekers.org to 
sign up.

  �ANDOVER NEWS IN BRIEF
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LAWRENCE, MA ‑ Furnished room
starting at $120/wk. Drug‑free

For details, 617‑201‑9184

PEABODY, West: Roommate wanted, private  
home. Close to major highways  $650/mo plus  
utilities. No pets. No smoking.  978‑728‑2462

CHIP  MASTER
Chips can be used for humanity or replace

humanity. Lets talk, Neil 781‑598‑0602. $500M

A CLEAN quiet, safe bldg next to YWCA, YMCA,  
City Hall. Lowest rents. Near public trans. 4 hr  
move‑in. Lawrence, 978‑975‑5103

SALEM, NH –Willows Park, 2 Bedroom ‑  
$1360/mo. 1 Bedroom ‑ $1210/mo. Heat/hot  

water included. No pets.  603‑894‑4631  
www.forrent.com/willowparknh

METHUEN:  FOUND Elmwood Cemetery March  
31 prescription  sunglass  call to identify
(978) 688‑6211 Leave message.

 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A  POSITION AS A  
CARE GIVER PLEASE CHECK OUT THE  ADULT  
CARE SECTION IN THE BUSINESS AND SERV‑ 
ICE DIRECTORY. PEOPLE LOOKING FOR PCAS,  

HEALTH AIDES, CNAS HAVE ADS
RUNNING  AND COULD USE YOUR HELP

Principal Software
Quality Assurance Engineer

Casa Systems, Inc., Andover, MA
Work with our major customers to gather  
functional & tech. specifications for highly ad‑ 
vanced networking equipment & develop & ex‑ 
ecute manual sys. level & functional area  
tests. For full description & reqs. & to apply go  
to: http://www.casa‑systems.com/careers‑lis‑ 
tings.html#SilkroadFrame.

Ref. Tracking Code 1157

CATA
 PART‑TIME BUS DRIVERS

 lFriendly, Courteous, Good Driving Record
 lCDL with Air Brakes and Passenger
        Endorsement preferred, but will train the

     right candidate.
 lGreat Benefits, 401K... Good Salary
 lPre‑Employment Physical & Drug test,
        Finger Printing (Paid by Company)
 lApplication at:
        CATOC,  3R Pond Road,
        Gloucester, MA 01930
 lEOE... Equal Opportunity Employer
 lCall Paul @ 978‑281‑8315 x 212

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS!
If you are a PCA, CNA, Nurse or offer  personal  

care  services please go to the business and  
service directory and check out the category  
for Adult Care. Your services are needed!

Purchasing Agent / Buyer
Growing printer supplies business in North  
Reading looking for a full time buyer/ purchas‑ 
ing agent. Duties will include brokering / pur‑ 
chasing of printer and copier supplies.  Cold  
calling skills are crucial to open up new ac‑ 
counts / prospects. Looking for an energetic,  
self‑motivated worker for purchasing / buying  
of computer, copier, and laser printer supplies.  
 Prior telemarketing with account management  
skills preferred. Familiarity with QuickBooks  
helpful but will train.
Full time position available within 2 weeks.
Hourly wage plus commissions and bonuses

 Benefits include paid vacation, medical,
 vision, and dental insurance. Good attend‑ 
ance, reliability, and punctuality a must.

Please forward your resume to  
tcooper@oemconnect.com

   or call Tom Cooper at 978‑207‑1055 x 219.

L Street Tavern located on Hampton Beach
with a traditional New England Beach menu
 is seeking a year‑round

 Kitchen Manager
Duties include:

l Providing direction to kitchen staff, ensuring
     execution of all duties
l Responsible for scheduling kitchen staff
l Implements Standard Operation Proce‑          
     dures to ensure safety, cleanliness, and
     compliance with health & fire departments

  l Supervises and coordinates food prep to       
     maintain a fully stocked kitchen inventory

  l Keep monthly inventory to monitor food        
     cost
l Implement cost‑cutting tactics that does
     not compromise the quality and integrity of
      the menu

   l Quality assurance ‑ consistency in portion,    
      plating, and presentation of all dishes

   l Responsible for food & equipment orders as
      needed
l Flourishes in a fast‑paced, high volume

       environment & motivates staff
  l We offer Very competitive pay and

     Benefits  package

Apply within
 17 L Street, Hampton, NH

or by sending your resume to  
Lstreettavern@gmail.com

Looking for two  
(2) Lifeguards
 for this summer at a Condominium

 Association community pool located in
 Bradford, Mass.

Responsibilities include opening, monitoring  
and closing of the pool.  The pool is scheduled  
to open on May 29th (Memorial Day weekend‑

10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.)
Requirements for these positions 

are:
 ‑CPR Certified (current through

September 2021)
‑First Aid Certified (current
through September 2021)

‑Lifeguard Certified (current
through September 2021)

‑Must be responsible to enforce CDC Covid‑19  
Protocol & pool rules

If interested, please contact our
office at (603) 965‑2561

LOST HEARING AIDE
Monday April 12th. Essex Ave. ‑ Boulevard,  

Gloucester. If found please call (603) 793‑9301

A‑1 RENTALS
Getting Divorced? Live at the Salisbury  

Inn. From $200week. 978‑465‑5584

DERRY, NH ‑pretty furnished room in house,
share kitchen & bath, $550/mo. includes all

Non‑smoker. Call 617‑240‑3213.

TECHNOLOGY
Hewlett Packard Enterprise advances the way  
people live and work. HPE is accepting re‑ 
sumes for the position of Product Engineer in  
Andover, MA (Ref. # ENGMA/5219884). De‑ 
sign, develop, analyze, troubleshoot and debug  
systems, software and solutions for research  
and/or research development of product, ser‑ 
vices, and solutions. Using broad network  
knowledge, provide third level support to cus‑ 
tomers on HPE Aruba OS wireless, switching  
and firewall products. E‑Mail resume to
Hewlett Packard Enterprise Company,
global.employee.mobility@hpe.com.
Resume must include Ref. #, full name, email  
address & mailing address. No phone calls.  
Must be legally authorized to work in U.S.  
without sponsorship. EOE.

GLOUCESTER; Mature female seek same to  
share large furnished Victorian 2 bedroom  
apartment, parking, laundry, heat, electricity,  
cable included $900/mo  No Pets/ I have a Cat

Call (978) 408‑0961

LAWRENCE MA best rooming house
59 Tremont 978‑689‑8924, 362 Essex  
978‑682‑9078 Saba RE 978‑687‑8706

ROWLEY, MA

 Tranquility, fresh air & plenty of parking await  
you at our oasis in the woods. Spacious

 2 bedroom apartments from only $1380‑$1400  
including heat/hot water. Professional 24 hr.  

on‑site management plus many other amenities.
Enjoy country living while only

30 minutes from Boston. Cats Okay.
 978‑948‑2056

1 1/4 miles East of Rt. 95 on 133,
www.millwoodapartments.net

LOST Cat
$500 REWARD
Lost 2‑15‑21

Belongs to my 19 month old son
Looks like a Maine Coon

Multi‑color tabby with all white toes and
back paws. Call 978‑394‑8069

Francesca, Methuen Ma
Lowell Arms Apartments

CLASS A
 DUMP TRAILER

 DRIVER
Must have experience.

 Full & part time available.
 Year round work.

Benefits.
Salisbury Ma.

CALL 978‑463‑0100
Fax: 978‑465‑8221

or email Jtindle@rjtindle.com

Ads In This Classification Are
WORK WANTED

 NOT HELP WANTED

METHUEN, MA ‑ Elm Crest Estates. 2 Bedroom   
$1590/mo; 1 Bedroom ‑ $1370/mo. All utilities  

included. No pets. 978‑682‑4891  
www.forrent.com/elmcrestestates

LAWRENCE, SO. ‑ 5 rooms 2 bedroom 1st floor,  
off street parking, alarm system, hardwood  

floors. $1250. 1st & last. No pets 978‑688‑2942

LAWRENCE ‑ 81 West St. 5 rooms,
 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 4th floor. $1700 + utilities  
No pets. Must have good credit. 781‑888‑4726

SUMMERVIEW R.E.
Commercial / Retail / Investments

Homes / Land / Warehouse
WE GET RESULTS!

BUSINESSES FOR SALE & LEASE:
Car Lot Business N Mass Car Display with   
garage. ............................$100k
Bar & Restaurant Location S. NH just needs  
equipment  ............... $2750 mo
Micro Office Business /w condo, inc. RE  1.1M  

MULTI‑FAMILY  & INVESTMENT
7 Residential Units/Garages Hardwood  
$879k
6 Unit Residential & Commercial ‑ NH  
$579k
House, Car lot, Gar & 4 Apts ‑ So NH  
$795k

LAND,COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
8 AC /House Comm. needs lots of work 
$299k
Conway NH Land / Bus Lot ctr downtown 
$89K
6.24 Acres S NH Downtown, Lease 
$6500/mo
35 Acres Derry NH Build 4‑8 Homes 
$459,000
      HOMES & APTS  for SALE / for Rent S NH
2 Bedroom Condex cheaper than rent 
$219k
2 Homes (5 bedroom & 3 bedroom) on 3 acres
 Commercial Land Londonderry NH 
$1,100,000
3 Bedroom  Home Londonderry NH 
$389,000
1 & 2  Bedrooms, Derry NH. from $1085 mo

WAREHOUSES
For Rent from 500 to 1500 sq ft

Wrehse 3200ft prev Machine Shop  
$2195 mo

        RETAIL & OFFICES FOR SALE &LEASE
Office Condos for sale S. NH. from  
$160,000
Downtown Derry Retail NH Bars, Rest, Salons  
from $700
Office/Service Hudson NH rent from $475mo
Offices & Retail from 200 to 5000 sq ft So. NH
Retail Stores......from $780 mo.
Office Londonderry NH  $450 mo

Join our Company! Make $$$ in 2020
Southern NH & Mass

603‑432‑5453
 www.sresre.com

SOLD‑ We Can Sell  Yours!
NEWBURY – Handsome landmark 1875 farm‑ 
house house overlooking the Parker River and  
gorgeous saltmarsh lands in permanent  
conservation. 4.1 acres,  9+ rooms, four bed‑ 
rooms, 3 baths, every room a river view! Dock  
opportunity, newer roof and heating plant.  
Needs updating. Walk‑up attic, full basement.  
Oak and pine floors, 35’ heated “porch” brings  
the river and wide landscape into immediate  
view. Three outbuildings, amazing stone walls!  
First time available in over half a century.   
$878,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Pat Skibbee

978‑502‑4782, or office 800‑773‑9990

SOLD‑We can sell Yours!
AMESBURY

Perfect condition, 1718 Georgian, totally re‑ 
stored, two car garage, 4 fireplaces, all newer  
systems and windows, walk‑in fireplace, 6  
rooms, 2 bedrooms, a very warm and comfort‑ 
able house with many original features and so  
much character and charm. Almost a half acre  
of land, plus a separate studio/workshop and  
full, usable attic‑excellent storage. $379,000

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
   Call  Joanie Purinton

978 462 6898, or office 800‑773‑9990

SOLD!
NEWBURY – 4.99 acres, upper Parker River  
waterfront, 8+ room Colonial with 2‑3 car  
garage, three full living levels plus walk‑out  
lower level:  4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, decks,  
long driveway gives outstanding privacy, new  
septic, oak floors, pool, huge country kitchen  
with major island, lovely large windows bring  
in so much sunlight!

Excellent value $695,000.

RIVER VALLEY R.E.
  Pat Skibbee direct 978‑502‑4782

office 800‑773‑9990
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City Spotlight 5

TIM JEAN/Staff photos
Nizaiah Cerow, left, and Benjamin Vasquez sit socially distant while doing schoolwork at the Haverhill Boys & Girls Club.

Brandan 
Leiby does 
a coloring 
project in 
the club’s 
art room.
 

Xochitl Santacruz sits with a laptop while listening to a 
school lesson on the computer .

Davi Turner works on a laptop while learning a school lesson.

I
n other years, the Haverhill Boys & 
Girls Club was where kids would play 
sports after school, get some home-
work help and hang out with friends.

But this is unlike other years — and 
so too the club’s activities are unlike 
they’ve been in the past.

Rather than shooting hoops or playing 
floor hockey, most kids at the club spend 

their time focused on computer screens — 
and not to play video games.

Dozens of children spend remote learn-
ing days — days they aren’t in class-
rooms — at the club rather than at home 
where there’s no adult supervision. At 
the club, the kids sit socially distant and 
use laptops to connect with their school 
teachers.

A safe haven away from school

See more photos, Page 10
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The Heart of Holy Family Hospital is our People

Our Patients Tell Us: 

“This hospital has turned around. 
Now it is a great community hospital 

with outstanding nurses staff and doctors. 
Keep up the good work.”

January 21, 2021, Emergency Department Patient, Haverhill Campus

70 East Street
Methuen, MA 01844

978-687-0151

140 Lincoln Avenue
Haverhill, MA 01830

978-374-2000

www.holyfamilyhospital.org

Th
e 

He
art

 of H
oly Family Hospital

Photo taken pre-COVID
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One Nichols Way, Groveland, MA 01834  ◆   Nichols-Village.com  ◆   978-372-3930

One Nichols Way, Groveland, MA 01834
Nichols-Village.com

Eat, drink and be merry in the tavern Heated, indoor pool

Fully equipped kitchenCreate your safe home sanctuary

View Available Apartments 
Call 978-372-3930

Community Living at its Best!

FINAL-1 Tue, Feb 23, 2021 11:45:31 PM

We are hiring 
in your community!
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homehealthfoundation.org/careers
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Home Health and Hospice RNs and LPNs

Home Health Foundation is seeking only the best! We are 
proud of our storied history of employing exceptional people 
who deliver exceptional home health and hospice care. Are you 
ready to make a difference, in your life and in your community? 
Apply today to join our team of healthcare heroes.

��������������������������

FINAL-1 Tue, Apr 13, 2021 10:28:02 PM
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TOWN OF ANDOVER 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ADVERTISEMENT

Sealed bids for furnishing the 
following will be received at the Of-
fice of Central Purchasing, Andover 
Town Offices, 36 Bartlet Street, An-
dover, Massachusetts 01810 until 
the time specified below at which 
time the bids will be publicly opened 
and read. The time received will 
be stamped on each bid and for a 
consistency of time, the time stamp 
clock in the Purchasing Office will be 
the determining time.

ITEM 
IFB 041/04-21/185 
High Plain Elementary School 
Kindergarten Playground
Renovation
BID OPENING
April 29, 2021 
11:00 AM
Bid Documents and bid forms 

may be obtained on the Central Pur-
chasing Department webpage locat-
ed at www.andoverma.gov/bids. 

There will be a pre-bid site visit 
for all interested parties on April 
21, 2021, at 10:00 A.M. 

Meet at the kindergarten play-
ground at 333 High Plain Rd., An-
dover, MA. 

A bid security in the amount of 
5% of the total bid will be required. 

Andover is an affirmative action/
equal opportunity purchaser. The 
Town reserves the right to accept or 
reject, in whole or in part, any or all 
bids or take whatever other action 
may be deemed necessary to be in 
the best interest of the Town.

Theresa Peznola
Purchasing Agent

AT - 4/15/21

TOWN OF ANDOVER

PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given under 

Chapter 138 of the General Laws, 
as amended, that CSB Restaurant 
Group LLC., DBA Yella, 16 Post  
Office Avenue, Andover, MA has ap-
plied for a transfer from a Wine and 
Malt Restaurant Alcoholic Beverage 
License to an All Alcohol Restau-
rant Alcoholic Beverage License at 
16 Post Office Ave, Andover, MA. 
Danielle Berdahn, 24 Green Street, 
Lynnfield, MA is the designated  
manager. 

The public hearing will be held 
on Monday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m. 
in accordance with the General 
Laws relating thereto. Pursuant to  
Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 
Order Suspending Ce1iain Provi-
sions of the Open Meeting Law, 
and the Governor’s March 15, 2020  
Order imposing strict limitation on the 
number of people that may gather in 
one place, this hearing of the Select 
Board will be conducted via remote 
paiiicipation. The virtual hearing will 
be broadcast on Comcast Channel 
22 and Verizon Channel 45, 

Members of the public who wish 
to paiiicipate in the hearing can do 
so by calling 311 from their phone 
within the geographical boundaries 
of Andover or by calling 978-623-
8311 from anywhere, or by emailing 
manager@andoverma.gov. Resi-
dents are encouraged to email their 
questions or comments ahead of 
the meeting, however, staff will be 
available to present the Board with 
questions and comments received 
during the hearing. Please include 
your name and address with your  
question or comment.

By Order of the Select Board 
Austin Simko Town Clerk

AT - 4/15/21

PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF ANDOVER 

SELECT BOARD 
STREET LAYOUT MEETING

Notice is hereby given that pursu-
ant to M.G.L. Chapter 82, Section 
22, a public hearing will be con-
vened by the Town of Andover Se-
lect Board on Monday, May 3, 2021 
at 7:00 P.M. by remote participation 
to consider laying out Monarch Lane 
as a public way for consideration at 
the 2021 Annual Town Meeting. The 
meeting may be viewed on Andover 
TV Comcast Channel 22 and Ve-
rizon Channel 45. Those wishing to 
provide comment at the public hear-
ing may do so by calling 311 from 
their landline or cell phone within the 
geographical boundaries of Ando-
ver or by calling 978-623-8311 from 
anywhere or by emailing manager@
andoverma.gov.

Annie Gilbert
Chair Andover Select Board

AT - 4/15/21

CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Docket No. ES20P3028EA

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court
Essex Probate and Family Court

36 Federal Street
Salem, MA 01970

(978)744-1020
Estate of: James R. Stevenson

Date of Death: 11/12/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of 

Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 

Amy L. Stanton  of Hampton, 
NH

requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition. The Petitioner requests 
that: 

Amy L. Stanton  of Hampton, 
NH

be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 

copy of the Petition from the Pe-
titioner or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 

10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/12/2021 

This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-

SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

 A Personal Representative ap-
pointed under the MUPC in an un-
supervised administration is not re-
quired to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. Persons in-
terested in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal Represen-
tative and may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding the distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Jennifer M R Ulwick, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 07, 2021

Pamela A Casey O’Brien
Register of Probate

AT - 4/15/21

PUZZLE SOLUTION

4/15/21

Business & Service
DIRECTORY

OFFICE OF THE BALLARDVALE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A Public Hearing for the Ballard-

Vale Historic District Commission 
will be held via remote participation 
on Wednesday, May 5, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. on the application of Theresa 

Padvaiskas for the residing of the 
house, add trim, re-do chimney. The 
meeting can be viewed on Andover 
TV, Comcast Channel 99 and Veri-
zon Channel 43. (Exact channels are 
subject to change by Andover TV ac-
cording to their schedule.) 

Premise affected is located at 79 
Center Street, and shown on Asses-
sors Map 157 and Lot 70. Please 
call the Building Department during 
business hours, Monday-Friday 7:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. to view the applica-
tion electronically. 

Joanna Reck 
Chairperson 

BallardVale Historic District 
AT - 4/15/21

ANYTHING & EVERYTHING JUNK REMOVAL
Estate Clean‑outs, Basement, Garage, Yard

Debris, Dump runs. Call Jack 978‑521‑0445

CASH PAID FOR CLEAN
AUTOs, TRUCKs & SUVs
Inspection Ready Vehicles

Call Joe 978‑852‑5008

LIVINGSTON Tree & Stump  Removal
Fantastic Deals!  Fast/Quality Service

978‑689‑8373     livingstonfamilytree.com

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

Gutters,  seamless aluminum, cleanings,
leaf guard. 37 yrs. experience. 978‑973‑5410

WANTED!
Production Line Operators

Scandia Plastics / Pexco, LLC
We are a leading provider of extruded rigid

plastic profiles and tubing. We are looking for  
energetic, team orientated individuals with a  

can‑do attitude to join our 3rd shift (8am‑4pm)

Brief Job Summary:
l   Read and follow written customer
      requirements
l   Product quality inspection
l   Read and follow written handling /
      packaging instructions
l   Identify discrepancy’s and communicate       
      with the Production team
l  Work as a team with other
      Production members
l  Maintain a clean, safe work area
l  Adhere to all safety rules

Requirements:
l  High school education or GED
l   Read, write and speak English
l  Basic math skills
l  Able to lift/move/carry up to 50 lbs.
l  Able to pass a drug test

Starting rate ‑ $14/hr.

Benefit package includes: paid holidays,
vacation & personal days, 401K Plan, health,  

dental & vision insurance.

Send resume to
 cheryl.muldowney@pexco.com

or apply at
55 Westville Rd, Plaistow, NH

Let Me Sell Your  
Car!

Guilmette City Service
Call me  603‑400‑4638. Don’t trade in your car
I can sell it for more! Professional sales person.
  I can sell any vehicle for you at the price you   
want. I can guarantee top dollar for your sale.  

Serving New England area for 45 years

ATTENTION!
Beware of anyone replying to your ad  offering  
to send you a check for shipping and you send‑ 

ing them back the difference. Also  beware  
when responding to classified ads that ask you  

to send shipping cost! Possible scam!

TOYOTA Tacoma  2009 access cab.  Well
maintained. Interior is in excellent condition,

 exterior has some bumps & scrapes. MPG 18 to  
20. New frame from a Toyota  recall. Retracta‑ 

ble tonneau. Runs great. Up graded to new
Tacoma. Asking $12000. Call  978‑808‑7623.

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

BEST RATES ‑ CALL MIKE
remove junk anything  from A‑Z.

 Also land clearning  & mulching. 978‑973‑2009

R. A. Vitale Electric
Master Electrician. Low Rates. Fully Insured
 For all your electrical needs. Lic. #A20829.

 978‑979‑0858

ADS in this category
If the ad shows a price it must show it by cu. ft.
Half a cord is 64 cu. ft. and a cord is 128 cu. ft.

BEST CHOICE
CONSTRUCTION

 Roofing, siding, gutters. Quality work, reason‑ 
able costs. 37 yrs exp. Fully ins  978‑973‑5410

TECHNOLOGY
Hewlett Packard Enterprise advances the way  
people live and work. HPE is accepting re‑ 
sumes for the position of Engineer – Engineer‑ 
ing Resolution Team (ERT) in Andover, MA  
(Ref. # 5226330). Using broad network  
knowledge, the candidate will provide third  
level support to customers on HPE Aruba OS  
wireless, switching and firewall products. The  
candidate will troubleshoot/support complex  
networking problems involving client connec‑ 
tivity and Aruba controller/gateway manage‑ 
ment. E‑Mail resume to:
Hewlett Packard Enterprise Company,
global.employee.mobility@hpe.com.
Resume must include Ref. #, full name, email  
address & mailing address. No phone calls.  
Must be legally authorized to work in U.S.  
without sponsorship. EOE.

ROOF REPAIRS
WE STOP LEAKS ‑ Guaranteed!

Lic / Insured. 978‑902‑7644

 Jaguar 01, Vanden Plas
 Cassic , rare, supercharged, Black/Ivory leather  
inter., sunroof, factory tinted windows,  excel‑ 
lent condition,  fast  & elegant.  77.000 miles   
Asking $9,500  BRO  (435) 890‑9368 (cell)

ALL HARDWOOD  SEASONED
1 year  or 2 year,  16” cut & split

 Call  M.Kovalchuk    978‑204‑9483

LAWYER
Ivy league educated lawyer licensed in MA &  
NH with over 20 years of experience handling  

injury and criminal defense cases.
Contact Christopher Driscoll @

(978) 317‑2874 or
chris@christopherdriscoll.com

for a free meeting ‑ no obligation

Affordable Masonry Brick, Block,Stone,Cement   
Stairs,Walks/Patios/Walls/Chimneys

  Call  Ted 978‑387‑8778/603‑893‑7321
¬¬Lawrence & Surrounding Areas¬¬

3‑H HANDYMAN
 Reasonably priced, basements, carpentry /

 remodeling, tiles. Call 978‑375‑1976

MASTER PLUMBER‑Retired looking for small  
jobs. MA, NH & Maine. #9563 MA, #1653 NH  

Master gas fitter NH.  Call  Bill 978‑476‑9827
ED’S STUMP  GRINDING  ‑ Stumps ground out.   

Tree stumps & shrubs Good work,
quick service, fully insured.  603‑893‑6902

MD’s HOME REPAIR ‑ Remodeling, Painting,
 Repairs. Small jobs to Big jobs. Insured. Free  

estimates. References Call  Mike 603‑890‑1122

 A WRIGHT ROOFING‑Gutters, Home
 Improvement All types Roofing & Gutters.

Over 20 yr exp. Licensed insured. Free estimate  
978‑687‑2247 wrightgutters@gmail.com

D.M. BROPHY PLASTERING
 Full skim coat plastering, board & patchwork.  

Commercial & residential.Custom ceilings.
 Quality service. Free estimates. 978‑852‑4504

SAMCO PAVING
& Sealcoating. 978‑356‑4007 / 800‑934‑4007
Free Est. Fully Ins.  www.samcopavingma.com

GAGO’S PAINTING ‑ 10% OFF (mention this ad)
Interior ‑ Exterior ‑ Commercial ‑ Residential

General Caprnetry, Decks, Remodeling, Power  
Washing. Free Estimates. Licensed. Fully

Insured. 617‑257‑6155 gagospainting.com

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates

(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑688‑0161     (

HOUSE CLEANING DONE  Moving In/Out?  
Weekly & Biweekly. Have references.

For more information  call 603‑459‑8617

BALDASSARI ‑ Painting  Interior/Exterior.
Wallpapering & removal. Free estimates
(  Cell 781‑953‑6890; 978‑688‑0161 (

ALL THE RIGHT MOVES‑ Carpentry,  Remodeling
Home Improvements, Painting & Tiling.

 Bill, 978‑273‑7243, 603‑898‑1035

è QUALITY, SERVICE & PRICE ç
That Won’t Shock You! Insured. MA#31525E

 NH#12831M.  (Call Mike 978‑423‑8510

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED
Once or twice per month, in Peabody.

Call Fred, (978) 532‑0448

SALISBURY Immediate Opening. Adult man  
seeks PCA, 24 hrs/week. $15.75/hr.

AM and PM hours. 978‑388‑6982 after 11 am

BRITE SIDE
«   PRESSURE WASHING   «

We work well under pressure! 978‑685‑9545

Full service power washing company for  
residential, commercial, driveways, walkways,  
awnings. Complete graffiti removal also   
complete cleanouts.  Insured. Free estimates.

The Leonard Co. 617‑512‑7849

JUNKS CARS WANTED
HIGHEST PRICES PAID. Call 603‑303‑2866

 BUICK Regal 2015 Turbo all wheel drive,
 40 MPG,   1‑owner non smoker. Black /black  

leather. Navigation backup camera. Full power,  
power sunroof, 18” Michelins 10 spoke alloy  

wheels, low low miles, AM/FM 6 Disk CD. Every  
option  available. $13,500.  603‑400‑4638

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!

Beware of anyone replying to your ad offering to  
send you a check for shipping and you sending  

them back the difference.
Also  beware when responding to classified ads  

that ask you to send shipping cost.
Possible scam!

CORGI PUPPIES 2nd litter of purebred
Pembroke Welsh Corgi pups for sale. Both
parents are owned by me with AKC paperwork  
and live in‑house with the pups.
Located in Gloucester.
$1,000 per pup
Text preferred ‑ 386‑215‑6999
Facebook ‑ @TriforceCorgi

WARNING
If you get an email or cashiers check for more  
then the asking price for your pet, vehicle or  

merchandise asking you to refund the difference  
it is likely a scam. Seller Beware!

SAMSUNG 35” Color Flat Screen TV
with remote works great $35.00
Call 978‑304‑9234 Please  lv msg

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT PACKAGE:
Q  Treadmill,Q  Bowflex Unit, Q Electric Cross  
Trainer.  $450.00.       Will sell separately

Call 978‑ 530‑1221 (Peabody)

H Air Conditioners,H Tires, Coffee Table,
H Flat Screen TV’s, H  Clocks H  Fur Jacket,

H Mink Stole H  Dish Sets
Much More

Call 603 965 3088

ATKINSON, NH ‑ Main Street Vintage
 3 Main St. (Rt. 121). DON’T MISS  OUR  
SIDEWALK SALE  & RAFFLE. GREAT  

BUYS! Furniture,   many vintage items &  
more. In the parking lot Sunday only April  

18th. Covid safe. Mask Required.

FREE  ‑ USED BRICKS
FROM TALL CHIMNEY.

Call (603) 552‑3477, in Derry

Standley Bros. Machine  
Co., Inc.

*Precision machined parts manufacturer.
*64 years in business.
*Great, dedicated, long‑term employees.
*Health, Dental, 401K plans, and paid vacation.

CNC Milling / Lathe Operator
‑4+ years of experience.
‑Able to set‑up & establish tool offsets.
‑Able to work independently.
‑Precision measuring tools.
‑References.

Please call Phil/Mark @  
978‑927‑0278

Machine Shop
Shift Supervisor

Full Time ‑
 3rd shift (midnight to 8:00 am)

Duties and Responsibilities:
Coordinate and supervise the activities of pro‑ 

duction machining in the machine shop, as well  
as producing machined parts operating CNC and  

other semi‑automated equipment. Duty’s to
 include but not limited to.

 lResponsible for documenting processes and  
    quality controls.
lManage, maintain, and train personnel on
    operation of equipment.
lResponsible for setup and operation of CNC,  
   semi‑automated, and manual equipment.
lEnsuring quality control standards are main‑   
    tained while meeting production schedules.
lMaintaining continuity among work shifts by   
   documenting and communicating actions,
   irregularities, and continuing needs.
lMaintaining safe operations by adhering to  
safety procedures and regulations.
lMaintain area around machinery in a neat,      
   clean and orderly manner.

 Qualifications:
lMust possess good communication skills in    
   English, both oral and written.
lPrevious experience in supervision of general  
   machining.
lExperience setting up and operating CNC  
and manual mills and lathes for machining of  
metal and plastic components.
lExperience programming CNC mills & lathes,  
   at the machine. (Haas machines preferred).
lKnowledge of CNC mill and lathe tooling.
   Experience in developing and programming  
mill and lathe processes.
lAbility to use and understand basic precision  
   measuring equipment.
lMust have the ability to read and understand  
   blueprints, customer sketches, written
   specifications and/or drawings.
lHigh School diploma or GED
lMust be able to verbally communicate            
   effectively.
l Excellent interpersonal skills
lAbility to perform well in a fast‑paced
   environment, which can be subjected to
   numerous schedule & priority changes and      
   short notice activity.

 $20.00 ‑ $22.00 per hour
Pay may depend on skills and/or qualifications

Send resume to
cheryl.muldowney@pexco.com

or apply at
55 Westville Rd., Plaistow, NH

 MACHINE OPERATOR
Full Time

3rd Shift ‑  (midnight to 8:00 am)
 Duties and Responsibilities

Machine Operator is responsible, but not limited  
to the operation of a machine by performing the  

following duties:
•Perform all tasks and job assignments in
  accordance with the Employee Training
  Handbook.
•Read and understand customer quality and      
  packaging requirements.
•Maintain neat & accurate production records.
• Monitor product quality and alerts supervisor  
   or designate of discrepancies.
•Maintain a clean, safe production area.
•Must perform all duties in a safe manor.
•Maintain compliance with the Company
  policies, procedures and safety programs.
•Work with all employees to accomplish           
  goals, as required.
•Effectively communicate with fellow employ‑  
   ees, including employees from other shifts.
•Perform other assigned tasks as requested     
  by management.

 Qualifications:
•High School diploma or GED.
•Must be able to verbally communicate
   effectively.
•Excellent interpersonal skills.
•Ability to perform well in a fast‑paced
  environment, which can be subjected to
  numerous schedule and priority changes and   
  short notice activity.
•Understand and perform from written and       
  oral instruction.
•Must have basic reading, writing and
  arithmetic skills.
•Taking measurements using precision
  measuring tools..ie Micrometers, Dial
  calipers, Dial indicators.

Physical Requirements:
•Must be able to frequently lift up to 55 lbs.  
as needed.
•Must have good hand eye coordination and  
physically be able to keep up with the work  
load.
•Perform periods of standing, bending, carry‑ 
ing, stooping and moving within the machine  
shop area for entire scheduled shifts.
•Specific vision abilities required by the posi‑ 
tion include close vision, distance vision, depth  
perception and ability to adjust  focus.

Send resume to
Cheryl.muldowney@pexco.com

or apply at
55 Westville Rd., Plaistow, NH

L.W. BILLS COMPANY
A leader in Fire and

Security Systems for 96 years, is Seeking a

D or C LICENSED FIRE &
SECURITY ALARM

TECHNICIAN & OTHER  
MANAGEMENT POSITIONS
For all Aspects of Residential, Commercial and  
Municipal Alarm Systems and Electrical Work.

$3,000 SIGNING BONUS
FOR LICENSED
 ELECTRICIANS

or More Depending on Experience!!!

Company Benefits Include 100% Paid Medical &  
Dental,  401k, Employee Stock Ownership  

Shares and much more!

Please Send Resume  & Inquiries to:

L.W. Bills Company,
 P.O. Box 7,

Georgetown, MA 01833.
 Email

JDinwiddie@lwbills.com

JAMACO, LLC  has current openings for a

 Cultivation Technician
and Trimmer

 Please contact us via email at
info@jamacollc.com and forward quali‑ 

fications and work history. No applications  
will be accepted in person. Local hires from  

the Haverhill, MA area preferred.
JAMACO, LLC is an Equal Opportunity

Employer

¬ Bill’s Home Improvement¬
,All  Remodeling Needs. Decks our Specialty  

Owned & Operated  by Veterans
A to Z Home Improvement  Call  603‑548‑5944

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING

2021 SPECIALS
Roof Cleanings, starting at $99.

Pool Deck & Patio, starting at $99.
Exterior House starting at $199. 855‑PRT‑CITY

Landscape Utility Trailer   
5x10

 Good tires. $1250.
Call 978‑771‑9055

Ford Mustang 1966
 convertible 289 engine. Power steering and  
power brakes. Excellent shape. Color is gold.

Asking $23,500  (978) 914‑0365

 $250‑$700 CASH
For Junk Cars & Trucks

INSTANT ONLINE OFFER:

www.salisburysalvage.com
978‑462‑8262 ‑ Free Towing

HIGHEST PRICES PAID
For Junk Cars & Trucks. Call 800‑894‑4361

 Chevy Silverado 2004
 Short bed 54,560 original miles. Color is red

Absolutely in showroom condition!
Must see. Asking $13,000

(978) 914‑0365

MAZDA  MIATA  MX 5 1999 convertible.
Red with tan leather interior, 99,000 miles,  

manual, New tires, timing belt & water pump.    
Excellent condition. Always garaged, never  

driven in  winter. Many extras.  $8000.
Call 978‑500‑0453

 CADILLAC Fleetwood Brougham Classic 1992   
AAA Condition. Top of the line. One‑owner.

 Meticulously maintained. Scarlet red with red  
leather interior, scarlet vinyl  Landau  roof,  

chrome spoke wire wheels,  MA state
inspected Only $6999 Call Kenny 603‑400‑4638

HONDA, CR‑V 2012. 147,200 miles.
 AWD EX.  One owner. Great condition.
 No accidents. $7800. 978‑944‑3950

Homelite 21” electric w/bag exc. cond. $125.
Craftsman 21” gas push mulching $100
 Call  (508) 451‑0515

Volkswagen Jetta 2001
GLS SEDAN

 Standard, silver, top rated model
very good condition, well maintained

$2,000
Call Brent (351) 201‑4375

Leave Message

CASH PAID FOR
  COINS, REAL & COSTUME JEWELRY,  

POCKET & WRIST WATCHES,  ANTIQUES,
COMIC BOOKS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS,  
BASEBALL CARDS.   DAN (603) 505‑0380

CASH FOR
RECORD ALBUMS

33LPS & 45s WANTED. Call George

(617) 633‑2682

ANTIQUES
Furniture, glass, china, silver, jewelry, clocks.
WILLIAM GRAHAM, 420 Water St.,  Haverhill

          Call cell 978‑835‑2042

 BUSY LADY SERVICES‑
Are you in need of a ride to AIRPORT, doctor,  

shopping, or where ever you need to go?
Call  978‑423‑0754

PRIVACY HEDGES ‑ SPRING BLOWOUT!
5/6ft Arborvitae. Regular price $199, Now only  

$69 each. FREE Installation/FREE delivery,
Trees are selling fast! 518‑536‑1367  

www.lowcosttreefarm.com       NECAN

â â â â â â
ATTENTION FUEL

CONSUMERS:
 All ads in this classification run in our 10 paper  
“Classified Connection” that covers the North  
Shore, Merrimack Valley and  Southern New  

Hampshire.
 Ads appearing in this section may or may not  

deliver to this entire market.
Prices may reflect a “Local” delivery area only  
and may be higher for an extended delivery  

area.

á á á á á á

GO GREEN gogreenlandscaping.com
Now Doing

Spring Cleanups CHEAP
SENIOR & VETERANS DISCOUNTS. Lawns cut,  
Tree removal, Shrub pruning, New lawn, Fences  
Stonework & Patios. Driveways/Walks, Mulch &  
Loam, Stump removal.  Serving the North Shore  

Since 1979. Free Estimates
 1‑800‑698‑6313

REZZA BROTHERS
LANDSCAPING & YARD WORK

Mowing, weeding, de‑thatching,
Tree Services. 20% Senior Citizens discount.

Call Tom (978) 289‑7544

JASLANDSCAPING.COM
 Mowing,  Tree Pruning of Shrubs & Small  

Trees/Installation.. Aerating. Overseeding. Lawn  
Repairs. Certified Arborist.  Fully Insured.

Free estimates.  978‑688‑LAWN

¬   MV PLASTERING  & DRYWALL ¬
 best prices, old ceilings and walls new again.

 Free estimates.  978‑686‑5012

PCA wanted  Merrimac MA. Must be strong,  
energetic & ok with pets. Full time morning  to  
early afternoon shift.  Call Karen 978‑384‑8452  

or email to kbureau24@comcast.net

HOUSE PAINTING

ANTIQUE/CLASSICS

HANDYPERSON

GUTTERS

AGRICULTURE

TRADES/INDUSTRIAL

TRADES/INDUSTRIAL

HOUSE CLEANING

GARAGE SALE

PRESSURE WASHING

FUEL

LEGAL SERVICES

FREE ITEMS

ELECTRICAL

CARPENTRY

REMODELING

MISC MERCHANDISE

DISPOSAL SERVICES

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICES

AUTOS

Miscellaneous

ADULT CARE

TREE REMOVAL

MISC ITEMS WANTED

TRUCKS

AUTOS

PLASTERING

SUV

TRADES/INDUSTRIAL

PRESSURE WASHING

PUBLIC NOTICES

LANDSCAPING/LAWNMOWING

TRAILER SALES & PARTS

WANTED JUNK CARS/PARTS

PROFESSIONAL

ROOFING & SIDING

PAVING/CEMENT

PETS & FREE PETS

ELECTRICAL

PLUMBING/HEATING

PAINTING & PAPERING

MASONRY WORK

Be included in this 
section by calling 

800.927.9200 
fax: 978.685.1588

C L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC EC L A S S I F I E D  M A R K ET P L AC E
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978-219-9915
Make your home more secure. Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.

The entire experience was great. The installation crew was fantastic. They arrived on time and worked efficiently. They 
were all master craftsmen who were extremely knowledgeable about the product they were installing and the end-to-end 
installation process. They were courteous, professional and left our house very clean after each day of work.“ “

– Heather S., Renewal by Andersen customer, Holliston, MA

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/1/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 4/1/2021 
and 5/1/2021. Additional $250 off your project, minimum purchase of four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/1/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. 
Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the 
expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings 
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen 
locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. 
All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

•  Our beautiful, custom-made entry doors will 
transform how you feel about your home

•  Our patio doors will continue to slide smoothly 
for years using Andersen’s dual ball-bearing 
engineering

•  Our composite Fibrex® window material is twice 
as strong as vinyl so our weather-tight seals 
stay weather-tight

•   For peace of mind, know that we’ve adjusted our 
operations to serve you in the 
safest way possible

Door Special!
Window Special!

Special ends on May 1st

Now offering  
virtual 

appointments,  
too!

Hear from one of our customers:

SAVE 20%
on windows1

SAVE 20%
on entry and patio doors1

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

FOR 1  
YEAR1

0%
Interest

0
Monthly  

Payments

$0
Down

Minimum purchase of four.

WITH

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

$250 OFF
your entire project1

Minimum purchase of four.

+

We handle 
every part of the 

replacement process:
- Sell  - Custom Build
- Install  - Warranty

FINAL-1 Tue, Apr 13, 2021 7:01:49 PM



SEND US YOUR  
TOWN SPORTS 

NEWS
The Townsman wants to spotlight the 

triumphs, and tragedies, of Andover’s 
local sports teams and athletes.

We’re asking coaches, players, 
parents and fans to send us photos as 
well as highlights from all the week’s 
sporting games and events. Items can 
range from a shout-out for a top player 
or team, a spectacular play or sports 
milestone or even some candid shots 
from a game or practice.

We also want to hear ideas for sto-
ries on athletes or a big game that The 
Townsman should feature in its pages.

Send your photos, highlights and 
story ideas to townsman@andover-
townsman.com or call 978-475-7000, 
ext. 8733. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sports

I was in a 
press box. 
A full press 
box.

Several 
hundred 
fans, in 
front of me, 
were in the 
seats, many 

there to root on Andover 
High.

Parents of senior play-
ers, managers, cheerlead-
ers, etc. were lined up 
-- about 80 people in all 
-- as if they were getting a 
COVID-19 vaccination.

Football … make that … 
real football, was back. At 
least for me.

While it wasn’t Thanks-
giving Day, when Central 
Catholic and Andover 
gave this area some foot-
ball doozies over three 
decades, there was a lot to 
be thankful for when the 
rival Golden Warriors and 
Raiders met at Lawrence 
Veterans Memorial Sta-
dium in Lawrence on Fri-
day night.

There is a lot to com-
plain about, with me at the 
front of the line, when it 
comes to dealing with this 
pandemic. But that is an 
argument for another day.

It’s the first time in over 
a year that I’ve attended 
a sporting event that felt 
normal.

The blue skies at the 
start were epic. The back-
drop of the vast, North 
Andover tree line, to the 
north, was picturesque.

The best part, though, 
was inside the white lines.

It didn’t look like a dis-
jointed event in which 
the Andover and Central 
Catholic student-athletes 
put in about 25% of the 
work they normally would 
for a season.

This was good, tough 
football, which is to be 
expected when Central and 
Andover meet.

We got to see a few, 
future bright lights. 
Andover sophomore QB 
Scotty Brown has shown 
flashes of greatness this 
“Fall II.” Brown has com-
pleted 46 of 82 passes for 
581 yards and three touch-
downs and has rushed 79 
times for 226 yards and six 
touchdowns.

Sharing the backfield 
with Brown is running 
back Lincoln Beal. He has 
carried 90 times for 464 
yards and four touchdowns 
rushing and caught 23 
passes for 302 yards and 
another TD. All of those 

are team-highs. 
Leading the defense 

is Tomas Loureiro (39 
tackles) and Connor Shee-
han (30 tackles).

On Friday, we also got to 
see Central’s junior quar-
terback Ayden Pereira do 
what he does best, which 
is change the course of 
a game when it seems to 
matter most.

In the end, we got to 
see “the gold standard” 
as Andover High football 
coach E.J. Perry said about 
Central, hitting its stride 
in key spots.

The hitting was Novem-
ber style. Same with 
execution. Brown and 
Pereria are not normal. 

They are part of the new 
brand of QB, feet and arms 
included.

It wasn’t the prettiest 
football game, but when 
is it really pretty? These 
games against good teams 
are usually decided by 
mistakes. The team that 
makes the fewest, which 
was Central on Friday 
night, usually wins.

The best part, though, 
for me was after the game.

The teams, per the rules, 
are supposed to meet with 
their coaches for a post-
game meeting soon after 
the clock expires.

That didn’t happen. 
About 20 to 30 players 
on each team started 

mingling, shaking hands. 
It represented the entire 
game, really. No cheap 
shots or personal foul 
penalties.

It was as if they were 
saying, “Great to see you 
Andover” and “Great to 
see you Central.”

We can enjoy sports 
rivalries -- or “hate” if you 
want to call it that -- all 
we want and, I have to 
admit, sometimes it’s fun 
to follow.

But the respect shown 
afterward was a great, 
meaningful sign that they, 
really all of us, are in this 
together.

I assume there were 
rules broken – see COVID-
19 manual – but sometimes 
you have to get out of the 
way.

Thanks to Central and 
Andover for a great night. 
The only thing missing 
was the postgame turkey.

 
You can email Bill Burt 

at bburt@andovertowns-
man.com.

A return to football normalcy
Bill Burt

Watching Andover play football, for first time in more than a year, was emotional experience

CARL RUSSO/Staff photos
Andover’s Lincoln Beal fights through a Central Catholic tackler on Friday. It was a special moment, returning to that gridiron rivalry. 

Andover’s Anthony Previte tackles Central Catholic’s Mark 
Ciccarelli on Friday.

There is a lot to complain about, with 
me at the front of the line, when it comes 
to dealing with this pandemic. But that 
is an argument for another day. It’s the 

first time in over a year that I’ve attended 
a sporting event that felt normal.

LAWRENCE — The score, 17-0, 
looked like Central Catholic football’s 
other four dominant victories. But the 

score lied.
A n d ove r  H i g h 

forced archrival Cen-
tral Catholic to earn 

its victory on Friday. As in really earn 
it.

It took a few late Andover drops, 
a near sack and quarterback Ayden 
Pereira’s signature – a 21-yard run and 
a 13-yard bullet pass for a touchdown 
to finally seal Central’s fifth win in the 
Fall 2 season.

One issue for Central was a pair of 
sophomores, quarterback Scott Brown 
and running back Lincoln Beal. They 
are and they were electric. Beal fin-
ished with 116 yards rushing, all hard-
earned, on 24 carries, and Brown, only 
5-foot-8, made plays with his feet (55 
yards) and his arm (95 yards).

The problem was when Andover was 
close to scoring, it couldn’t. When Cen-
tral was close to scoring, only three 
times, it did.

“They were better than I thought they 
were going to be,” said Pereira, who 
completed 17 of 24 passes for 201 yards 
and two TDs with two interceptions. 
“They confused us a lot on defense.”

Pereira opened the scoring, complet-
ing five consecutive passes before hit-
ting a wide open sophomore Matthias 
Latham for a 21-yard score.

Andover sandwiched three red zone 
drives around a Nick Mazzie 31-yard 

field, getting to the Central 6, 17 and 
14. Two penalties hurt and as did two 
missed field goals.

“When you play a team that good, you 
can’t give them any help,” said Andover 
coach E.J. Perry. “They’re good. They 
do everything well. We can’t have drops 
and commit penalties in the red zone 
against a team like that. But I am proud 
of our team. We’re young and we’re 
learning a lot here.”

Central’s defense came up big. Cen-
tral’s behemoth 6-foot-1, 270-pound 
defensive tackle Uyi Osayimwen not 
only had 12 tackles, but six were for 
losses on the lightning quick Brown.

Tommy Casey also had 11 tackles and 
some big hits on Beal and Brown.

Central coach Chuck Adamopoulos 
said, “We needed a game like this. They 
are tough. Beal is for real. So is Brown. 
They fought us the entire way. We had 
to make a few plays and we did.

“After that (season-opening) loss to 
Methuen, Andover has played really 
well. This game was close. They made 
us earn it. I’m happy because we played 
a good game against a good opponent.”

Central Catholic 17, Andover 0
Andover (3-2): 0 0 0 0 —  0
Central Catholic (5-0): 0 7 3 7 — 17
Second Quarter
Matthias Latham 21 pass from Ayden Pereira (Nick Mazzie kick), 

9:10
Third Quarter
Mazzie 31 field goal, 3:34
Fourth Quarter
Justice McGrail 13 pass from Pereira (Mazzie kick), 4:35

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
RUSHING: ANDOVER – Lincoln Beal 24-116; Scott Brown 18-55; 

Andrew Layman 1-4
PASSING: ANDOVER – Brown 11-22-2, 95 yards
RECEIVING: ANDOVER – Beal 5-35; Tomas Loureiro 1-11; Chris 

Cappachietti 1-5; Aidan Ritter 1-8; Andrew Wetterwald 1-16; Bret 
Mondejar 1-12

Gritty Andover forced Central football to ‘earn it’
By Bill Burt

Staff Writer

SWIMMING TEAM  
KEEPS ROLLING

Jaclyn Ambrose won both the 200 
IM and 500 freestyle and was on two 
winning relays as the Andover swim-
ming team stayed undefeated (8-0) with 
a 130-58 win over North Andover last 
Tuesday. Amanda Morin won the diving 
and Kaitlin Chun took the 100 butterfly 
for the winners.

Central ........... 17
Andover ........... 0

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo
Andover’s Lincoln Beal jumps for a pass against Central Catholic 
on Friday.
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BOSTON — The state Con-
stitution has been amended 
121 times since it was ratified 
more than 240 years ago, most 
recently in 2006, when voters 
approved the state’s health-
care law.

But some on Beacon Hill 
say the historical parchment, 
penned by Massachusetts’ own 
founding father, John Adams, 
is in need of a different kind of 
revision.

A group of lawmakers want 
to update the Constitution 
to make it gender-neutral, 
changing the pronoun “he” to 
“the person” throughout the 
document.

“We are making such great 
strides to become inclusive 
in the commonwealth “ Rep. 
Mindy Domb, D-Amherst, pri-
mary sponsor of the bill, told 
members of the Legislature’s 
Judiciary Committee on Tues-
day. “We should make sure the 
constitution reflects that.”

There are at least 83 refer-
ences to “he” in the document, 
which begins with the words: 
“All men are born free and 
equal, and have certain natu-
ral, essential, and unalienable 
rights.”

Domb pointed out the word 
“person” is already used 64 
times in the document.

“By striking the word ‘he’ 
and replacing it with ‘the per-
son,’ we are making the Consti-
tution more consistent as well 
as gender inclusive,” she told 
the panel.

Several states, including 
Vermont and Maine, have 
changed their constitutions to 
use gender-neutral language, 
while others are consider-
ing doing so, according to the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures.

New York voters approved 
such changes in 2001. Rhode 
Island also made the switch.

Roughly half of all U.S. states 
have moved toward gender-
neutral language, in drafts of 
laws and proposed revisions of 
their state constitutions.

The Massachusetts pro-
posal was one of 10 Constitu-
tional amendments heard by 
the panel on Tuesday, the first 
step toward getting on the bal-
lot. The Legislature is expected 
to convene a joint session 
next month to consider the 
amendments.

Domb has filed another pro-
posal to allow state and local 
elected officials to decline to 
recite the phase “so help me, 
God” when taking the oath of 
office.

That amendment, which 
was advanced by the Judi-
ciary Committee in the previ-
ous two-year session, calls for 
substituting a secular version, 
known as the Quaker oath, 
which states, “This I do under 
the pains and penalties of 
perjury.”

“It doesn’t take God out of 
the Constitution,” Domb said. 
“This only allows for an option 
for a person, regardless of 
their religion, to take the oath.”

Another proposal, filed by 
House Minority Leader Brad 
Jones, R-North Reading, would 
prohibit the state from using 
the eminent domain law to 
take private property.

State law allows citizens 
to petition their representa-
tives and senators to file pro-
posed amendments to the 
Constitution.

A proposed amendment 
filed by Vincent Dixon, a Win-
chester Republican who ran 
unsuccessfully for the Gover-
nor’s Council in 2014, would 
establish a term renewal pro-
cess requiring state judges to 
be reconfirmed every 10 years.

Currently, judges are 
appointed for life after being 
nominated by the governor, 
vetted by a state commission 
and confirmed by the Gover-
nors Council.

Supporters of the dozen or 
so constitutional amendments 
acknowledge they face a long 
slog.

To be successful, amend-
ments must be approved by 
two consecutive Legislatures 
— a process that could take 
three years or more.

Lawmakers want 
gender-neutral 
state Constitution

By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse reporter

BOSTON — Businesses fac-
ing double-digit increases in 
unemployment insurance and 
taxes on federal disaster loans 
are now breathing a sigh of 
relief.

A $350 million pandemic 
relief package, signed by Gov. 
Charlie Baker last Thursday, 
rolls back increases in unem-
ployment insurance rates 
for businesses, waives state 
taxes on federal Paycheck 
Protection Program grants, 
and establishes an emergency 
paid leave program for work-
ers to take time off for COVID-
19 related issues.

A key provision of the bill 
lowers scheduled increases in 
unemployment taxes for the 
next two years.

A multibillion-dollar defi-
cit in the state’s unemploy-
ment fund, created by a crush 
of pandemic-fueled jobless 
claims over the past year, was 
expected to drive up rates 
paid by employers an average 
of 60% beginning next year.

The plan signed by Baker 

also authorizes the state to 
borrow up to $7 billion from 
the federal government to 
keep jobless benefits flowing.

Businesses will pay a new 
excise tax on employee wages 
— which legislative leaders 
say will average $57 to $66 a 
year per employee — to repay 
interest on the federal loans. 
That tax would sunset next 
year.

Additionally, employers 
who accepted PPP loans that 
were later forgiven by the 
federal government would 
not have to pay state income 
taxes on the money. Only 1 in 
5 of those loans were forgiven 
in tax year 2020.

In a letter to lawmakers, 
Baker said the measure “takes 
a thoughtful and comprehen-
sive approach in delivering 
critical relief to facilitate eco-
nomic recovery for the people 
of Massachusetts.”

Business leaders praised 
the tax relief and lowered 
unemployment insurance 
rates.

Chris Carlozzi, Massa-
chusetts state director for 
the National Federation of 

Independent Businesses, said 
many businesses are “breath-
ing a sigh of relief” that they 
won’t be saddled with a 
big tax bill as they begin to 
recover.

“These are two crucial poli-
cies that will directly assist 
struggling small businesses 
who were ravaged by the pan-
demic and now hope to lead 
the state’s economic recov-
ery,” he said.

The measure signed by 
Baker also included relief 
for workers who were unem-
ployed last year or this year, 
allowing them to exempt up to 
$10,200 in the jobless benefits 
they collected from state taxes 
if their household income is 
below 200% of the federal pov-
erty level.

Another provision creates 
a $75 million COVID-19 emer-
gency sick leave program, 
which will give full-time work-
ers 40 hours of paid time off if 
they get infected and need to 
quarantine or care for a fam-
ily member affected by the 
virus.

“The mandate  apt ly 
a d d r e s s e s  n e e d s 

-- immunization, isolation 
and quarantine -- that were 
not contemplated when 
the state’s Paid Family and 
Medical Leave program was 
designed,” Baker wrote to 
lawmakers.

However, Baker sent that 
portion of the bill back to 
lawmakers with requested 
technical changes, including 
a proposed cap on benefits. 
He also proposed extending a 
$40-per-employee tax credit to 
businesses that don’t qualify 
under a federal paid leave 
program.

Lawmakers can either 
accept Baker’s amendments 
to the bill or override them.

The Legislature’s Ways and 
Means Committee is consid-
ering Baker’s preliminary $46 
billion budget, which includes 
additional relief for busi-
nesses and workers.

Massachusetts also expects 
to receive nearly $8 billion in 
federal funding for testing and 
vaccines, schools, businesses 
and local governments, under 
a $1.9 trillion pandemic relief 
package signed by President 
Joe Biden last month.

Businesses buoyed by tax relief package
By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse reporter

BOSTON — The state 
plans to refund tens of thou-
sands of residents who’ve 
already paid income taxes 

but are due a deduction for 
the jobless benefits they col-
lected last year.

During an legislative hear-
ing on Thursday, Finance 
Secretary Mike Heffernan 
said the Department of 

Revenue will be making 
adjustments for more than 
130,000 tax filers who didn’t 
get a reduction in their state 
income taxes for the first 
$10,200 in unemployment 
benefits.

Heffernan said about 
400,000 in Massachusetts 
residents have already filed 
their state tax returns. The 
deduction for unemploy-
ment benefits, which was 
part of a package of legisla-
tion signed by Gov. Charlie 
Baker last week, took effect 
after many of those individ-
uals filed their returns.

He said refunds totaling 
$55 million will likely go 
out beginning next month 
for those who had not taken 
the deduction.

“That should happen by 
mid-May,” Heffernan told 
the House Committee on 
Federal Stimulus and Cen-
sus Oversight.

Workers who were unem-
ployed last year will also 

get a break on their federal 
taxes. A stimulus bill signed 
by President Joe Biden last 
month exempted the first 
$10,200 of jobless benefits 
from federal income taxes.

All told, the state’s tax 
coffers are expected to take 
a hit for $128 million due to 
the exemption on jobless 
benefits.

Heffernan told lawmakers 
the state can’t use the bil-
lions of dollars in stimulus 
money it’s expecting from 
the federal government to 
offset the impact to its tax 
coffers.

“That will come out of our 
current tax dollars. But we 
had good returns, year to 
date” he said. “And we think 
that is a very worthy tax 
expenditure.”

Christian M. Wade covers 
the Massachusetts State-
house for North of Boston 
Media Group’s newspapers 
and websites. Email him at 
cwade@cnhi.com.

State to refund tax filers for jobless benefits
By Christian M. Wade

Statehouse reporter

617-257-6155 
www.gagospainting.com 

email: gagospainting@hotmail.com

Interior • Exterior • Commercial • Residential
• General carpentry
• Decks
• Remodeling

• Free estimates
• Licensed & fully insured
• Power washing

10% OFF YOUR JOB 
(mention this ad)
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807 Turnpike Street
North Andover, MA 01845

McInnis Law
Offices

Concentrating in the areas of
Estate Tax and Business Planning.

Probate Administration and Elder Law

(978) 686-6112

Please call today for our
Estate Planning Questionnaire

Call (978) 946-2000
 to Advertise Your Message

978-683-5139 anytime

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

If you’re thinking on selling and need a complimentary 
staging consultation, a handyman or help with cleanouts, 

household good donations or repairs, give me a call.

I have a full-time, full-service team with all the 
professionals you’ll need to get everything done for you! NOBODY IN THE WORLD SELLS 

MORE REAL ESTATE THAN RE/MAX.

The Carroll Group at  Partners

Tom Carroll 978-502-8347 • tcarroll@AndoverHomeSales.com

It’s a great 
time to sell 

and we have 
a database of 
pre-approved 
buyers who 
are ready to 

purchase now!

38 ALCOTT WAY, NORTH ANDOVER 

$629,900

1 IVANA DRIVE, ANDOVER 
$974,900

9 LANGLEY LANE, ANDOVER
$849,900

625 TURNPIKE STREET, NORTH ANDOVER
$649,900

NEW LISTING

IN-LAW OR BUSINESS SPACESOLD

It’s a great 
time to sell 

and we have 
a database of 
pre-approved 
buyers who 
are ready to 

purchase now!

288 LOWELL STREET, ANDOVER

10 QUAIL RUN, ANDOVER 
$649,900

9 LANGLEY LANE, ANDOVER
$849,900

625 TURNPIKE STREET, NORTH ANDOVER
$629,900

NEW LISTING
 

INLAW/HOME BUSINESS POTENTIALCOMING SOON

COMING SOON
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